National Height Modernization regional meeting teleconference

for the southeastern states and Puerto Rico

Raleigh, NC

June 24, 2009

1:00 – 4:00 pm (EST)

Agenda:

· Height Modernization

· NGS news

· Grant opportunities

· State reports

· Geoid09 

· Online geodetic leveling tool (LOCUS)

· Webinars training

Attendees:

	Affiliation 

(state, territory, or

National Geodetic Survey)
	Name

	Georgia
	~ No rep in attendance ~

	Kentucky
	Buchanan, Danielle

	
	Farrell, Dan

	
	Reister, Brad

	National Geodetic Survey
	Hall, Lucy

	
	Lokken, Scott

	
	Mitchell, Gilbert

	
	Roman, Dan

	
	Shields, Renee

	
	Singh, Ajit

	
	Tiwari, Sonita

	North Carolina
	Kaufman, Steve

	
	Thompson, Gary

	Puerto Rico
	Fortis, Catherine

	South Carolina
	Lapine, Lew

	
	Wellslager, Matt

	Tennessee
	~ No rep in attendance ~

	Virginia
	~ No rep in attendance ~

	West Virginia
	Long, Travis


Introduction

Gary Thompson, Section Chief of the North Carolina Geodetic Survey (NCGS), welcomed everyone to the conference call of the third regional Height Modernization (Height Mod) meeting for the southeastern U.S. and Caribbean territories (e.g. Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia).
Status at NGS

· GEOID09

Dr. Dan Roman, Research Geodesist at the National Geodetic Survey (NGS), stated that he expects NGS to release GEOID09 in early to mid-July and to release the model for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands (PR/VI) by the end of this summer.  He is waiting for the following data sets:

· GPS on leveling, which has been collected but not yet incorporated into the NGS Integrated Data Base (IDB)

· The new aerogravity (i.e. airborne gravity) that was collected for the Gravity for the Re-definition of the American Vertical Datum (GRAV-D) project, which has passed its preliminary processing but still needs to undergo the gravity data version of post-processing

ACTION:
Renee Shields, National Height Modernization Project Manager at NGS, stated that she will arrange a meeting/teleconference between the GRAV-D team and interested parties (universities and other partners) to discuss ways that they can assist NGS with the GRAV-D program with evaluating and processing data, collecting terrestrial gravity data, and conducting analyses.
· Leveling Online Calculation User Service (LOCUS)

Ajit Singh, Geodesist at NGS, stated that LOCUS has been tested using observations of published bench marks and given very accurate results.  Its documentation will soon be submitted to the NGS Products and Services Committee (PSC) for their review, which is the final stage before an application can be declared operational.  If users are interested in testing LOCUS before it is declared operational, they may contact Ajit.

ACTION:
It was suggested that LOCUS be added to the 2-day HM workshop at NCA&T in September.

Status report from each state or territory

Prior to the meeting, the Height Mod representatives from each state/territory in the southeast region were asked to prepare a brief report on the Height Mod activities in their respective state/territory.
· Kentucky:  Danielle Buchanan

Ms. Buchanan, KY Height Modernization Program Coordinator in the Division of Highway Design of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC), reported that Kentucky is working on HM specifications for machine control.
ACTION:
Travis Long of the West Virginia Department of Transportation (WVDOT) offered to send Ms. Buchanan specs (administrative/logistical issues not technical issues) that were drafted for WV.

· West Virginia:  Travis Long

Travis Long, Chief of Surveys of WVDOT, reported that the WVDOT Surveying Section is developing a statewide RTK CORS network of 40 stations and has so far purchased 33 stations.  This section has partnered with the GIS section for funding and is coordinating with Kentucky and Ohio to make sure that the new WV stations are positioned in mutually useful locations.  In addition, this section has also been consulting with Charlie Brown of the NCDOT.  

Fortunately, WVDOT has a statewide T1 backbone that transmits voice and data communications.  In addition, the section is also looking at establishing RTK bridges, which can receive RTK signals via a cell modem and broadcast these signals on a radio frequency, to help reach deep-pocket valleys.  

· Puerto Rico:  Catherine Fortis

Ms. Fortis Project Manager, Javier E. Bidot & Assoc., PSC (JEBA) stated that she worked on the Puerto Rico leveling project as a contractor and that 120 km of the leveling data is currently at NGS being processed.  Starting in August, NGS hopes to begin expanding the leveling network. 

· South Carolina:  Lew Lapine

Lew Lapine reported the following:

· South Carolina had completed or is in the process of completing height modernization projects in twenty five (25) counties.  

· SC Real Time Network:

· Update on the network’s status

· .Results from a field test in Horry County that compared the heights obtained from the SC RTN and recently completed Height Modernization Survey

· Overview of the recently completed hydrographic survey on Lake Wylie that was conducted to determine the location of the NC-SC boundary on the lake.
· North Carolina

Gary Thompson reported on the following:

· Status of height modernization projects that have been completed and the projects that are in progress.

· Status of the NC Floodplain Mapping Program (NCFMP) including completed Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) and the map maintenance schedule

· Status of the Flood Warning System

· Update on the NC CORS and the Real Time networks

· Reported the number of OPUS positions produced in NC in 2008, which increased by 30% from 2007

· Provided a brief overview of the height modernization work being done in eastern NC to determine if subsidence is occurring

· Overview of the educational outreach being offering as part of the height modernization program

