The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan provides a framework and guide to restore, protect, and preserve the water resources of central and southern Florida, including the Everglades. It covers 16 counties over an 18,000-square-mile area, and centers on an update of the Central & Southern Florida (C&SF) Project. The current C&SF Project includes 1,000 miles of canals, 720 miles of levees, and several hundred water control structures. The C&SF Project provides water supply, flood protection, water management and other benefits to south Florida. For close to 50 years, the C&SF Project has performed its authorized functions well. However, the project has had unintended adverse effects on the unique and diverse environment that constitutes south Florida ecosystems, including the Everglades and Florida Bay. 

The Water Resources Development Acts in 1992 and 1996 provided the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with the authority to re-evaluate the performance and impacts of the C&SF Project and to recommend improvements and or modifications to the project in order to restore the south Florida ecosystem and to provide for other water resource needs. The resulting Comprehensive Plan was designed to capture, store and redistribute fresh water previously lost to tide and to regulate the quality, quantity, timing and distribution of water flows.

Scientists, engineers, and others in south Florida consistently said that elevation data was wrong and water seemed to run uphill based on the elevation differences.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) proposed Critical Project 14, Geodetic Vertical Control Surveys to correct these elevation discrepancies.  Although Critical Project 14 was not approved the project was included in the CERP Programmatic Activities as CERP: Geodetic Vertical Control Surveys to address the elevation problems in south Florida.  

The CERP Geodetic Vertical Control Project was initiated in February 2001 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District and the South Florida Water Management District and completed in November 2003.  The project consisted of setting approximately 1000 concrete monuments, running 1st Order Class II levels, GPS observations and publishing the data in NAVD 1988.  The purposes of the project were to provide a framework for the south Florida Projects in NAVD 1988 and include NGVD 1929 so as to enable conversion to NAVD 1988, not perpetuate NGVD 1929.  Additional level lines and surveys done since the completion of this project have been referenced to the network.  The effect of this additional work has been to densify the control network and provide additional data to facilitate conversion to NAVD 88.  

