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SETH CARLO CHANDLER, JR. 

September 16, 1846 - December 31, 1913 

These Proceedings are dedicated to the life and works of Seth Carlo Chandler Jr., the American 
astronomer, geodesist and actuary, on the centennial of his historical paper "On the variation of 
latitude, I" (Astronomical Journal, 248, 1891 p59-61). 

Chandler's study of the variation of latitude, i.e., the complex wobble of the surface of the Earth 
relative to its axis of rotation, (now referred to as polar motion) spanned nearly three decades. He 
published more than 25 technical papers characterizing the many facets of the phenomenon, 
including the two-component model with 14-month and annual terms most generally accepted today. 
The 14-month cycle is called the Chandler wobble in his honor. His further analysis explored multiple 
frequency models, variation of the frequency of the 14 month component, ellipticity of the annual 
component, and secular motion of the pole. His interests were much wider than this single subject 
however, and spanned most of the active areas of astronomical research of his era. He made 
substantial contributions to cataloging and monitoring variable stars, computing the orbital parameters 
of minor planets and comets, and improving the estimate of the constant of aberration. His 
pUblications totaled nearly 200. He served as Associate Editor to B.A. Gould and then succeeded him 
as Editor of the Astronomical Journal. 

Recent advances in observational methods, most particularly the use of Very Long Baseline 
Interferometry (VLBI), have resulted in two orders of magnitude improvement in the measurement 
of polar motion. Renewed interest in the phenomenon has increased awareness of the pioneering and 
comprehensive works of Chandler. His work has withstood the test of time and it is with great 
pleasure and respect that we dedicate these proceedings to his memory. 



PREFACE 

This volume contains the proceedings of the Chapman Conference on Geodetic VLBl: Monitoring 
Global Change, held at the Herbert C. Hoover Building, Washington, DC, from April 22-28, 1991. 
The conference was convened by William E. Carter. 

The program was organized by a technical organizing committee, composed of William E. Carter 
(Chairman), NOAA, Principal Coordinator for VLBI, International Earth Rotation Service; Douglas 
S. Robertson, NOAA, Research Geodesist; Dennis D. McCarthy, Chief, USNO, Earth Orientation 
Division; Miriam Baltuck, NASA, Chief, Geodynamics Branch, NASA HQ; Thomas A. Herring, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Alan E.E. Rogers, Assistant Director, Haystack Observatory, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Hermann Seeger, Director, Institute for Applied Geodesy, 
FRG; James Campbell, University of Bonn, FRG; President of IRIS Subcommission, IUGG-IAU; 
Koichi Yokoyama, National Astronomical Observatory at Mizusawa, Japan; Chairman, Directing 
Board, International Earth Rotation Service; Andrei M. Finkelstein, Director, Institute of Applied 
Astronomy, Leningrad, USSR, Richard D. Rosen, AER, Inc., David A. Salstein, AER, Inc. 

In total, 49 papers were given. The papers were organized into six sessions, as outlined in the table 
of contents. Four authors failed to submit completed manuscripts for a total of six papers, and are 
represented here only by abstracts. 

The proceedings have been assembled and published by the National Geodetic Survey of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration from camera-ready copy provided by the 
authors. We chose this method to minimize the cost and time required to complete the 
proceedings, realizing that minimizing the delay in distributing the papers was particularly important 
in such a rapidly changing subject area. 

The organizing committee would like to express its appreciation to Virginia Tippee of NOAA, Gart 
Westerhaut of the USNO and Miriam Baltuck of NASA for their opening remarks at the welcoming 
session, and to John Knauss, Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmospheres, for his 
inspiring speech at the conference dinner. 

The committee would also like to express its gratitude to the many other people who contributed 
to the success of the conference. We would like to thank Lynn Mersefelder of NOAA and the staff 
of the AGU, who made the detailed preparations that made the conference possible. We also thank 
the session chairpersons, and of course the speakers for their fme presentations and for the papers 
that are presented in this document. 
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Introduction 

Instrumentation Improvements to Achieve 
Millimeter Accuracy 

Alan E.E. Rogers 
MIT Haystack Observatory, Westford, MA 01886 

23 April 1991 

Abstract 

The Mark III system was upgraded at Fairbanks, Westford, Haystack and Mojave for 
special research and development experiments designed to achieve millimeter accuracy. 
These upgrades include an increase in the spanned bandwidth from 360 to 720 MHz at 
X-band; doubling the recorder bandwidth from 2 to 4 MHz per baseband channel; 
improvement in the receiver system temperatures and new calibration electronics. Other 
improvements include temperature control of the electronics to reduce the temperature 
sensitivity of instrumental delay calibration; better feed polarization purity; and lower 
recorder error rates. 

These upgrades have reduced the instrumental error sources and the system noise. 
Experiments with the upgraded systems, which were started in 1989, have achieved 
repeatability in baseline length of a few millimeters. Estimates of the magnitudes of the 
remaining instrumental error sources are summarized and performance projections made 
for future instrumentation improvements. 

While system noise is thermal and completely random other error sources are at best only quasi­
random. Thermal noise decreases with the square root of the number of observations while 
instrumental error sources will not all average out and will therefore produce a measurement 
error floor. (See paper by Ray and Corey in this report for observed measurement floor.) 

Table 1 lists those instrumental error sources which result in differences between the phase and 
group delay, as measured by bandwidth synthesis (BWS). The error in BWS delay is computed 
from: 

phase difference between highest and lowest channels 
21(" (frequency difference between highest and lowest channels) 

and the r.m.s. value is assumed to be 1.4 of the peak to peak value. Many of the instrumental 
deficiencies result in phase errors which are independent of frequency channel and hence 
produce a BWS error which decreases with spanned bandwidth. Some error sources, however, 
like the cross-polarization response produce BWS errors which are more or less constant with 
spanned bandwidth and will even increase if spanned bandwidth is pushed beyond the limits of 
good feed performance. 
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Correlation Errors 

Table 2 shows the correlation errors in more detail. The worst errors are the result of unequal 
data acceptance among the result of unequal data acceptance among the frequency channels 
which make instrumental dispersion and atmQspheric phase fluctuations couple into BWS errors. 
These errors can be reduced, in the future, by more sophisticated data filtering and better 
recorder playback performance. 

BBC Filters 

The baseband (also knows as video) converters have about 400 ns delay at the center of the 4 
MHz bandwidth. 2.5% variation between filters results in 10 ns error or 7 degrees phase error 
at 2 MHz, which in turn produces 50 ps BWS error. Most of the error is constant, although 
some of this error (probably about 5 ps) will be slowly varying with the ambient temperature 
changes. These filter errors can be reduced in the future by processing a phase calibration 
signal close to the center of the baseband. 

Spurious Signals 

Spurious signals result from harmonics of 5 MHz, harmonics of the sample clock, harmonics of 
72 MHz, leakage from the recorder electronics and L.O.s and their harmonics. The signals 
corrupt the phase calibration phases. At ·40 dB the phases are corrupted by 0.6 degrees or 4 ps 
BWS error in 360 MHz. The spurious signal levels can be checked by turning off the phase 
calibrator and measuring the residual signals. 

Intermodulation Products 
-

Intermodulation products between phase calibration rails result from amplifier and mixer 
saturation during the phase calibration pulse. At -40 dB these produce 4 ps BWS error in 360 
MHz. The level of intermodulation can be checked by unlocking the L.O.s and measuring the 
residual signals. 

Receiver Images 

Images are another source of spurious signals. At the -50 dB specification for the front-end 
image filters the BWS error is 1 ps in 360 MHz. The image performance can be measured by 
offsetting the fast L.O. 
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Multiple Reflections 

Multiple reflections in the antenna system corrupt the radio source phases and hence the BWS 
delay. For example, multiple reflections from the main reflector to the subreflector on the 
Haystack antenna are at the -34 dB level and could result in a BWS error as large as 8 ps. 
However most of the error will be constant and hence an error of 1 ps or less is more likely. 
Multiple reflections can be significantly reduced by using a "spoilern. On Haystack a spoiler is 
used to eliminate reflections on the main reflector in the region shadowed by the subreflector. 
On prime focus systems a spoiler can be placed on the vertex to deflect reflections in ahe area 
shadowed by the feed. 

Antenna Dispersion 

A defocussed parabolic system becomes dispersive owing the frequency dependence of the 
illumination. Figure 1 shows the small amount of dispersion as a function of the focus. On 
large antennas the focus can change significantly with elevation angle and might resuLt in BWS 
delay errors of about 4 ps independent of spanned bandWidth. 

Antenna Polarization Impurities 

The normalized response of a single baseline to an unpolarized radio source is 

1 + X�2· e -'1l('2-eJ 

where Xl� are the unwanted LCP voltage responses for antennas 1 and 2 

81,82 are feed position (or parallactic) angles 

A BWS error of 

results from the frequency dependence of Xl and�. For many of the SIX feeds used in geodetic 
VLBI the unwanted LCP response is about -15 dB which is large enough to produce about 14 ps 
error in BWS delay. Linearly polarized radio sources produce additional BWS errors at a 
somewhat lower level for 10% polarization. These errors can be removed by improving the 
feeds or making appropriate calibrations. 
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Summary of Combined Errors 

The ro�t sum square of all the instrumental error sources listed with 720 MHz BWS in Table 1 
are 

= 17 ps (Smm) r.m.s. at present 
= 7 ps (2mm) r.m.s. with polarization calibration 

In the future it should be possible to reduce instrumental errors to 

= 3 ps (Imm) r.m.s. with calibration, and improved correlation 

Other instrumental error sources are generally not dispersive and in many cases cannot be . 
separated from clock drifts. The temperature sensitivity of the calibrated electronics, with the 
new phase calibrator, should be less than 1 ps/OC. Antenna deformation with gravity is largely 
repeatable leaving local site stability and changes in the antenna axis locations with thermal 
expansion as remaining concerns as we improve methods of solving for atmospheric parameters 
to correct the dominant atmospheric delay. 
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List of Instrumental Error Sources in Bandwidth Synthesis VLBI 
(which need to be verified by special tests and experiments) 

Delay Variable Comments 
Error Source Bias ps ps rms Peak-Peak=4xrms 

ELECTRONICS: 
Correlator (1 deg.) 8 8 Random (COREL + FRNGE Accuracy) 
BBC Filters (7 deg.) 50 5 Constant + 10% Slowly Variable 
Spurious Signals (-40 dB) 4 4 Quasi-Random 
Intermodulation (-40 dB) 4 4 Slowly Variable 
Receiver Images (-50 dB) 1 1 Quasi-Random 

ANTENNA and FEED; 
Multiple Reflections 8 1 Mostly constant but may vary with pointing and focus. 
Multiple Reflections in the Feed 44 1 Mostly constant but may vary with pointing and focus. 

(Refl. = 0.1) 
Out-of-focus Dispersion 10 4* Varies with fO'CUs and antenna deformation. 
Cross-Polarization (-15 dB) on 14 14*+ Depends on difference in feed position angles. 

unpo!. Sources 
Cross-Polarization on pol. (10%) 8 8* Depends on feed position angles at both sites 

Sources 
RSS (of Variable Portion of 20 360 MHz Spanned Bandwidth 

Error Sources) 17 720 MHz Spanned Bandwidth 
14 360 MHz Haystack-Westford 
11 720 MHz Haystack-Westford 
7 720 MHz + Cross-Pol Calibration 

Notes: 1] All entries assume 360 MHz spanned bandwidth - those marked with • are independent of spanned bandwidth. 
2] + Error is zero for Haystack-Westford. 
3] Entries are current estimates only (ABER Mar 1991) 

Table 1 



Correlation Errors 

Bandpass Offsets =0.1 Degree 

Phase cal (10 KHz 1-bit sine/cos) 
Extraction Errors = 0.2 Degree 

Phase Rotation Errors :!i:::0. 1 Degree 

FRNGE Program Accuracy :!i:::0.1 Degree 

Unequal Data Acceptance 
10% with 10 Degree Dispersion =1 Degree 

Unequal Data Acceptance 
10% with 10 Degree Atmos. Curvature SIll 1 Degree 

10.2 Bits out of Sync 
(VLBA spec. is 10'5» :!i:::0.9 Degree 

1 Degree = 8 ps rms in BWS with 360 MHz 

Table 2 
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The Mark 4 Data-Acquisition System 

A. R. Whitney 
A. E. E. Rogers 
R. I. Cappallo 

1. E. Hargreaves 
H. F. Hinteregger 

D. L. Smythe 

MIT Haystack Observatory, Westford, MA 01886 

Abstract 

Continued sustained progress in both astronomical and geodetic VLBI efforts demands ever-increasing sensitivity. Recent 
demonstrations of the feasibility of a fourfold increase in VLBAlMark IlIA data recording rates to the order of 1-Gbitlsec 
demonstrate the cost effectiveness of this approach to doubling existing VLBI sensitivity. Such a sensitivity increase 
could be crucially important for geodetic programs pushing towards 1-mm precision or incorporating small transportable 
antennas on long baselines. 

A program is now in place, with broad support from many agencies, to upgrade existing Mark IlIA recording systems 
to 1024 Mbits/sec. The main elements of this upgrade are 1) a new plug-compatible formatter with full Mark llIA and 
VLBA compatibility, 2) upgrade of existing Mark ill video converters to an 8-MHz channel bandwidth, and 3) upgrade 
of the Mark IlIA recorder to write 64 tracks at 16 Mbits/sec/track. Once engineered, the upgrade cost of a Mark IlIA 
system to Mark 4 capability is expected to be relatively modest. Completion of a prototype Mark 4 system, including 
a 2-station VLBI experiment, is expected in early 1993. 

1. Introduction 

The progress of geodetic VLBI over the last decade has been truly dramatic. Following is a 
partial list of a few of the many advances that have been made: 

• Distances between radio telescopes distributed widely over the world are routinely 
measured to the order of 1 cm, meeting and exceeding the original goals of the 
NASA Crustal Dynamics Project. As a result, the motion of tectonic plates, 
typically a few cm/year, has been measured directly for the first time, and a new 
goal of mm-Ieve� measurements has been set. 

• Specially-instrumented and conducted R&D experiments in the fall of 1989 
showed measurement precision and repeatability of - 3 mm on baselines 
thousands of kilometers in length. 

• VLBI routinely provides the most precise measurements available of the earth's 
rotation rate and spin-axis orientation. 

These advances have been largely fueled by a broad spectrum of technological advances. 
Among these are: 
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• Routine use of the Mark III system beginning in the early eighties increased the 
recording bandwidth of VLBI data from 4 Mbits/sec of the Mark II system to 
more than 200 MBits/sec, improving the basic sensitivity of continuum 
observations by more than a factor of 7. , 

• Development of the Mark III and Mark IlIA correlators have allowed 
unprecedented volumes of VLBI data to be routinely processed. In the ten years 
from 1980, an estimated 3 million observations have been processed. 

• Improved receiver systems with lower noise and wider-bandwidths 
• Improved phase-calibration systems and cable-calibration systems to remove small 

instrumental effects 
• Improved data-analysis techniques and software 

Though the advances both scientifically and technologically have been impressive, there is still 
much room for growth. In this paper, we will attempt to lay a sound plan for cost-effective 
continued growth in VLBI data-recording technology in the 90's based on the clear requirements 
of yet-increased measurement precision 

2. The Need ·for Greater Sensitivity 
As scientists continue to pursue ever more precise geodetic VLBI measurements covering more 
of the globe, the present VLBI system is being pushed to its limits. There are several reasons 
for this --among them: 

• the push to mm-Ievel baseline precision requires observing strategies which 
currently are marginally acceptable, specifically that many radio sources spread 
over large angles in the sky must be observed in quick succession 

• an ideal spacing of radio sources across the sky is rarely achieved due to a lack 
of sufficiently strong radio sources in all areas of the sky 

• due to the short observation time on each source, signal-to-noise ratios of the 
resulting observations are often too low to identify potentially-significant 
systematic trends in single observations 

Clearly, the potential set of natural radio sources which may be used by VLBI is fixed in 
strength and location by Mother Nature. The ability of VLBI to use these sources is by and 
large set by the sensitivity of the VLBI equipment, which includes everything in the equipment 
chain from antennas to receivers to data-recorders. Since the number of usable natural radio 
sources increases steeply with a decline in the minimum usable source strength, the advantage 
of increasing system sensitivity is undeniable. A factor of two increase in sensitivity typically 
quadruples the number of usable natural radio sources. Such a sensitivity increase dramatically 
broadens the options open to the VLBI scientist. Depending on the goals of a particular 
experiment, either more sources may be observed in more optimum locations around the sky, 
or an existing set of sources may by observed for shorter periods of time in order to move 
around the sky more quickly. Alternatively, in certain cases, a set of observations may be 
carried out with smaller antennas. 
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3. The Means To Greater Sensitivity 

VLBI sensitivity may, in general, be increased in only three ways: 

• Increase antenna size. For any given observation, the signal-to-noise ra.tio 
increases directly as the geometric mean of the effective collecting area. 

• Lower receiver noise. For any given weak-signal observation, the signa2:.'·to-ncise 
ratio improves inversely to the geometric mean of the receiver temperatures. 

• Increase bit-rate on tape. The signal-to-noise ratio improves essentiallly as the 
square root of the bit rate. Actual recorded bandwidth may be traded off agmnst 
#bits/sample, but the SNR remains basically the same for a given bit ratr. IOn tape 
for either the cases of 1 or 2 bitsl sample. 

I� the case of geodesy, the measurement precision of group delay is also related to the total 
spanned bandwidth as well as the signal-to-noise ratio. Recent experiments have pushed the 
spanned-bandwidth of geodetic measurements to 10% of the observing frequency, which is 

. approaching the practical limit. 

4. The Case for Increasing Recorded Bit Rate 

Of the three possible options to increase sensitivity, increasing the recorded bit rate is the most 
cost effective in the current climate of VLBI technology. The reasons are as follows: 

• A recent demonstration has been made at MIT Haystack Observatory of a 1-
Gbit/sec recording capability using a VLBA recorderl very similar to tlhe Mark 
InA VLBI recorder. This was done by simply adding headstacks to existing 
unused positions on the tape transport and then driving all heads simultaneously. 
The maximum bit rate was increased a factor of fourfold from 256 Mbitslsec to 
1024 Mbits/sec, increasing the overall fundamental sensitivity by a factor of 2. 
No new technology is involved. 

• General consensus is that antenna costs increase roughly as the cube of the 
diameter. Even for small antennas, the cost of increasing the diameter by a factor 
of {i is likely to be in excess of SlOOk, and often impossible for tran�porta1ble 
systems; for large antennas, it is completely uneconomical. For �1 SNR 
improvement of 2,  the diameter of both antennas of a baseline must be increased 
by {i in diameter, or a single antenna by a factor of 2 .  Also, additional costs 
must normally be incurred to make larger antennas slew with sufficient rate to 
support geodetic/astrometic schedules. 

IThe VLBA recording system was designed by Haystack Observatory, under contract to the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory, for use in the Very-Long Baseline Array (VLBA) 
project. It uses the same basic tape transport and headstack as the Mark IJ1A system, but 
employs significantly-modernized control and signal electronics; a number of new recording 
modes are available on the VLBA system, although it supports backward compatibility with 
some modes of the Mark IlIA recording system. 
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• Although receiver technology continues to improve, practical limits are being 
reached, particularly in wavelengths in the cm range. In any case, all VLBI 
receivers at every frequency would have to be improved by a large margin to gain 
the same benefit that increased bit-rate-to-tape will gain automatically for all 
frequencies. 

Of course, increasing bit rate on tape also imposes additional loads on correlators, which must 
also be taken into account. As a rule of thumb, correlators have been designed for a given total 
bit-rate throughput, so that increasing that data rate by a factor of 4 will in general cause the 
data throughput rate of a given correlator to drop by the same factor. Nevertheless, although 
it will be necessary to increase correlator capacity in order to keep up with an increased data 
rate, such correlator costs are virtually guaranteed to be smaller than the alternatives to gain the 
same basic sensitivity. 

s. The l-Gbit/sec Feasibility Demonstration 

The VLBA �rder normally operates with a single headstack with a maximum formatted data 
rate of 256 Mbits/sec. However, the transport has positions for up to four headstacks, three of 
which are vacant for a standard VLBA recorder. For a special feasibility demonstration of very­
high-data-rate recording, a standard VLBA tape recorder was outfitted with four standard 
headstacks to occupy all headstack-positions available on the Honeywell 96 tape transport. A 
standard VLBA formatter was used to drive the 36 tracks on each headstack at a bit rate of 9 
Mbitslsec/track for a total of 1.296 Gbits/sec total data rate. With the normal formatting 
overhead of 9/8, this corresponds to a 1.152 Gbits/sec data rate for formatted VLBI data. Data 
were recorded for several adjacent passes on the tape to simulate a portion of an actual 
experiment. For compatibility with the Mark IlIA correlator, data was recorded in Mark rnA 
format at 33,000 bits/inch along each track. 

Following recording of the data, the Mark IlIA correlator at Haystack was used to auto-correlate 
the recorded tape (in several passes) to verify the quality and validity of the data. All data were 
read properly and the processing through the correlator produced nominal results. 

6. The Mark 4 Data-Acquisition System 

Over the past dozen or so years, over 35 Mark III and Mark IlIA data-recording systems have 
been installed around the world. Most of the original Mark III systems have now been upgraded 
to the high-density Mark IlIA system, which provides for much higher-density recording but 
does not increase the maximum (formatted) recording-rate capability of 224 Mbits/sec. The 
original design of the Mark IlIA system envisioned an eventual upgrading of the design to 
accommodate much higher data rates as the required electronics becomes smaller, cheaper, and 
more reliable. With the definitive demonstration of 1 Gbit/sec capability on the similar VLBA 
recording system, the expansion path of the Mark IlIA system has also been validated. 
Accordingly, we propose to significantly upgrade Mark IlIA capability by quadrupling the 
maximum date rate to 1024 Mbits/sec. At the same time, a general upgrade of the recording-
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system electronics will incorporate newer technology for higher reliability and lower 

maintenance costs. 

The Mark rnA recording system uses exactly the same Honeywell tape transport and headstack 
assembly as the VLBA recorder used in the I-Gbit/sec demonstration; therefore, the Mark rnA 
data-recording system may be upgraded in a similar fashion to that demonstrated in the 1-
Gbit/sec demonstration, provided the necessary formatter and write electronics are provided. 

The standard Mark InA data-acquisition-system configuration provides 14 video converters, each 
with independent upper and lower-sideband channels of 4 MHz bandwidth maximum each, for 
a total maximum bandwidth of 1 12 MHz. The existing formatter provides 28 channels of data 
at I-bit/sample, at a maximum sample rate of 8 Mbitslsec/channel, for a total maximum date 
rate of 224 Mbits/sec. Two identical standard high-density headstacks are mounted in the Mark 
rnA recorder, one headstack dedicated to writing and the other to reading. Of the 36 tracks 
available in each headstack, only 28 are used by the Mark IlIA system, each track independently 
carrying data from a single video-converter sideband. 

The following actions will be necessary to increase the maximum data rate of the Mark llIA to 
1024 Mbits/sec (more than factor of 4 increase): 

• Increase the number of video-converters from 14 to 16; this will be done by 
utilizing an existing rack-mounted spare and adding one more video-converter to 
the rack. 

• Increase the maximum bandwidth of a video-converter sideband to 8 MHz by 
replacing one of the existing unused (or seldom-used) internal filters with an 8 
MHz filter and changing the gain-compensation resistors. 

• Design a new formatter with the following characteristics -
o Plug-in replacement for existing formatter 
o 32 channels @ 16 Msamples/sec (and lower rates) 
o 1 or 2 bits/ sample 
o channel-to-head cross-point matrix switch 
o support of many VLBA-compatibility modes 

• Replace existing write interfaces with VLBA-style read/write interfaces which use 
the same heads for read and write 

• Use both existing headstacks for both reading and writing, for a total. of 64 
available tracks 

• Add necessary write electronics to support 64 heads 

The Mark 4 data-recording system will have the following characteristics: 
• 64 tracks at 16 Mbits/sec/track for a total of 1024 Mbits/sec formatted data 
• Will use the same 16 micron-thick tape chosen by the VLBA: 

o 18000' of tape on standard 14" reel 
o longitudinal density: 56,000 bits/inch/track 
o tape speed: 320 ips (16 Mbits/sec/track) 
o record time per pass: 1 1 .25 minutes 
o record time per tape (6 passes): 67.5 minutes 
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• - 95% SNR improvement over present maximum-data-rate Mark IlIA 
• Full backward compatibility to all standard Mark IlIA operating modes, as well 

as compatibility with as many VLBA modes as possible 

Based on current projections, the estimated materials and services (only) cost per Mark IlIA 
system upgrade is: 

• 'New formatter 
• Additional video converter 
• 8 MHz filters (32 per system) 
• New write drivers 
• New read module 

$10K 
$3K 
$3K 
$3K 
$IK 

The only major new design work necessary for the upgrade to Mark 4 is the new formatter, 
which is estimated to require - 2 man-years of engineering time. In the new formatter design 
we expect to also support many of the VLBA data-multiplexing modes currently unsupported by 
the Mark nIA system, although we do not propose to support the 'non-data-replacement' tape 
format which is supported by the VLBA formatter. 

7. Compatibility Between Various Recording Systems 

The subject of compatibility between various VLBI data-acquisition system and correlators is a 
very complex one. In this section we will only attempt to summarize the salient similarities and 
differences of the various systems; a complete discussion is beyond the scope of this document. 
The major differences between the Mark IlIA, Mark 4, and VLBA system can be summarized 
as follows: 

• the Mark IlIA has 14 video converters, each with a maximum,bandwidth of 4 
MHz/sideband, supports only 1 bit/sample, data-replacement format only, and 
maps data from one VC sideband to one tape-track (Le. no data-multiplexing or 
'barrel-rolling'), with a maximum data rate of 224 Mbitslsec on 28 tracks 

• the Mark 4 has 16 video converters, each with a maximum bandwidth of 8 
MHz/sideband, supports 1 or 2 bits/sample, data-replacement format only, 
support several modes of multiplexing, with a maximum data rate of 1024 
Mbitsl sec on 64 tracks 

• a single standard VLBA data-acquisition system has 8 video converters, each with 
a maximum bandwidth of 16 MHz/sideband, supports 1 or 2 bits/sample, data­
replacement or non-data-replacement format, many mode of multiplexing and 
barrel-rolling, with a maximum data rate of 256 Mbits/sec on 32 tracks; each 
VLBA station will (eventually) be equipped with 2 standard VLBA DAS's; on 
special order, a VLBA DAS may be equipped with 14 ve's 

Table I shows a comparison of the data-recording capabilities of the Mark IlIA, the Mark 4, and 
'standard' and 'augmented' VLBA data-acquisition systems. The major differences to note are 
numbers of channels and channel bandwidths. As you can see from an examination of Table I, 
there are many compatible modes between Mark 4 and VLBA, though the reader is referred to 
official VLBA documentation for a complete discussion of the capabilities of the VLBA DAS. 
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8. Proposed Plan of Action 
A straightforward, two-step plan is suggested for implementation of the Mark 4 reoordL"lg 
system: 

• Build a prototype system. and test in a real VLBI experiment. A new 
formatter will be designed, and two existing Mark rnA systems will be flllllly 
upgraded to Mark 4 capability. A 'full-up' test experiment thenl will be 
conducted between two sites and the data processed on the correlator at Haystack 
Observatory. Estimated cost for this development and test effort is - $SOOK over 
two years. Multi-agency support is proposed to make this development cost 
effective for all applications. 

• Develop a kit for upgrade from Mark IllA to Mark 4. As in the pasa, 
Haystack will transfer the Mark 4 design to other interested colleagues in the 
U.S. and around the world, as well as to industry. Replication of the upgrade kit 
can be made by all interested parties. 

This strategy has proven effective in the past for several major VLBI sub-systems, and should 
prove equally effective in this case. 

9. Summary 
Achievement of significant improvements in geodetic measurement accuracy and precision is 
closely tied to continued improvements in VLBI technology, including system sensitivity. The 
most cost effective approach to improving system sensitivity is to increase the recorded VLlBI 
data rate. 

In this document, we have outlined a straightforward approach to improving Mark DIA 
sensitivity by a factor of 2 by quadrupling the maximum date rate from 224 Mbits/sec to 1024 
Mbits/sec. The path to this improved system is clear and surprisingly straightforward. The cost 
is kept relatively modest through upgrading of existing hardware and software in most cases, and 
the technology is existing and well-proven. The result will be a system with significantly 
enhanced capabilities at a small fraction of the cost of a new system. 

We have laid out a step-by-step plan of action to accomplish these goals, Structlllred in sllch a 
way so as to gain the maximum benefit of each element within the existing system as soon a.s 
possible. Importantly, full backward compatibility is maintained to the existing Mark IlIA system 
throughout the Mark 4 development program. 

Since the usage of many VLBI systems is already shared between several agenc:es, a coordinated 
multi-agency program of support for the proposed upgrades would mutually benefit all, at a 
modest cost to each. 
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4 Msamples/sec 

8 Msamples/sec 

16 Msamples/sec 

32 Msampleslsec 

1 bit 

2 bit 

1 bit 

2 bit 

1 bit 

2 bit 

1 bit 

2 bit 

DATA-ACQUIsmON-SYSTEM 
CAPABILITY COMPARISON 

Mark InA Standard 
VLBAI 

# # 

Augmented 
VLBA2 

# 
chans Mb/s chans Mb/s chans Mb/s 

14x2 1 12 8x2 64 14x2 1 12 

- - 8x2 128 14x2 224 

14x2 224 8x2 128 14x2 224 

- - 8x2 256 14xl 224 

- - 8x2 256 14xl 224 

- - 8x2 5 12 8xl 256 

- - 8x2 512 8xl 256 

- - 8xl 5 12 4xl 256 

IStandard VLBA - 8 video converters, 2 formatters, 2 recorders 
2Augmented VLBA - 14 video converters, 1 formatter, 1 recorder 

Table I 

Mark 4 

# 
chans Mb/s 

16x2 128 

16x2 256 

16x2 256 

16x2 5 12 

16x2 5 12 

16x2 1024 

- -
- -



The RF Bandwidth Upgrade: 
Doubling the X-band Spanned Bandw:idth 

of Geodetic VLBI Receiving Systems 

Brian E. Corey 
Haystack Observatory, Westford, MA 

and 

Thomas A. Clark 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Modifications to the standard SIX receivers and to the MkIII data acquisition terminal have 
been developed to increase the instantaneous RF and IF bandwidths to > 700 MHz at X-band 
and to 240 MHz at S-band. This upgrade permits a doubling of the X-band spanned bandwidth 
of observation, and hence an approximately twofold improvement in the precision of the group 
delay observable. The hardware modifications include minor changes in the receiver and the 
addition of a new "IF3" module to the MkIII terminal. The modifications and new ohserving 
frequencies are fully compatible with the capabilities supported by the 10-station Very Long 
Baseline Array being built by the National Radio Astronomy Observatory. 

As of April 1991, the new equipment has been installed at 6 stations that regularly partici­
pate in geodetic VLBI programs. Within the next year we anticipate that another 10 stations 
'will be upgraded. The wideband hardware was used during the October 1989 Extended R&D 
Experiment -(ERDE) in a 5-station network (Haystack MA, Westford MA, Mojave CA, Fair­
banks AK, and Pie Town NM) that produced VLBI data with repeatability of -1 mm horizontal 
and -7 mm vertical [MacMillan and Ray, 1991]. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In the 22 years since the first "high-precision" geodetic VLBI experiments, the precision of the 
best VLBI measurements has improved by roughly three orders of magnitude, from a few meters 
[Hinteregger et 01. , 1972; Cohen and Shaffer, 1971] to a few millimeters [MacMillan and Ray, 1991]. 
One of the critical elements contributing to this improvement has been increased precision of the 
geodetic observables themselves, including particularly the multiband delay, or group delay, which 
is the primary observable used in present-day geodetic VLBI. 

The current standard practice in geodetic VLBI is to record signals in severa.l ll'elatively narrow 
(a few MHz wide) frequency channels that are spread over a large RF frequency ra.nge (several 
hundred MHz). The standard error 0'.,. of the multiband delay depends on the overall signal-to­
noise ratio SNR and the rms value �Vrm8 of the channel frequencies via the following relation: 

1 
0'.,. = .  (1) 

211' SNR �Vrm8 
In order to decrease 0'.,., one must exercise one (or both) of the following two options: 

1. Increase the SNR. For a pointlike radio source, the SNR is proportionaJI. to 
antenna temperature x V(bit rate) x (integration time) 
system temperature 
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Past efforts to increase the SNR through system improvements have concentrated on increas­
ing the recorded bit rate (the MkllI system supports a maximum bit rate more than two 
orders of magnitude higher than that of the MkI sy�tem used in the early geodetic exper­
iments), and on lowering the system temperature of the SIX-band receivers (the X-band 
system temperatures of our present receivers, which utilize cryogenically cooled HEMT or 
FET RF amplifiers, are a factor of 2-3 lower than those of older receivers employing room­
temperature parametric amplifiers) .  These efforts continue, the most notable example being 
the MkIV system [ Whitney et al. , 1991; Cappallo et al. , 1991] now under development. 

2. Increase the rms bandwidth. In the earliest X-band geodetic VLBI observations that 
made use of the multiband delay [Hinteregger et al. , 1912], the total spanned bandwidth was 
36 MHz, and the rms bandwidth was 12.3 MHz. Improvements in both RF and IF electronics 
in the years since then have permitted an increase in the bandwidth by roughly an order of 
magnitude. Further widening of the bandwidth is the subject of this paper. 

Equation (1) takes account of only the thermal noise contribution to the group delay error. 
There are a number of instrumental error sources in our geodetic systems that can further limit the 
delay precision [Rogers, 1991]. All the instrumental errors listed in Rogers's Table 1 are independent 
of SNR, but many (e.g. , those listed under the "Electronics" heading) should be proportional to 
all;,! • .  Hence th� latter errors should be reduced by widening the bandwidth. 

The system improvements listed above (higher bit rate, lower system temperature, and wider 
bandwidth) may of course be used for purposes other than decreasing the group delay error of 
individual observations. For instance, smaller antennas may be employed without increasing the 
delay error. Or, one may trade off SNR for rms bandwidth: with the wider bandwidth, more 
observations of shorter duration can be scheduled in a given time span, thereby permitting better 
sampling of the atmospheric mapping function. 

The bandwidth upgrade described in this paper was designed for the SIX receivers and MkIII 
data acquisition terminals employed by the NASA Crustal Dynamics Project (CDP) in its observing 
program. The primary objective of the upgrade is to widen the X-band bandwidth of the receivers 
and MkIII terminals enough that the rms bandwidth of the observing frequencies can be doubled. 
Widening the S-band bandwidth is also an objective. 

The spanned bandwidths of the standard observing frequency sequences employed over the 
past decade are 360 M Hz at X-band and 85 MHz at S-band. These values are close to the limits 
imposed by the equipment: The SIX receivers, as originally constructed, support a maximum 
spanned bandwidth of 400 MHz at X-band and 140 MHz at S-band, and the MkIII terminal has 
an '!lPper limit of 400 MHz for the bandwidth of a single IF channel. As a concrete goal for the 
upgrade, we chose to double the X-band spanned bandwidth of the equipment, from 400 to 800 

MHz, and to increase the S-band bandwidth to 240 MHz. The X-band upgrade therefore entails 
changes to both the receiver and the MkIII terminal. 

In the next section we describe the hardware aspects of the upgrade. In section 3, we review 
the accomplishments to date, and discuss two problems that have been encountered. In the final 
section we speculate on the future. 
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2. METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION 

Because the equipment changes necessary to widen the S-band bandwidth are trivial, we con­
centrate in this section on the X-band upgrade. 

In addition to the usual considerations of cost and development time, the following goals were 
kept in mind during the design phase: 

• Maintain compatability with existing geodetic systems. The desire for backward compatabil­
ity argued against a change in the receiver LO frequencies. 

• Make the RF frequency coverage compatible with that of the Very Long Baseline Array 
(VLBA) being constructed by the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) . The 
VLBA will produce high-quality geodetic and astrometric results. Joint ex.perim.ents between 
VLBA and CDP stations will be extremely useful for tying the two reference systems together, 
for filling in gaps in the geographic coverage of one or the other array, and for checking the 
performance of the two arrays. 

• Minimize the extent of the changes to the receiver hardware. At most sites, it is far easier to 
make hardware changes (or repairs!) in the control room equipment than in the receiver. 

In light of these considerations , we chose to do the upgrade simply by expanding the frequency 
coverage at the upper end of the present S- and X-band ranges, without changing receiver LO 
frequencies or adding an additional IF channel in the receiver. At S-band, the only modification 
to the existing hardware that is needed is to replace the image rejection filter in the receiver with 
a wider-bandwidth model. At X-band, the upgrade is done in the following manner: 

1. In the receiver, replace a few of the components (image rejection filter, mixer/preamplifier, 
and IF amplifier) with wider-bandwidth components. Otherwise, make no changes in the 
receiver. The new RF frequency coverage is added at the upper end of the present range. 
Because the receiver mixer does an upper sideband (USB) conversion, the IF frequency range 
is also expanded at its upper end, from the present 100-500 MHz, to the upgraded 100-900 

MHz. 

2. Build a new module, poetically dubbed the "IF3" module, for the MkIII terminal. The 
purpose of the module is to make the upper portion of the wider X-band IF available to the 
MkIII video converters, whose input signals must lie in the range 100-500 MHz. 

With this arrangement, stations may switch from "wideband" observations to "standard" obser­
vations (which use frequency sequences with pre-upgrade bandwidths), or vice versa, simply by 
reconfiguring the MkIII terminal, without having to make changes in the receiver. 

Table 1 gives the RF frequency coverage of the standard and wideband systems. The 100-MHz 
gap in the X-band wideband frequency coverage arises in the IF3 module (see below) - there is no 
such gap in the IF signal coming from the receiver. 
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Table 1 .  Frequency Coverage Supported by Standard and Wideband Geodetic 
Systems 

(All frequencies are in MHz.) 

System S-band RF X-band RF S-band IFJ!l X-band IF(*) 
Standard 2210-2350 8180-8580 190-330 100-500 

Wideband 2210-2450 8180-8580 & 8680-8980 190-430 100-500 & 600-900 

(*) For receiver LO frequencies of 2020 and 8080 MHz. 

A slight conflict exists between the X-band frequency range of the wideband system given in 
Table 1 and that of the VLBA receivers. The advertised VLBA passband is 8000-8800 MHz. The 
3-dB passband ,of the VLBA X-band filters is much wider, however: 7850-8950 MHz. Discussions 
with NRAO s�a.ff led us to �onclude that ,the VLBA sensitivity should not degrade significantly 
between 8800 and 8950 MHz, so we proceeded with the design as outlined above. 

The IF3 module functions much like one channel of the MkIII IF distributor, except that the 
former includes a mixer stage. Figure 1 shows a simplified block diagram of the IF3 module. The 
X-band IF signal from the receiver is first attenuated by the amount needed to bring the IF3 output 
level into the proper range for the MkIII video converters, and it is then amplified. Depending on the 
setting of a double-polejdouble-throw (DPDT) switch, the signal is then either (1) down-converted 
in frequency by 500.1 MHz, or (2) bandpass filtered, with no frequency conversion. Option (1) 
converts the 600-900 MHz portion of the original IF to 100-400 MHz, which can then be passed to 
the video converters . .option (2) is included to allow easy changeover from wideband to standard 
frequency observations. Following the second pole of the switch, the IF3 signal is further amplified 
and then sent to a 4-way power splitter, from which the signals can be routed to the video converters. 
The 500.l-MHz LO, which is generated by a VLBA-style baseband converter oscillator designed 
by Alan Rogers (Haystack), is phase-locked to a 5 MHz signal from the MkIII 5 MHz distributor. 
The LO frequency is offset from an integral number of MHz in order to reject strongly the image 
phase cal tones in the mixing process. 

Not shown in Figure 1 are a digital interface circuit and a MkIII-specific Microprocessor Ascii 
Transceiver (MAT), which together allow computer control of the attenuator setting and DPDT 
switch state. They also permit remote reading of the output power level (measured with the 
square-law detector), attenuator setting, switch state, and LO frequency setting. In addition, they 
can control an external set of single-pole/double-throw RF switches that serve as general-purpose 
switches to change the input IF signals sent to individual video converters. The IF3 module may 
also be operated manually via front-panel switches. 

The 100-MHz gap in the X-band IF coverage, while unesthetic, has not proven to be a limitation. 
Most candidate frequency sequences considered for use with the wideband system have naturally 
contained a gap larger than 100 MHz in the appropriate frequency range. In order to eliminate the 
gap in the present 'design, the LO frequency would have to be dropped to 400 MHz, in which case 
spurious signals would appear in the IF3 output due to LO leakage and 3I1LO '- IIRF harmonic mixer 
products. Other IF3 designs were considered and rejected as being too complex (two frequency 
converters) or as requiring modifications to the processing software that are too extensive (single 
high-side mixer stage). 

Table 2 1ists the frequency sequences used in most pre-upgrade geodetic experiments (CDP, IRIS, 
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Figure 1 .  Simplified block diagram of the analog electronics of an IF3 module. 
Notation: BPF = bandpass filter, HPF = highpass filter, LPF = lowpass filter. 
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etc.) and in the wideband experiments conducted since 1989. The X-band wideband sequence is 
the same as the standard except that all frequency spacings have been doubled, and the sequence 
has been flipped upside down to accommodate the 100-MHz gap. We did not attempt to double 
the rms bandwidth at S-band because it is not possible to do so while both (a) keeping the sidelobe 
levels in the group delay resolution function sufficiently low, when only six frequency channels are 
used; and (b) maintaining a group delay ambiguity large enough (of order 200 ns) to ensure proper 
ambiguity resolution during periods of high solar activity. Because the S-band delay normally 
makes only a small contribution to the total error in the ionosphere-free delay constructed from 
the X- and S-band delays, the modest 53-percent increase in S-band rms bandwidth was deemed 
sufficient. 

Table 2. Standard and Wideband SIX Frequency Sequences 
(All frequencies are in MHz.) 

S-band standard S-band wideband X-band standard X-band wideband(*) 
Channel freqs.( t) 2211.99 2220.99 8210.99 8212.99 

2222.99 2230.99 8220.99 8252.99 
2231.99 2250.99 8250.99 8352.99 
2261.99 2305.99 8310.99 8512.99 
2292.99 2340.99 8420.99 8132.99 
2302.99 2345.99 8500.99 8852.99 

8550.99 8912.99 
8510.99 8932.99 

Spanned bandwidth 85.0 125.0 360.0 120.0 
RMS bandwidth 33.1  50.1 140.2 280.4 
(*) In the CDP R&D experiments, the VLBA stations do not record X-band channels 4 (8512.99 MHz) 

and 6 (8852.99 MHz). See Ray and Corey [1991] for details. 
(t) The channel frequencies are the sky frequencies corresponding to DC at baseband. They lie at the 

lower edge of the channel bandwidth of 2 MHz (standard) or 4 MHz (wideband) . 

3. PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS 

The bandwidth upgrade has undergone minor changes since its initial design in early 1989. The 
first IF3 modules did not include the computer interface or the DPDT switch. In addition, lessons 
learned with the early hardware led us to make some other, minor changes, which we describe later 
in this section. 

The first four upgrade kits (receiver hardware and IF3 module) were installed in July 1989 at 
the geodetic VLBI stations at Fairbanks (AK), Mojave (CA), Westford (MA), and Haystack (MA). 
Their installation was the final step in a series of system improvements made at these sites during 
the first half of 1989. The other hardware modifications included: 

• The phase calibrators in the receivers were replaced with new, more compact units designed 
by Alan Rogers. The output power of the new units is much flatter with frequency, and 
the temperature stability of the pulse epoch relative to the incoming 5 MHz is improved 
« 2 psrC). In order to reduce further any drifts in the pulse epochs, the calibrators were 
enclosed in temperature controllers built by Bendix Field Engineering. 
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• For those receivers whose internal air temperature is not well regulated, Bendix-built tem­
perature controllers were added to the local oscillators to reduce the temperature-driven LO 
phase drifts • 

• In order to support "double-speed" (8 Mbps) recording, all 14 MkIII video converters at each 
site were outfitted with 4-MHz video filters. 

Starting in July 1989, these four stations, together with the VLBA station at Pie Town (NM), 
participated in monthly, 24-hour-Iong, geodetic experiments organized by the CDP under the series 
name "R&D". These experiments utilized the wideband frequency sequence of TB.ble 2, with 4-MHz 
channel widths and double-speed recording, and a new observing schedule written by Arthur Niell 
(Haystack). This schedule emphasizes rapid and thorough sampling of all azimuths and elevations 
at each site, including particularly the lowest possible elevations. Such sampling is achieved through 
extensive subnetting and by keeping individual scan durations no longer than needed to give delay 
standard errors of ",20 ps. 

Shortly after the first stations were upgraded, two problems related to the upgrade were dis­
covered in the correlator output from the fringe tests and initial R&D experimeJlts: 

1. The fringe amplitude on all baselines dropped significantly above 8.6 GHz, with the largest 
drop at the highest frequencies. On non-Haystack baselines the rolloff was 20·-30 percent, 
and on Haystack baselines it was as much as 50 percent. The performance of the Haystack 
feed and receiver, both of which differ from the CDP norms, was known to degrade above 
8.6 GHz, so weaker amplitudes on Haystack baselines at the higher X-band frequencies were 
expected. The 20-30 percent rolloff on the other baselines was not anticipated , however. 

System tests at Westford showed conclusively that the fault lay with the receiver/feed sen­
sitivity, and not in the IF3 module (through which pass all signals whose sky frequency is 
above 8.6 GHz). Potential causes for reduced sensitivity are lower aperture efficiency (due 
to, for example, underillumination of the primary reflector by the feed or higher return loss 
within the feed) and higher system temperature. Further measurements �t Fairbanks, Mo­
jave, and Westford showed both effects to be present, but the dominant one appeared to be 
higher system temperatures. Roger Allshouse and Hollys Allen (Bendix) have found that 
the cooled X-band HEMT amplifiers need to be retuned for optimum noise perfolrmance over 
the wideband frequency range. We are currently in the process of instilling such retuned 
amplifiers at the R&D stations. Meantime we continue to study other sources of the higher 
system temperature and of the degraded aperture efficiency. 

Although certainly undesirable, a 30-percent drop in the fringe amplitude at the highest X­
band frequencies is not a serious problem. For non-Haystack baselines, the worst-case rolloff 
causes the group delay standard error to be about 20 percent higher than it would be with 
no rolloff. 

2. Evidence of strong (-20 dB relative to phase cal) spurious signals, nearly coherent with the 
true phase cal tones, was seen in the correlator output for the lower X-band frequencies at 
non-VLBA sites. Checks at the stations confirmed these findings: when the receiver LO was 
unlocked, the X-band phase cal level measured at the MkIII terminal dropped by only ",20 dB 
in the low-frequency channels. A spurious signal of this level can cause slow apparent drifts 
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of ±6° in the measured phase of the phase cal tone. Over a 720-MHz spanned bandwidth, 
such a phase change corresponds to a group delay error of ±22 ps. 

These spurious signals result from overdriving the receiver mixer/preamp when the phase cal 
pulse is on. (During the ..... 1 ns when each X-band pulse is on, the phase cal power exceeds 
the receiver noise by 10 dB or more.) Such signals were present in the receivers before 
the bandwidth upgrade, but at much lower levels. The upgrade hardware exacerbated the 
problem due to the doubled bandwidth (which increases the amplitude of the phase cal pulse) 
and, more significantly, due to poor design of the IF amplifier part of the mixer/preamp. As 
an interim fix, in September 1989 the spurious levels at the CDP stations were reduced by 
decreasing the RF gain ahead of the mixer/preamp, and by attenuating the X-band level out 
of the phase calibrator. Since then we have identified other mixers and IF amplifiers that can 
meet the goal of spurious levels >50 dB below phase cal with normal RF gain and phase cal 
levels. Such equipment was installed at Wettzell and Kokee Park when they were upgraded 
in early 1991, and the performance on the antennas has confirmed our lab tests. 

In October 1989, the five R&D stations conducted the 12-day Extended R&D Experiment 
(ERnE), which used the same frequency sequence and daily observing schedule as the monthly R&D 
experiments, but fit 12 days of observations into a I1-day span. The purposes of the experiment 
included: (1) with the best geodetic equipment available, determining baseline precision from 
repeated, intensive measurements over a short time span; (2) continuous monitoring of UTI and 
pole position over multi-day arcs; and (3) providing a large, homogeneous data set for studies of 
the effect of the neutral atmosphere on geodetic VLBI measurements. 

The geodetic precision in ERDE is among the best ever achieved: MacMillan and Ray [1991] 
find that the ERDE baseline repeatability is approximately 1 mm rms in the horizontal coordinates 
and 7 mm rms in the vertical. Ray and Corey [1991] analyze the precision of the ERDE group delay 
observables themselves, and find that the bandwidth upgrade did in fact improve the delay precision 
significantly. The precision of the highest-SNR observations is still limited by instrumental error 
sources, however. 

The monthly R&D experiments resumed after ERDE, and they continue today, but with a 
different set of stations. The R&D network as of April 1991 comprises Fairbanks, Mojave, Westford, 
Wettzell (Germany), Kokee Park (HI), and the VLBA station at Los Alamos (NM). 

4. THE FUTURE 

Upgrade kits for another 10 stations are presently under construction and will be available 
within a year. Because many non-CDP geodetic stations have MkIII terminals and SIX receivers 
of design similar to CDP receivers, the usefulness of the upgrade is not limited to CDP sites. We 
anticipate that, by the end of 1992, most geodetic observing will be done with a wideband frequency 
sequence. 

Further significant widening (by a factor of 2, say) of the instantaneous X-band bandwidth is 
easy in principle (simply double the bandwidths of the receiver components again, and build IF4 
modules for the MkIII terminals), but difficult in practice. Two receiver components that did not 
need major modifications for the upgrade described here, the antenna feed and the X-band RF 
amplifier, will almost certainly limit the effective bandwidth to well under 2 x 800 MHz if they are 
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not redesigned: At the edges of a 1600-MHz band, the gain of the present amplifiers will be low, and 
the noise temperature high; similarly, the feed return loss will likely be high, and the polarization 
purity poor. The amplifier problem is soluble, either with wider-bandwidth circuits or by using two 
parallel X-band channels with center frequencies offset by 800 MHz. Broadening the feed bandwidth 
will probably be more difficult. Most feeds show good performance only over a bandwidth of ",, 10 
percent of the center frequency. A technically simple but operationally nightm.arish solution is to 
move the X-band channel up to 15-16 GHz, where 1600 MHz is a 10-percent bandwidth. Not 
only would such a change cause serious backward compatability problems, but also the aperture 
efficiency at 16 GHz on many geodetic antennas is poor. A less drastic solution may be to add 
an "outlier" frequency channel to the receiver, close enough to our present X-band frequencies to 
allow estimation of a single group delay, but far enough removed to make the feed design feasible. 
In any event, feed design will surely be a major part of the next bandwidth upgrade. 
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cially Alan Rogers, for important contributions to the design of the upgrade; the staffs at the Fairbanks, 
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The Mark 4 Correlator System 

R J CappaUo, A R Whitney, A E E Rogers, C J Lonsdale, and E F 
Nesman (All at: MIT Haystack Observatory, Westford, MA 01886) 

The development of the Mark 4 VLBI data-acquisition system, with 
data rates up to 1024 Mbits/sec, requires the complementary 
development of a new correia tor system to take advantage of its 
many new capabilities. In order to process data from the Mark 4 
recording system, a correlator will be constructed to meet the 
following design goals: 

1. A baseline-oriented architecture similar to the Mark ITIA 
correlator. 

2. A new playback-machine design based upon the VLBA transport, 
which was developed by Haystack. 

3. Expansion from 28 to 32 tracks per tape drive. 
4. New correlator modules which are based on the widely-used 

'Bos' correlator chip. Module cost will be lowered by 
incorporating modern gate arrays, semi-custom Ie's, and 
microprocessors. 

5. Improved modelling capabilities to further reduce any systematic 
errors. 

6. Operation at data rates up to 32 Mbits/sec/channel. 
7. Compatibility with Mark IlIA, Mark 4, and some VLBA-format 

modes. 
8. Significantly-improved · computer support utilizing the Unix 

operating system on a modern platform. 
9. Full real-time capability integrated into the design in anticipation 

of real-time VLBI processing in the future. 
10. Improved hardware reliability and ease of maintenance. 

Design and development work are expected to extend approximately 
3 years, with the first operational systems to be placed at the U.S. 
Naval Observatory and Haystack Observatory. 
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THE VLBA AS A NEW TOOL FOR GEODESY 

VLBA OVERVIEW 

R. Craig Walker 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory * 

Socorro, NM 87801 

The Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) is a major new national facility for astronomy. 
It is being built by the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) with funding from 
the National Science Foundation. The primary use of the VLBA will be for high resolution 
imaging of high brightness radio sources in order to study their structure and evolution. 
The VLBA is also expected to serve as a premier instrument for astrometry. Since t�e 
techniques and requirements of astrometry and geodesy are essentially the same, the VLBA 
will also be a powerful instrument for geodetic applications. Astrometric &nd geodetic 
requirements on the performance and stability of the instrument are, in many ways, stricter 
than those of pure imaging and have therefore set many of the design specifications of the 
VLBA. 

The VLBA will consist of 10 antennas on United States territory plus an Array Op­
erations Center (AOC) in Socorro, New Mexico. The antennas are 25 m in diameter and 

will be outfitted with receivers and feeds for observing in 9 bands between 327 MHz and 
43 GHz. The observing band can be changed in seconds by rotating the subrefiector. The 
antenna structures are sufficiently stiff for use at 86 GHz and systems a.t that frequency 
will be added eventually, although pointing improvements will be required. Each site will 
be outfitted with a hydrogen maser and a VLBA tape recording system including 2 tape 
drives. The computer at each site will control the antenna pointing, the electronic con­
figuration, and the tape system. It will follow schedules distributed from the operatior..s 
center and will be monitored from that center. Each site will have a minimal local staff of 2 
people and will be operated unattended most of the time. The local staff will change tapes 
and maintain the site and equipment. Any serious problems will be handled by module 
swaps and infrequent visits by staff from the AOe. In order to limit tape changes to once 
per day with 2 drives, long (thin) tapes will be used which allow the recording of 12 hours 
of data per tape at the nominal rate of 128 Mbps. 

Most of the personnel and activity of the array will be located at the AOe.  Tl:e 
antennas will be controlled from there mainly by means of preplanned schedules, although 
some limited interactive use is possible. The array will be monitored around the clock by 
operators at the AOe. The maintenance labs and a staff of engineers and technicians will 
also be located there. Modules will be repaired there and most problems that occur on 
the array will be diagnosed from there. As with all NRAO instruments, development of 
new equipment will be spread among the NRAO sites. The AOe is located in Socorro in 

* The National Radio Astronomy Observatory is operated by Associated Universities, 
Inc. under cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation. 
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order to combine operations with the Very Large Array (VLA) which will remain NRAO's 
largest instrument. 

A major component of the operations center will be the correlator. A large correlator is 
required to keep up with the array since the array will be observing full time and will often 
work in conjunction with other telescopes. The VLBA correlator will have 24 input tape 
transports and be capable of correlating all baselines for a 20 station experiment. It will 
have sub array capabilities that allow almost any combination of smaller experiments with 
a total of up to 20 stations. The inevitable processing inefficiencies caused by experiments 
that require more than one pass or by problems with correlation must be balanced with the 
faster-than-real-time processing that is allowed by playing tapes at twice the normal record 
rate and by correlating more than one experiment at a time. The correlator architecture 
is of the innovative FX type first used in a major instrument by the Nobeyama mm Array 
in Japan. In an FX correlator, the input data are Fourier transformed on input to form 
voltage spectra which are then cross multiplied channel by channel. For a large correlator 
with many spectral channels and many stations, this architecture requires considerably 
less electronics than the standard XF architecture used on all previous VLBI correlators. 
The FX architecture has the additional advantages that it is relatively easy to avoid the 
fringe rotation and delay stepping losses often associated with VLBI. 

Most of the data processing facilities and scientific staff associated with the VLBA 
will be located in the AOe, although there will be related facilities on a smaller scale in 
Charlottesville, Virginia at the NRAO headqu;U.ters. The data processing facilities will be 
some combination of workstations and much larger number crunching machine( s) which 
has not yet been specified exactly. The purchase of this equipment has been postponed 
as long as possible in order to get the most compute power for the money in this rapidly 
changing market. The data processing will be done with the same software and on the 
same machines as for the VLA. 

The VLBA, as all NRAO instruments, will be operated as a national facility open to 
all users regardless of institution or nationality. Observing time will be assigned on the 
basis of scientific proposals reviewed by outside referees. The staff has no special access to 
the instrument for scientific purposes, although time is assigned outside the review process 
for instrumental tests. The VLBA will present a special challenge for scheduling relative 
to other NRAO instruments because, with both astronomy and geodesy, it will support 
two very different kinds of science. Direct ranking of proposals will be difficult. Since 
the VLBA is being built and operated with funding designated for astronomy at NSF, 
astronomical projects are likely to be favored. This could modified if the geodetic funding 
agencies were to contribute to operations. 

The astronomical and geodetic 
·
communities have rather different scientific styles which 

are likely to require that different criteria be used to rank proposed observing projects. 
Astronomers tend to do complete projects individually or in small groups. Each astronomer 
is involved in taking the data and analyzing it. There is relatively little sharing of data at 
stages prior to publication. The geodetic VLBI community tends to have large operational 
groups that gather large quantities of data in regular observing programs. They do the 
initial editing and calibration of these data and enter them into data bases containing 
essentially the whole history of geodetic VLBI. These data bases are then shared by a wide 
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range of scientists for a variety of purposes. The same data might be used by different 
persons to study tectonic plate motions, tidal effects, general relativistic light bending, 
better processing algorithms and many other topics. While tthe priority of an astronomical 
observation can be evaluated on the basis of the expected end product of that observation, 
a geodetic project may have to be evaluated more on the basis of its contribution to the 
overall effort. 

More information about the VLBA can be found in Kellermann and Thompson (1985). 
Technical details can be found in the VLBA Project Book which is available from the VLBA 
Project Office in Socorro, NM. 

SPECIAL FEATURES FOR GEODESY I ASTROMETRY 
The design of the VLBA was influenced in many ways by the requirements for the high 

accuracy delay measurements used in geodesy and astrometry. Some of the specifications 
driven by these needs are: 

1 .  Low Elevation Limits. For imaging and most astronomical applications, there is 
little need or desire to observe at elevations much below about 10 degrees. At such low 
elevations, the atmosphere distorts the amplitudes and phases so much that the data are 
of relatively little use. The VLA, for example, has an elevation limit of 8 degrees and this 
causes little complaint. For high accuracy work, however, the atmosphere is one of the 
major limiting factors in the ultimate accuracy of the observations and it is widely believed 
that observations at very low elevations axe important in calibrating the atmosphere (see 
other papers in this volume). For this reason, the VLBA antennas were designed to reach 
an elevation of just over 2 deg. This required the use of a large axis offset and a somewhat 
asymmetric support structure that might not have been used otherwise. Low horizons 
were also among the selection criteria for VLBA sites. 

2. High Slew Speeds. The VLA has maximum slew speeds of 20 degrees per minute 
in elevation and 40 degrees per minute in azimuth. Imaging applications on the VLBA 
would be well served by such slew speeds and the original design concept did no better. 
However the desire of geodetic and astrometric observers to obtain observations all over 
the sky in the minimum possible time drove the project to specify higher speeds. The 
final specification is 40 degrees per minute in elevation and 90 degrees per minute in 
azimuth. Even higher speeds were advocated by some in the geodetic community, but the 
VLBA engineers felt that this was the maximum possible without considerable increase in 
complexity and without compromising the tracking accuracy. 

3. Dual Frequency SIX System. Accurate delay measurements require calibration 
of the ionosphere. This can be done very well if delay measurements are made at two 
well separated frequencies, thanks to the dispersive nature of the ionospheric delay. The 
geodetic community has traditionally used the SIX combination (13 and 4 cm wavelengths) 
established by the availability of that combination on NASA deep space trackillg antennas. 
The VLBA has the ability to observe simultaneously in the S and X bands. On the VLBA 
antennas, the feeds and receivers for all frequencies above 1 GHz are axranged in a circle 
at the cassegrain focus so that the observing band in use can be changed by rotating the 
asymmetric subreflector. For dual frequency observations, a dichroic plate is fastened over 
the 13 cm feed. This plate passes the 13 cm radiation, but reflects radiation at 4 em to an 
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ellipsoidal reflector positioned over the 4 cm feed. Thus both frequencies can be observed 
simultaneously when the subreflector is positioned over the 13 cm feed. 

The dichroic/ellipsoid system causes a loss of sensitivity at both 13 and 4 cm of 
about 15 to 20 percent. The 4 cm band is the one at which some of the most sensitive 
astronomy observations can be made using the VLBA in conjunction with the VLA, the 
Deep Space Network and other stations. Therefore, the ellipsoid has been attached to a 
positioning device that allows it to be moved out of the way when not required so that 
4 cm observations can be made with full sensitivity. However, the dichroic plate is not 
designed to be moved so single frequency astronomy observations at 13 cm will always 
suffer a loss of sensitivity. 

Other frequency pairings are possible given the layout of the feed circle. None are in 
the construction plan, but some might be installed at a later date. At the moment, the 
ones thought to be of most interest are between the 43 G Hz or 86 G Hz systems and lower 
frequencies between 8 and 22 GHz. Here the primary purpose would be to try to extend 
the coherence time at the high frequency. However there may be interest in doing geodetic 
observations with other pairs. The planned 12-15 GHz receiver, for example, spans a far 
wider bandwidth than the 4 cm system so it might prove to be of interest for bandwidth 
synthesis. 

4. Number of Channels. The VLBA proposal calls for 4 independently settable chan­
nels - the same number used in the VLA. It was proposed that bandwidth synthesis be 
done using frequency switching. This keeps the hardware and imaging software relatively 
simple and sa.ves the cost of many Baseband Converters (BBC's - equivalent to Mark III 
Video Converters) , a fairly expensive item. Under pressure from the geodetic community, 
the design was. modified to include 8 BBC's, thought to be the minimum that would allow 
bandwidth synthesis to be done without frequency switching. For the extra wide spanned 
bandwidths that have come into use since the design was set, 8 BBC's is only adequate 
without frequency switching if the single band delays are used. A viable observing mode 
for VLBA geodetic observing is proposed in a later section. Joint observations with Mark 
III stations are likely to require frequency switching, as is now done when VLBA sites 
participate in the CDP R&D observations, until the Mark IV upgrades provide wider 
individual channel bandwidths. 

5. Cable Measuring System. Traditional imaging observations only constrain the 
phase stability of the antennas in the sense that the maximum possible coherence time is 
desired while tracking a �ource. There is little concern about being able to relate phases 
or delays measured on different sources. For such observations, if the delay through the 
cables between the receivers and the samplers changes as the antenna moves, there is 
little problem as long as the changes are not excessive. This is not true for geodetic 
and astrometric observations (or even for phase connection imaging) where results from 
observations of many sources all over the sky are used to get antenna and source positions. 
For these observations, it is important to both minimize the cable delay changes as the 
antenna is moved and to measure the changes that do occur. The VLBA system measures 
the electrical length of the cable that carries the LO signals from the site building to the 
receivers. This LO system will also be the source of the signals that drive the phase cal · 
system so the monitoring system is equivalent to the cable cal system associated with the 
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phase cal system on the geodetic antennas. 
6. Phase Stable Cable Wrap Design. A number of things have been dane to try to 

stabilize the electrical lengths of the cables from the site building to the receivers and 
associated electronics. The cables are protected from the sun and special high-stability 
cables are used at the elevation and azimuth wraps. The worst problems typically occur 
at the azimuth wrap since it must cover about 6 times the angular range of the elevation 
wrap. There a special "watch spring" design is used to avoid cable twists. The results of 
these efforts show up in the range of cable lengths measured during observations. They 
are typically much lower than that seen at typical geodetic sites. 

7. Phase Stable Electronic Designs. At all stages of the signal path, attention has been 
paid to phase stable designs. Also efforts have been made to maintain stable operating 
environments. In the original design efforts, some engineers felt that, by being careful, the 
phase stability could be made to be sufficiently good that use of a phase cal system would 
only introduce added noise. This is no longer being relied upon, but efforts are still being 
made to make the system as stable as possible. While much success in this area has been 
achieved, this is an area where much testing remains to be done and where improvements 
will undoubtably be made. 

8. Multi-tone-per-Band Phase Cal. The final VLBA phase cal system is still under 
design, partly because of the earlier feeling that it might not be needed. One of the 
capabilities that it will have is the ability to measure several tones per band. This will 
allow the single band delays to be related directly to the multi-band delay, a necessary 
condition if 8 channels are to be used effectively for bandwidth synthesis observations with 
the widest spanned bandwidths. The system will deviate from the Mark III system in that 
the phase cal phases will be measured at the antenna, not in the correlator. This decision 
waS driven by details of the correlator design that made measurement at the correlator 
difficult. It has the advantage that the detected phase cals can serve as a very good 
diagnostic of system performance during observing. However it has the effect that extra 
effort will be required at the correlator to measure the phases from non-VLBA antennas 
unless on-site measuring schemes become more widespread. 

9. Accountable Correlator Model. In order to do high accuracy work, especially when 
combining results from many observations, it is necessary to know exactly what has been 
done to the data. In the language of the geodetic community, it must be possible to recover 
the raw observables - the delay, delay rates etc. For imaging, this is not so necessary as 
one works with the residuals. The VLBA data system will maintain a record of results of 
the model used on the correlator so that it can be removed to get the raw observables to 
high accuracy. Unlike the current Mark III/geodetic system, the raw observables are not 
kept explicitly because imaging is still expected to be the dominant work on the array and 
a great deal of model recalculation can be saved by storing the residuals. 

THE VLBA AS A GEODETIC TOOL 

In addition to the above listed special features for geodesy, the VLBA has a number 
of properties that are useful for geodetic observations. 

With 25 m antennas and receivers with system temperatures typically between 30 and 
40 degree K, the VLBA systems are very sensitive relative to most other geodetic systems. 
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The typical system equivalent flux density (SEFD) is on the order of 350 K at S and X 
bands with the dual frequency system in place (better for single bands). It should be 
possible to do geodetic observations with 90 sec scans with the same SNR that is now used 
for the NASA R&D runs with sources as weak as 0.2 Jy. There is a flat spectrum source of 
this strength approximately every 4 degrees on the sky which would give much enhanced 
scheduling flexibility. A VLA project is already in progress identify and get good positions 
for thousands of such sources for use as calibrators by MERLIN and VLBI (Patniak et 
al. , 1991). The high sensitivity of the VLBA should also make the antennas useful base 
stations for use with small mobile systems. Sensitivity is an area where improvements will 
continue to be made since it is an area of great concern for astronomy. While the VLBA 
antennas are very sensitive by geodetic standards, they are rather small by the standards 
of the astronomy community so there will always be great demand for improvements. 

With 10 antennas, the VLBA can provide a large number of FLINN sites well equipped 
for VLBI and able to host other types of observations. The positions of the antennas will be 
known and monitored both by the VLBA stafF and, most likely, by the geodetic community. 
The sites have maser based time keeping, power, a secure fenced yard and a building that 
can house some equipment for visiting groups. For use as FLINN sites, monuments would 
have to be installed in the vicinity and surveyed relative to the antenna. Geodetic grade 
GPS equipment would have to be installed. The current GPS receivers are intended for 
timekeeping only. It would be desirable to have regional GPS experiments done near each 
antenna to determine any local motions of the antenna relative to the surrounding territory. 

The large correlator should allow classes of experiments that are not considered today. 
It seems that a 7 station experiment is now considered large for geodetic work. In astron­
omy, a 7 station experiment is already considered small and experiments twice that size are 
common. Larger experiments give far more source information and much improved station 
calibration. It seems reasonable to assume that some of the same adV3lltages will be seen 
for geodetic observations as they get larger. With the large correlator, such experiments 
will not impose a strain on the correlation resources, as they do today. 

The VLBA recording system will use a barrel roll mechanism to avoid total loss of 
any single channel if a recording track fails. This can happen, for example, when a head 
clogs or fails. For the barrel roll, the channel-track assignment will change each frame. 
If a track is lost, the integration time on several channels will be reduced, but no single 
channel will be lost completely. This preserves the frequency sampling required for the 
bandwidth synthesis. 

There are also some complications for geodetic observations imposed by the VLBA 
design. 

The limitation to 8 channels will require that experiments with the VLBA be done 
somewhat differently from ones done with Mark III sites. The observing mode proposed 
below relies on use of wide individual bandwidths which may not be available at other 
sites, at least until the Mark IV system is available. Until then, either frequency switching 
on the VLBA, or multiple Mark III bands within a VLBA band (a mode that may be 
supported on the VLBA correlator) must be used. 

The decision to detect phase cal at the stations will complicate processing of experi­
ments involving Mark III systems that have not been modified for on-site detection. An 
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extra pass through the correlator, or some loss of observing time, must be used to detect 
phase cal tones. 

PROPOSED GEODETIC OBSERVING MODE 
After a study of possible observing modes for geodetic and astrometric observations, 

Walker ( 1990) proposed a mode for use with the VLBA system. This mode provides 
high sensitivity, little problem with ambiguities, and uses only 8 BBC's without frequency 
switching. In this mode, individual channel bandwidths of 16 MHz would be used with 3 
channels at S band and 5 channels at X band. The spanned bandwidths would be at least 
as great as those used in the CDP R&D runs which are 125 MHz at S band and 720 MHz 
at X band. At least 2 phase cal tones would be detected in each channel in order to relate 
the single band and synthesized delays. 

The maximum delay sidelobe in the delay synthesis can be kept below about 70 percent 
with the 3 channels at S band and 5 at X band with the R&D spanned bandwidths if the 
single band delays can be used to constrain the delay to better than about 30 ns. With 16 
MHz channels, this will be possible with SNR's above about 5, which is lower than would 
ever need to be used for geodesy and would allow astrometric observations of rather weak 
sources of astronomical interest. Since the single band delays are not subject to delay 
ambiguities and are used to constrain the synthesized delay to one of the possible values, 
there should be no problem with delay ambiguities. 

In the above observing mode with 1 bit digitization, the record ra.te is 256 Mbits per 
second. This is twice the rate that can be sustained by the VLBA recording system and 
still meet the 12 hours per tape constraint impo�ed by the small staff at each station. This 
is not a problem if the tape is stopped half the time. The sensitivity of the systems will 
probably cause geodetic observers to use the shortest possible scan lengths consistent with 
reliable playback, perhaps 60 or 90 seconds. Slews to new sources will proba.bly also take 
about this long on average. If the tape is stopped during the slews, the tape consumption 
rate will stay within the required bounds. 

CONSTRUCTION STATUS 

The following list gives the status of each antenna of the VLBA as of June, 1991. 
Pie Town: The antenna near Pie Town, New Mexico, was the first constructed and 

is still the test site. Any equipment developed for the VLBA is installed and tested first at 
Pie Town. Pie Town was also the site used with the CDP R&D experiments until recently. 
It participated in the intensive session in Oct 89 and produced some very good results as 
are described elsewhere in this volume. Recently, the main VLBA site used for the CDP 
has been moved to Los Alamos to free Pie Town for other testing. 

Kitt Peak: Kitt Peak, Arizona, has most of the final receivers and other hardware 
and is fully staffed . .  

Los Alamos: The antenna at Los Alamos, New Mexico is also has most of the final 
equipment and is fully staffed. Los Alamos is now the primary VLBA antenna participating 
in the CDP programs. 

Fort Davis: The major concern at the Fort Davis, Texas, site recently has been to 
obtain an accurate baseline between the old George R. Agassiz antenna and the VLBA 
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antenna. This now seems well in hand alter a few teething problems. The site is now fully 
staffed and outfitted with most of the final equipment. 

North Liberty: This site, located at the old North Liberty Radio Observatory 
grounds in Iowa, is in operation with many of the final receivers and both VLBA and Mark 
II recording systems. However Mark III observations are sti11 limited by the presence of 
only 2 BBC's. The second site technician has just been hired and is in training. 

Owens Valley: The VLBA antenna in the Owens Valley is located very close to the 
Owens Valley Radio Observatory. First fringes were found very recently. The antenna is 
being used to cover the VLBI Network Mark III observations in June 1991. 

Brewster: The Brewster, Washington antenna is complete and astronomical testing 
has just begun. 

Hancock: Erection of the antenna in Hancock, New Hampshire is nearly complete. 
Electronic outfitting will begin soon. 

St. Croix: The Virgin Islands antenna is being erected. The structure is complete 
and some surface panels are in place. 

Mauna Kea: The road, building, and antenna foundation are under construction at 
the last site in Hawaii. Antenna erection should begin soon after the eclipse in the summer 
of 1991. This antenna should be ready for initial operations by mid 1992. 

As of the Fall of 1991, Pie Town, Kitt Peak, Los Alamos, Fort Davis and North Liberty 
should have sufficient equipment to do geodetic style observations. Owens Valley will have 
sufficient BBC's but will not have an S band system. 

The AOC is mostly complete and has been occupied for about 2.5 years. When 
initially occupied, a significant amount of space was left unfinished. That area is now 
being completed and will be occupied soon. 

The correlator is moving forward rapidly now that problems with the custom chip have 
been overcome. The chip problem was a design flaw in the commercial part of the chip as 
provided by the manufacturer and affected a number of customers besides NRAO. In the 
end, the NRAO project had to be moved to a different gate array product. Essentially all 
of the hardware has now been purchased and much has been assembled. First fringes are 
expected during the summer of 1991. A significant subset of the correlator (minimum 7 
station, 2 channel, but probably much more) will be carefully checked out in Charlottesville 
and then shipped to the AOC in very early 1992. Correlator operation will ramp up during 
1992 to the point where, by late in the year, most VLBI Network experiments and all pure 
VLBA experiments will be processed in Socorro. 

VLBA construction funding ends after 1992. By the end of that year, the instrument 
should be very close to full operation with all hardware in place. 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE 

During the construction and checkout phase of any instrument, attempts to do routine 
observations can be difficult because of incomplete equipment and performance problems 
that have not yet been identified or fixed. Also operations procedures and software are 
incomplete and staffing is below final levels. Most of the staff that is available is more 
concerned with the on-going construction than with operations. For most instruments, 
this is obvious to early users. The VLBA has been in something of a special position 
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in this regard. As VLBA antennas come into operation, they are inse:;:t{�i; into ongoing 
N�twork and CDP operations where most of the other participating obse!��atories are well 
"broken in" . The users schedule the VLBA antennas and wait for data t;c arrive without 
really being aware of the construction project. They tend to expect the same level of 
reliability as at other stations, which just does not happen. As a. result, there is mucJb. 
frustration. We only ask that early VLBA users be patient. Smooth, l'eHa,1Jle, routine 
operation is the ultimate goal; it will come in time. 

SUMMARY 

The Very Long Baseline Array will be complete in less than two Yf!ars. It will be a 
major new instrument for astronomy and has the potential to make major contributions 
to the worldwide geodetic effort if properly used. Initial experiments with Pie Town ha.ve 
shown some of the geodetic potential of the eventual instrument, if a bit pnin::dly because 
they were done context of the construction project. Soon the full poten.tial should begin to 
be apparent as several VLBA sites are sufficiently equipped for geodetic observations and 
the VLBA correlator becomes available with the capability to process recordings made in 
the VLBA modes. 

There are a number of ways in which the VLBA can contribute sif;ndncr..ntly to the 
geodetic efforts: 

1 .  It is the natural instrument with which to maintain the source cataJogs used for 
geodetic observations. Source structures can be monitored and the necessary astrometry 
can be done. The source catalogs can be extended through projects to il�vestigate large 
numbers of possible candidates. All of this work is very close to the mak. astronomical 
goals of the Array and will fit in very well. 

2. The VLBA can provide up to 10 FLINN sites well equipped for V=�J81 and able to 
host observations of other kinds. 

3. It is expected that very frequent, short observations will be dO::le foX' purposes of 
array calibration. With appropriate communication and experiment desig;n., these observa­
tions might be able to contribute to such routine projects as monitoring of UT and polar 
motion. 

4: The VLBA sites can serve as base stations for regional experimE:n.ts u.sing mobile 
systems, as long as such observations do not require too large a fradio:n. oj!" the totall 
observing time. 

S. The VLBA should be very good for experiments that test observi:w.g, methods in the 
ongoing efforts to improve the accuracy of VLBI. The combination of the high sensitivity, 
low elevation limits, high slew speeds, multiple observing bands, and cont;iI:,uollS operation 
make possible experiments that would be difficult or impossible elsewhere. 

6. The VLBA will have a very large correlator which could be used to process ex­
periments that use far more antennas than is typical in current experitnen.ts. It will be 
interesting to see if geodetic observations profit from large numbers of stations to anywhere 
near the extent that is seen in imaging observations. 

The challenges that must be overcome to obtain the best possible use 0:: the VLBA 
for geodetic applications will be both technical and organizational. Te::hllicaUy, the best 
methods to obtain geodetic observations with a system optimized for asironomy must be 
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found. This will be most difficult when experiments are done between Mark III sites that 
don't have the wide channel bandwidths of the VLBA and VLBA sites that don't have the 
large number of channels of the Mark III. The organizational issues involve the allocation 
time between very different kinds of science performed by communities with very different 
scientific styles. As always in this time of limited and strained budgets, the greatest 
challenges are likely to involve funding. None of these challenges appear especially difficult 
so the VLBA should make a strong contribution to geodesy over the next few decades. 
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1. Introduction 
A new data acquisition system, called K-4, has been developed by th� Communications 

Research Laboratory (CRL, Japan) as the next generation VLBI system. w(� had developed K-l, 
K-2, K-3 VLBI systems and K-3 system succeeded to measure the plate motion. In KL4 system, 
the adoption of a rotary-head type recorder using a cassette tape makes the system smaller and 

easier to operate. The K-4 is a compact VLBI terminal, one forth in weight, one fifth in size of 

Mark-ill and K-3 system. The K-4 system can be used as fully compatible on output data with the 
Mark-ill and the K-3 VLBI system by using Input and Output Interface Units. The measured 

coherence loss of the K-4 system is less than S %, which shows that the K-4 system performs well 

enough for the VLBI experiments. It was confl1'lD.ed that the geodetic result on the SSkm baseline 

(Kashima-Tsukuba) of the K-4 system agreed with that of K-3 system, within a discrepancy of 

only a few millimeters in vector. In 1990, this system had been operated �l �.tarctial, and the 

good geodetic results ware obtained(l). 

2. The K-4 system 

The K-4 VLBI system is being developed at the CRL as the next-generation system. In this 
system a rotary-head type recorder using a cassette tape (American National Standand ! 9 mm Type 

ID-l Instrumentation Digital Cassette Format) is adopted for making the system smaller and easier 

to be operated. The interfaces were designed to be compatible with that new recorder. Two 

Interface Units are used to get compatibility with other VLBI equipments, In. put Interface Unit is 

established between the Video Converter and the Recorder and Output Interface Unit is established 

between the Recorder and the data processing system. We make the system smaller, the functions 

necessary for the observation and those necessary for the data processing an� housed in separate 

units. The K-4 system consists of the following five equipments; (1) Local Oscillator, (2) Video 

Convertor, (3) Input Interface Unit, (4) Output Interface Unit, and (5) Data Recorder. 

Fig�la shows the K-4 system. The block diagram is shown in Fig. Ib and Ie. The Locall 

Oscillator synthesizes the local frequency signal for Video Convertor. The Vr.deo Convertor 

converts a window in the IF signal (I00-S00MHz) input to video signal (0··2 or 4 MHz). The 

frequency conversion is made using Image Rejection Mixer of single side band conversion. The 

functions are equivalent to the IF distributor, Video Convertors(l6ch) and Reference distributor of 
. . 

the Mark-ill or K-3 VLBI system. The Input Interface Unit is to be used fo! the dnta acquisition 
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and recording at the VLBI observing station (Fig. 1 b). It samples the video signal from the Video 

Converter, and sends the digital data to the Data Recorder together with the time data which is 

derived from the external time standard signal. 

The Output Interface Unit is to be used at the data processing station (Fig. Ie). It converts the 

reproduced data into the appropriate output format, and sends them to the Correlator. The format 

of Output Interface Unit is compatible to the Mark-ID format. Besides this format, another format 

is also provided for future correlator system, this signal is only digitized raw data. When multi 

baseline correlation was processed, all the Output Interface Units are daisy-chain connected 

through GP-ffi, so that the 
·
tape position data and status data of all the Data Recorders can be 

exchanged. The Main (Reference) Output Interface supplies the timing clock to Sub Output 

Interfaces. The delay bit between the Main and Sub Output Interface Units is calculated in the each 

Sub Output Interface Unit, using the time data which is inserted in the recorded data at certain 

times. 
It is possible to interface with the current VLBI system through those two Interface Units. 

Table.l shows the size of the K-4 system. The K-4 is a compact VLBI terminal, one forth in 

weight,·one fifth in size of the Mark-m or K-3 system. We introduce the data acquisition parts of 

K-4 system :Local oscillator, Video converter, Input Interface, Output interface, and Data recorder. 

2.1. Local Oscillator 

This unit is to be used at the VLBI observing station, and consists of the following sections. 

(1 )Referencesignal distribution section 

(2) 10kHz step synthesizer (& auto gain controller) section 

(3)Systemcontroller 

The block diagram is shown in Fig. 2. The Local Oscillator is specially designed to use with 

the K-4 Video Converter. It supplies frequency and phase references to the converter which 

extracts video signals (whose bandwidth is 2MHz or 4MHz) from the IF signal which spans from 

100 MHz to 500 MHz. The Local Oscillator outputs sixteen local signals, the frequency of which 

can be set in local or remote control. The frequency range and the frequency step are fully 

compatible with an current VLBI system such as the Mark-m or the K-3 system. Communications 

with a computer for the remote control are made through a standard GP-ffi interface. User-friendly 

message words for the communication are prepared. 

(I)Reference signal distribution section 
Geodetic VLBI achieves precise results by using the Bandwidth Synthesis method(8). It is 

necessary to distribute the reference signal (10 MHz) from hydrogen maser in keeping coherence in 

each 10kHz step synthesizer. The coherent SMHz signal made from 10MHz reference which is 

required for phase calibrator. This section has five lOMHz outputs and two SMHz outputs for 

'luxiliary . 

(2)10kBz step synthesizer section 
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The 10 MHz reference signal from reference signal distribution section is divided and its phase 

is compared with the divided VCO signal, whose frequency is under contr()lled CPU in system 

controller. The output signal frequency is possible to select in 10kHz step. This section supplies 

the local signals which are phase locked to the reference signal and are stable in phase noise. The 

selectable frequency range is from 100MHz to SOOMHz. Usually, this frequency iis selected by the 

experiment organizer, according to the minimum redundancy theory of the bandwidth synthesis. 

The 10kHz step frequency selection is necessary because the phase calibration signal detection is 

made in 10kHz in the correlation processor but the phase calibration signal is composed every 

IMHz in IF signa� which is controlled to 10kHz in Video signal by the synthesized local signal. 

The IF signal range is covered by two VCOs of this synthesizer. The output of VCO is protected 

from the influence of the load impedance with automatic gain controller. 

(3)System controller 

Execution commands and status data are sent to the host co�puter through OP-lB. The local 
frequency is set by computer through OP-lB. 

2.2. Video Convertor 
This unit is to be used at VLBI observing station, and consists of the following sections. 

(l)Power detection and attenuator 

(2)Filterand amplifier 
(3)Image Rejection Mixer (IRM) section 

(4)S�mcontroller 

The block diagram is shown in Fig. 3. The Video Converter is a compact unit in which an IF 

distributor and sixteen single side band converters are assembled. With the use of the local 

oscillator (section 2. 1), all analog devices required in VLBI observations are performed. In an 

current VLBI system such as the Mark-ID or the K-3, all these units are separated and rack 

mounted. It is very easy to transport the K-4 unit to a VLBI site and to make operations. 

Communications with this unit can be made with a computer through a op-m interface. User­

friendly words are prepared for the communications. Two types of operation are supported, one 

of them is one IF input and 16 video outputs, and the other is two IF inputs and two groups 

outputs, are supported. In addition, four IF inputs and four groups of four video outputs are 

available for dual frequency bands and dual polarization VLBI observations. The video outputs are 
fully compatible with the Mark-ID and the K-3. 

(l)Power detection and attenuator 
Power detection of four input IF signals is mentioned in this section. The each IF input signal 

is divided to four channels. Their powers are detected and are sent to s�m controller section and 

displayed on the front panel. Operator sets the attenuators value from 0 to 15dB, nn order to keep 

the detected (displayed) value from 10 to 90 on the front panel, the linearity is gallanted within this 
range. 



(2)IF filter and amplifier 

Two kinds of band pass filtel'S are equipped on each channel. One filter has the pass band of 

lOO-230MHz and the other has 200-520MHz, the role of these filtel'S is to eliminate influence of 

the 3rd order harmonics in local oscillator. It is possible to select the Lo-IF or Hi-IF filter from 

front panel on local mode or from host computer on remote mode. 

(3)Image Rejection MIxer (IRM) section 

Image Rejection Mixel'S are integrated networks composed of an in-phase power divider, two 

double balanced mixel'S and two 90 degree quadrature hybrids (or +45 degree networks). The 
primary function of the circuit is to separate a desired signal from its image signal. The image 

occurs during mixing when both the sum and difference output signals appear in the video band. 

In the image rejection mixer the image (undesired) signal is separated from the desired signal by 

vector subtraction. In K -4, this ratio is better than 20dB. These low pass filtel'S are located on 

after IRM section. The filter consists of 7-pole Butterworth filter circuit, as same as Mark-m or 

K-3 VLBI system. The location of 3dB point is selected by 91 % of the video band maximum 

frequency. The coherence loss resulting from the imperfect bandpass shape and foldover is about 

3%. 

(4)System controller 

Execution commands and status data are sent to the host computer through OP-IB. Input 

attenuatol'S adjustment and IF filter selection are possible to remote from host computer, the power 

detected value is sent to host computer through op-m. 

2.3.Input Interface Unit 
This unit is to be used at VLBI observing station, and consists of the following sections. 

(l)Sampling Section 

(2)Time Code Generator 

(3)Phase Calibration Signal (peal) Detector 

( 4)Datarecorderinterface 

(5)Software Control Section 
The block diagram is shown in Fig. 4. 

(l)SampUng Section 
This section quantizes (l�bit) the l6-channel 2MHz (4MHz) video bandwidth input signal with 

a 4 :MHz (8:MHz) clock, and produces a 64 Mbps (l28Mbps) data train. 
(2)Time Code Generator 

This section produces all the clock signals necessary for the interface and the time data using 

the 10 MHz standard frequency signal supplied from the hydrogen maser atomic frequency 

standard and the external 1 PPS signal which is the basis of the UTC time. The time data are 

backed up by an built-in battery. The phase of this internal l PPS signal is always compared with 

the leading edge of the external l PPS signal, and the error is generally within ±. 3 clock lengths in 
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terms of the 10 MHz clock. The alarm comes up if the error exceeds that criterion. The status can 
be sent to the host computer through OP-IB. The time data are generated from the internal 1 PPS 

signal. They are in the form of YYDDDHHMMSS (BCD), and are overwritten upon the data train 
every second. 

(3)Phase Cah"bratlon Signal (peal) Detector 

This section measures the amplitude and phase of the 10kHz phase calibration signals, which 

are included in the video signals, by product-detecting them with a set of phase-quadrature 10 kHz 

signals which are derived from the extemal 10 MHz reference signal (Fig.S). Any 2ch out of 16ch 

are selected to monitor. They can be selected from the host computer as well as from the panel. 

Amplitude is displayed in [%] and phase is displayed in [degrees]. The measured data can be sent 

to the host computer through OP-IB. 

(4)Data recorder interlace 

The signal data train of the 16 channels sent from the sampling section has a 16-bit format. 
This Data Output section translates into an 8-bit format and adds the time data and! a (4-byte) sync 

code. The logic level is converted from TIL to EeL. 

(S)Software Controlling Section 

The following controls are performed by the mounted CPU (Z80). 

(i)Interface with the host computer. 

Execution commands and status data are sent to the host computer through op-m. The 
functionsal'e; 

a) interpret the commands from the host computer 

b) control the Data Recorder accordingly 

c) sends the status data (time data, phase calibration data) 

d) status data of the Data Recorder back to the host computer. 

Also to remote the protocol errors, device alarm of the Data Recorder, and status of the Data 

Recorder to the host computer through SRQ. 

(ii)Interface with the Data Recorder 

The remote control of the data recorder, the status of the opemtions and error status are 
exchanged through the RS-422 interface. It is possible to read the error rates of the data recorder 
during recording and replaying, and it is possible to send those data to the host computer. The 

data recorder records a signal which indicates the tape position (23-bit binary data) as well as the 

sampled data, and the remote control of its set I reset is possible. The recorded position data (ID 

NUMBER) can be read. 

2.4. Output Interface Unit 
This unit is used with the Data Recorder at the correlation station. It consists of the following 

sections. 

(1)l3uffermemo� 
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(2)Formatting Section (Mark-mformat) 

(3)External lPPS Phase Compare Section 

(4)Software Control Section 

The block diagram. is shown in Fig.6. 

(l)Buffer memory 

The replayed data from the Data Recorder is written into the buffer memory. The Main replay 

system (the Main Output Interface Unit and the Data Recorder) and the Sub replay system (the Sub 
Output Interface Unit and the Data Recorder) are possible to be synchronized in one-bit step. The 
delay adjustment is done by controlling the buffer memory (4 Mbits) and subsequent 

programmable shift registers (PSR) using the information from the host computer. 

(2)FormaUing Section (Mark-m format) 

The header data (SYNC, time data, AUX data, and CRC codes) is generated in output 

interface, which is inserted into the 16-channel observational data, adds the parity bits (at every 8 

bits) in accordance with the Mark-ill format. As a result, the output data rate becomes 4.5 Mbyte I 

sec in each channel while the input data rate is 4 Mbyte I sec. And the other unformatted signal 

(raw data), which is provided for the future correlator. 

(3)External 1 PPS Phase Compare Section 
. The measured phase difference between the replayed Ipps and the external 1 pps sent from the 

Main Replay system, by counting the 4 MHz clock. Those measured data are sent to the Main 
Replaysystem, and used to make the bit synchronization (fine sync.) between the Main and Sub 

Replay systems. 

(4)Software Control Section 

A CPU (Z80) provided in this Output Interface Unit performs the following controls. 

(l)Interface with the host computer 

The interface with the host computer is made through GP-m. More than one Output Interface 

Units can be star-connected to the host computer, the host computer can nominate a particular 

Output Interface Unit as the Main Unit and synchronizing operations are performed using that Main 
as the reference. 

(ii)Interlace with the Data Recorder 
The communication to the Data Recorder is made through the RS-422 serial interface. The Data 

Recorder is remote controlled by the command from the Output Interface Unit . The tape position 

data (ID NUMBER) is recorded on the tape, those of sub are sent through the Output Interface 

Unit concerned to the Main Output Interface Unit for the synchronization between the Output 

Interface Units. It is possible to read the amount of the error in the Data Recorder during the replay 

and to send them to the host computer. 

(iH)Control of buffer memory 

Buffer memory is provided in the Output Interface Unit for data synchronization and the delay 

of the data can be adjusted at one-bit step by changing the read address of this buffer memory. 
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(iv)Data commuDication between Output Interface UDits 

All the Output Interface Units are daisy-chain connected through GP-m, So that the tape 

position and status of all the Data Recorders can be exchanged. The delay bit between the Main 
and Sub Output Interface Units is calculated using the time data inserted in the recorded data at 

certain times. 

(v)Control of the Front Panel 

The replayed time data are displayed on the Front Panel. 

Z.5.Data recorder 

A rotary-head type recorder using a cassette tape (American National Standard 19 mm Type 10-
1 Instrumentation Digital Cassette Format) is adopted. In Fig.7, it shows the tape format. It is 

possible to read the error rates of the Data Recorder during recording and replaying through the host 

computer. Helical scan recording is used to record high rate digital signals. With an L-size 
cassette (16 11m), the K-4 recorder provides up to 7700bits of data storage capacity, which is 
equivalent to 7.7 reels of conventional Mark-ill magnetic tapes. Recording time is 200 min (L-size 

cassete, 16f1m) with 64 Mbit/sec recording rate. Recording and playback are possible at different 

data rates: 256, 128, 64, 32, 16, 10.7, (Mbps), making the data recorder suitable for many different 

applications. For example, it is possible to record data at an extremely high speed and then play it 

back at a slower speed which is suitable for computer processing. Reed-Solomon error correction 

is performed by the use of customized encoder and decoder chips to permit powerful error 

correction. The playback heads are placed so that the recorded data is immediately played back 

during recording. This Read-after-Write facility makes it possible to monitor the error conditions of 

recording in real time. After correction, a bit error rate of better than Ix 10-10 is achieved. In 

addition to the helical data tracks, two longitudinal tracks are recorded with AC bias as annotation 

channels. These are provided to record auxilialY information such as oral comments, time code, 

etc. The Track Set 10 numbers recorded on the control track can be read at any tape speed during 

fast forward or rewind. When the search function is executed via the remote control interface or on 

the front panel, a marked search point can be found quickly and automatically by using Track Set 

10. The data recorder is equipped with three different types of communication port: RS-422, IEEE-
488 (Op-m), and RS-232C. 

The data recorder employs a built-in diagnostic system, which is designed to detect an operation 

error or hardware fault. An error message or waming information is fed to host computer via the 

remote control interface, as well as to the front panel display. 

Z.6.Data synchronization 

(I)Course Synchronization 

The Track Set ID numbers recorded on the control track can be read at any tape speed 

regardless of tape direction. When the course synchronization or pre-roll is executed via the 
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remote control interface or on the front panel, a marked search point can be found quickly and 
automatically by using Track Set 10. 

(2)Fine Synchronization 

The measured phase difference between the replayed Ipps and the external Ipps sent from 

the Main Replay system, by counting the 4 MHz clock. Those measured data are sent to the Main 
Replay syste� and used to make the bit synchronization (fine sync.) between the Main and Sub 

Replay systems. The delay bits between the Main and Sub Output Interface Units caD. be calculated 

using the time data inserted in the recorded data at certain times. To synchronize the Main replay 

system and the Sub replay system is possible to adjust the delay in one-bit step. The delay 

adjustments are done by controlling the buffer memories and subsequent programmable shift 

registers using the information from the host computer. 

3.oVerali coherence check of the total K-4 VLB. system 

I) measurement method 
We made an overall coherence check uSing K-4 system and antenna.system. We used two 

inde"pendent interrelatedgroups, called "system A" and "system B". It is possible to change SIN, 
. . 

so it is obtained the relationship between correlated amplitude and SfN. The signal source is a 

noise generator, this signal is divided to inject to "system A" and "syste� B" through 40 dB 
directional coupler at the input port of low noise amplifier (LNA). X-band sky noise is used as 

noise source for "system A" and S-band sky noise is used for "system B". The coefficient of cross 
correlation function po estimated from system temperature is given by next function. 

. 
_ ... J {S 1 * S2} po- "  {(Nl + SI)*(N2 + S2)} . 

. , 

________ (1) 

where Sl : signal temperature in "system A" 

S2 : signal temperature in "system.B" 

NI : system noise temperature in "system A" 

N2 : system noise temperature in "system B" 

It is possible to estimate the coherence by using next equation. pi  is the coefficient of cross 

correlation function from the correlation processor after 1 bit sampling correction. 

coherence loss = 1 _ .e.!.  _____________ (2) 
po 

P I is larger than po in appearance. pi/po shows coherence. If pi/po is I, then coherence is 

1. In this measurement, pi/po =0.975 is obtained. The overall coherence loss is 2.5 % in 250 

MHz, but it does not include the loss of aliasing noise cause by there is no fringe rotation. Table 2 
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shows the summal'Y of coherence loss. The estimated total coherence loss is less than 5% in K-4 

VLBI data acquisition system, but this value does not include the correlation processing loss or 

atmosphere loss, fringe stopping, phase scintillation etc .. We estimate the coherence of the K-4 

system. The measured coherence loss of the K-4 system is less than 5%, which shows that the K-4 

. system performs well enough for the VLBI experiments. 

4.Performance check of K-4 system 

Domestic VLBI experiment between Kashima and Tsukuba was carried out on IS JUN 1989. 

In this experiment, the K-3 and K-4 acquisition systems were used in both stations to compare the 

results and the performances. It was confirmed the geodetic solution of the K-4 system agreed 

with that ofK-3 system, with only a few millimeters in vector. The result is shown in Table 3. 

The residual delay is 0.091 DSeC, residual rate is 0. 151 psIs. They denote the K-4 system has 
betterperformances than K-3 system.. In addition, to make 24 hours experiment 8 medium size 
cassette tapes were used in K-4 system on the other hand 30 tapes were used in K-3 system, it 

makes easy operation. It is possible to cove� this experiment with 3 or 4 of large size tapes. 

S.ConclusloD 

The measured coherence loss of the K-4 and K-3 system is less than 5%, which shows that the 

K-4 system performs well �nough for the VLBI experiments. It is confirmed that the geodetic 

solution on the S5km baseline (Kashima-Tsukuba) using the K-4 system agreed with that of K-3 

system, with only a few millimeters of difference in vector. The K-4 system is already used in 

domestic VLBI experiments in remote islands and Antarctica VLBIexperiment. 

Acknowledgement 
We would like to express our thanks to staff of SONY and Nihon Tsushinki Co. and staff of 

Kashima Space Research Center. We are indebted to the staff members of Geographical Survey 

Institute in the domestic experiment. 

reference 
(I)N.Kurlhara, et.al.; "The result of the test VLBI experiments with the Syowa Station in Anterctica 

and its future plans", in this issue. 

(2)A.E.E. Rogers; "Coherence Limits for Very-Long-Baseline Interferometry", IlBEE �., IM-
30, 4, 283-286, Dec. 1981. 

43 



GP·m 

A : Local Oscillator 
B : Video Converter 
C : Input Interface Unit 
D : Output Interface Unit 
E : Data Recorder 

Fig. la. Pieture of K -4 systeui 

Observing Station 
Fig. lb. K-4 system block diagram (observing station) 

Fig. Ie. K-4 system block diagram (correlation station) 



5 MHz 10 MHz 
2 0utnuts S Qutnu',; 

Reference lll..M.Bz.. Sienal � Reference 
Signal -

lJjstributer 

System 
Controller 

GP·m Control 

. . ... . .. .. .... . ........ .  .. .. �. . .  
: 10kHz Step • 

' . ;,.. 

Synthesizer 

, .. , � ,:;  10kHz Step 

� 

� Synthesizer 
. . . . ':." . ,. ' " . 

: . . 
10kHz Step � 

e Synthesizer 
. . ... . . .. " >  . • • : . .. . . .. . .  

� ; . >' 

.. , , ' 
10kHz Step 
Synthesizer 

, . . 

'. � .-- ,,' 
.. 
� AGC 

III AGC 
, ', 

III AGC 

� AGe 

K-4 Local Oscillator 
Fig. 2. Local oscillator block diagram 

KSamPler). Data with Clock 16 to 8 Bata 

t 

II 
' ' 

l-

II 

�sampler). convert Recorder & �Sampler). • multiplex • Time Code Interface 
Generator 

T �Sampler]. Timing 
Generator 

• 
• 
... Pcal detector 
• h..'D .. ' ,-�, sivnal �sampler). K-4 Input Interface 

. . . 
Fig. 4. Input mterface block diagram 

! 

• 



Fig. S. Peal detection 

Phase 
compare 

K-4 Input Interface 
IPPS.cLK.S8 

' from to 

" 

-,' 
Data from Data 

OUTPUT INTERFACE UNIT 
Fig. 6. Output interface block diagram 

AImotadon Trackl 

ck Set (Set of 4 Tracks) 

¢ Tape motion 

Control Track (Sync: and TRACK SET ID) 
AImotatlon Track2 

Fig. 7. Tape format 

, "  



Table. I .  Size ofK-4 VLBI data acquisition system 
• • 

weight K-4 System SlZe ln mm 
W,H,D in kg 

Local Oscillator 480x199xS90 36 
Video Converter 480x199xS90 35 
Input Interface 424x 88xS50 13 
Output Interface 424x 88xS50 13 
Data Recorder 436x432x635 67 

Total 164 

Table.2. The summary of coherence loss 
Esti",ated Loss in worst case 

Coherence Loss Factors 
Friage Withoal 
KolalioD Friage 

RoiatioD 

Local Phase Noise (3.1 deg.) 0.23 ,., 0.23 " 
Imperfect Image rejection (23dB) 0.72 ,., 0.12 ,., 

Imperfect Filtering 1.28 ,., 1.28 ,., 
Aliasing Loss 1.99 " 
Clipping Loss 0.36 ,., 0.36 ,., 

Total 4.58 ,., 1.99 " 

Table.3.The results of baseline analysis in Kashima-Tsukuba VLBI experiment 

K-3 system K-4 system 

Length CJ Length 0- Difference 
in [m] in [m] in [m] in [m] in [m] 

X element 40719.331 0.020 40719.327 0.019 -0.004 
Y element 33656.704 0.017 33656.713 0.016 0.009 
Z e1ement 13590.709 0.022 13590.716 0.018 0.007 

Baseline 
Length 54548.SS6 0.007 S4S48.S61 O.OOS O.OOS 
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An t e nn a c l u :s t e r - An t e nn a c l u :s t e r  VL B I  
f o r  G e o d e s y  a.n. d A s t r om. e t r y 

T Sasao ( Mi zusawa Astrogeodynami c s  Observatory/NAO , Hoshi gnoka , 

Mi zusawa , Iwat e , 023 Japan ; Tel : 8 1 - 191 - 24 -1 1 1 1 , Fax : 81 - 1 91 - 25 - 6 61 9 )  

M Mor i moto ( Nobeyama Radi o  Obse rvatoty/NAO , Minami maki ,  M f nam l saku . 

Nagano . 384 - 1 3  Japan ; Tel :  8 1 - 261- 6 3 - 4 312 , Fax : 8 1 - 2 6 1 - 9 8 - 2 8 8 4 ) 

Abs t ra c t  

I f  each e n d  of a VLBI base l i n e  i s  composed of at l east 4 i de n t i cal 

antennas wi th well -mon i tored r e l a t i ve ' pos i t i ons and reference  s i gnal s 

f e d  f ro m  a common f r e quency s tandard . then such a c l u s te r - c l u s t e r  VLBI 

sys t em would al low u s 

1 )  to  determine 3 spati al components of the basel i ne vec tor and the 

c lock offs e t  at once , by s imul taneously observing 4 r ad i o  sources wi th 

known pos i t i ons ; 

2 )  to  der i ve the Earth o r i entat i on parame t e r s  for every 1 0  m i nu t e s  o r  

so , b y  p a r t i c i pat i n g  i n  a global VLBI ne two rk wi th a b a s e l i n e  o f  known 

spa t i a l d i r e c t i on ; ' 

3 )  to  measure radi o source pos i t i ons i n  di r e c t  r e f e r en c e  to  o t h e r  

sou r ce s . wi thout i nvok ing any p r ecess i on-nutat i on model or  equato r i al 

sys tem ; and 

A )  to y i e l d  p rec i s e  r e l a t ive pos i t ions and proper mo t i ons of c lo s e  

rad i o  sou r ce s , i n  t e rms o f  the mul t i - e l emen t ( o r mUl t i - v i ew )  

d i ffe r e n t i a l  VLBI and phase r e f e r enc i ng techni ques . 

Japanese proj e c t  VERA ( VLBI fo r the Ea r th Rotation s t udy a n d  

A s t r ome t ry ) ., o r i ginal ly conc e i ved as a c l a s s i cal 2 e l emeQ t VLDI . I s  I IOW 
b e i ng r econs i de red on the bas i s  of the above concep t . 

F l. gl.l r e  1. 
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1 .  I n t r oduc t i on 

VLBI geodesy and a s trom e t ry have achi eved unp r ecedented measu r emen t 

accu racy and made spectacular di scove r i e s  i n  many fi elds  ' o f  · sc i ences  

wi th i n  the  past decade . Now the wide  s c i en t i f i c  p r o s p e c ts opened by the 

VLBI themselves demand even further i mp r ovement s  in the o b s e r va t i onal 

capab i l i ty o� the techn i que . In fac t . finer accu racy and 

r e so l u t i on are  r e q u i r e d  in such r�search obj e c tives l i ke 

h i gh e r  

global 

t ime 

sea-

l evel change . plate  dynam i c s . angu l a r -momentum exchange on the su rface 

of the Ear th . s t ructure and phy s i c s  of the core -man tIc bounda ry . cosm i c  

d i s tance measuremen t s . t h r e e - d imen s i onal ve loc i ty f i e l d  of o u r  Galaxy . 

and l ink of radio and optical r e f e r ence f r ame s . 

S p e c i f i ca l ly , current obs ervational goal s  of t h e  VLBI geode sy and 
ast rometry coul d be summa r i zed as fol l ows . 

1 )  mm- I evel geodesy . 

2 )  0 . 1  m i l l iarcs econd Ear th o r i en ta t ion pa rame t e r s , 

3 )  h i gh - t ime r esol u t i on Ear th o r i entat ion s e r i e s , 

4 )  0 . 1  m i l l ia r c s econd radio- source r efernce f rame , 

S) mm- I evel t e r re s t r ial r e f e r ence f rame . 

6 )  w i d e r  u s e  of d i fferential VLBI for m i c roa r c s econd - I eve l a s t rome t ry , 

and 

7 )  long- t ime in tegra t i on via the phase r e f e r enc i n g  techn i q u e . 

We p ropose he r e a new de s i gn of VLO I sys tem , wh i ch we c a l l 
'. an t e n n ac l u s t e r - an te n n ac l u s t e r  VUH ' ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  me e t  t h e  

t e qu i r emerits ( Fi gu r e  1 ) . 

2 .  llas i c  Concepts of Ant ennacl u s t e r -An tennac l u s ter  VLBI Sys tem 

M a j o r  featu r e s  of the p r oposed sy s t em are the fol lo�ings . 

1 )  Each component s t a t i on of the sys tem i s  composed o f  c l u s t e r e d  

a n t e n l l a s . I n  o t h e r  wor d s , t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t 4 a n t e n n a s  a n d  r e c e i v i n g 

s y s t em s  at each s tat ion . They must b e  manufac t u r e d  as i de n t i c a l ly as 

p o s s l b l e . 

2 )  i� c ] a t i v e p o s i t ion s o f  a n te nn a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s  a r e  mo n .i. to r e d  w i t: h  
� r e � L p r e c i s i on i n  te rms o f  ground geod e t I c  m e a s u r e me n t s . 

: � ) 1 .: "  (' �� I ' e n c e  s i gnal s f o r  b o t h  r e c e i  v i n g a n d  l' e c o l' Cl i. n g  sy s t e m s  . . ll l.' e  f c :1 
:' ' ; ' - . . . .  : 1  ' : ·  .. · : : i : i0 n  f re q ue n cy s tandard a t each s ta l i o n . 

: i l � l . r l "" c n ta l  p h a s e s  i n s i d e  t h e  a n t e n n a s  a n d  t: r a n s m l s s i o n  sy s t e m s  a r e  

�il :-' i i  i ; . o r e r.!  a n d  ca l i b ra te d ' a s  p rec i s e ly a s  poss I b l e . 

:) )  ( ; i l /'. ·- w i d e band recording sys tems . p r e sumab ly 1( - 4  typ e .1 ( o r Mar l< IV ) ,  
a r (� (' q l l  i P i l e d  fo r e a c h  of t h e a n t e n n a s  ( J(awa gu c h  i ,  1 n s s : Wh i t n ey e t  a 1 . ,  
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1991 ) . 
6 )  Antenna s lew speed i s  h i gh 

enough . to  fac i l i  tate qui ck 

swi tching f r om one source to 

another .  

Such a system ( Fi gu r e  2 )  wi l l  

enab l e  us t o  r eal i ze a . ser i es of 

new VLBI obs erving modes descr i bed 

below . whi ch cou l d  b e  power fu l  new 

tool s of our sci ences . 

3 .  Basel ine Vector Determination 

F i gu r e  2 

The c l u s t e r - cluster system may look l i ke a h i ghly e longa te d  

inte rfe rome t e r  a r r ay . Howeve r .  c.ontrary t o  a n  usual a r r ay a i m i ng at  

observing a s i n gle sou r c e  wi th 

many base l i ne s . our sys tem can be 

used j us t  i n  an oppos i t e sense , 

namely for d e t e r m i n i n g  a base l i ne 

vector by observing many rad i o  

sources a t  on ce ( Fi gu r e  3 ) . The 

bas el ine vec tor '  h e r e  i mpl i e s  a 

vector connec ting geome t r i ca l  

cente r s  of the two 

F i gu r e  3 antennaclu s t c r s . 

Indee d . the �e l l - known exp r e s s ion of the group delay o b s e rvable 

t G : 

t G = D ' s / C + t c + t a + t  i ,  

whe r e  0 i s  a bas e l i ne vec tor . s i s  a sou rce vector . c 
veloc i ty ,  Tc i s  a clock offse t ,  

Ta i s  a n  atmosph e r i c  

p ropaga t i on delay , a n d  T i i s  

u n  I n s t rumental delay , and 

s i mple  geom e t ry of obse r vat ions 

wi th 4 VLD I pa i r s  in F i gu r e  4 , ' 
s how t h a t  we can dete rm i n e  3 
s pa t i a l  compone n t s  of the 

b a s e l i n e  vecto r  D and the c lock 

o f f s e t  T� at once b y  F i gu r e  4 

51 

( 1 )  

i s  the l i ght 

f. 



s imul taneous ly obs e rving at  least  4 sou r c e s  wi th known c e l e s t i al 

coord i nate s ,  as far as small atmosphe r i c  and i n s t rumental delays a r e  

neglec ted o r  cal i brated . Thus a s i ngle o b s e r va t i on l a s t i n g  on ly a few 

m i n u t e s  wi l l  y i e l d  a value for the phys ically meaningful quant i ty ,  the 

bas e l ine vector , w i th the cm- I evel accuracy . 

Al though the atmosphe r i c  effects  w i l l  r ema i n  as maj or e r r o r · s o u r c e s  

unl e s s  subs tan t i al progr e s s e s  a r e  made i n  remote - s en s i ng o f  wat e r  vapo r 

conten ts , our system· may i mp rove mode l i ng of the effe c t s  by p rovi d ing 

s imul taneous · delay values at  several d i r e c t i ons of the sky . F u r the rmo r e , 

the i n s t rumental delays could b e  wel l  measu r e d  and cal i b rated e i th e r  by 

u s i n g  the phase and delay cal i b rator uni t s  o r  by p e r i od i cal ly ob s e rving 

a cal I b rat ion source wi th all  4 VLBI p a i r s . S i n c e  the unmode led 

atmospher i c  e ffects are largely random , stat i s t i cal analys e s  o f  hou r ly 

data w i l l  b e  s uff i c i ent t o  p rovide mm- Ievel e s t ima t i ons . 

Kawaguchi  ( 19 8 9 ) proposed a s im i lar me thod of bas e l i ne vector 

d e t e rmina t i on with the aid of s i ngl e an tennas of ve ry h i gh s l ew speed 

and qu i ck recording of the s up e r -wi deband b u r s t - samp l e d  da ta . 

4 .  H i gh -Time Resol u t i on Ear th O r i enta t i on S e r i e s 

I t  i s  evi dent from F i gu r e  5 that the rotat ional amb i gu i ty a r ound 

the source vec tor , whi ch i s  inevi tab l e  in conve n t i onal global g e o d e t i c  

VLB I networks , wi l l  d i s appea r p rov i d ed 

D. 

F i gu l' e  5 

I that s p a t i a l  compon e n t s  of a t  l e a s t  o n e  

memb e r  b as e l i n e  vec to r a r e  k nown . 

Therefo r e , the c l us t e r - cl u s t e r  system w i l l  

make s i gn i f i cant cont r i bu t i ons to t h e  h i gh­

t ime r e solu t i on s tudy o f  the Ea r t h r o t a t i on 

a n d  atmosphe r i c  angul a r  mom�n tum . wh i c h i s  

acc c p t c d  u s  a maj o r  r e s e a r c h  a r ea fo r t h e  

1 9 9 0 ' s  ( D i c l< ey . l �HJl ) . The o n l y  t i L i n g  

needed i s  t o  ob s e r v e  e v e r y  s c h e d u l e  sou r c e  

o f  t h e  n e t wo r k  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  4 

s i mu l t a n e o u s l y  o b s e rved s o u r c e s . T h e n . t h e 

p o l e  c oo r d i n a t e s  and UTI w i l l  b e  d e t e rm i n e d  

w i  t tl t h e  m J l l .i a r c s e c o nd - l e ve l  a c c u r a c y  w i  t i l  t i m e  i. n t c r va l s  a s  s lt o r I .  a s  

1 0  m i nu te s  o r  so wi thou t ted i ous t i m e - s e r i e s  a n a l y s e s . 

I I' t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one c l us te r - c l u s t e r b a s e U. l I c  i n  t h e  I l c two r \< , 

t e r r e s t r i al coo r d i n a t e s  and c l o c k  p a r a m e t e r s  for t h e  r e s t of s ta t i o n s  
m u s t  b e  as s u m e d  o r  e s t imated i n  t h e  c o n ve n t i on a l way . I t  i s  m u c h  mo r e  

d e s i r a b l e  i n s t ead t o  have many c l u s t e r e d  a n t e n l l U S  s p r e a d  o v e r t h e  wo r l d . 
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In tha t ca s e , we could p r e c i s e ly moni tor both rota t i on and d e fo rma t i on 

of the Ear t h  wi th the h i gh - t 1me r e solut i on . 

5 .  Rad i o  Source Pos i ti on s  Independent of Ear th Rota t i on Mod e l s  

Conven t i onal e s t imat ions of VLBI r a d i o  sou r ce pos i t i ons a r e  based 

on t i me - s e r i es analys e s  of group · delay 

data and need an Ear th r o tat ion 

model , especial l y  of the p r ec e s s i on 

and nutat i on ( F i gu r e  6 ) . The s i tuat ion 

cau s e s  some d i s c repan c i e s  of the 
submi l l i a r c second- l evel among e x i s t i ng 

VLBI source catalogues comp i l e d  for 

d i fferent data s e t s  and d i ffer ent 

mod e l s  ( for  examp l e , s e e  A r i as and 

F e i s s el , 1 9 90 ) . F i gu r e  6 

Now i f  the bas e l i n e  vector i s  p r �c i s e lY known , e i ther by 

s imul taneous d e t e rm i na t i on or by i n te rporation 

ob s e rvat ions w i th the c l u s t e r - c l u s t e r  sys tem , 

· i n  p r i n c i p l e  two group de lay values are 

s uf f i c i ent to determine the source pos i t i on 

( Fi gu r e  7 ) . I n  that case , the new pos i t i on 

i s  dete rmined i n  d i r e c t  reference to 

pos i t ions of those sou r c e s  whi c h  are  used 

for the bas e l i n e  vector d e t e rm i na t i on . 

The r e fo r e , no p r e c e s s i on -nuta t i on model i s  

needed i n  th i s  me thod . Even the concept of 

the equato r i al coo r d i nate sys t em i ts e l f  

s e ems no l onger n e c e ssary . 

f rom succe s s i ve 

F i gur e 7 

The clus t e r - c lu s t e r  sys tem can i n c r e a s e  

i t s sens i t i v i ty b y  f o r m i n g  a p ha s e d  

a r ray ( F i gu r e  8 ) . Th i s  w i l l  b e  

F i gu r e  8 

par t i cularly u s e fu l i n  p o s l t i o n  

measu reme n t s  o f  f a i n t e r  sou r c e s , �o t e  
that ou r sy s tem w I l l  no t s u f f e r  m u c h  
f r om t h e  d i. f f i c u l t I e s a s s oc: i a t e rJ \': ! ' , l l  
a n  t e n na d e f o r m n  t.i O ll S d u e  t o  S f! I. �' -
g l" av i ty , h e a t o r  w .i n d .i n h e r e n L l: O  a 

b i gge r t e l e s c o p e  o f  e q u a l  c () l ] e c r ! n �' 
a r e a , 
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6 .  Un i fi ca t i on of Global VLBI Ne tworks 

A p r e c i s � . t e r r e s tr i al r efe! ence frame is c ru c i al for such s tudi e s  

l ik e  sea- l evel mon i to � i ng ( Ca r t e r  e t  al . ,  . 1 9 86 ) . At p r esent , . howeve r . 

the wo r l d  geod e t i c  VLBI n e twor k  i s  spl i t  i n to s eve ral independen t p i e c e s  

�o meet t h e  mutual v i s ib i l i ty r e qui�ements and r e sul ts of o b s e rva t i on s  

obtained i n  s eparate ne tworks 

often show sys tema t i c  
q i fference s ( Yokoyama e t  al . ,  

. 1 98 8 ) . I t  i s  therefore 

impor tant to 

global  networks 
comb i n e 

to 
tho se 

make a 
uniform t e r r e s tr ial refe rence 

sys tem . 

The clus t e r - c l u s t e r  sys tem 

may s e rve as  a corne r s tone 

for that purpos e , b e cause , if 

obs e rvat i on schedu l e s  a r e  well 

adj u s te d , the sys t em can 

F i gure 9 s i mul taneously par t i c ip a t e  i n  

s e ve ral  ne tworks ( Fi gu r e  9 ) . In  tha t case , t h e  c l u s t e r - c l u s te r  ba s e l i n e 

ve c to r  w i l l  b e  common fo r a l l  t h e  ne two r k s . Thi s  w i l l  impo s e  a good 

cons t r a i n t fo r the i r  un i f i ca t i on .  

1 .  Mu l t i - V i ew Diffe rential VLBI 

Ano the r impor tant app l i ca t i on of the clus te r - c l u s t e r  sys tem wi l l  be  

the mu l t i - vi ew d i ffe r e n t i al VLB I  ( Fi gu r e  1 0 ) .  

Di ffe rential VLBI i s  a powe rful 

me thod wh i ch enab l e s  us to use the 

ful l  m i c roarc second- Ieve l accu r acy , 

i nh e t" e n t i n  the lon g  basel i n e , in 

te rm s of measuring relative f r i nge 

p h a s e s  of closely spaced sources 

a l l d  t h u s . effec t i  voly e l im i n a t i n g  

c i (� s l. r l l c L i \" (! p ha s e f l uctuat i ons due 

i. " I I l'.'  a I . rnosp he r e a n d  fre q ue ncy 

;'; � : " : ' ! : I I " : : S ( s e e , fO t" examp l e . r- .i. g l.l l: e 1. 0 
T : j · , i . , p s o n  . .  \io r a n  an d Swenson , 1 9 8 6 ) . Th e d .i. f fe r e ll t i. a l. m e a s u r e m e n t s  a r e  

i ' ; l I ' l . i '.: ! I I : I I' I .\' s u c c e s s f u l . a n d  i n  fa c t  m i C l" O H r c s e c: cm c l - .I. e v c l  ,' c s u l t s a r e  

r ''' p ' J r  v· i I . \\ h e n  t h e  s o u r c e s  a r e  c l ose e n ou gh t ha t b o t h  f a l l  w i  t l l .i l l t i l e  
a n i " : ! i l l l : :  I H" ;UlI S ( Marc a i d e and  Shap i ro .  1 9 8 3 ; B n .i l c s . e t .  a 1. , U) 9 0 ) .  F o r  
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sou r c e s  wi th wider  separat ions , two me thods a r e  ava i l ab l e , namely the 

switching method based on the p e r i odi c nodding of ant enna b eams b e tween 

two sources and the muJ t i - view me thod u s i ng mul tiple  antennas at each 
, 

s t a t i on one t r ac k i n g  each sou rc e .  

The swi tching method has been used rather widely and Y i e lded many 

i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s cove r i e s  ( Bartel et  al . ,  1 9 8 6 ; Gwi nn e t  al . ,  1 9 86 ; 

Le s t rude e t  al . ,  1990 ) , e s p e c i ally in thos e  app l i ca t i on s  wh e r e  the 

o r d i naty group delay observa t i ons are not effe c t i ve . Howeve r ,  qua ted 

accurac i e s  tend to b e  l e s s  imp r e s s ive and somet imes even lowe r than the 

use ful l evel a s  source s epara t ions increase ( Gr eenhi l l . 1 9 90 ) . 

On the other hand , the mul t i -view t e chni qu e  has been succe ssfully 

d emons trated by Couns elman et a l . ( 1974 )  i n  the we l l -known 4 el ement 

VLB I  exp e r iment t o  mea s u r e  s o l a r  grav i tati onal d e f l e c t i on o f  r a d i o  

wave s , wh i ch a c h i e ve d  m l 1 1 l a r c s e cond - l e v e l  a c c u r a cy I n  t h e  e r a  of Ma r k  

recording sys t em . Unfortunately , s im i lar exp e r iments have not been 

pur sued , perhaps because of the b r i l l i ant suc c e s s e s  of the group de lay 

measu r ements ' ( fo r  exampl e ,  s e e  Robertson et al . , 1 9 9 1 ) and lac){ of 

s u i tab l e  instrument s . 

We b e l i eve that now i s  the time to r e vi ve the m U l t i - v i ew i d ea o n  

the fol lowing grounds . 

From the wel l - known formula for the RMS th e rmal phase no i s e  

o �  = l / S N R ,  ( 2 ) 

whe r e  S N R s tands for the s i gnal - to-noi s e  rat i o  ( Thomp son , Mo ran and 

Swenson , 1 9 86 ) , we see  that the phase delay d i ffe r ence and a n gu l a r  

s eparat i on o f  the two closely spaced sources can b e  e s t imated wi th 

accurac i e s  of the order of 

and 

o 4 T - r2 0 . /  ( 2 Tr f )  = r2 / ( 2 Tr f 

o s 

S N R )  • 

whc r e  f i s  the cente r f re que ncy of t h e  R F  b a n d  a n d  D i s  t h e  b a s e  L J lI e  
l e n g t h . p r ov i ded tha t the phase f l u c t u a t i on s  d u e  t o  t h e  a tmos p h e r e l i n d  

r r e q u e n cy s tanda rds a r e  we l l  compen s a t e d  ( h e r e w e  a s s u m e . f o r  
� i mp li c i ty .  that SNR ' s  for two s o u r c e s  a r e  n ea r ly e q u a l ) " O n e  c O l l l d  
c o s i l y c o n f i rm ,  tha t the a c c u ra cy m i gh t  r ea l l y b e  o s  h i 1!' ' '  a s  
lII i c r o o r c: s e cond - I eve l i f  we u s e  a n  i n t e r con t i n e n ta l b a s e l i n e w .i t i l h .i :,.:" " 
c> h s c ," \· .i l l g  f r e qu en cy ( > 1 0  GHz ) a n d  l a r ge S N R ( > 1 0 ) . 
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For the swi tching method , i t  i s  impo s s i b le to exp e c t  comp l e t e  

compensation of the phase fluctua t i on s , b ecause the pha s e  e l" r O r  i s  

accumulated d u ri n. the �wi tch i n g  cycl e ( sl ewing and record i ng ) ·. · The 

accumulat i on of the phase e r ro r  i s  rou ghly · d e s c r i b e d  by � : formuia 

( 5 ) 

whe r e  U \I i s  Allan standar d  devi a t i on of the phase fluc tuat i ons and 

A t i s  the dura t i on of t ime ( Thompson , Moran and Swenson , 1 9 8 6 ; for an 

o b s ervat i onal evi dence of the formula , s e e · Lest rade et al . ,  1 99 0 ) . 

Demanding that the accumulated phase e r ro r  /). t/> must b e  l e s s  than the 

the rmal phase noi se 0" .  of e quat ion ( 2 ) , we obta.i n  upp e r  l im i  t 6 t m a x 

for half sw1 tch1ng cycle  dur 1ng which the nodd ing does not degrade the 
phase measuremen t : 

A t u x = 1 /  ( 2 1Z' f O" \I "S N R ) ( 6  ) 

Assuming that Al lan standar d  dev i a t i on of the atmosphe r i c  phase 

fluc tua t i on is 0" \I - 1 0 - 1 3  for t ime sc�l e s  l e s s  than 100 sec ( Roge r s  

and �1o ran , 1 9 8 1 ) , w e  get r e su l t s  for (). t m 8 x shown · i n  Tab l e  1 .  

S N R 
1 0 
2 0 
4 0 

8 G H z 

2 0 
o 
5 

2 2 G H z 

7 
4 
2 

4 3 G H z 

'" 
2 

Tab l e  1 .  Upper l im i t  for the half sw i tc h i n g  cyc l e  ( i n s e cond ) .  

'., I I .-.;/ f I II i"j,/ � 
I 

: : \. 1/ I .  � �" 

,, ' ��� .. .. : . ..... . F i gu r e  1 1  

The tab l e  e v i d e n tly shows tha t t he 

swi t c h i n g  me t h od c a n n o t p r o v i d e  d e s i r e d  

accu racy , un l e s s  o n e  i s  a l lowed to 

shake t e l e scope s w i th p e r i od s  l e s s  than 

a few s e c on d s  or s o . The s i m u l t a n eo u s 

ob s e r va t i o n s  I n  t il e  m u l t I - v i cw m e t h o d  

s e em d e f i n i t e l y  

r e s p e c  t .  

O n  t h e  

s u p e r i o r  

o t h e r  h a n d . 

i l l t h i s  

p r' c c i s c 

c a l i b r. a t i on o f  j n s t t" u lllc n t a l  p h a s e s  i. 1 I  
th e i. n d l v J d u a .l. an t e n n a s  a n d  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t �m s  · i. s c r u c i a l  fo r t h e  

5 6  



mult i -v i ew method . Fortunately , the world exp e r i en c e s  wi th mode r n  

connec te d - e l ement i nterferome ter arrays appar ently i nd i ca t e  that the 

i ns trumental phase s  can be cal i b rated at  a few degr e e - l evel , by means of 

the h i gh-prec i s i on phase and delay ca1 1b rator un i ts and p rope r  
cal i brat i on observat i ons ; I f  there are 4 antennas a t  each s t a t i on , 2 
VLBI p a i r s  can b e  used to obs erve obj ec t  sou r c e s  whi l e  other two 

obse rve a s trong cal i bration source ( Fi gu r e  1 1 ) . So , i n  effe c t , we wou ld 

be i n  almo s t  the s ame s i tuation wi th the case whe r e  the two sou r c e s  

happen to appear w i th i n  the same antenna beams . Note tha t the 

cal i b ra t i on sourc e s  mus t  b e  s t rong for the shor t  bas e l i n e s  i ns i de a 

s t a t ion only . Ther efore , we will  have a lot of such sourc e s . 

Thus , we have a real possib i l i ty to apply the m i c roa r c s e c ond - l evel 

phase measurements to muc h  wider fi elds of a s t rome t ry , and pe rhap s to 

geodesy as  wel l  ( Jacobs , 1 9 9 1 ; Lowe and Treuhaf t ,  1 9 9 1 ) , by means of the 

c l u s t e r - c lu s t e r  VLBI sys t em and the modern i n t e r f e romet ry techn i qu e s  

whi ch have advanced in  a great d e a l  s in c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' 5 .  

8 .  Di fferen t i al Fr in ge Search and Phase Refe r en c i n g  

Resul ts of mUl t i - vi ew d i ffe rent i al VLBI obse rva t i ons c o u l d  be  

processed i n  te rms of a new ' d i ffe rent i al ' fr i nge search a l go r i thm . 

An output of a n - Iag complex cor r e l a to r  i s  exp r e s s e d  by a ma t r i x : 

R \  ( f d R 2 ( f d 
R \  ( f 2 ) R 2 ( f 2 ) 

R I ( r n ) R 2 ( r n )  . , , 

whe r e  n i s  numbe r  of lags , N 
ob s e r va t i on , R j ( f k )  I s  

. 

t ime t -

R tl ( f d 
R tl ( f 2 ) 

lag r 

. . R " ( f 
t . n )  ( 7 ) 

i s  numb e r  of accumu l a t i o n  p e r i o d s  i n  an 

a complex c ros s - co r r e l a U. o n . J i s  

a c.c IJlll u l a t i on p e r iod numbe r ,  and k . i s l a g  n u mb e r . T h e  a c culilu l a t J. o n p c r i. o cl 
i s  t h e  ' hardwa re i n tegra t i on time ' of the o r d e r  of a few s c c o n d s . 

Le t r c s IJ l  t s  of a mul ti -view d i ffe r e n t .i. a l  VUH o b s e t va t.i  o n  o f' p o ,i l l  t: 
sou r c e s  A a n d  B be repre sented by two s e t s of s u c h  mll t r i c c s  

R ' .:.  ( r ,  l )  and R B ( t' ,  t )  '. Here w e  d e n o t e  a n  a n a l ogu e e q u i v a l e n  t. 
of l� j ( t' d by R ( t' ,  t )  Fo r ' t h e i r  C I:O S S - POWC l' s p e c t l'{j a t: C il c: ! J  
accumu l a t i on p e r iod , w e  have 

57 



.. 
S A ( W • t ) = f R A ( t' • t ) e x p ( - 1 W t' ) d t' = -.. 

= A A e x ·  p [ - i Cl) A ( W .  t ) ] .. 
S B ( W • t ) = f R B ( t' • t ) e x p ( - i W t' ) d t' = -.. 

= A B e x p [ - i Cl> B  ( W  t ) ] ( 8  ) 

The phases  Cl) A and Cl) B of the cross -powe r  spe c t r a  a r e  exp r e s s e d  as  

Cl) A = W ( t' 8 A + t' I ) + ( W - W 0 )  t' c + c/J , +  t/J n , 
.Cl) B = W ( t' I B + t' a ) + ( W W 0 )  t' c + c/J r +  t/J B , ( 9 )  

apa r t  from ran dom noi s e  and 2nw amb i gu i ty ( Thomp son , Moran and Swenson , 

1986 ) . Here w I s  RF frequency . t' I A I t' I B a r e  geome t r i cal d e l ays of 

two sou r c e s  ( t'  8 = D . s / c )  • t' a i s  the atmosphe r i c  delay . t' c i s  

the c lock offset .  W 0 i s  local osc i l lator frequency , t/J r i s  LO phase 
d i ffe rence . and t/J p ,  t/J B are instrumental phases of two an tennas . Th e 
atmosphe r i c  effec t s  a r e  assumed to be common to the two sources . 

. Now taking complex conj ugate of one of the spec t ra and formi ng a 

c ro s s -product , we get 

S A ( w .  t ) S 8 '  ( w .  t ) = A A A B e  x p [ - i ( Cl>  A - Cl> B )  ] ' ( 1 0 )  

The phase diffe r ence in  the exponent i a l  func t i on mu s t  b e exp r e s s e d  a s 

Cl> A - Cl> B  .:= W ( t'  i A - t' 1 8 )  + 2n'R' + thermal n o i se , ( 1 1 ) 

after cal i b ration of the instrumental phas e s , s i nce common t e rms a r e  

mutual ly compensated . U s ing t h e  produc t . we form a new search func t ion : 

r ( O T , t'> -r) = 'I' 
1 1.11 • 2 

= 2 71''1' I 'I' I LII - - 6101 2 

d i r f'e r c l I G C S , 
.) b s r :  f ' .... il I. i o n , 

. 
S A ( W  • t )  S 8 '  ( W  • t )  exp { i w [ � t" + 6 t" ( t  - tu ) ] } d w d t ,  ( 1 2 ) . 

and lS i:  are t r ial va l u e s  foro d e J ay - n n el d e l ay - r a t e  
T i s  dura t i on o f  an o b s e r va t i on , t � i s  cpoc:h  o f  t i l e  

and tJ. W i s  r e c e i ving bandwi d t h , Tll e ll , f i n d i n g  va l u c s  o f  

j :- i l n d  o r  wh i ch make amp l i tude of the s ea r c h  t' u n c: t i on max i m u m , we ge t 
; ! 1" "� c i s (� e s ti ma t e s  for t h c  group - d e l ay- and d e l ay - r a 1. e  d .i. f f e r c n c: c s : 

. . . <'i t"  = t" , n - t' t: B , 
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and for the fr i n�e - phase d i fference : 

A r g [ I .( 6 t , 6  r ) ] = lJ) ( t  g A - t g 8 ) + 2n 7r . ( 1 5 ) 

F r om e q ua t i on ( �5 ) , we can e s t imate the pha s e - de l ay - d i ff e r ence wi th the 

a c c u r acy OA given in e qua t i on ( 3 )  after r emov i n g  t h e  2n7r amb i gu i ty 

&I Ii! 

. ' . 
• • '"' ... ... .. lirl  

. ' . 

� ZOf Q..  . . I 

.11- � • •  ;" o- -:;� , 
¢ .. - G u  . 

J I.Il ( I .� �'U III " 1 1  
� 

ii!! 
F i gu r e  1 2  

wi �h the a i d . o f  the gro u p - d e l ay - o r  

d e l ay - ra t e - d i f f e r en c e  obs e r va b l e  . 

A d i agram of F i gu r e  1 2  s c h ema t i c a l l y 

shows that , wi th the above new 

search a l go r i thm , we can e x t e n d  

coh e r en t  i n t e gr a t i on w e l l  b eyond t h e  

o r d i nary VLDI coh e r e n c e  t i me . Th i s  

i s  · no t h i ng b u t  t h e  l o n g  t i me 

i n t e g r a t i on wi t h  t h e  p h a s e  

r e f e r en c i ng t e chn i q u e  ( Le s t r a d e  a t 

a l . ,  1 9 8 8 ; L e s t rade a t  a l . ,  1 9 9 0 ; 

Le s t rade e t  al . ,  1 9 9 1 ) . � o t e  tha t 

the pha s e  r e f e r e n c i n g  i s  r ea l i z e d  

h e r e  i n  a na t u r a l  a n d  symme t r i c  way . 

We s e e  two po�s i b l e  a dvan tage s i n  the above a l go r i t hm . 

F i r s t . s i n c e  f r i nge peaks a r e  s e a r c h e d  for du r i ng t h e  f u l l  

I n t e gr� t l on t ime , r e fe r en c e  sou r c e s  may not b e  s t ro n g  e n o u gh t o  b e  

d e t e c ted w i t h i n  t h e  VLBI c o h e r e n c e  t i me o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  a few m i n u t e s . 

Th i s  m i gh t  .be imp o r tan t i n  p r a c t i c al s e t u p s  of ob s e rva t i o n s . 

S e cond , s i nce atmosph e r i c  phase f l uc tu a t i o n s  a r e  comp e n s a t e d  w i tll i n  

t i me i n t e rva l s  a s  shor t  a s  a n  accumU l a t i on p e r i od . we �xp e c t tha t t h e  
d e l ay - ra t e - d i ff e r e n c e  o b s e r vab l e  o f  equa t i on ( 1 4 )  wi l l  b e  as a c c u r a t e  a s  

( o r .  e ven m o r e  a c c u r a t e  than . a s  i n t e g ra t i on t i me i n c r e a s e s ) t h e  g r o u p ­

d e lay o b s e rva b l e  ( Thomp son . Moran and Swe n son . 1 9 8 6 ) . 

9 .  Ty i n g �1a s e r  Sou r c e  Pos i t i ons wi th Qu a s a r  Po s i  t i o n s  

The d i f f e r e n t i a l  f r i nge s e a r c h  a l go r i  UllII wi l l e n a b l e  u s  to a p p l y  
t h e  ' f r i n ge f r e qu e n cy mapp i n g ' t e c h n i q u e  ( �·lo l"ClIl  e t  a l  . .  1 9 G B ) 1: 0 t y e  a 
ma s e r  sou r c e  p o s i t i on wi th a q u a s a r  p o s i t i on . F o r  t h a t p u r p o s e . w e  w J l I 

s i ll lu .l t a n eou s ly o b s e r ve c l o s e l y  s p a c e d  lIIa s e r  a n d  q u u s a l' S O U t" (; (! S . T i l e  
s ea r c h  f u n c t i on of e q ua t l on ( 1 2 )  shou l d  b e  s l i gh t l y  chun gc d i. n ," i cw 0 (" 
t h e  l i. n e s p e c t r u m  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ma s e r  em I s s i on . Wc 1 0 o l� fo r now \'a l l l (! s  

. 
o f  cS r  Cl n el 6 r  wh i c h max i m i 7. e  t h e  am p l :i t u d e  o f  n mod i f i e d s e a n; 1 I  



func t i on : 

f ( 6 r  , 6 � ) = 

= 

whe r e  

1 

2 7rT 
f u  S Q ( CLl  , t ) exp { 1 CLl  [ 6 r  + 6 ;  ( t - to ) ] } d CLl ] d t ,  ( 1 6 )  
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i s  a c ros s - powe r spec trum of t h e  quasar a n d  

R m ( 1: ,  t )  i s  a c r o s s - co r r e l a t i on of a s i n g l e  l i n e  comp o n e n t  ( a  spo t ) 

of the mas e r  sour c e , wh i ch c ou l d  b e  r e du c e d  f r om an o r i gina l c r o s s ­

cor r e l a t i on func t i on , usua l l y  c o r r e�pond i n g  to many ma s e r  s p o t s . by 

mean s of a sui tab l e  f i l t e r\ i n g . The bandwi d th a CLl h e r e  mus t  b e  c e n t e r e d  

a t  t h e  f r e quency o f  t h e  mas e r  l i ne . Not e  that amp l i t u d e  of c ro s s ­

c o r r e lation of a l i ne sourc e  i s  almo s t  i n dependent of T .  The a t and 

a r thus obtained give us e s t imat e s  for the group d e l ay of the quasar 

and the d e l ay-rate d i fference b e tween the maser and quasar sou r c e s . 

r e s p e c t i ve ly . Thus we wi l l  get the p o s i t i on o f  the ma s e r  sou r c e  

relat i ve to  the reference quasar using the d e l ay - ra t e - d i ffe r e n c e  

ob s e rvab l e .  wh i c h  i s  l i ke lY to b e  accurate enough to r emove 2n n 

amb i gu i ty i n  the more accurate f r i nge -pha s e - d i ffe r e n c e  data ( Ma r c a i d e  

a n d  Shap i ro , 1 9 83 ) . 

10 . Japan e s e  Proj e c t  VERA 

Japane s e  dome s t i c  VLBI p r oj e c t  VERA ( VLBI fo r the Ea r t h Ho ta t J o lI 

s tu dy and As tr ome t ry ) , wh i ch was o r i g i n a l l y  con c e i ved as a c l a s s i c a l  2 
e l eme n t  VLBI ( FuJ i s h i ta and Hara . 1 9 8 8 ; Ha ra e t  al . . 1 9 8 8 ) . i s  now b e 1 n g 

r e c on s i d e r e d  on the bas i s  of the c l u s t e r - c l u s t e r  c o n c ep � . 

Cur r e n t ly , we a r e  t h i nk i n g  t o  c on s t r u c t  4 and 4 an t e n n a s  I n  t h e 

sou thwe s t  a n d  n o r t h ea s t  of J a p a n . f o rm i n g  a b a s e l i n e  l o n g e r  t h a n  2 0 0 0  
km . Al tho u gh a t h i r d  s ta t i on i s  h i gh l y  d e s i rab l e . i t  i s  d i f f I c u l t to 

f i n d  a s u i tabl e l oc a t i on wi t h i n  the t e r r e t o ry of J a p a n . 

D i ame t e r  of each antenna i s  thou ght to be o f  1 5 ±  5 m c l a s s . L.a /· goc /" 
a n t e n n a s . though · a t t r ac t i ve i n  many r e s p e c t s . m i gh t  b e  too c x p c lI s i ',' (! a l / d  
too f l e x I b l e  for p r e c i s i on geod e sy and a s t r ome t ry . 

�ln .i o l" r e c e i v i n g  f r e qu en c i e s  wi l l  b e  2GHz . 8 G l l z . 2 2 Gl l z  a n d  4 :�C I l t:  0 

S p e c .i a .l. emp ha s e s  wi l l  b e mad e  on t h e  s u p e r - w i d e b a n d  ge o d e sy a :0. � � C H z  :.l ! I d  
ma s c /" .l .i. n e ob s e rvat i ons . 

P r e sumab l y . h i gh cos t of the 8 a n t e n n a s  w i l l  b e  t i l e  p r i. ma ry 
ob s t a c l e  for real i za t i on of the p r o J e c t .  We wou l d  l i l< e  t o  C.l c c (! I \ L l l a l e  
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tl'}at .4 and 4 sets of "�5 m ante�nas must b e  s i gn i f i c antly l e s s  expen s i ve 

than tWo 30
"
m antenn�s of the same sens i tivi ty , and w i l l  be , as we 

bel i eve , far more produc t i�e in sCl ence � 
The antenn"as " �an be " located wi thin areas of 5 0  m x 50 m or  so . 

the r efore the l and w i l l  not b e  a b i g  prob l em . 

The p r oj e c t" i s  now" i n  a feas ib i l i ty s tudy phase and , 1 f successful . 

could be  funded "  in later half of the 1990 ' s .  
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The Roles of IERS VLBI Technology Development Center of CRL, Japan 

by 

F. Takahashi and T. Yoshino 
(CRL, Nukui-Kitamachi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184 Japan) 

and 
Y. Sugimoto, Y. Takahashi, N. Kurihara and A. Kaneko 

(KSRC, CRL, Hirai, Kashima-machi, Ibaraki, 314 Japan) 

Introduction 

The IERS is responsible for the science and technology with respect to 
the development of the observation system of the earth and space sciences 
in the long scale of time. The technical innovations of the observation system 
should be always essential for the IERS programs. CRL plans to proceed the 
following activities as the VLBI Technology Development Center (TDC). CRL 
will contribute to IERS under the cooperation with another center of Haystack 
Observatory, a big senior center of VLBI technologies, and also with Japanese 
relating institutes such as National Astronomical Observatory (NAOj Nobeyama, 
Mizusawa) , National Institute of Polar Research (NIPR) and Geographical Survey 
Institute (GSI) .  

1)  Development and demonstration of K-4 VLBI system. 
2) Realization of single-frequency VLBI with dual-frequency GPS 

TEC measurements. 
3) Collocations among the space techniques, e,g., VLBI, SLR, GPS 

and two-way time transfer. 
4) Improvement of data reduction and analysis of VLBI 

experiments. 
5) Participation in IRIS -P and DOSE global VLBI experiments. 

When Japan will start the formal Antarctic VLBI program by NIPR, we 
CRL contribute to the IERS works by using the southern hemisphere VLBI 
network data linked with Japanese Syowa Station. 

Background 

After the completion of K-3 VLBI system, which was developed in 
Communications Research Laboratory (CRL) and is compatible with Mark-III 
VLBI system of NASA, CRL has started international VLBI Experiments since 
1983. Major part of CRL's international experiments was performed under US­
Japan joint VLBI experiments. CRL has participated in NASA's Crustal Dynamics 
Project(CDP) for more than seven years. US-Japan experiments has brought 
us many kinds of advanced and fruitful results in the study of crustal plate 
motions, earth rotations, time transfers and satellite VLBI. 

Besides US-Japan cooperation, CRL now performs several bilateral 
government-level cooperations with, for example, China, Australia, Germany, 
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Canada, and Sweden. These cooperations contribute to the im portant geodetic 
results from the joint VLBI experiment in 1980's.  

I n  1990's the major target of CRL 's VLBI project has shifted to the 
works relating to both the importance of Japan Standard Time of CRL and 
I nternational Earth Rotation Service ( I E R S ) .  

Facilities for I E RS Works 

CRL can provide major space geodetic facilities for I E R S  works. Two 
large aperture antennas and three transportable antennas are available. 
Particularly our major 34m antenna, as shown in Fig. 1 (a) , covers from VHF to 
mm-wave and it is applicable to several important research work of technical 
development as I E R S /TDC, such as mm-wave VLBI and high precision VLBI 
using wide bandwidth. Three transportable antennas are also available for 
I E R S /TDC as Japanese " Western Pacific VLBI network " .  

CRL can provide a new SLR system with 1.  5 m  telescope, as shown in 
Fig. 1 ( b ) ,  in Tokyo. Tokyo SLR system has participated in the E TALON 
Cam paign in 1990 which was promoted by I E R S .  The global position of Tokyo 
SLR system is now determined with the precision of better than a few 
centimeters. 

Fig. l (a) 34m antenna at Kashima, CRL Fig . l (b )  1 . 5m SLR telescope at Tok yo 
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Major Funds 

As the IERS TOC, CRL now proceeds following two works: one is the 
long-term bureaucratic works to keep Toe financially and another is the 
research and development works. Latter works will be mentioned in the 
following sections. 

The CRL's major fund for TOC is the contribution to the national time 
and frequency standards. CRL is responsible to keep and disseminate the 
standard time in Japan. Fig.2 shows the international scheme of standard 
times. Three categories are relating to them. Until 1987, BIH played a 
comISrehensive role of the service of UT1 and Atomic Time. Since 1988, when 
IERS has started, respective schemes of TAl · and UT1 have been separated. 
TOC of CRL, however, pursues the linkage research between TAl and UT1 now 
and this linkage could be the major source of the funds for CRL's VLBI 
activities. 

Other fund are regarding the earthquake prediction research and the 
environmental budgets for the mean sea-level change. And TOC of CRL now 
strongly promote Science and Technology Agency (STA) fellowship to invite 
space geodetic researchers to Japan. 

Schele of International Standard Ti.e 
r .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... , 
1 STANDARDS I I,. .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... ..,�_ .... .J 

TAl 
Engineering 

" 

CGPM 

DIRt � CIRt 

CCDS 

r .... _ .... _ .... -_ .... _ .... _ .... , 
I · SCIl�CE I L � _ .... _ .... __ .... ..,·�_A 

urI 
Science U. N. 

" � 
UNES(l) 

FAGS - I� 
I 

IflJ URSI 
I 

ConD. A 

r .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ .... .., 
I RADIO- REGULATION I L _.J ... _ .... _--, ,_ .... _.01 

, , 

lID 

CCIR 

SG. 7 

Fig.2 International scheme of Standard Time/Frequncy since 1988 
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Development of K -4 VLBI system 

A new data ��qUisition system, cfllled K-4, has been developed by CRL(l ) . 
, A large capacity data could be record�d with high-recording density. High­
'!=lpeed recording rate is one of the most important developing items of the 
V,LBI system. The adoption of a rotary-head recorder using a cassette tape 
(Instrumentation Digital Cassette Format)' makes the system reliable, smaller 
and easier to operate. " Th�ir interface units make the K -4 system fully 
compatible with the Mark'::'UI and the K-3 VLBI system. On reproducing the 
VLBI data, the perfect synchronization is accomplished the K -4 Data Record 
and interface units. The synchronization control of the recorders is much 
easier '�han the open reel HoneyweU recorder for correlation processing. 

TIME !VLBI Collocation 

One ' of the major reason of the", vertical component error of VLBI 
experiments: is t�e paraIIieter correlations ' between the I paseline components and 
the time pofYnomials. " 'If w.e can measure and determi�e the clock difference 
between' two stations'" by" other methods (TIME/VLBi , Collocations), we can 
concentrate on the adjustment pf. basellne pa'rameters themselves. Fig.3 shows 
the system diag'ram " of TIME/VLBI ' Coll�catiQ� asSumed i� this simmulation. 

" . ," I' .' . ' ••• 

The simulatio:p. ' was performed to show 'the improvement of the vertical 
component error- 'of trans-'pacific baseline, by.'using the two-way time transfer 
method. The siiIlulatiQn results in Tabl�' ;l Shows ,'that in the Kashima-Mojave 
(almost completely east-west) baseline case, X' and Z ,components errors were 
dramatically improved by this method. These component ; are considered almost 
along the vertical' compo�ents, of this ,b,aseline. " . 

" " 

In our ' Eiimulation,· we adopted the v8Iue of, 0.4 ns ' as the two-way time 
t transfer 'error. ' , ' ', If we can improve the two-'way . precision, much more 

important, B:,nd signifi�
,
ant results will be ayailable, �e ,expect. 

Table 1 Results from 'the' simulation of · TIME/VLBI colocation 

Parameters 

x-emp (em) 

y-emp (em )  

z-emp (em) 

elO (ns) 

ell (ns/d) 

el2 (ns/d/d) 

e20 (ns) 

e21 (ns/d) 

e22 (ns/d/d) ' , " . . 

a' pri 

30 . 0 

3 0 . 0 

case 1 

adJst delta 

28' .. 5 1 .  5 

30 � 7  -,. 7 � .... 

3 0 . '0 29'. 8  

' 1 . 0 0 , " 

. 2  

1 . 0 0 " ,' , :'�. 

1 .  0 0  

1 .  0 0  

1 .  o il  
1 .  0 0  

" case 2 

rms a�jst  del ta 

1 . 3  2 8 : 3 1 . 7 
2 . 4 , , 32 . 1  -2 . 1 

" J . 5  3 1 .  '3 - 1 .  3 : 

, l. 09 " , - . 0 9 

- . 24 '  1: 2 4  

rms 

4 . 2 

2 . 6 

4 . 6 

. 54 

1 .  2 5  

case 3 

adjst 

2 9 . 8 

3 1 . 1 

2 9 . 6 

. 87 

3 . 23 

del ta 

. 2  

- 1 .  1 

. 4  

. 1 3 

- 2 . 2 3  

rms 

4 . 3 

2 . 6  

4 . 6 

. 63 

3 . 4 1  

2 . 08 - 1 . 08 1 . 20  -3 . 1 2 4 . 1 2  6 . 52  
I • : " ,  ' , :  

, ' 

- 5 . 82  6 . 8 2  3 . 70  

1 1 . 8 1  - 1 0 . 8 1  9 . 89 

-9 . 29 , , 1 0 . 2 9  & . 54 
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Fig.4 shows the relation between SIN ratio and expected precision about 
two-way time transfer experiment. CRL already performed the ranging test 
between CRL and pacific INTELSAT and we attained 0.4 ns. for Ku-band and 
ranging measurements. 

We have prospects to improve the precision up to 0.1 ns by increasing 
the SIN of two-way signals. This simulation clearly shows that VLBI is the 
most precise time delay mesurement and the research about the clock behavier 
as the �eference of the delay should be done much more. 

III r::: 

� rz:I � /'Jl :z; :i E-4 
rz:I :E 1"'1 E-t 

� � I 
0 
� E-t 
fZ.4 0 

� H /'Jl 1"'1 () 
rz:I � Po. 

10 

1 

0.4 

0.1 

0.01 

50 60 65 70 BO 

SINn RATIO OF TWO-WAY SIGNALS (dB/Hz) 
90 

Fig.4 Relation between SiN ration and expected precision of two-way time 
transfer. Present case:bit-rate=2. 5MHz and S/No=65dB/HZ, then precision 
better than 0.4 ns is available. If they will be improved, precision 
better than 0.1 ns would �e possible 
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Single Frequency VLBI 

The new total election content(TEC) measurement system (TECmeter) is 
developed by CRL and manufactured by Nihon Tsushinki Inc. This system 
utilizes the coherent P code modulation of two L band signals transmitted from 
GPS satellites. It does not require " the knowledge of the P code itself but 
only uses the cross-correlation of P code modulation of respective L band 
signals. The observed value of TEC can be obtained from the measurement of 
the correlation amplitude, which is related to the dispersive delay between two 
P code modulation. 

The test experiment of single frequency VLBI was carried out at Kashima 
and Chichijima simultaneously" from Nov.25 to Dec.9, 1989 by using TECmeter. 
Multi-directionaJ. observations of slant TECs at a station enable us to depict 
a vertical TEe distribution around the VLBI station with a simplified 
ionospher.ic model. By combining the data observed at two stations, it is 
possible to extend a TEC mapping area. 

TECmeter gives us the ionospheric propagation delay with the precision 
of less than 1 ns in 1.5 GHz. It corresponds to the 30 ps precision in 8 GHz, 
which is sufficient for the ionospheric compensation of the geodetic VLBI 
observations. 

Domestic cooperations. 

Fig.5 shows the Japanese major institutes relating for IERS. 
Mizusawa/NAO has been contributing to IERS as the VLBI data analysis and 
observation centers. MSA is contributing as the SLR observing site. And CRL 
has started the works of VLBI TDC and non-regular SLR observations for 
IERS. It is important to coordinate the cooperation among the centers and 
observation sites. CRL now prepares and will start the domestic committee of 
IERS TDC specialists to proceed the TDC work regularly. This committee will 
contribute to the research and development of space geodesy both for IERS 
and for NASA's new DOSE program. 

E R S  D O M E S T I C  C O MM I T T E E  
N A O/M I Z U S AWA 

V L B I  A N A L Y S I S  C E N T E R  
" V L B I  O B S E R V . C E N T E R  

C R L  
V L B I  T E C H N O . C E N T E R  
S L R O B S .  (NON-REGULAR) C E N T E R 

M S A  
S L R  O B S E RV . C E N T E R  

Fig.5 Japanese IERS relating institutes 
and their roles 

69 

. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
s t a f f  of 
N O  B E Y AMA .------­
M I Z U S AWA 
G S I 
I S A S  
N I P R 

1 _ _ _ _ _ _  - - - - - - - - - - -



New experiment 

Japanese Science & Technology Agency(STA) now starts the new project 
for the Tokyo-metropolitan earthquake research. In recent several years, 
modern geodetic measurement station such as VLBI and SLR was installed 
around Tokyo metropolitan region. These new facilities are very important for 
the geodetic fiducial points for conventional and GPS geodetic networks. Fig.6 
shows that by using fiducial points, the network accumulation error will be 
improved to better than a few centimeters from a decimeter level. This means 
that the measurement of crustal motion will be performed more effectively for 
the earthquake research. 

ISAS and NAO group now proceed the first space VLBI program. The 
VSOP satellite will be launched early in 1995. Since the satellite does not 
have an on-board atomic standard, ground stations should transfer the 
standard frequency and time to the satellite. The dynamic phaSe-lock loop 
with the dead time of about 0.1 sec should be accomplished to keep the on­
board clock coherent to ground H-maser. This experiment is also one good 
example of TIME-VLBI links applications. 

National Institute of Polar Research (NIPR) has a new plan of Antarctic 
VLBI experiments. A series of test VLBI experiments among Syowa station in 
Antarctica, Kashima and Tidbinbilla were carri�� out from Jan.16 to 25, 1990, 
for the first antarctic experiments in the world . The data were successfully 
recorded at all stations. After the data processing, the global position of 
Syowa station was determined with the precision of 20cm. 

Conclusion 

CRL now starts the new technical developments and research works, just 
above mentioned, under the name of IERS VLBI Technology Development 
Center. We expect that CRL's activities will contribute the improvement of the 

results from IERS works, because VLBI is the most' precise time ' delay 
measurement and the research about the clock behavior as the reference of 
the delay are suitable works for CRL. 

References 

(1) Kiuchi, H., S. Hama, J. Amagai, Y. Abe, Y. Sugimoto and F.  Takahashi, 
"Present status of the K-4 VLBI system",  in this issue, 1991 

(2) Kurihara, N. T. Kondo, Y. Takahashi, F. Takahashi, M. Ejiri, "The result of 
the test VLBI experiments with the Syowa Station in Antarctica and its future 
plans",  in this issue, 1991 
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"smIlE-A" - (J)serves HAVSJAR in the, Caapaign "61&-91" 

N. Urnarbaeva. A. D1akov. A. Egorov J ,6. Krasinsky. 

Inst i tute of Appl i ed Astronomy USSR Academy of SC i ences, 
8, Zhdanovskaya st. . Leni ngrad. 197042 USSR. 

Phone ( 812) 2307414; Fax ( 812) 2307413; Telex 121391 IPA 

The Inst i tute of Appl ied Astronomy took part i n  the 

campai gn "616-91" ( F i rst SJS IERS and Geodynami cs 
Exper 1 ments) . 

The VLB I observat i ons of NAVSTAR sate l l i tes W i th system 
"SYR I US-A" were carr i ed out i n  January 23 - February 3 at 4 

stat ions of network "QUASAR" ( fi g. l ) . 
stat i Ons are shown i n  Table 1 -

D i stances between 

"smilE-A" ( SYstem Rad l olnterferometr i cal Uni versal for 

Sate l l i tes observat i ons) has been deve loped for determi nat i on 

of geocentri c  coord i nates ,of s i tes and orbit e lements of 
NAVST AR and GLONASS [ 1  J . 

"SYRIUS-A" may be used i n  the two regi mes - as a two 
frequency VLB I system ( i n Ll and L2 bands ) or as a set of 

' GPS- type rece i vers ( i n Ll band) . 
The system " SYR I US-A" • is ' an i nterferometr i c  system, 

whi ch accept a ,sate l l i te s i gnal as a noi se. 
The system is based on a sate l l i te communi cat i ons earth 

stat ion "Volna-S". 
Thi S  stat i on operates in INMARSAT system in a frequency 

range 1 . 54- 1 . 64 6Hz, what i s  very close by to NAVSTAR and 
GLONASS frequency range ( 1 . 2 and 1 . 6 , GHz) [ 2J .  So i t  was 
POSS i ble to use mai n equi pment of ' the stat i on ( antenna and 
rece i ver) w i th a sl ight modern i zat i on. The system "SYR I US-A" 
can be used for observat i on both NAVSTAR and GLONASS 
sate 1 1  i teSt , 

"SYRIUS- A" cons ist of 3 modules: 1 .  3 m antenna ( f i g. 2) , a 
two channels rece i ver ( fi g. 3) and data recorder ( fig. 4) . The 
characteri st i CS of the "SYR IU$- A" are summar ized in Table2. 
F i g. 5 and fii. 6 show the S i mpl i fi ed funct ional block d i agram 

of rece i ver and data recorder. 
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Antenna, UHF ampl i fi er and converter are protected by 

radome ( fi g. 7) . 
Antenna i s  automat i cal ly operated though a computer 

program or by a s i gnal of Sate l l i te. 

Two-channe ls rece i ver sat i sfies the requ i rements usual 

for VLBI .  Effect i ve w i dth of each channe l i s  1 0  MHz. The sys­

tem noi se temperature i s  about 200 K. 
Output s i gnals from two channe ls rece i ver are recorded 

d i g i tal ly on magnet i c  tape SM5309 i n  MARK- I format. Band­

W i dths of the reg i strat i on can be 1 0. 0 or 5. 0 or 0. 25 MHz. For 

very long base l i ne a de lay can be compensated on range from 0 

to 99 ms wi th step 1 ms. The data oan be transmi tted from any 

site through satel l i te l i nk to central faci l i ty for real-t ime 
processing ( fig. ?) . Both test i ng of al l eqU i pment and observa­

t i ons are control led by computer. 

One observat i on i n  a set lasted 50 ms: I nterval between 

two adj acent observat i ons was 2 mi nutes. Durat i on of a set was 

ten days. F i g. 8 shows funct i ons of corre lat i on of sate l l i tes 

NAVSTAR and GLONASS ( fi rst channel) . 

Due to h i gh s i gnal/no i se rat i O  i t  appeared poss i ble to 

restr i ct the averag i ng t i me  by the value 50 ms only ( about one 

mi l l i on samples) and to use refi ned algor i thms of s i gnal 

proceSSi ng for · general purpose computers ( VAX- type i n  our 

case) . Accurate procedure of fract i onal bi t correct i on and 

proper compensat i ng of fr inge rotat i on have d i mi n i shed the 

loss of the correlat i on to the leve l  of 1%-2% ( see F i g. 9 , 1 0) .  

The test i ng has proved that the group de lays may be determi ned 

W i th the error about 2% of t i me  i nterval between the samples 

( 0. 5  - 0. 8 ns) and the i nterferometr i c  phases w i th the errors 

Whi Ch do no exceed 5 degrees ( see F i g  1 1 ) . Thus i t  appeared 

poss i ble to control the phase var i at i ons after two- mi nute t i me  

i ntervals e lapsed between the oonsequent observat i ons and to 

resolve the phase amb i gui t i es for the syntheS i zed w i de band 

( the amb i gU i  ty 2. 8 nseo ) as we l l  as for each of Ll and L2 

bands ( the amb i gu i t i es 0. 7 - 0. 8 nSj see F i g  1 2) . By compar i ng 

the group de lays for Ll and L2 channe ls the t i me behav i or of 

the i onospher i c  correot i ons was stud i ed ( see F i g. 1 3) .  These 

correct i ons i n  t i me  de lays appeared to be as large as 50 ns. 
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As a by-product the i onosphere contr i but i on may be 

est i mate with r. � s. < 1 . 5 ns for each observat i on. Besi des 
the data recorded on each s i te be i ng i ndependently processed 

made i t  poSSi ble to obtai n observables for GPS rece i ver - they 

are the pseudoranges ( r. � s. < 1 ns ) and the phases 

( r. � s. < 10 deg) . 

The experi ment of the combi ned process i ng of the both 

type observat i ons shaw that the system is  useful tool for 

determ i ning both the accurate s i te pos i t i ons and orbi tal 

elements. 

1 .  Gubanov V. S. and Umarbaeva N. D. , 1989 , Determi nat i on of 
sate l l i te orb i t  e lements and geocentri c  coord i nates of 
stat i on from VLBI-observat i on, Prepr i nt N5, I nst i tute of Ap­
p i led Astronomy USSR AS, Len l ngrad. 

2. Zhl l i n V. A. , 1988, Mezhdunarodnoj Sputni kovaj systema 
morskoj SVajZ i  I NMARSAT ( spravochn i k) , Leni ngrad, 
Sudostroen l e. 

Table 1 

Di stances i n  k i lometers between s i tes of the "GIG-91 "  
observat i ons of "SYR IUS-A" 

Ze lentchukskaj Badary F i ryuza ( Ashkhabad) 

Svetloe 2013 
( near Len i ngrad) 

Ze lentchukskaj 
( Northern Caucasus) 

Badary 
( Eastern S i ber i a  

near Lake Bal kal) 
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Table 2 
Character i st i cs of "SYRIUS-A" 

Equi pment Character i st i cs 

System no i se temperature 
Frequency range 

I channel 

I I channel 

Antenna type 
d iameter 

gai n  

tracki ng 

Reoei'l8r 
pre-ampl i fi er 

noi se temperature 

gai n  

ampl i fi er and converter 

band wi dth . 

synthes i zer 

Data Recorder 
channel 
frequency band 
sampl ing 
capac i ty buffer meroory 
compensat i ng de lay 
storage data 
control computer 

Total syste_tio error 

uncooled 

up to 2 

up to 2 

200 K 

1 .  57':' 1 .  62 6Hz 

1 .  22-1 .  26 6Hz 

parabol iC d i sh 

1 . 3 m 

22 dB 

program-dr i ven 

tranS istor 

100- 150 K 
25 dB 

i dent i cal un i ts 

10 MHz 

i dent i cal un i ts 

program-dr i ven 

up to 2 ident i cal un i ts 
10. 0 or 5. 0 or 0. 25 MHz 
20. 0 or 10. 0 or 0. 5 MHz 

2 Mb i t  
range 0-99 ms step 1 ms 

magnet i C  tape or sate l l i te l i nk 
DVK 3M 

for VLBI mode ( Ll and L2) 
group delays < 1 ns 

< 0. 1 ns phase delays 
phase 
for 6PS 
rode ( Ll )  ranges rate 
phase 
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Fig 1 .  Situation of situs network ''''asar'' in tbe caftpaign ''G1G-91'' 
( 1 - Suotloe, 2 - f.elontcJllkskaJ, 3 - Fl�, 1 - Badary ) 

FIg 2 .  Antenna of "SYHIW-tl". 
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rig 3 .  Tw channels receiuer 
of "SYRIlIHt". 
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fig 4 .  Data recorder 
of "SYR I1IHl" . 
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fIg 6. Block dlagru or data recorder or 18YRUm-A". 
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fig 7. Antenna of "SYRlm-tt" neft) and sate I I  ite station "Tesla" (right) .  

1 mb 
'" ee,." ." ,." " ,,'  

.) 

Fig 8. FUlI:tions of ID'relation of satell ite : a )  '�II, b) '�'AR". 
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A H i g h - P e r f o r m a n c e  T r a n s p o r t a b l e  
V L B I C o r r e l a t o r  

N K a w a g u c b i  a n d T M i y a j i ( N o b e y a lla R a d i o  O b s e r v a t o ry / N A O , M i n a l i la k i , 
M i n a l i sa k u , N a ga no ,  3 8 4 - 1 3  J A PA N , 8 1 -261 - 6 3 - 4 3 8 4 )  

T S a s a o , T H a r a , S K u j i ,  K - H  S a t o ,  Y T a lu r a , K A s a r i , 0 K a le y a , 
K I wa d a t e  a nd S Abe  ( M i z u s a w a  A s t rogeo d y n a l i c s O b se r v a t o r y / NAO , 

H o s b i ga o k a , M i z u s a wa , I wa t e .  023  J A P A N , 8 1 - 1 9 1 - 2 4 - 1 1 1 1 ) 
S Y a s u d a  ( T ob ok u  U n i v e rs i t y ,  A z a  A o b a , A ra n k l , S e n d a l ,  M i y a g l , 9 8 0  

J A PA N , 8 1 -222-22- 1 80 0 )  
K M a t s u lo t o  ( D e n k i t s u s h i n  U n i v e r s i t y , 

J A PA N , 8 1 - 424-83-2 J 6 1) 

A bs t ra c t  

C h o f u g a o k a , C h o f u ,  T o k y o , 1 8 2  

A new  X F  V L B I  c o r re l a t o r  i s  u n d e r  d e v e l o p me n t  a t  N a t i o na l 
A s t r o n o l i c a l Obs e r v a t o r y , J a pa n .  I t  i s  op t i l i z e d  t o  p r o c e ss  r e c o rds  o f  
t h e  n e w  K - 4 t y pe 1 t e r m i n a l ,  w h i c h f a c i l i ta t es  a s i n g l e - c h a n n e l  b u r s t 
s a lP l i n g lod e . T h e r e f o r e t h e  c o r re l a t o r  h a s · a s i lp l e  s i n g l e - u n i t 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  s i l i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  M a r k  I I  c o r r e l a t o r . Y e t  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g 
s p e e d  o f  1 2 8  M b ps , s u pp o r t e d  by c u s t o l  d e s i g n e d  L S I ' s  a n d  powe r f u l  b y t e ­
s e r i a l  c i rc u i t r y ,  , I s  h i gh e n o u g h  t o  h a nd l e  v i r t ua l l y a l l  e x i s t i n g 
l u l t i ,c h a n n e l  r e c o r:d s , i n c l u d i n g M K -3 a n d  V L BA , b y  le a n s  o f  c y c l i c  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  u n i t .  T h e  c o r r e l a t �r h a s  5 1 2  c o mp l e x l a g s  
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g 2 G H z - w i d e .  b u r s t  s a . p l e d d a t a . I t s u s e f u l n e s s  

i n  s p e c t r o s c o p y  i s  g u a r a n t e ed by t h e  l a r g e  n U lbe r o f  l a g s  a n d  a n  
a s t o n i s h i n g l y  s i ap l e  n e w  c o r r e l a t i o n a l g o r i t h l  f o r  2 - b i t q u a n t i z e d  d a t a . 
T h e  f r i n g e  sea r c h  w i n d ows · bo t h  i n  d e l a y a n d  ra t e  a r e e x p a n d a b l e up  t o  
1 6  t i le s . T h e  ba s i c  c o n f i g u ra t i o n c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  i n t e r f a c e s  f o r  K - 4  
r e c o r d e r s , o n e  M a r k  I I I  f o r la t  c o n ve r t e r  a n d  o n e  c o r r e l a t i o n u n i t  f o r  
s i n g l e  b a s e l i n e p r o c e s s i n g .  E x p a n s i on u p  1 0  5 - s t a t i on I O - b a s e l i n e lod e l 
i s  r e a d i l y  a c h i e v a b l e .  I t s s ia l i n e s s  ( 56 c m- w i de a n d  80  c m- h i g h )  a n d  
t r a n s po r t a b i l i t y ( l e s s  t h a n  5 0  k g )  w i l l  ma ke  i t  a u s e r - f r i e n d l y  ' f i e l d  
i ns t r u le n t '  • 

1 .  I n t r o d u c t i on 
A n  a p pea r a n c e  o f  c o mp a c t , e a s y - t o - u s e ,  i n e x p e n s i v e a n d 

t r a n s p o r t a b l e  h i g h - q u a l i t y c o r r e l a t o r s  w i l l  c h a n g e  t h e  w h o l e  V L B I w o r l d .  
S u c h  c o r re l a t o r s  w i l l  be w i de l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  la n y  o b s e r v a t o r i e s o n  
d i f f e re n t  c o n t i n e n t s , a n d pe o p l e w i l l  g e t pos s i b i l i t i es t o  q u i c k l y l oo k  
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f o r  f r i n g e s , t o  p r o c e s s  t h e i r o w n  d a t a  w h e n e v e r  t h e y w i s h ,  t o  c h e c k  
r e c e i v i n1 s y s t e ls · b y  l o o k i n g  a t  c o r r e l a t o r  o u t p u t s  i n - s i t u , t o  c o n f i r m  
f r i n g e s  i n  r e a l t i le w i t h  l i m i t e d  a mo u n t  o f  d a t a  t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  a 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n l i n e ,  t o  ma k e  a 
c o .b i n i n g b r o u g h t - i n  s i n g l e - b a s e l i n e 
w o r d s , s u c h  a c o r r e l a t o r  w i l l  b e c o me 
c o  • •  u n i t y .  

m u l t i - s l a l i o n p r o c e s s o r b y  j u s l  
c o r r e l a t o r s , a n d s o  o n . I n  o l h e r  
a h a n d y  ' f i e l d  i n s t r u me n t ' f o r  V L B I 

A l t h o u g h  w h � t  i s  s t a t e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  o b v i o u s l y  i m p l y  a b r e a k - d o w n  
o f  · t h e  m o n o p o l y  o f  b i g  c o r r e l a t i o n c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  V l 8 I d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g ,  
t h e  s la l l  c o r r e l a t o r s  w i l l  ma k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r � b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c e n t c r  
w o r k s , t o o . I n  f a c t ,  t h e n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n c e n t e r s w i l l  b e  l a r g e l y  f r e e d  
f ro l  t h e  t e d i o u s  f r i n g e  s e a r c h e s a n d p r o c e s s i n g o f  s i n g l e - b a s e l i n e 

r e c o r d s . T h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n f i n e t h e ms e l v e s  m a i n l y  t o  p r o c e s s  
l a r g e - s c a l e  mu l t i - b a s e l i n e d a t a  o n l y  a n d w i l l  r e g u l a r l y  r e c e i v e w e l l ­
c h e c k e d  r e c o r d s  a n d  a c c u r a l e  e n o u g h  s e a r c h - p a r a m e t e r s f r o m  t h o s e  
o b s e r v a t o r i e s w h e r e  t h e  s ma l l  c o r r e l a l o r s a r e i n  o p e r a l i o n .  T h e r e f o r e , 
t h e  t u r n - a r o u n d  t i le s  o f  t h e  V l B I d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g a s  a w h o l e  w i l l  b e  
g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d . M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  u s e r - f r i e n d l y  c o r r c l a t o r s  w i l l  e x p a n d  t h e  
V L B I  c O I . u n i t y ,  a n d e v e n t u a l l y i n c r e a s e  u s e r s  o f  l h e  b i g  c e n t e r s . 

W e  w i l l  b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e a d e s i g n o f  a n e w  V l B I  c o r r e L a t o r  w h i c h  i s  
u n d e r  d e v e l o p me n t  a t  N a t i o n a l A s t r o n o m i c a l  O b s e r v a t o r y , J a p a n . T h e  
c o r r e l a t o r  a i m s a t  

- h i g h - p r e c i s i o n g e o d e s y  a n d  a s l r o me t r y w i t h K - 4  t y p e  1 s u p e r - w i d e b a n d  
b u r � t - s a lp l i n g r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  a l s o d e v e l o p e d  a t  N A O ,  

- h i g h - r e s o l u t i o n V L B I  s p e c t r o s c o p y , 
- e a s y  f r i n g e  s e a r c h , 
- c o mp a t i b i l i t y w i t h e x i s t i n g V L B I s y s t e ms , 
- l u l t i - b a s e l i n e p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  
- c O lp a c t n e s s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a b i l i t y .  

2 .  B a s i c  S pe c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  N e w  C o r r e l a t o r  
M a j o r s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t o r  a r e t h e  f o K l o w li n g s . 

1 )  1 2 8 M b i t p e r  s e c o n d  p r o c e s s i n g s p e e d . 
2 )  5 1 2  c o mp l e x l a g s . 
3 )  4 M H z  m a x i l u m  f r i n g e  f r e q u e n c y . 
4 )  C o r r e l a t i o n o f  2 - b i t q u a n t i z e d  d a t a . 
5 )  E x p a n s i o n o f  f r i n g e  s e a r c h  w i n d o w s  u p  t o  1 6  t i me s . 
6 )  E x p a n d a b l e  u p  t o  5 - s t a t i o n l a - b a s e l i n e p r o c e s s o r .  
7 )  P r o c e s s i n g o f  K - 4  t y p e A ,  K - 4  t y p e  1 a n d  M a r k  I I I  d a t a . 
8 )  P u l s a r  g a t i n g .  
9 )  C o m p a c t :  5 6  c m  ( D ) , 8 0 c m  ( H )  a n d 4 5 . 5  c m  ( D ) . 

1 0 )  T r a n s p o r t a b l e : l i g h t e r  t h a n  5 0  k g .  
1 2 8  M b i t  p e r s e c o n d  p r o c e s s i n g s p e e d  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  l h e  c u r r e n t  
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s t a t e  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  h a r d w a r e  c i r c u i t r y .  T h e  s p e e d  i s  a · h a l f  o f  t h e  
ma x i lu m  r e c o r d i n g s p e e d  o f  t h e  K - 4  r e c o r d e r  a n d  t w i c e a s  l a r ge a s  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  r e c o r d i n g s p e e d  o f  t h e  K - 4  .t y p e  0 l e r m i n a l . 

5 1 2  c o mp l e x l � g s  a r e r e q u i r e d  f o r  f r i n g e  s e a r c h e s  w i t h 2 G H z  s u p e r ­
w i d e b a n d  b u r s t  s a m p l e d r e c o r d s  a n d c o n v e n i e n l  f o r  h i g h - r e s o l u t i o n V L B I 
s p e c t r o s c o p y  o f  ma s e r  l i n e s o u r c e s . 

4 M H z  m a x i lu m f r i n g e  f r e q u e n c y  i s  n e e d e d  f o r  m m - o r  s u b . m- w a v e  
V L B  I . 

T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n o f  2 - b i t q u a n t i z e d  d a t a  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  
s e n s i t i v i t y o f  V L B I o b s e r v a t i o n . ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i n e - s p e c t r u m  r e s e a r c h e s . 

T h e  1 6 - t i le e x p a n s i o n o f  t h e ' f r i n g e  s e a r c h  w i n d o w s  f a c i l i t a t e s  
q u i c k  a n d  e a s y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  m o s t t i m e - c o n s u m i n g p a r t  o f  t h e  V l B I 
d a t a  p ro c e s s i n g .  

T h e  e x pa n s i o n c a p a b i l i t y u p  t o  5 - s t a t i o n 
w i  I I  e n a b l e  u s  t o  f o r i  a l u l t i - b a s e l i n e 

c o t r e l a t o r s . 

l O - b a s e l i n e 
s.y s t e m w i t h 

p r o c e s s o r  
b r o u g h t - i n  

T h e  c o mp a t i b i l i t y w i t h  e x i s l i n g V l B I s y s t e ms i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  w i d e 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t o r . 

A s  a w h o l e ,  t h e  c o r r e l a l o r  c o u l d  b e  l a b e l e d a s  ' C - 4 ' , s i n c e  i t  w i l l  
be  C o m p a c t ,  C o n v e n i e n t  a n d  C h e a p  C o r r e l a t o r .  

3 .  C o n f i g u r a t i o n o f  S i n g l e - B a s e l i n e S y s t e m  
F i g u r e  1 s h o w s  a c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f  t h e  b a s i c  m o d e l f o r  t h e  s i n g l e ­

b a s e l i n e p r o c e s s i n g ,  w h i c h i s  c o mp o s e d  o f  2 c o r r e l a t o r - i n t e r f a c e  u n i t s ,  
a c o r r e l a t i o n u n i t  a·n d a M a r k  I I I  f o r ma t  c o n v e r s i o n ( p l a y b a c k  a d a p t e r )  
u n i t .  F i g u r e 2 i s  a s c h e ma t i c v i e w o f  t h e  . s y s t e m .  

F i g u r e 1 B a s i c  c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f  s i n g l e - b a s e l i n e s y s t e m  

D a t a  f o r ma t s o f  M a r k  I I I  a n d a l l ' o t h e r  n o n - K - 4  r e c o r d s  a r c f i r s l  
c o n v e r t e d t o  K - 4  f o r ma t .  T h e n  t h e  f o r ma t - c o n v e r t e d  d a t a  s t r e a ms  a r c f e d  
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i n t o  t h e  c o r r e l a t o r - i n t e r f a c e u n i t .  T h i s  i s  d o n e  b y  
· c o n v e r s i o n u n i t s ( c u r r e n t l y  t h e  on l y  M a r k  I I I  f o r ma t  
d e v e l o p e d ) . 

r e s p e c t i v e f o r ma t  

c o n v e r s i o n u n i t  i s  

u .  1' ''  III  " _ I I  a • •  O . ' . t  

F i g u r e  2 S c h e ma t i c  v i e w o f  s i n g l e - b a s e l i n e c o r r e l a t o r  

4 .  C o r r e l a t o r - I n t e r f a c e  U n i t 
T h e  c o r  r ·e I a t o r  - i n t e r f  a c e  u n  i t i s d e s  i g n e d  a s a 

d e v i c e .  T h e r e f o r e  o n e  i n t e r f a c e  u n i t c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  o n e  
T h e  i n t e r f a c e  u n i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  3 s u b - u n i t s ( F i g u r e  

I .. lt l l  
a l  • •  ' . " . r  

' I '  
a .-. r r  • • • • • • 

' . ..  11 1 &  
a A " K .  

D a ' .  D . , .  I .  --r-----I , a r •• , ...---r--- . . , 
T r  • • •  , . r  . •  

F i g u r e  3 C o r r e l a t o r - i n t e r f a c e  u n i t  
. �  

' s t a l i o n - b a s e d ' 
p l a y b a c k  u n i t .  

3 )  . 

F i r s t ,  t h e  r e c o r d e r  s y n c - e r r o r  d e t e c t i o n s u b - u n i t  d e l e c t s  e r r o r s i n  
t h e  s y n c h r o n i z a t i o n o f  t w o  p l a y e d - b a c k  d a t a  f o r  f u r t h e r  o p e r � l i o n s  t o  
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s y n c b r o n i z e b i t - s t r e� l s . S e c o n d , t h e  f o r la t  t r a n s f o r m  s u b - u n i t 
l u l t i - c h a n n e l  ( o r  c h a n n e l - p a r a l l e l )  d a t a  f o r ma l s l o  l h o s e  

c o n v e r l s  
s u i l e d  t o  

p r o c e s s i n g i n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n u n i t .  A l s o t h e  s u b - u n i t  v i r t u a l l y  r e d u c e s  
t h e  o b s e r v a t i o � s i t e t o  t h e  E a r t h  c e n t e r  b y  a b s o r b i n g g e o me t r i c a l  d e l a y  
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  8 M b i t r i n g b u f f e r , s o  t h a t r e c o r d s  
f r o l  d i f f e r e n t o b s e r v a t o r i e s a r e r o u g h l y  a l i n e d . T h i r d ,  t h e  p - c a l 
d e t ec t i o n " s u b - u n i t  p i c k s  u p  p h a s e - c a .1 i b r a t i o n t o n e - s i g n a l s  s u p e r p o s e d  o n  
t h e  d a t a  r e c o r d s . 

T h e  f o r la t  t r a n s f o r ma t i o n c a p a b i l i t y i s  t h e  m o s t d i s t i n c t i v e 
f e a t u r e o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t o r . T h e  c o r r e l a t i on u n i t i t s e l f  h a s  a s i m p l e  
s i n g l e - u n i l  ( o r  s i n g l e - Io d u l e ) a r c h i t e c t u r e s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t o f  M a r k  I I  
c o r r e � a t o r . S u c h  a d e s i g n w a s  a d o p t e d  be c a u s e  t h e c o r r e l a t o r  i s  
o p t i m i z e d  t o  p r o c e s s  t h e  K - 4  t y p e  1 b u r s t  s a m p l e d d a t a . K - 4  t y p e  1 d a t a  
f o r la t  a s s u me s  1 - , 2 - a n d 4 - c h a n n e l lod e s , o f  w h i c h t h e  lo s t  i mp o r t a n t  
w i l l  b e  t h e  I - c h a n n e l  b u r s t  s a l P l i n g mo d e . I n  t h e  b u r s t  s a m p l i n g m o d e ,  
u p  t o  2 G H z - w i d e b a n d  d a t a  w i l l  b e  d i g i t i z e d  a n d s t o r e d  i n  h i g h - s p e e d  

t o g g l e  l e mo r i e s i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  a n d  r e a d  a n d r e c o r d e d  w i t h  r e d u c e d 
s p e e d , c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  r e c o r d e r s p e e d . S o ,  w e  n e e d  f i r s t  
o f  a l l a h i g h - s p e e d  s i n g l e - u n i t c o r r e l a � o r  t o  p r o c e s s  t h e  b u r s t  s a m p l e d 
d a t a . Y e t  t h e  1 28 M b i t p e r  s e c o n d  p r o c e s s o r  s p e e d  i s  h i g h e n o u g h  t o  
h a n d l e  a l mo s t  a l l  e x i s t i n g l u l t i - c h a n n e l r e c o r d s  i n c l u d i n g K - 4  t y p e  0 ,  
M a r k  I I I  a n d  V L BA ( o p t i o n a l ) , b y  l e a n s  o f  c y c l i c o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s i n g l e  u n i t .  F o r  t h a t p u r po s e , c h a n n e l - p a r a l l e l r e c o r d s  o f  e v e r y  
a c c u mu l a t i o n ( o r  p a r a me t e r ) p e r i o d l u s t f i r s t  b e  r e a r r a n g e d  t o  c h a n n e l ­
s e r i a l  r e c o r d s . T h i s  i s  d o n e  b y  p, o g r a l la b l e l o g i c  d e v i c e s  a n d 6 4  M b i t 
x 2 d o u b l e  b u f f e r  o f  t h e  f o r la t  t r a n s f o r l  s u b - u n i t .  I n  o u r  c o r r e l a t o r ,  
a n  a c c u lu l a t i o n p e r i o d a l w a y s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a f i x e d  a mo u n t  o f  d a t a  b i t s  

6 4M b i t s .  T h e r e f o r e , a c t u a l ' h a r d w a r e  i n t e g r a t i o n t i me '  v a r i e s w i t h  
r e c o r d i n g s p e e d  a n d  d a t a  f o r la t .  

T h e  s a m e  l o g i c s  a r e u s e d  t o  r e p e a t e d l y  p r o c e s s  a s ma l l 
d a t a  s t r e a m s , c h a n g i n g s e a r c h  p a r a me t e r s a n d  s h i f t i n g o n e  
r e l a t i v e t o  t h e  a n o t h e r . i n  o r d e r t o  e x p a n d  s e a r c h  w i n d o w s  
t i . e s  i n  b o t h  d e l a y a n d  d e l a y  r a t e .  

5 .  C o r r e l a t i o n U n i t  

s e g me n t  o f  
d a t a  s t r e a m 

u p  t o  1 6  

T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n u n i t  i s  a s i n g l e - mo d u l e  X F  c r o s s - c o r r e l a t i o n 
p r o c e s s o r  ( F i g u r e 4 ) . B o t h  d e l a y t r a c k i n g a n d  f r i n g e  s t o p p i n g a r e " 
p e r f o r me d  b y  r e s p e c t i v e s u b - u n i t s  o f  ' b a s e l i n e - b a s e d ' d e s i g n .  T h e  h i g h 
p r o c e s s i n g s pe e d  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  c u s t o m  d e s i g n e d  c r o s s - c o r r e l a t i o n 
L S I ' s a n d  p o we r f u l  8 - b i t - p a r a l l e l  ( o r  b y t e - s e r i a l ) p r o c e s s i n g c i r c u i t l y .  
T h e  1 28 M b i t p e r  s e c o n d  s p e e d  i s  a c h i e v e d  b y  t h e  b y t e - s e r i a l  
p r o c e s s i n g  w i t h  1 6  M H z  b y t e  c l o c k .  T h e  p a r a l l e l  p r o c e s s i n g i s  c o m p o s e d  
o f  b y t e  d e l a y t r a c k i n g .  b y t e  f r i n g e  s t o p p i n g ,  b y t e  i n t e g r a t i o n 
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s u p p r e s s i o n ' ( p u l s a r  g a t i n g )  a n d b y t e  c r o s s - c o r r e l a t i o n .  
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b i t - s h i f t o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  b i t - s h i f t i s  p e r f o r me d  b y  a 1 6 - b i t s e l e c t o r  
a c t i n g o n  a 1 6 - b i t d a t a  f o r me d  b y  2 s u c c e s s i v e d a t a - b y t e s , w h i l e t h e  
b y t e  s h i f t i s  d o n e  b y  s u i t a b l e  a d d r e s s i n g  o f  a b u f f e r  me m o r y  " w h e n  t h e  
a c c u mu l a t e d s h i f t - i nc r e me n t  e x c e e d s  8 b i t s .  

O f  c o u r s e , a l l b i t - s h i f t s  a n d j u m p s  o f  t h e  f r i n g e  r o t a t o r  p h a s e  c a n  
o c c u r  o n l y  a t  b y t e  b o u n d a r i e s i n  t h e  b y t e - s e r i a l  a l g o r i t h m .  " I n  g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  t i m i n g s  a r e n o t  o p t i la l l y  l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s . T h i s  g i v e s  
r i s e t o  a c e r t a i n  a mo u n t  o f  c o h e r e n c e  l os s . I t  i s  s h o w n , h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  l o s s e s  d u e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t a r e n e g l i g i b l y  s ma l l .  

6 .  C o r r e l a t i o n o f  2 - b i t  Q u a n t i z e d  D a t a  
A s i mp l e  a n d  p o we r f u l  a l g o r i t h m  w a s  d e v i s e d  b y  N .  K a w a g u c h i t o  

p r o c e s s  t h e  2 - b i t q u a n t i z e d  d a t a . 

F i g u r e  6 

r------ ( I )  S o a lDliS ---..., 

K a w a g u c h  I 
( 2 )  JIlClDlilJi 

Lull 
to II t2 

I U U u.  . . .  
y u u u  . .  · 

X to ll t2 y:::}[>-IIY L!&I. 
to \I t2 

I U U JU,.  . . .  
Y u u u u. 

to tI l2 t3 

0 0  
0 0  4 
0 1  2 
1 0  - 2  
1 1  - 4 

K a w a g u c h i ' s c o r r e l a t i o n a l go r i t h m  
q u a n t i z ed d a t a  a s  c o mp a r e d  w i t h  
l u l t i p l i c a t i o n t a b l e  ( b o t t o m ) 

0 1 1 0 I I  
2 - 2  - 4 
0 0 "- 2 
0 0 2 

- 2 2 4 
( m i d d l e ) f o r  2 - b i t  

B a s ' s  ( t o p ) , a n d  

A n  e x c l u s i v e - n o r  l o g i c ,  w h i c h i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a me w i t h  t h e  u s u a l 
o n e  f o r  t h e  I - b i t  q u a n t i z e d  d a t a , t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o v i d i n g 
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p r o p e r  2 - b i t c o r r e l a t i o n r e s u l t s a c c o r d i n g t o  a l u l t i p l i c a t i o n t a b l e  
w i t h  l ow e r - l e v e l  p r od u c t s  d e l e t e d  s h o w n  i n  F i g u r e 6 ( C o o pe r ,  1 9 7 0 ) . T � c  
p r o pe r r e s u l t s a r e o b t a i n e d  i f  w e  r e v e r s e  h i g h e r - a n d l o� e r  � i t s  i n  o n e  
o f  t h e  t w o  2 - b i t q u a n t i z e d  d a t a - s t r e a ms , a p p l y  t h e  e x c l u s i v e - n o r  l o g i c  
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THE CANADIAN GEOPHYSICAL LONG BASELINE 
INTERFEROMETRY SYSTEM DESIGN 

W T Petrachenko and P Mathieu (Geophysics Div, Geological 
Survey of Canada, Ottawa, Ont, Canada; 613-995-8720) 

J Popelar (Geodetic Survey of Canada, Canada Centre for 
Surveying, Ottawa, Ont, Canada; 613-992-2725) 

W H Cannon (Institute for Space and Terrestrial Science, 
York University, Toronto, Ont, Canada; 416-665-5459) 

J L Yen (Dept of Electrical Engineering, University of 
Toronto, Toronto, Ont, Canada: 416-978-8756) 

The Canadian Geophysical Long Baseline Interferometry system 
(CGLBI) is being developed to meet the following national objectives: 
the establishment of geodetic reference standards, the observation 
of crustal strain and its relation to seismic activity, and a quantitative 
assessment of global change. 

The three major features which determine the performance of a 
modern geophysical VLBI system are its record rate, spanned 
bandwidth, and phase stability. The CGLBI system will have a 
maximum record rate of 1 28 Mb/s using the stacked VHS data 
recorders being developed for the RadioAstron project at the Institute 
for Space and Terrestrial Science (ISTS). A wide spanned bandwidth 
will be achieved by rapidly sequencing the frequency of the local 
oscillator of a single VLBA-compatible baseband converter. The 
latter will be able to switch rapidly amongst up to four IF inputs, each 
in the 100-1 000 MHz range. The phase delay of the electronics will 
be monitored using at least two phase detectors each capable of 
processing a calibration tone with frequency anywhere within the 
baseband channel. Compensation for the geometrical delay and 
phase of the interferometer will be applied within the acquisition 
system prior to recording the data. 

The above features of the CGLBI system have been carefully 
selected to achieve the design goals of flexibility, economy, 
operational efficiency and performance in geophysical applications. 

I. Background 

The prinCipal objectives of the Canadian Geophysical Long Baseline 
Interferometry (CGLBI) program are: the observation of crustal strain and its 
relation to seismic activity, a quantitative assessment of global change, and the 
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establishment of Canadian geodetic reference standards. 

The plan needed to achieve these objectives has recently been formalized with 
the definition of the Canadian Crustal Motion Network (see Figure 1 ) . The network 
has four observational components: VLBI, GP5, absolute gravimetry and cryogenic 
gravimetry . 

The 1 3  existing and proposed VLBI sites in the network are represented in the 
figure by square symbols. They are distributed roughly uniformly throughout the 
country at spacings of about 1000 km. In each case the VLBI sites are colocated 
with GP5 sites. Established sites and those planned for the future are represented 
respectively by filled-in and open symbols. Up to the present time, 5 VLBI sites 
have been established. These have been occupied at varying levels of regularity 
as part of the NASA Crustal Dynamics Project. Although these international 
observations will continue to be given high priority, it is considered emportant that 
all VLBI sites in the network be reoccupied on a regular rotating basis at intervals 
not exceeding three years. The CGLBI 52 system is being developed as part of 
the effort to achieve this goal. Since most of the VLBI sites are in remote, 
inaccessible areas, transportability is an important feature of a VLBI system for use 
in Canada. 

. 

Central to the establishment of the VLBI component of the Canadian Crustal 
Motion Network is the use of the 46-meter fully steerable parabolic antenna located 
in Algonquin Park. The large collecting area of this dish makes possible the use 
of a small (approximately 3-meter) transportable dish at remote sites. It is intended 
that permanent antenna piers be established at each VLBI site and that only the 
dish, positioner and electronics be transported between locations. Each site will 
be occupied for a period of about 3 months on a rotating schedule. These 
relatively long occupations will allow the site position to be refined through 
repeated measurements and will minimize transportation costs. 

Although Canada represents the second largest landmass in the world its 
population is comparatively small. The nation's large size and small population 
have been determinant in defining the following design goals of the CGLBI system: 

1 .  low cost 
2. operational efficiency 
3. transportability 
4. an ability to achieve the sensitivity, delay resolution and phase stability 

required by modern geophysical applications given the other constraints. 

Unique features have been included in the CGLBI 52 system to achieve these 
goals. VH5 cassette recorders are used to store the large amount of astronomical 
data required by VLBI. A single baseband converter along with a frequency agile 
local oscillator are used to synthesize a wide effective bandwidth thereby 
minimizing the required number both of baseband converters a�d correlator 
channels. The geometric delay and doppler corrections are applied within the 
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acquisition system prior to recording the data thus simplifying the correlator 
design. Finally, at least two flexible phase detectors are included within the 
acquisition system. 

II. The CGLBI S2 Recording Terminal 

The CGLBI S2 recording terminals are being developed at the Institute for 
Space and Terrestrial Science (ISTS) in Toronto as part of Canada's contribution 
to the orbital VLBI project RadioAstron. These terminals are physically configured 
as a stack of 8 S-VHS recorders. S-VHS transports have been chosen because 
they represent a mature technology. These transports and their tapes are 
inexpensive, robust and readily available and data density on tape is still high 
although no longer state of the art. Each transport achieves a record rate of 16 
Mb/s for a system total of 1 28 Mb/s. In long play mode the raw bit error rate is 
2.5e-5 and tape duration is 3.75 hours. Each record terminal includes one 
playback channel so that the integrity of the entire record path can be checked in 
the field. The terminals have a sophisticated operator interface and included 
extensive self diagnosis and powerful syncing and slewing features. At the present 
time one prototype recording terminal has been completed and the design of the 
playback terminal is underway. A Mark II I  reformatter has been included in the 
user interface and is currently bei,ng tested with a Mark I I I  decoder. The estimated 
costs respectively of a recording and playback terminal are $50k and $60k. 

A transportable version of the system is available. It comes in three 1 9  inch 
rack mountable components. The 8 VCRs are split equally between two identical 
modules. Each contains 4 VCRs, measures 19 inches by 1 5  inches and weighs 
about 60 Ibs. The last module is smaller and lighter and contains the system's 
VME controller. 

I I I .  The CGLBI S2 Data ACQuisition System 

A prototype version of the CGLBI data acquisition terminal (DAT) , having 
neither bandwidth synthesis nor phase calibration capabilities, has been built and 
successfully tested. The work required to include these features is in the planning 
and early design stage. A list of specifications (Table 1 )  and a detailed block 
diagram (Fig. 2) have been completed although these are subject to change due 
to the ongoing design efforts. 

Four selectable I .F. inputs, each in the 1 00-1 000 MHz range are included in the 
CGLBI data acquisition terminal specifications. These frequencies were chosen to 
achieve compatibility with standard Mark III , RF bandwidth upgraded Mark III and 
VLBA at the I .F. input level. 

Only one basebanc;:J converter is included in the specifications and the standard 
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CGLBI observing mode will use both USB and LSB signals each with a bandwidth 
of 1 6  Mhz. There will be 4-level sampling at 32 Ms/s. The maximum sampled bit 
rate with these parameters will be 128 Mb/s which matches the total record rate 
of the S2 recorders. Since the baseband converter will be based in large part on 
the one used in the VLBA, all VLBA baseband channelizations will roe available. 

The LO settling time has been specified as less than 1 ms. The combination 
of the use of 4 selectable I .  F. inputs, a single baseband converter and an LO with 
a short settling time make frequency agile bandwidth synthesis possible. 

Compensation for the interferometer delay and doppler shift will be applied in 
the acquisition system prior to recording the data. Resolution in delay tracking will 
be better than 1 /8 of a sample interval and resolution in phase tracking will be 
better than 1 /32 of a cycle. 

Phase tracking is achieved by offsetting the frequency of the baseband LO. 
As a result, the frequencies of the phase calibration tones are continuously 
changing. In order to detect these tones it is necessary to precisely control the 
phase of the tone detectors. In the CGLBI system phase cal detectors will be 
placed in the acquisition system thus providing a powerful real time diagnosis of 
system problems. They will further track phase at any frequency within the 
baseband channel. 

As shown in figure 2, the CGLBI S2 OAT is composed of three assemblies, 
those being the intermediate frequency/baseband converter (IF /BBC) assembly, 
the local oscillator/sampler (LO/Sampler) assembly and the controller assembly. 

In the IF/BBC assembly, four IF signals are input to a computer controlled 
SP4T switch. This allows both S and X band channels to be handled by the same 
baseband converter. A computer controlled attenuator and total power detector 
are included to maintain the signal levels well above the noise floor and well below 
saturation. The frequency of the input Signals will be translated from the 1 00-1 000 
Mhz band to the 1 050-1950 Mhz band using a local oscillator at 950 Mhz. It will 
be possible to control the phase of this LO so that the resulting frequency will be 
offset sufficiently to compensate for doppler shift of the input. The final baseband 
conversion will be accomplished using a local oscillator whose frequency can be 
set in 1 MHz increments within the 1050-1 950 MHz range. The settling time for this 
synthesizer has been specified to be less than 1 ms. which will result in less than 
1 %  loss of SNR if the frequency switching rate is less than 20 Hz and correlation 
is inhibited for a full millisecond after each channel hop. The 32 Mhz clock used 
by the sampler is offset to compensate for the interferometer geometry. 

The controller is a VME based system including custom boards and a 68020 
CPU with a 68881 co-processor. It interfaces to the control computer, the S2 
recorder, and the IF/BBC and the LO/Sampler assembly. The two flexible tone 
detectors reside on the data quality analysis board and the direct digital 
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synthesizers (OOS's) used to control phase and delay tracking are included on the 
timing functions board. 

IV. Future Plans 

What is the future of this design philosophy? The most effective area of 
expansion is in the direction of greater data and record rates. Currently the S2 
recording system achieves a data rate of 1 28 Mb/s. Engineering tests indicate 
that the system will perform well at double the scan rate which would support a 
data rate of 256 Mb/s. The professional digital video industry must mature before 
greater rates can be achieved at reasonable cost. Both the 02 and OX machines 
achieve raw record · rates of about 1 50 Mb/s. A stack of 8 of these could record 
at a rate in excess of 1 Gb/s. 
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I .F. Inputs 4 selectable 
1 00-1 000 MHz 

:# of Baseband Converters 1 

Baseband Channelization 16 MHz USB 
16 MHz LSB 

Samplers 4-level 32 Msls USB 
4-level 32 Msls LSB 

LO Settling Time < 1 ms 

Delay Tracking Resolution < 1 18 sample interval 

Phase Tracking Resolution < 1 132 cycle 

Phase Calibration 2 flexible phase detectors , , 

Total Record Rate 1 28 Mbls 

Table 1 • CGLBI D.A.T. Specifications 
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Progress to Millimeter Accuracy VLBI: Synergism 
of Many Factors ' 

T A Clark (Code 929.9, NASA/GSFC, Greenbelt, MD 20771, 
clark@tomcat.gsfc.nasa.gov) 

Since the inception of geodetic VLBI in the late 1960's, its system 
accuracy has progressed at a rate of about on order-of-magnitude per 
decade. This progress , has been achieved through parallel 
developments in a number of areas; this paper discusses the current 
state-of-the-art in geodeti� VLBI as the synergistic interplay of all 
these factors: 

• Improvements in instrumental sensitivity and stability; 
• Improvements in calibration of instrumental biases; 
• Improvements in the performance and reliability of high-s'tability 

frequency standards and time/frequency distribution, hardware; 
• Improvements in system reliability and station, automatipn; 
• Development of dedicated geodetic VLBI telescope facilities, 

correlators and operational networks; 
• Improvements in theoretical models for the earth, its, motion in 

space and relativistic effects; 
• Development of new observing strategies designed to optimize 

recovery of both geodetic and "nuisance" parameters; 
• Expansion and refinement of catalogs of "good" VLBI radio 

sources in both hemispheres; 
• Development of stochastic parameter , estimation techniques; , 
• Development of improved techniques for the calibration and 

estimation of atmospheric effects; -
, '  

• Development of techniques for large "global;' solutions 
encompassing many years of data; 

" 

• Intercomparisons between high accuracy geodetic, techniques 
(VLBI, SLR, GPS) and intra-technique "friendly competition." 

This paper illustrates the interdependence of these factors ' using 
more than 500,000 individual data points collected over the past 
decade by the NASA Crustal Dynamics Project (CDP) and the 
operational earth orientation networks. The current "best" VLBI 
performance is illustrated with data from the CDP's "R&D" 
experiments, which show repeatability of 1-2 mm horizontal, and 5-6 
mm vertical. Finally, we prognosticate about the extension and 
improvement of performance (especially in the vertical) over the next 
few years to support measurements of post-glacial rebound, sea-level , 
change, volcanology, earth orientation and plate tectonics. 
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1. Background 

NASA Crustal Dyna�ies Project Results: 
Sensitivity 

·
of Geodetic Results to Clock 

and Atmosphere Estimation Models 

James W. Ryan and Chopo Ma 
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center 

W.E. Himwich . 
Interferometries Inc./NASA 

ABSTRACf 

Our VLBI analysis group has implemented a new, highly parametrized 
method to estimate residual clock and tropospheric refraction errors in 
geodetic VLBI data analysis. This method has replaced the sparsely 
parametrized polynomial methC?d of the past and has many of the attributes 
of Kalman filters. We defined an objective measure of estimation 
performance and then carried out a comprehensive study to test the 
effectiveness of the new method compared to a method designed to mimic 
polynomial parametrization. We found no compelling evidence that the new 
method is more effective than the earlier method. Nonetheless, there are 
good reasons to continue to use the new method. 

The limiting error source for geodetic VLBI is mismodeling of tropospheric refraction (NASA, 1988). The 
NASA/Crustal Dynamies Projects (CDP) has vigorously investigated various methods of a priori calibration of 
the troposphere. In the past, much of this work was in· the development of water vapor radiometers (WVRs) 
to measure the water vapor distribution over the observing sites. While the original specification for measuring 
the wet zenith path delay ( <30 ps ) has been met (Janssen, Elgered et al.), the WVRs have not been sufficiently 
accurate to eliminate the need to estimate tropospheric parameters in the data analysis and have had no 
significant impact on the accuracy achieved with geodetic VLBI (Kuehn et al.). The CDP has also pursued better 
methods to estimate tropospheric refraction effects in the data analysis. These methods have evolved, and an 
investigation of these methods and similar methods for dock error estimation is the subject of this paper. 

From the beginning of geodetic VLBI in the late 1960s until the mid-1980s the techniques for modeling clock 
and atmosphere errors changed little. Clock errors were modeled with low order polynomials that were 
reinitiaIized at discontinuous clock jumps. Beginning in 1980 diurnal sinusoids of arbitrary amplitude and phase 
were also used. An analyst determined the appropriate form of the dock functions usecll for a particular session 
from an inspection of the post-fit delay residuals. The technique was time consuming, subjective, and without 
physical basis. 

Atmosphere erro� were initially estimated with one constant ze�ith path delay per station per session. This 
evolved into the use of a few (typically four per day) zenith path delays with uniform time intervals for each 
station. Later rates of change of zenith path delay within the time intervals were added and it became possible 
to maintain continuity in the zenith estimate as a function of time. Since the atmosphere errors appear in the 
post-fit residuals with an elevation dependence the analyst could not simply inspect the residuals to gain insight 
into how to set the parametrization. The exact form of the atmosphere parametrization was a subjective decision 
based on whether the analyst thought the data were fit to the level of the inherent noise. 

Clock and atmosphere modeling changed considerably in the mid-1980s with the implemen�ation of a Kalman 
filter by T.A. Herring (1990). The Kalman filter models the zenith path delay and dock errors at a station as 
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constantly changing stochastic functions characterized by their statistical properties, i.e., the power laws of their 
evolution as functions of time. This was a breakthrough for many reasons. It provided a sound theoretical basis 
for the estimation model, produced dramatically better fits to the delay observations, and in practice appeared 
to generate more consistent geodetic results than the earlier techniques. 

Our group at the Goddard Space Flight Center has implemented estimation methods in our data analysis that 
are direct decendents of the earlier polynomial methods but with many of the attributes of the Kalman filter. 
Our methods appear to produce results that are comparable to and are sometimes better than those produced 
by the Kalman filer. (See companion paper by Himwich et al. in this volume.) We make use of continuous. 
piecewise linear functions and constraints. 

In an observing session our atmosphere estimation model for a given site is a function consisting of linear 
segments that join continuously. The initial zenith atmosphere delay is estimated without a constraint while the 
rate of change in each segment is constrained. The length of the linear segments is uniform for a given 
observing session and can range from 20 minutes to the duration of the session; we now use one hour intervals 
in routine processing. The rate constraint determines how quickly the model can respond to changes in 
atmospheric conditions that affect the zenith path delay. 'Our nominal constraint is 50 ps/hour, which is loose 
and corresponds to very turbulent weather conditions . 

. Our clock estimation model for each station is the sum of two functions. The first is a second order polynomial 
with three unconstrained parameters (clock epoch offset, frequency offset, and frequency drift) that is fit to all 
the data of the observing session. The second function is identical in form to the function used for the 
atmosphere model except that it has a value of 0 ps at the time of the first observation. The level of the 
constraint controls how quickly the clock model can respond to apparent changes in the clock behavior. We 
usually set the size of the constraint to a small mUltiple of the nominal Allan variance for hydrogen maser 
frequency standards in the 20 min to 1 hr integration interval, typically, 5*10.14• Given a real clock epoch jump, 
i.e., discontinuous clock behavior, both functions are reinitialized; this occurs in only a few percent of the 
sessions. 

2. The Problem 

In the late 1980s nearly all VLBI groups adopted highly parametrized estimation methods after only limited 
testing. (JPL is a notable exception). As our contribution to this Chapman Conference we set out to investigate 
in a systematic and comprehensive way whether our new estimation methods are substantially better than the 
old methods. We did not investigate the effectiveness of the Kalman filter compared to the old methods, but 
our companion paper (Himwich et al.) compares results from our new methods with filter results. 

3. What Is Better? 

The first problem is to define "better" in a precise and useful way. Some possible definitions are: 

"Better means more accurate." This would be the best test but is unusable since we do not know the true values. 

"Better means smaller formal errors of the geodetic parameters." With least·squares parameter estimation 
techniques it is nearly always possible to make the formal errors smaller without necessarily improving the true 
uncertainties. This has some value but not much. 

"Better means fitting the observations with smaller residuals." Adding more estimated parameters will nearly 
always produce better fits. This may be a necessary condition for a better method but is not sufficient to prove 
it is better. 
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"Better means more repeatable results, particularly for baseline lengths." This is the classic test of improvement 
in geodetic VLBI. As VLBI equipment and analysis techniques have progressed since tbe early days the lime 
series of baseline lengths have become smoother. It is not a perfect test since we do not know at wbat level tM 
real Earth will introduce variations into uniform baseline change. Nonetheless, we will use this criterion aDd 
defme the repeatability of a baseline as the weighted nns scatter of individual baseline measurements about the 
line that fits the measurements over the time. 

4. Model for Scaling of Baseline Length Error 

Figure 1 is a plot of baseline length repeatability as a function of baseline length taken from our most recent 
CDP VLBI Annual Report (Caprette et al.). It shows the weighted rms scaller about constant linear evolution 
for baselines lengths. Since the principal parameter affecting repeatability is baseline length. we defme an error 
scaling model of the form: 

error = floor + scale· length 

The floor is required because of fundamental noise-like errors independent of baseline length arising from the 
noise of the observations and from the non-rigidity of the telescopes. We fit the parameters to the dati in 
Figure 1 to produce a VLBI error scaling model. Because of the form of the model, a few baselines at the 
longest lengths can dominate the scale and produce an unrepresentative result. To prevent this we have 
generated three models with different ranges of baseline lengths. We believe the model for the shortest ranle, 
0-6000 lan, best represents the current VLBI state-of-the-art because it encompasses nearly 80% of the baselines 
and nearly aU baselines of tectonic interest. (Baselines nearly spanning the Earth have very little information 
about tectonic plate motions.) 

Figure 1 
Baseline Length Repeatability Versus Baseline Length 
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5. The Test Case 

Testing of analysis methods in the past was largely anecdotal; only a small number and a limited class of 
observing sessions were analyzed. Our goal here was to produce a comprehensive test in which very many 
sessions of all types would be examined. We chose a data set including most of the Mark III geodetic data from 
1979 to the end of 1989,'the same set as that in our latest annual report (Caprette et al.). The set includes nearly 
all geodetic quality data acquired by NASA's CDP and the IRIS project. There are 1077 sessions with more than 
485,000 observations and 402 baselines, of which 144 baselines had sufficient data to estimate baseline length 
repeatability. The types of sessions include IRIS earth rotation, mobile VLBI in the western US, Alaska, and 
Canada, and the full range of CDP fIXed station networks. Because the set includes nearly all Mark III geodetic 
data it is perforce representative. (Since this data set is so large the most complicated test solutions discussed 
below required as much as two days of HP845 computer time to carry out.) 

While our goal was to test the new parametrization methods against the polynomial parametrization methods 
of the past, this proved to be impossible to carry out in practice. The old clock method required that an analyst 

decide the exact form of the clock parametrization for each session, a practice that typically required a few hours 
per session. The analyst also specified the atmosphere parametrization. We abandoned this practice when we 
introduced the new methods. Consequently the most recent sessions could not be analyzed with the old methods 
without expending months of analyst time to determine the �ubjective parametrizations. We chose instead to 
compare highly parametrized solutions with solutions using the new methods but with onlY ,a few, very long 
intervals. We feel this mimics polynomial parametrization reasonably wen. Except for the clock and atmosphere 
parameters being tested, all other aspects of these solutions were in our standard configuration as described in 
our most recent CDP annual report (Caprette et al.). ' 

6. The Results for Atmospheric Parametrization 

To test the effect of variation in the atmosphere interval we carried out a series of nine solutions. We uniformly 
parametrized the clocks with a I-hour interval and set the clock and atmosphere constraints to their nominal 
values discussed above. The atmosphere intervals tested ranged from 20 minutes to one day. Table 1 shows the 
effect on the fit of the global solution, i,e. , the weighted rms post-fit delay residual for the nearly one-half million 
observations. The fit was 61 ps with a l-day interval and decreased to 42 ps for a 2O-min interval. The F-test, 
which compares the l�vel of fit and the number of parameters estimated, showed that the introduction of new 
parameters was useful statistically until the transition from the 30-min to the 2O-min interval. Based on post-fit 
residuals the highly parametrized estimates appear to be superior, but as discussed above this is not a very strong 
test. 

The key test was to compare repeatability, e.g., the baseline length error scaling plots, for the various solutions. 
We found that, except for the l-day interval results, the plots were nearly indistinguishable. Table 2 shows the 
baseline error scaling laws from the set of solutions. To make the differences visible we also plot the differences 
between the repeatability values for the 20-min interval solution and the values from the other solutions in 
Figures, 2.1 - 2.6. In each plot the horizontal scale is baseline length and the vertical scale is the repeatability 
difference' for the 144 baselines used. Information that shows quantitatively which solution is better accompanies 
each plot. Consider Figure 2.6, which is a comparison of results from the 20-min and l-day interval solutions . 

. The 2O-min solution had better length repeatability on 101 baselines while the l-day solution was better for 40 
baselines. For the remaining three baselines the repeatabilities were identical. The average repeatability was 
8.9 mm for the 2O-min solution and 10.1 mm for the I-day solution. An inspection of the plot shows that for 
the short « 1000 km) baselines there is no trend, but beyond 1000 km the 2O-min parametrization is clearly 
better. This is the only case where the new, highly parametrized solution is clearly better than the old, sparse 
parametrization. Consider Figure 2.5. The 6-hr solution actually had more baselines with better repeatability 
than the 2O-mm solution - 74 to 64. The average repeatability for 6 hours intervals was 9.0 mm, an insignificant 

. difference from the 8.9 mm value for 20 minute intervals. In summary, while the highly parametrized solutions 
have much smaller post-fit delay residuals than the sparsely parametrized solutions, we have been unable to show 
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that the geodetic results are better. One zenith atmosphere delay and rate per station per day is clearly inferior, 
but that level of parametrization would not have been used even as recently as the mid-1980s. 

Table 1 
Global Weighted RMS Delay Fits 

- 1100 Session SOL VE/GLOBL Solution 
Atmosphere Delay Added Atm. 

Interval 
(min) 
20 
30 

· 60 
120 
180 
240 
360 
480 

1440 

Fit 
(ps) 
41.9 
41.9 
44.0 
45.4 
46.7 
47.8 
49.6 
51.6 
61.0 

Reduced XZ 

0.91 
0.91 
0.97 
1.01 
1.06 
1.09 
1.16 
1.24 
1.70 

Noise­
(ps) 

2.9 
13.7 
18.7 
20.8 
23.1 
26.7 
30.2 
44.4 

-The added atm. noise value is computed based on the assumption that the '20-min interval' 
values reflect removing aU atmospheric noise. 

Table 2 
Baseline Length Error Scaling Models 

Atmosphere Interval Tests 
0-6000 km Baselines 

Atmosphere 
Interval 
(min.) 
20 
30 
60 

120 
180 
240 
360 
480 

1440 

Floor 
(mm) 

7.0 
7.1 
7.0 
7.0 
6.9 
6.9 
6.7 
6.8 
6.6 

Scale 
(ppb) 

1.0 
1.0 
1.1 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.1 
1.2 
1.8 

In an attempt to probe this un�xpected result further we divided the baselines into two sets: mobile baselines 
(those involving at least one mobile VLBI site), and fixed baselines (those involving only fIXed stations). We did 
this because the character of mobile data is quite different from that of fIXed stations. Compared to fIXed 
stations, mobile systems are less sensitive (produce observations of lower SNR), have yery poor low elevation 
coverage, and are generally used to measure short baselines, where some common mode error rejection occurs. 
We used the 2O-min and 6-hr solutions in this test. For the mobile baselines we found that the 6-hr 
parametrization produced better results in a ratio of 44 to 26, but the average repeatability was identical - 6.8 
mm. For the fIXed station baselines the comparison showed the 2O-min parametrization produced better results 
in a ratio of 38 to 30. The average repeatability was 9.3 and 9.4 mm for 20 min and 6 hr, r�spectively. Thus, 
for baselines with relatively poor data, i.e. , the mobile baselines, the increased parametrization actually produced 
poorer results than the sparse. For baselines with strong data the increased parametrization produced marginally 
better results. 
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We also investigated halving the constraint value to 25 ps/hour and doubling it to 100 ps/hour. We found no 
difference in the average length repeatability at a level < 1 mm, but the tighter constraint did produce better 
results when simply counting which parametrization produced the greatest number baselines with the best 
repeatability. 

The primary goal of the CDP when it was established in 1980 was to measure contemporary plate motion rates. 
In terms of VLBI measurements the single most important type of information used to determine plate motion 
rates is baseline length rate. With this in mind we tabulated the effect of changing the atmosphere estimation 
interval on the baseline rates inferred from the time series of lengths. For all the intervals discussed above the 
rates agreed on average to better than one formal sigma, even when comparing the 2O-min solution to the I-day 
solution. When comparing parametrizations of 6 hours or less the agreement was on average 0.6 sigma or less. 
Since these sigmas are in general optimistic estimates of the true uncertainties the atmosphere parametrization 
interval has no significant effect on tectonic rates inferred from these data. 

7. The Results for Clock Parametrization 

To test the effect of varying the clock parametrization interval we made solutions with the clock interval set to 
30, 60, 120 and 180 minutes while keeping a constant one hour atmosphere interval. We found that changing 
the clock parametrization interval had almost no effect on the baseline error scaling models. Table 3 shows the 
baseline length error scaling models for the 0-6000 km range. The average length repeatabilities were 8.9, 8.8, 
8.7, and 8.8 mm for the 30, 60, 120, and 180-min interval solutions. These are insignificant differences. 
Compared to the 30-minute solution the other solutions all produced larger numbers of baselin�s with better 
repeatability, typically in a ratio of 80 baselines to 60. The 120-min solution was better than the ISO-min solution 
by 65 to 62 baselines. In any case the results on average are quite insensitive to the clock interval in the range 
we tested. 

We also tested varying the clock constraint. The standard clock constraint is 5.10-14 sec/sec. We ran solutions 
with the constraint set to 2.5"'10-14 and 10.10-14 sec/sec. The three solutions produced the same length error 
scaling model in the 0-6000 km range and the identical average repeatability considering all baselines. 
Considering the three solutions and the full set of 144 baselines the repeatability differences were never greater 
than 1.0 mm and on average were less than 0.2 mm. The sensitivity to the clock constraint is very, very low. 

8. Summary 

Table 3 
Baseline Length Error Scaling Models 

Clock Interval Tests 
0-6000 km Baselines 

Clock Floor Scale 
Interval (mm) (ppb) 
(min.) 

30 7.4 0.9 
60 7.0 1.0 

120 7.1 1.0 
180 7.1 1.0 

We set out to test whether our new, highly parametrized clock and atmosphere estimations methods were better 
than the old ad hoc methods. (In our own minds we set out to demonstrate the efficacy of these new methods.) 
Based on the criterion we chose, improved baseline length repeatability, the new methods did not consistently 
and significantly produce better results. There is evidence that for fIxed stations the highly parametrized 
atmosphere estimations provide marginally better results than sparsely parametrized estimations. For mobile 
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baselines the result is just the opposite. For the clock parametrization, we found that there was very little 
sensitivity to the interval size within the range of intervals we tested. When we test varying clock and atmosphere 
constraints we found that the results were very insensitive to the level of constraints (within the range of 
reasonable constraints). In short we were unable to demonstrate that the new methods are conclusively better 
than the old. 

These results should not be interpreted to mean that the new methods should be abandoned. There is much 
to be said for them: 1) They consistently produce post-fit delay residuals at or near the level of inherent random 
noise in the observations. (With the old methods the delay residuals were consistently dominated by short term. 
systematic effects.) The residuals are then useful as a powerful diagnostic of station performance. 2) The 
polynomial parametrization method required that a large ad hoc variance be added to the observation variances 
so that the solution would have reduced X2 of 1. This size of the additional variance is greatly reduced with the 
new method. 3) The new method appears to produce more realistic formal errors. 4) A comparison of the 
estimated atmosphere values from the new method with results from water vapor radEo:neters consistently shows 
good agreement both in the overall level of the 'wet' delay and in its temporal behavior. 5) The new method 
eliminates the need for subjective parametrization by an analyst and typically saves one half to one day of analyst 
time per session. 

When comparing the solutions with 20-min and 6-hr atmosphere parametrizations the fIXed station baselines were 
marginally better with the higher parametrization and the mobile baselines were marginally better with the sparse 
parametrization. This seems to indicate that the highly parametrized solutions simply have too many degrees 
of freedom when the data quality is relatively poor (the mobile baselines). A goal for future research into 
parametrization methods is to understand how to tailor the number of degrees of freedom allowed in the 
estimation to the information content of the VLBI observations. 
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The analysis of geodetic VLBI data originally used a least-squares technique with only 
deterministic parameters. An implementation of this approach was developed in the SOLVE 
program at Goddard. In the 1980s, a Kalman filter analysis program, SOLVK, was developed at 
the Center for Astrophysics. Initially, filtering produced significantly better results than 
detenninistic least-squares, as measured by baseline repeatability. This improvement was due 
primarily to the filter's ability to model short tenn clock and atmospheric variations. Subsequently, 
SOLVE was enhanced to include more sophisticated models. Although these models allow less 
variation than the stochastic processes used by the Kalman filter, they produce comparable results. 
The scaling law for the baseline repeatability for SOLVE is 4.7 mm + 2.3 ppb. For SOLVI{ the 
scaling law is 6.8 mm + 2.4 ppb. For the Westford-Ft. Davis baseline (3000 Icm), measured by 
more than SOO sessions, the overall repeatabilities relative to the smoothed length is S.4±0.3 mm 
for both systems. However, for individual years of data there is less agreement in the repeatability. 
The baseline rates generally agree at the one sigma level. The differences in baseline repeatabilities 
and rates are probably due to differences in the data editing and different sensitivities to 
mismodeled and unmodeled effects. The availability of two independent estimation systems of 
comparable quality provides a valuable ability to cross check results. Exploring the remaining 
differences between the systems will improve our understanding of VLBI data analysis. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The analysis of Mark III VLBI data has traditionally used least­
squares estimation to detennine geodetic and astrometric parame­
ters of intereit [Clark el aL , 1985]. This approach allows for the 
estimation and removal of nuisance effects, in particular, timing 
system and tropospheric delay variations. Historically, these 
effects were estimated using low-order polynomials to represent 
timing variations and a few zenith tropospheric delay parameters 
for each station in each experiment. This technique left a large 
amount of unmodeled systematic variation in the residuals. In an 
attempt to represent the effects of this unmodeled variation, a 
white noise component was added in quadrature to the a priori 
data weights to make the reduced t nearly unity. The SOL VB 
program developed at Goddard was an implementation of this 
approach. 

In the 1980s, a Kalman fdter, known as SOLVK, was developed 
for processing Mark III VLBI, data [Herring el al. , 1990). The 
fdter approach uses stochastic processes to model the tropospheric 
and timing effects. Short tenn variations in these effects can be 
dynamically tracked by the filter because of the density of the 
VLBI observations and because the tropospheric delay has an 
elevation dependence that the timing variation does not. The 
results from SOLVK initially demonstrated a significant improve­
ment in baseline repeatability over the traditional low-order 
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polynomial approach used by SOLVE. 
SOLVE was extended in the latter half of the 1980s to usc a 

continuous model made of piecewise linear segments to represent 
the variations in the tropospheric delays and timing systems. 
NonnaUy, segment lengths of about one hour are used. The 
adjustments of the piecewise segments are constrained by the 
application of pseudo-observations that reflect the approximate 
variation expected in the parameters. Using this approach the 
amount of white noise that must be added to make the reduced t 
close to unity is reduced significantly. 

In the limiting case when the segment lengths are equal to the 
time between observations, this approach can be used to represent 
the simple stochastic processes used by SOL VK. Implementing a 
stochastic process in this way would be inappropriate because of 
the large amount of computation involved. However, for the 
typical segment lengths of one hour, the computational burden is 
much less than for SOLVK. The piecewise linear model approxi­
mates the true stochastic model and is sometimes referred to as a 
'pseudo-stochastic' model. 

The addition of pseudo-stochastic parameters to SOLVB ad­
dressed two of the major problems with polynomial parameteriza­
tion: detennining the "appropriate" order and boundaries for the 
polynomials and changing standards of what "appropriate" is 
[Herring el al. , 1990). Using pseudo-stochastic clocks and 
atmospheres, the analyst makes relatively few subjective deci-



sions. The only boundaries that must be determined are for large 
clock breaks, which are fairly rare and unambiguous. Occasional­
ly, the analyst may choose to loosen the model by weakening the 
constraint or shortening the parameterization interval because a 
clock or atmosphere is noisier than usual. Studies [Ma el aL , 
1990 and Ryan el al. , 1991] indicate that variations of the 
adjustable features of this parameterization have relatively little 
effect on the results. In addition, the newer analysis scheme is 
more automated and allows the data to be reprocessed using a 
uniform treatment. Processing with SOLVE and SOLVK are now 
comparably objective. 

The remainder of this paper discusses a comparison between the 
baseline repeatability from SOLVE and SOLVK. 

II. COMPARISON SOwnONS 

To assess the relative performance of SOLVE and SOLVK we 
compared the rep:a.tability of the 139 most frequently measured 
Mark III baselines. The baseline lengths were estimated individu­
ally for each experiment. The set of lengths from all the experi­
ments were fit to an offset and slope for each baseline. The 
weighted root-mean-square scatter of the residuals about the lines 
was calculated and compared. These solutions used the bulk of 
geodetic Mark III VLBI data available at the time, including I 1S9 
observing sessions of IRIS, CDP fIXed, CDP mobile, and 
NAVNET data, with about 600,000 Mark III VLBI observations. 

The SOLVE solution used the standard SOLVE set-up. The vast 
majority of the atmosphere and clock models used one-hour linear 
segments. The atmosphere constraint level was �ypically set to so 
picosecondslhour. The clock constraint level was set to five parts 
in 1014• A few of the atmosphere and clock models used a shorter 
parameterization interval or weaker constraints. The baseline 
lengths were estimated from the group delays only. 

The SOLVK solution used the standard SOLVK processing. The 
phase delay rates were used to estimate the power spectral density 
(PSD) of a white noise process driving an atmospheric random 
walk: process for each station in each experiment. Typically, the 
PSD estimates were less than 0.75 pS2/sec. These PSD estimates 
were used in the random walk: model for the atmospheric variation 
in the group delay solution. Timing system variations were 
modeled using a combination of random walk: and integrated walk: 
models to give a variation of about one part in 1014 at SO minutes. 
The baseline lengths were estimated from the group delays. 

Both the SOLVE and SOLVK systems used the Chao wet 
mapping function to estilllate the wet troposphere delay. This 
capability was recently added to SOLVE [Kuehn el al. , 1991]. 

The constraints used by SOLVE are heuristically related to those 
used by SOLVK. For the atmosphere model, the PSD of 0.7S 
pS2/sec for a white noise process driving a random walk: integrates 
to a sigma of about 50 ps at one hour, which is the value used by 
SOLVE. Since the PSD used by SOLVK is generally less than 
0.75 pS2/sec, the constraint used by SOLVE corresponds to a 
relatively loose constraint in SOLVK. For the clock model, 
SOLVE uses of S parts in 1014 at one hour which is also compara­
tively looser than SOLVK's 1 part in 1014 at SO minutes. 

Although the constraints levels used by the two programs are 
related, they cannot be directly compared. SOLVE specifies the 
constraint as a linear rate over a period of time. SOL VK specifies 
the constraint in terms of a random walk: and integrated random 
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walk:. The spectral content of the two systems is different, 
particularly on time scales shorter than the segments lengths used 
by SOLVE. 

A study of SOLVK [Herring el al , 1990] and the previously 
cited studies of SOLVE [Ma el aL , 1990 and Ryan et aL , 1991] 
show that the results for both approaches are fairly insensitive to 
the actual levels of the constraints used. This is consistent w'.ith a 
calculation of the constraint 'share' in SOLVE using [Theil, 
1963]. This calculation indicates that the constraints typically 
contribute less than a third of the fmal precision of the clock and 
atmosphere parameters. In SOLVB the primary role of the 
constraints is to prevent the solution from being indeterm:nate 
because of data gaps. For SOLVE the results are also fairly 
insensitive to the atmosphere and clcele parameterization inte:rvals 
[Ryan el aL , 1991]. 

III. REsULTS 

The results of the comparison are presented in Figure 1.  The 
weighted root-mean-square (RMS) length repeatability averaged 
over all the baselines is 1 1 .6 mm for SOLVE and 12.0 mm for 
SOLVK. SOLVE produced better repeatability for 112 baselines. 
SOL�K produced better repeatability for 2S baselines. For two 
baselines the repeatabilities were identical between the two 
systems. 

The results show that SOLVE produced more repeatable results 
for most baselines. For SOLVE, an overall scaling law for the 
repeatabilities as a function of baseline length is 4.7 mm + 2.3 
ppb. For SOLVK, the scaling law is 6.8 mm + 2.4 ppb. The 
difference in the repeatabilities is a small fraction of the rqx:at­
ability itself. For example, from the scaling law for SOLVE, the 
repeatability for a baseline of 5000 km is 16.2 mm; for SOLVK 
the corresponding repeatability is 18.8 mm. The difference is 
about 15%. 

The Ft. Davis-Westford baseline was examined in more detail. 
This baseline (3000 km) is one of the most frequently measured. 
Approximately 70 measurements a year, mostly by the IRIS 
program, have been made since 1984. O .. r solutions included over 
SOO determinations of the length. The lengths were smoothed with 
a 30 day box-car and the residuals to the smooth lengths were 
calculated. For both SOLVE and SOLVK, the overall repeaZabili­
ty (weighted RMS residual) was 8.4±0.3 mm. Table 1 gives the 
repeatabilities by year for the two systems calculated with a 50 
day box-car. For the more recent dr.ta, 1987-1989, the repeatabili­
ties are comparable, differing by only a few tenths of a millime-­
ter. For the earliest data, 1981-1983, SOLVE produces better 
repeatability, For the intervening years, 1984-1986, SOLVK 
produces better repeatability. 

A histogram of the baseline rate differences for the 139 
baselines binned by one-half of the sigma of the determination is 
shown in Figure 2. Typically, the rates differ by one sigma or 
less. There is a slight bias in the results such that the rates from 
SOLVK are slightly more positive. 

IV. DISCUSSION 

The difference in the repeatability between SOL VB and SOLVK 
can probably be attributed to three causes: differences in data 
editing, differences in the modeling of the atmospheric and clock 
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Table 1 .  Ft. Davis-Westford Baseline Repeatability. The 
weighted root-mean-square of the residuals binned by year 
relative to a smoothed mean calculated with a SO day box­
car. 

Year SOLVE SOLVK 
1981 16.8 17.9 
1982 16.6 18. 1 
1983 9.9 1 1 .2 
1984 13.0 1 1 .3 
1985 9.6 8.8 
1986 10.8 8.7 
1987 9.8 9.4 
1988 6.5 6.3 
1989 4.8 5.1 

effects, and differing sensitivities to other unmodeled effects. The 
relative importance of these effects is unclear at this time. It 
seems likely that data editing may play the most significant role. 

Data editing is handled differently by the two systems. Use of 
data in SOLVE at Goddard always includes some human examina­
tion. Some outliers are removed manually and clock breaks 
epochs must be set. As a result, all data placed into large 
solutions at Goddard are looked at in some detail to see if they 
are reasonable. Typically, the data are edited to three times the fit 
scatter. The level of data editing depends on the particular 
analyst. 

Data used by SOLVK may not be examined in detail. SOLVK 
includes a capability to automatically edit to some multiple of the 
data sigma, typically four times. Normally clock breaks are 
determined automatically. If the fit of an experiment indicates a 
problem may be present, it is examined in more detail for clock 
break and editing problems. 

Both systems use statistically inappropriate editing criteria. A 
better criteria would take into account the effects of the estimated 
parameters on the distribution of the residuals. Neither SOLVE 
nor SOLVK account for this, although it may significantly effect 
the expected scattered of the residuals. This is true especially for 
low elevation observations which tend to contribute a dispropor­
tionately greater share of the information to the solution. Addi­
tionally, SOLVE does not take into account the individual data 
weights in the editing process. However, this error is ameliorated 
to some extent by the use of the white noise components, which 
tend to make the effective data weights more uniform for SOLVE. 

The problem of data editing directly affected the development of 
the comparison data set. The editing of SOLVE is not sufficient 
for use in SOLVK, nor is SOLVK's editing sufficient for use in 
SOLVE. The primary problem is that depending on the details of 
the estimated parameters and the data distribution, both systems, 
generally in different situations, have enough freedom to absorb 
outliers. A point that is not an outlier for SOLVE may be one for 
SOLVK and vice-versa. 

The effects of the data distribution and model geometry on the 
residual distribution can be calculated [for example, see equation 
12.38 in Vanicek and Krakiws/cy, 1986]. Using the residual 
distribution to determine whether data are true outliers may lead 
to more consistent data editing. Using the residual distribution 
may also malee it possible to identify whether some points violate 
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the model assumptions significantly. This may be useful for 
identifying and investigating modeling problems, such as mapping 
function errors at low elevations. 

Besides data editing problems, mismodeling due to errors in the 

clock and atmosphere models may contribute to the differences in 
repeatability between SOLVE and SOLVK. The models used for 
the atmospheres and clocks by the two systems are different in 
their details. ,Both systems allow syste::natic behavior on time 
scales of an hour or more to be modeled. However, SOLVE has 
no provision to model variations on time periods shorter than the 
model segment lengths. These variations show up as colored 
noise. SOLVK on the other hand can model shorter term varia­
tions. 

A second difference in the models is the variation allowed in the 
models. SOLVE effectively enforces a linear change in each 
model segment. SOLVK malee no such requirement. Instead, 
SOLVK recovers, to some accuracy, a variation with the spectral 
content specified by the model. The model used by SOLVK is 
probably a more accurate representation of the physics, particular­
ly on short times scales, than SOLVE's. However, even the 
model used by SOL VK is not perfect. The errors in the models 
used by both system contribute some error to the results. Howev­
er, considering the insensitivity of the results to variations in the 
model parameters, it is probably a fairly small effect. 

SOLVK's model is theoretically more elegant than SOLVE's. 
SOLVE permits rate changes only at the points where the linear 
segments meet. As already mentioned, SOLVK potentially 
represents the statistics of the clock and atmosphere variations 
more realistically than SOLVE. However, as shown by the 
slightly better repeatability of baselines from SOLVE, this 
theoretical superiority would appear not to be a significant 
advantage compared to other considerati.ons. 

Unmodeled effects may also contribute to the difference in the 
repeatabilities. The stochastic models used by SOLVK tend to 
distribute unmodeled effects differently than the more determinis­
tic model used by SOLVE. As an example, antenna deformation, 
which is not explicitly modeled at this time, is likely to have 
different consequences for the two systems. 

The differences in the repeatabilities by year for the Ft. Davis­
Westford baseline are intriguing. It is interesting that the repeata­
bilities agree well in the latter years, 1987-1989, when the data 
are better and include more low elevation observations. The 
earlier years, 1981-1983, when SOLVE has better repeatability, 
are dominated by the single baseline POLARIS experiments. The 
period from 1984-1986 where SOLVK has better repeatability 
corresponds to the years when the 'Ft. Davis anomaly' went 
through its largest excursion and are also the initial years of the 
multi-baseline IRIS program. These differences are only intriguing 
now, although understanding them, if they are significant, may 
lead to a better understanding of the differences between SOLVE 
and SOL VK and perhaps the Ft. Davis anomaly as well. 

The slight apparent bias in the baseline rates that apJNlllr in 
Figure 2 suggests that there is a small difference in the models 
used by the two systems, most likely in the atmosphere models. 
In particular, it is known that the base:Jne rates are sensitive to 
errors in the mapping function because of changes in the elevation 
coverage of the data [Kuehn et aL , 1991]. There may be some 
remaining discrepancy in the models used by SOLVE and 
SOLVK. 



V. CONCWSIONS 

We have compared the baseline repeatabilities and rates derived 
from SOLVE and SOLVK solutions for many Mark III VLBI 
baselines. SOLVK uses stochastic parameters to model clock and 
atmosphere variations. SOLVE uses a more deterministic model 
that includes a pseudo-stochastic model for these variations. The 
bueline repeatabilities for the two techniques are very compara­
ble, although generally SOLVE performs slightly better than 
SOL VK. The primary cause of the differences in the repeata­
bilities is most likely to be due to the data editing. To a lesser 
extent, mismodeling of the atmosphere and clocks and other 
unmodeled effects probably contribute. Since both systems 
provide good results they provide a valuable cross check for each 
other. The low level at which the two systems disagree shows that 
the differences in approach have relatively small consequences. 
Further work will be necessary to improve the consistency of the 
editing. Investigating the remaining differen,?es in the baseline, 
repeatabilities will improve our understanding of VLBI data. 
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Abstract 

We compute vertical displacements at most of the fixed VLBI 
·stations by convolving the atmospheric surface pressure given by 
the Japanese Meteorological Agency Global Objective Analysis 
data and the load love numbers all over the earth. The vertical 
displacements even under the inverted barometer model are as 
large as 40mm at continental stations in extreme meteorological 
conditions. Analytic approximate fonnulae specific to individual 
stations are derived. The post-fit residuals are smaller than Imm 
in the inverted barometer case and about 1 .6mm in the non­
inverted barometer case. The vertical displacements are 
compared with those detennined with VLBI. It is found that the 
atmospheric loading is not a major source of variations of the 
observed vertical displacements. 

I. Introduction 

The earth's atmosphere loads the surfaces of the solid earth and oceans and depresses 
th� solid earth vertically. It also produces a horizontal displacement because of the lateral 
inhomogeneity of the surface pressure distribution of the loading atmosphere although it is 
expected to be much smaller than the vertical displacement. This loading effect is not 
negligibly small if we require centimeter accuracy to a geodetic position measurement. In fact, 
the vertical position difference between the high and low extremities is as large as a few 
centimeters at continental stations. 

Another important loading source is the tidal change of the sea level. It has 
computationally similar characteristics as those of the atmospheric load. Both of them depend 
on location of a point where the loading displacement is computed and need global integratiQn 
of the loading effect over the whole earth's surface. The loading distribution is given by a 
global meteorological data such as the GANL(Global objective Analysis) data provided by 
the Japanese Meteorological Agency(JMA) in the case of the atmospheric loading, while tidal 
maps such as Schwiderski's(1980) are used in the case of the ocean tide. However, there is 
an important difference between the two loading problems. The tidal loading is purely 
periodic and needs to compute only amplitudes and phases of some major tidal constituents. 
On the other hand the atmospheric loading is not purely periodic but has wide continuous 
spectra. It is necessary to perform integration at each epoch when we want to know the 
displacement. This may be the major reason that there have been only few mttempts to 
compute the displacement due to the atmospheric loading. Van Dam and Wahr( 1987) 
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computed the atmospheric loading displacements at Westford and Onsala in one year by using 
a global meteorological data and found good correlations between the computed displacements 
and the baseline length changes. 

An important aspect of the correction of the atmospheric loading displacement is that 
we often need an approximate formula analytically expressed in terms of local surface 
pressure at an observing site. Presently most of data analysts do not have a convenient access 
to global meteorological data and cannot perform the global integration. More important 

. reason is that the present time resolution of the global meteorological data is only 12 hours 
despite the atmospheric pressure changes more rapidly. 

In this paper we compute the vertical displacements due to the atmospheric loading 
at 3 1  VLBI stations for the period from 1984 to 1990 and derive analytic approximations that 
have the accuracy of Imm. 

Il. Global meteorological data and method of computation 

The basic method of computation is similar to that used for computing displacements 
due to the ocean tides. We adopt the same integration method developed by Sato and 
Hanada(1984) and use the GANL data provided by the JMA as basic global meteorological 
data. Characteristics of the GANL data are summarized in table 1 .  

Table 1 .  Characteristics of  the GANL data. 

Period Mesh size Pressure level interval 

(degrees) (mb) (hours) 

- 1987/6 2.5x2.5 1000.850.700.500.400.300.250 .... 24 

1987n - 1988/2 2.5x2.5 850,700,500.400,300,250, ... 12 

1988/3 - 1 .875xl .875 1000.850,700.500.400,300.250 .... 12  

We first compute surface pressure at  the mesh points on the land by taking into 
account the surface topography of the earth. The topography data originally given at 30'x30' 
mesh points are interpolated at the mesh points of the GANL. We compute pressure on the 
GANL mesh points by interpolating the heights of the pressure level surfaces. Since the 
GANL mesh is not fine enough to compute precisely the loading pressure near an observing 
site, we interpolate the GANL data at the topography mesh points to compute the loading in 
the region within 18:75 from the observing site. The distribution of the surface pressure 
strongly reflects topography variation. It almost looks like a world topography map . 

. The surface pressure at the mesh points on the oceans is computed with the inverted 
barometer model. In this model the surface pressure at the individual mesh points over the 
oceans is replaced by common pressure averaged all over the oceans. 

In order to compute the vertical displacement the surface pressure is converted to 
loading surface mass density with the relation: 
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(1) 

where g is the surface gravity. The convolution of surface mass density with the load love 
number K all over the earth's surface gives the vertical displacement u as: 

21t 1t/2 
u(C\> ,A) = J J m(C\>',A')K(8)dA'dC\>' , (2) 

o -1t/2 

where (A,C\» and (A',C\>') are longitudes and latitudes of an observing site and a loading 

point, and 8 is angular distance between these two points. We use Farrell's(1972) load love 
numbers as K. Detailed procedure to perform the above integration is given in Sato and 
Hanada(1 984). 

II. Accuracy of the GANL data 

Before performing the integration given by equation (2) we have to examine how 
closely the interpolated surface pressure follows the actual pressure variation observed during 
VLBI observations. Figure 1 shows the pressure variation at Richmond in February, 1990. 
During this period an intensive burst observation campaign was conducted and almost 
continuous data spanning 1 1  days were obtained. The general trend of the GANL pressure 
closely follows the observed pressure. This means that the GANL data is usable at least for 
computing inter-day variation of the vertical positions. 

c 
1 030 c C 

c c 
C 

1 025 C : D�D DII\.A
D 

C 
� c C c C c 8 1 020 C C 

C c C 
C C C C 

C c 
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1 0 1 0  
cr:J 

1 005 47925 47930 47935 47940 47945 47950 
Figure 1. Variation of the surface pressure at Richmond. The squares are the spatially 
interpolated ,values from the GANL data at every 12 hours. The thick lines are the observed 
pressure. The abscissa is Julian day - 2400000. 

Figure 2 shows differences of the observed pressure from the interpolated GANL 
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Figure 2; Differences of the observed pressure from the interpolated GANL pressure at 
Richmond. The abscissa is · Julian day - · 2400000. . 

values at the observation epochs. There is a mean offset of about 1mb. This magnitude of the 
offset is quite likely because the offset depends on, for example, the ground height of a 
barometer. More important feature is the existence of daily variations. The GANL data cannot 
follow such high frequency variations because its temporal resolution is only 12 hours. The 
amplitude of. the �aily variation is about 1mb. At the epochs when the GANL data is given 
the variation of the differences is much smaller than 1mb. Therefore, we can conclude the 
GANL data has accura�y better than 1mb at the GANL data epochs if we neglect a constant 
offset. The accuracy of the pressure interpolated between the GANL data epochs depends· 
upon amplitudes of shorter period variations. The overall errors of the interpolated GANL 
values are about ±lmb in the present example. 

III. Results of direct integration 

In this section we show results of the direct integration given by equation (2) for 
Wettzell and Kauai for the period from March 1 ,  1988 to December 3 1 ,  1990. These stations 
are selected as typical continental and ocean stations: The GANL data is considered to be 
most accurate in this period(see table 1). . 

.. Figure :3 shows variations of u at Wettzell. The range of u between the high and low 
extremities is almost 40mm which is large enough to be detected, while usual. u varies by 
only 15mm. The.extremely high u correspond to extremely low pressure. The surface pressure 
variations in the same period is shown in Figure 4. By comparing the two figures we find 
very good ·correspondence between the peaks of u and p: low p corresponds to high u. 

Figure 5 is a correlation diagram between u and p. The points are concentrated around 
a straight line: This means that the correspondence is not only in the epoch but also in the 
magnitude. This is a ·  typical characteristic . of u at continental stations when the inverted 
barometer ·model is adopted . . , 

. . 
The correspondence between u and p is less clear at oceanic stations. Figures 6 and 

1 14 



-700 

-705 

-7 1 0  

S - 7 1 5  

8 - 7 20 

- 7 25 

-730 

-735 

-740 
47 00 47 47600 47800 48000 48200 

Figure 3. Variation of the vertical displacement u at Wettzell at every 12 hours from 
March I ,  1988 to December 31 .  1990. The abscissa is Julian day-2400000. The unit of the 
ordinate is mm. 
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Figure 4. Variation of the surface pressure p at Wettzell at every 12 hours from March 
I ,  1988 to December 31 ,  1990. The abscissa is Julian day-2400000. The unit of the 
ordinate is mb. 

7 show u and p at KauaL The correspondence between u and p is good. However, u does not 
have extreme spikes which p has. As is seen in a correlation diagram given by figure 7, 
although u varies basically in proportion to p, the distribution of the points is more dispersed 
than that at Wettzell. This is the implication of the inverted barometer model. If the inverted 
barometer model is not adopted, the correspondence is the same as that at continental stations. 
The range of u, which is only 4mm, is much smaller than that at Wettzell because the surface 
pressure typically varies only 15mb and the inverted barometer model is adopted. Another 
noticeable characteristic of u at Kauai is that u has a clear annual signature. Since u at Kauai 

. . " 
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Figure 5. Correlation between the surface pressure p and the vertical displacement u at 
Wettzell. Each point corresponds to p and u at every 12 hours. 
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Figure 6. Variation of the vertical displacement at Kauai at every 12 hours from March 
1 ,  1988 to December 31 ,  1990. The abscissa is Julian day-2400�0. The unit of the 
ordinate is mm. 

is considered to be due to the worldwide change of the surface atmospheric pressure under 
the invened barometer hypothesis, it is suggested that an annual variation of u independent 
of the local surface pressure variation exists. 

IV. Analytic approximation 

Since the correspondence between u and P is fairly good, proportionality of u to p . 
given by 

. 

is an appropriate approximation. Here Um and Pm are means of u and P over the period 
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Figure 7. Variation of the surface pressure at Kauai at every 12 hours from March 1 ,  
1988 to December 3 1 ,  1990. The abscissa is Julian day-2400000. The unit of the ordinate 
is mb. 
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Figure 8. Correlation diagram between the surface pressure and the vertical displacement 
at Kauai. Note that the concentration around a strict proportionality is poorer than that for 
Wettzell. 

(3) 

concerned. If we adopt equation (3), standard deviations of post-fit residuals are around 
1 .5mm. This value is much smaller than the range of u itself. However, it is not satisfactorily 
small if we require mm-accuracy. In addition there remain systematic variations in the post-fit 
residuals. 

Figure 9 shows the post-fit residuals of u at Kauai with equation (3) as an approximate 

I n  



S 
8 

2�--------------------------------------------� 

o 

- 1  

- 2T-------�--------�------��------�--------r_� 47200 47400 47 600 47800 48000 48200 

Figure 9. Residuals of U at Kauai after fitting u=um+c(p-p".}. The abscissa is Julian day-
2400000. 

expression. The residuals have a clear annual signature. This example demonstrates necessity 
of introduction of annual terms to equation (3) as: 

U = um + a sin21tt + b sin21tt + c(p-p,J (4) 

If we adopt equation (4) as an analytic approximation, the annual signature disappears and 
the post-fit residuals are much reduced. Table 2 lists the estimated parameters at VLBI 
stations. The standard deviations of the post-fit residuals given in the column 0' are smaller 
than Imm for most of the stations. Therefore, it is concluded that equation (4) with table 2 
has enough accuracy for geodetic vertical position determination with mm-accuracy. The 
response coefficient c of the vertical displacement to the local pressure change ranges from -
0.OS4mm/mb at KW AJAL26 in mid-Pacific ocean to -0.S42mm/mb at HARTRAO in South 
Africa. 

If we do not adopt the inverted barometer model, in other words, we take into account 
the variation of the surface pressure on the oceans, there is no distinction between continental 
and oceanic stations. This is demonstrated in table 3 which gives the same parameters as table 
2 in the non-inverted barometer case. Comparing the two tables we find that the response 
coefficients c of the oceanic stations increases very much. For example, c at KWAJAL26 is 
more than 20 times larger in the non-inverted barometer case. In contrast c's at the continental 
stations increases only as much as 30%. The standard deviations of the post-fit residuals also 
increase because the range of u variation increases. 

V. Correspondence between computed and observed vertical displacements 

The most straightforward way to see if the atmospheric loading effect is explainable 
observationally determined vertical displacements is the direct comparison. This is also the 
only way we can take, since we have not computed horizontal displacements and it is not 
possible to compare baseline length changes without knowing 3-dimensional displacements. 

Wettzell is the most appropriate station to make the comparison, since it is a 
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Table 2. Parameters of the analytic approximation under the inverted barometer hypothesis. 
A and cI» are longitude and latitude of a station. 

Station p". u". a b c (J A � 
mb mm mm mm mm/mb mm deg deg 

ALGOPARK 989.25 -718.80 0.83 0.1 1  -0.435 1 .01 281 .93 45.96 
DSS45 940.72 -729.08 0.76 -0.00 -0.423 0.56 148.98 -35.40 
EFLSBERG 970.47 -736.87 0.23 -0. 13 -0.413 1.04 6.88 50.52 
FORTORDS 987.70 -709.40 0.74 0.30 -0.201 0.81 238.23 36.59 
GILCREEK 972.67 -710. 15 1 .72 -0.05 -0.432 0.98 21 2.50 64.98 
HARTRAO 862.68 -685.18 0.S3 0.14 -0.540 0.44 27.69 -25.89 
HATCREEK 903.05 -682. 1 1  0.81 0.19 -0.387 0.94 238.53 40.82 
HAYSTACK 1002.97 -727.46 1 . 14 0.06 -0.369 0.86 288.5 1 42.62 
HRAS 085 841.41 -665.64 -0.36 -0.21 -0.532 0.72 256.05 30.64 
KASHIMA 1005.92 -732.05 -0.30 0.10 -0. 167 0.59 140.66 35.95 
KAUAI 889.49 -745.61 0.47 0.05 -0.053 0.45 200.33 22. 13 
KWAIAL26 1006.41 -752.14 0.72 0.09 -0.03 1 0.5 1 167.48 9.40 
MARPOINT 1017.62 -726. 1 1  0.89 0. 13 -0.406 0.85 282.77 38.37 
MEDICINA 1010.55 -730.88 0.68 0.04 -0.43 1 0.79 I t65 44.52 
MOJAVE 12 912.82 -682.27 0.53 0.24 -0.457 0.84 243. 1 1  35.33 
NOBEY 6M 859.37 -716.74 - 1 .26 -0.37 -0.276 0.61 138.47 35.94 
NOTO 1000.22 -738.13 -0.08 0.04 -0.210 0.70 14.99 36.88 
NRA085 3 926.90 -7 13.83 -0.41 -0.28 -0.479 0.91 280. 16 38.43 
NRAO 140 924.70 -713.77 -0.43 -0.29 -0.48 1 0.93 280. :6  38.44 
ONSALA60 1004.94 -739.67 0.48 -0.07 -0.254 0.92 1 1. .93 57.40 
OVRO 130 882.46 -665.29 0.61 0.32 -0.444 0.99 241..72 37.23 
PLATIVIL 848.22 -640.33 0.48 0.13  -0.495 0.94 255.27 40. 18 
PRESIDIO 1010.85 -708.99 0.08 0. 13 -0.092 1 . 17 237.54 37.81 
PT REYES 1010.85 -710.49 0.1 5  0.13  -0. 1 12 1 . 1 1  237.06' 38. 10 
PVERDES 1008.69 -705.30 0.24 0.34 -0.159 0.98 241.60 33.74 
RICHMOND 1017.73 -734.08 0.36 0. 19 -0. 175 0.58 279.62 25.61 
SANPAULA 994.78 -701.80 0.68 0.41 -0.278 0.87 241.00 34.39 
SESHAN25 1013.93 -71 1 .30 -0. 12 0.34 -0.379 0.56 121 .20 3 1 .10 
VNDNBERG 1016.78 -7 1 1 .01 0.41 0.32 -0. 129 0.87 239.38 34.56 
WESTFORD 1006.60 -727.49 1 .20 0.09 -0.366 0.87 288.5 1 42.61 
WETlZELL 938.96 -725.99 -0.67 -0. 17 -0.442 1 .00 12.88 49. 15 

continental station and is one of the stations producing a large number of observations. Figure 
10 shows the variation of the vertical position at Wettzell determined with VLBI(Caprelle et, 
all 1990 ). The smooth curve in the figure is the smoothed variation that is optimal in the 
sense of the minimum ABIC(Akaike 198 1). The residuals from this curve is considered to be 
random in a statistical sense. If there were a significant periodic component, the optimally 
smoothed variation must have had such a component. It is evident that the observed u does 
not have a significant annual component, while the annual component is most significant in 
the atmospheric u. 

In order to see if rapid variations of VLBI u can be interpreted as being due to 
atmospheric u, atmospheric u is plotted against VLBI u in figure 1 1 .  VLBI u's plotted there 
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Table J. Parameters of the analytic approximation under the non-inverted barometer 
hypothesis. A. and cj) are longitude and latitude of a station. 

Station Pm u". a b c C1 A cj) 
mb mm mm mm mm/mb mm deg deg 

ALGOPARK 989.24 -726.87 0.78 -0.37 -0.453 1 .52 28 1 .93 45.96 
DSS45 940.73 -738.68 0.86 -0.68 -0.620 1.68 148.98 -35.40 
EFLSBERG 970.47 -735.55 0.67 -0.46 -0.557 1 .75 6.88 50.52 
FORTORDS 987.70 -734.94 0.50 -0.07 -0.501 1 .39 238.23 36.59 
GILCREEK 972.67 -7 16.13 1 .95 -0.39 -0.536 1 .79 21 2.50 64.98 
HARTRAO 862.68 -689. 1 1  0.55 0.49 -0.644 1 . 10 27.69 -25.89 
HATCREEK 903.05 -700.80 0.51 -0.24 -0.517 1 .48 238.53 40.82 
HAYSTACK 1002.96 -723.98 1 .09 -0.47 -0.458 1 .58 288.51 42.62 
HRAS 085 841 .40 -669.52 -0.99 -0.50 -0.547 1.16 256.05 30.64 
KASHIMA 1005.91 -754.93 -1 .27 -0. 10 -0.485 1 .31  140.66 35.95 
KAUAI 889.49 -747.99 0.19 -0.24 -0.638 1 .07 200.33 22. 13 
KWAJAL26 1006.41 -765.72 0.72 0.44 -0.599 0.85 167.48 9.40 
MARPOINT 1017.61 -724.47 0.63 -0.37 -0.460 1 .47 282.77 38.37 
MEDICINA 1010.56 -741.81 0.79 -0. 19 -0.563 1 .55 1 1 .65 44.52 
MOJAVE12 912.82 -688.31  -0.01 -0. 16 -0.542 1.24 243. 1 1  35.33 
NOBEY 6M 859.37 -715.5 1 -3.31 -1 .23 -0.539 1 .37 138.47 35.94 
NOTO 1000.22 -730.78 -0.70 -0. 16 -0.57 1 1 .32 14.99 36.88 
NRA085 3 926.90 -722.15 -0.84 -0.82 -0.528 1 .36 280. 16 38.43 
NRAO 140 924.69 -721 .97 -0.86 -0.83 -0.53 1 1 .37 280. 16 38.44 
ONSALA60 1004.97 -743.29 0.84 -0.22 -0.517 1 .68 1 1 .93 57.40 
OVRO 130 882.46 -666.63 0.10 -0.09 -0.517 1.32 241 .72 37.23 
PLATIVIL 848.22 -653.36 0.1 1  -0. 17 -0.503 1 .27 255.27 40. 18 
PRESIDIO 1018.38 -7 16.97 0.23 0.07 -0.429 1 .32 237.54 37.81 
PT REYES 1018.07 -724.77 0.48 0. 12 -0.458 1 .36 237.06 38. 10 
PVERDES 1008.69 -706.56 -0.42 0. 10 -0.469 1 .39 241.60 33.74 
RICHMOND 1017.73 -754.39 -0.26 -0.09 -0.604 1 .08 279.62 25.61 
SANPAULA 994.78 -7 1 1 .79 0.37 0. 10 -0.498 1 .22 241 .00 34.39 
SESHAN25 1013.93 -714.97 -0.97 0.27 -0.477 1 .14 121 .20 31 .10 
VNDNBERG 1016.78 -718.01 0.02 0. 14 -0.458 1.29 239.38 34.56 
WESTFORD 1006.59 -724.09 1 . 16 -0.44 -0.454 1 .60 288.5 1 42.61 
WET1ZELL 938.97 -719.61 -0.57 -0.43 -0.523 1 .39 12.88 49.15  

are residuals from the smoothed variation shown in figure 10. The dispersion of VLBI u is 
larger than that of atmospheric u by one order of magnitude. There is no correlation between 
the two u's even if VLBI u's with large absolute values are excluded. The dispersion of VLBI 
u considerably decreased in and after 1988. However, there is no correlation between VLBI 
u and atmospheric u. Moreover, even optimally smoothed VLBI tt has no correlation in this 
period. Therefore, we can conclude that the atmospheric loading is not a major source of the 
variation of the vertical displacements obseJ;'Ved with VLBI. It should be noted that this does 
not mean that the atmospheric u is not necessary to be corrected for. 
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Figure 10. Variations of the vertical positions observed with VLBI at Wettzell from 1984 
to 1989. The variations are expressed as differences from the mean. The optimally 
smoothed variation giving minimum ABIC is also shown. 
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Figure 1 1 .  Correlation of atmospheric u against VLBI u at Wettzell. The crosses and 
squares show u's from 1984 to 1987 and 1988 to 1989, respectively. The units of the both 
axes are mm. 

VI. Conclusion 

The atmospheric loading causes vertical displacements in the rate albout -O.4mm/mb 
or more at continental stations under the inverted barometer hypothesis. The n\te is much 
smaller at oceanic stations. There exists annual variations independent of the local surface 
pressure. We can approximate the vertical displacements by using the expression given by 
equation (4) with the accuracy of Imm. In the non-inverted barometer case the accuracy of 
the analytic approximation is 1 .6mm. 
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The observationally detennined vertical displacements is not explainable as being 
caused by the atmospheric loading, since the dispersion of the observed vertical displacements 
is too large. However, this does not-deny necessity of correcting for the atmospheric loading 
effect. In fact, the loading displacement ranges by about lcm during the actual VLBI 
observations. 
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Current Precision of VLBI Multi-Band Delay Observables 

JIM R. RAy 
I1114r:forontelrlC8 1nc.lGodllarrl Spa" FU,hl Cenler. Greenbelt. Maryltmd 

BRIAN E. CoREY 

The precision of VLBI multi-baad group delay observables collected with the Mark m Iyllem i. a8ICucd 
to detennino whelber Ibe fonnal uncenainly, wbic:b depends only on the obaervalion signal-lO-noiae ratio (SNR) 
and the nne spannoct bandwidth. i. a valid representation of the actual data quality. Two approache. are used: 
analysis of residual phaae. wbicb relUlt from the IfOUP delay fit acro .. frequency, and comparilOn of ,roup 
and philO delaYI. The phaae relidual analysil shows that the statillical properties of actual data deviate from 
Ibe theoretical model. We model the observed phase variance as the sum of two componenta: the theoretical, 
SNR-dependent contribution modified by a scale factor plu. a phase "noise floor.' 'lbe scsle factor i. found 
to be (1 .1)2 for Ibe standII'd X-band frequency sequence uailll 360 MHz spanned bandwidth and (1 .3)1 for the 
R&D doubled bandwidth data; the phase noise floor i. (1 .7°)2 and ('2.2"1, respectively. These phase lIOi .. 
values imply group delay precisiona no better than 12 ps and 8 pi for standard and R&D X-baDd aequence •• 
Analysis of pup and pha .. delay differences has found a higher value for the R&D group delay Doise foor, 
about. I 1-12 pl. Spurious signals, which cornapt the pha .. calibration phasel, are observed at levels up to about 
-25 dB for .. veral stationa. The .. effecII probably contribute moat of the observed scatter in the phi .. 
residuals and the delay differences. The larger value for the JI'Oup delay noi .. floor derived from the telay 
difference analysis probably reflecII the fact that the spurious signals are generally atrolllell in the outer 
frequency channels thereby exertilll a greater influence on group delay estimates. We are unable to e�lar 
the exiatence of SNR-dependent scale errors. h appeara that the theoretical bener", of doubling Ihe X;JM&bd 
spanned bandwidth, In enhancement tested in the NASA R&D program, have been largely realized as measured 
by phase stability (about two-lhirds of the fiall potential) and IOmewhat Ie .. 10 al measured by group delay 
variationa. 'lbe X-band phaae stability of the Pie Town VLBA station is found to be poorer than the Mark m 
stationa, for realOna not yet identified. 

INTRODUCTION 

Under most circumstances, VLBI geodetic 
determinations are probably limited by errors in calibrating 
for external delay contributions, especially those due to 
atmospheric propagation [Clark et al. , 1989; Herring et 
al. , 1991], and not by instrumental errors or by the 
precision of the observables per se. The precision of the 
VLBI observables is nevertheless important. While the 
noise-like effect of the nuisance atmospheric parameters 
normally included in VLBI data analysis depends primarily 
on the observing geometry (which determines the cross­
correlations with the geodetic parameters), the magnitude 
of potential unmodelled errors may be influenced in subtle 
ways by the precision of the observables. More 
importantly, in certain state-of-the-art VLBI experiment 
series the observed geodetic repeatability is only slightly 
greater than that expected from the formal errors [Davis el 
al. , 1991; MacMillan and Ray, 1991], a strong indication 
that unmodelled errors can be controlled: As ongoing 
improvements are made, particularly in modelling 
atmospheric effects, the sensitivity of geodetic results to 
observation precision will likely increase. For these 
reasons, an assessment of the intrinsic precision of VLBI 
multi-band group delay observables is appropriate. Our 
emphasis here is on X-band observables obtained with the 
enhanced Mark iliA data acquisition system developed by 
the NASA Crustal Dynamics Project (CDP) and 
demonstrated in the Extended R&D Experiment (ERnE) 
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during October 1989 [Corey and Clark, 1991]. Results 
using this system with doubled X-band spanned bandwidth 
are compared with comparable data obtained with the 
standard configuration. Thus, this study also serves to 
assess the effectiveness of the hardware modifications made 
to implement the observational enhancements. 

Group Delay Precision 

The Mark III data acquisition system was a key 
development in applying VLBI to high-precision geodesy 
by increasing the system sensitivity and enabling the 
bandwidth synthesis technique to be used simultaneously 
for two wide frequency bands [Clark el al. , 1985]. In 
bandwidth synthesis, a signal is sampled in several 
discrete, relatively narrow channels spanning a broad 
frequency range [Rogers, 1970; Hinteregger et al. , 1972] 
to produce fringe phase estimates at a series of frequencies. 
Group delay is the change in fringe phase with respect to 
frequency and thus the group delay uncertainty varies 
inversely with the spanned bandwidth. Bandwidth 
synthesis thereby permits much more precise group delay 
observables than if the same recorded bandwidth were 
confined to a single channel. Importantly, Mark III allows 
group delay observations (made simultaneously at S-band 
and X-band to remove the dispersive effect of ionospheric 
propagation) precise enough for geophysically significant 
geodetic determinations without relying cn the more precise 
but ambiguous (and therefore difficult to utilize) phase 



delays that had conventionally been used in interferometry. 
The theoretical standard deviation in the estimate of the 

group delay derived from VLBI bandwidth synthesis 
depends inversely only on the interferometer signal-to-noise 
ratio (SNR) and on the effective (rms) spanned bandwidth 
[Clark et al. , 1985]. (This ignores integer ambiguities, 
related to the minimum spacing between frequency 
channels, which are usually readily resolvable, and noise 
peaks falsely interpreted as signal, which are reliably 
avoided by requiring SNR � 7.) The theoretical 
formulation assumes that a common system noise affects all 
frequency channels independently and equally, and that no 
other effects are important. There are, however, a variety 
of other instrumental effects that can introduce phase noise 
preferentially in one or more frequency channels, thereby 
affecting the group delay value [Rogers, 1991]. Spurious 
contributions to the phase calibration tones, used to align 
the phases of the independent frequency channels with 
respect to one another, are a particular concern. In 
addition, the finite capability of the correlator to extract a 
unique signal phase acts much like an additional system 
noise component [Rogers, 1991]. To allow for such 
effects, we can generalize the theoretical expression for the 
phase variance of an individual frequency channel to 

wbere 
O'lb = (3600 • v'N ... ) I (211' . SNR) 

is the theoretical standard deviation of the phase in a single 
channel (in degrees). The signal-to-noise ratio SNR is the 
usual value for the coherent sum across N... frequency 
channels. Two empirical parameters have been introduced: 
a represents a possible scaling error while tTo is the average 
phase noise (in degrees) per channel due to effects 
unaccounted for by SNR. From this, it follows that the 
generalized uncertainty expression for a group delay 
measurement (in time units) is 

where B_ is the rms spanned bandwidth. In 
circumstances where extraneous phase errors are large for 
only a few frequency channels, this formulation may be a 
poor representation of the actual quality of the group 
delays. Likewise, random delay-like variations within the 
Mark III system, which will contribute to the group delay 
scatter but not to the phase scatter across the frequency 
band, are neglected by this formalism. Note that as SNR 
grows large, the theoretical noise contribution vanishes 
leaving the empirical contribution as a -noise floor- for 
group delay data. 

The purpose of this study is to examine VLBI 
performance changes with varying SNR to estimate a value 
for tTo and hence to measure the group delay noise floor, as 
well as to determine whether a proportionality error a 
applies to the theoretical uncertainty. We are particularly 

interested in whether tTo , the limiting phase noise per 
channel, changed when the X-band bandwidth was doubled 
for the enhanced Mark III system. If tTo remains 
unchanged (or decreases) for the wider bandwidth, then the 
full factor two pOtential improvement in group delay 
precision will have been realized. Error sources which 
cause constant or nearly constant bias contributions to the 
group delay are not considered here. 

MImIODOLOGY 

The basic methodology to assess group delay precision 
has been presented and applied by Herring [1983] who 
found that the apparent noise of VLBI observables did not 
have the statistical properties expected based purely on 
SNR due to large instrumental dispersions in the early 
Mark m system. For X-band data, a proportional error of 
1 . 1-1.2 scaled the theoretical group delay standard 
deviation and a threshold noise floor of about 15 ps was 
observed. Two approaches were described by Herring to 
evaluate the quality of group delay observables: analysis of 
the residual phases by frequency channel which result from 
the fitting of the group delay in the data processing; 
comparison of group and phase delays under the 
assumption that errors in the phase delay observables are 
much smaller. To some extent, these approaches are 
complementary. Study of phase residuals is more basic in 
the sense that the phase scatter sets a lower bound on the 
group delay performance. On the other hand, comparison 
of differenced delays is more comprehensive, being 
sensitive to all instrumental effects that are not identical for 
both data types, including random delay variations that do 
not influence the phase residuals. These methods are 
explained below. 

Analysis of Phase Residuals 

Qualitatively, the processing of the raw VLBI data 
streams from each pair of stations can be thought of as 
producing fringe phase estimates for each frequency 

. channel which, after applying calibration offsets, are used 
to fit a group delay, the derivative of phase with respect to 
frequency. In practice, the multi-band group delay is fit in 
a multi-dimensional Fourier search that also estimates 
simultaneously the single-band delay, the delay rate, and 
the visibility phase; refer to Clark et al. [1985]. The 
difference between the phase of each frequency channel 
and the phase computed from the observation-averaged 
group delay, delay rate, and the visibility phase is referred 
to as the residual phase. Ideally, the residual phases 
should be zero mean, Gaussian random quantities with a 
standard deviation which depends only on SNR. It is well 
established that this expectation is not realized for the 
reasons mentioned above and probably for others. 

To characterize the departures from ideal behavior, we 
have computed standard deviations for the residual phases 
for every observation in a set of one-day VLBI observing 
sessions. In doing so, we first remove a weighted mean 
phase offset for each frequency channel calculated 
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separately for each one-day session, using the (unmodified) 
theoretical uncertainty as weights. Thus, our analysis is 
not sensitive to error sources which vary slowly compared. 
to a day. The phase scatter across the frequency band for 
each observation is then computed weighting each phase 
residual by the number of data bits (accumulation periods) 
and the square of the fringe amplitude for that channel. 
The standard deviation computation assumes that the 
number of degrees of freedom is given by the number of 
frequency channels less two (for the removal of the 
observation-averaged visibility phase and the group delay, 
essentially an offset and a slope). In performing this 
analysis, only those observations that are nominally BgoodB 
with SNR values greater than 10 have been used. 

The product of the above procedure was about 2000 
determinations of the observed (a. ) and the theoretical (0'111 ) phase scatters for each ERDE experiment day. Lines 
were fit to the squares of these quantities, or the observed 
and theoretical phase variances, to derive estimates for a, 
the proportionality error, and 0'0 , the limiting phase noise 
per channel, for each day. Owing to the high data 
redundancy, the line-fitting was done in two steps. First, 
the data were binned in intervals of 0'111 (equal numbers of 
points per bin) and within each bin the corresponding 
values for O';z were averaged. The averaged values of O'l 
versus 0'1111 were then fit linearly. The number of bins used 
was 25 when all the data were analyzed and 20 for subsets 
of data. 

Analysis of Group/Phase Differences 

The VLBI group delay (7) and phase (4)) observables can 
be decomposed into the following contributions 

7 = .,- + .,.Im + Fk + -t'- + .,......... + �  

where .,- is the geometric delay, .,.Im is the differential 
propagation delay due to the neutral atmosphere, 7""'"" is 
the delay due to clock and cable differences, -t'- is the 
differential ionospheric delay, .,......... and 4>- are the delay 
and phase offsets due to source structure, .,.;- and 4>u.. are 
instrumental delay and phase offsets, 4>frted is the phase 
contribution due to the feed, w is the angular observing 
frequency, and N is an integer number of cycles 
(ambiguities). The largest delay components are common 
to both observables so the delay difference is 

A = 7 - (4)/w) = 2-t'- + .,......... + .,-, 
- (4)- + 4> .... + 4>w + 2'R'N)/w 

There are two equivalent approaches for minimizing 
further the effects of non-instrumental error sources, both 
of which rely on having two VLBI stations near to one 
another. For a single, very short baseline, the non­
instrumental effects will be minor and the ambiguities 
should be readily resolvable to a common value. The 

behavior of the scatter in A over time is then a df.rect 
measure of the instrumental differences. Moreover, under 
most normal conditions, the instrumental effects will be 
substantially larger for the group delays than for the phase 
delays, by roughly the ratio of the observing frequency 
divided by the rms bandwidth. This method has been 
applied by Herring [1983, 1991] to the 1.2-km baseline 
between Haystack and Westford in Massachusetts. 

Alternatively, the delay differences for l\ pair of 
baselines from two nearby stations to a third aroit� 
station can be differenced a seccnd time. Thus, if i and j 
denote the nearby pair of staticns 8.'ld x denotes n thlrd 
station, then the doubly differenced delay is 

where M is an integer Dumbe1l' of ambiguities £Deli wnere 
the source contributions from the two long baselines ix and 
jx, being nearly equal, difference out. (We assume �t 
the two nearby stations have the same type of antenna 
mount, so that 4>frted is nearly identical for the CWo 
baselines.) For baselines much shorter than the scale of 
the ionosphere (about 100 km), the ionospheric 
contribution can normally be neglected. GeneraUy, two 
classes of error sources will contribute to the instrumental 
offsets: (1) station-based (e.g. , SP:Jrious signals that corrupt 
the measured phase calibration J:hases), and (2) baseline­
dependent (e.g. , cross-polarized feeds at both ends of a 
baseline or mismatched basebar.d filters). For station­
based errors, the differenced delay depends only on ilie 
performance of the two nearby statior.s, but not on that of 
the third. However, the performance of the third station 
is important for baseline-dependent errors. Note that this 
procedure cannot be applied whe:l the instrumental 
variations are a substantial fraction of a cycle of phase as 
this renders the resolution of integer ambiguities unreliable. 

For our study, the second approach, using doubly 
differenced delays, has been emp}oyec1. As applied to �e 
Extended R&D Experiment (ERDE) data set, which 
includes the nearby pair of stations at Westford s.nd 
Haystack as well as three others, this provides sig:tificantly 
more observational data than using the Westford-Haysmck 
baseline alone. Double differen::es were formed for all 
data using Fairbanks and Pie Town as third stations. Being 
considerably less sensitive, the Mojave baselines were not 
used for this analysis. Only those observations with group 
delay errors less than 15 ps (SNR greater than about (·0) 
were selected to minimize difficultEes with ambiguity 
resolution. The resulting data sem for Fairbanks and Pie 
Town contain about 1000 delays each. The standard error 
of each differenced delay is the root-SUM-squared of the 
individual group delay standard errors, which dominate 
over the phase delay errors. The ambiguity resoh:tion was 
performed independently for each ERDE session in a 
procedure which minimized the varimce of the doubly 
differenced delays about their mean value. Having done 
this, an additive variance was found for each set of double 
differences for each ERDE session such that when addoo 
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to the average variance expected from the formal errors, 
the sum equals the average variance of the doubly 
differenced delays. Ideally, we would prefer to estimate a 
scale parameter for the formal errors, as well as the 
additive noise. However, the limited range of formal 
errors did not permit a reliable estimate for a scale error. 
Therefore, the scale error determined from the analysis of 
phase residuals was assumed to apply to the double 
differences. 

DATA SETS 

For this investigation, we have examined data from two 
specially designed VLBI experiment series conducted by 
the CDP. The ATD (for Advanced Iecbnique 
Development) series ran monthly in 1987 and bimonthly in 
1988 using the stations at Westford (MA), Mojave (CA). 
Ft. Davis (TX), and Fairbanks (AK). The primary 
objective was to test the effectiveness of an observing 
strategy with scans as frequent as possible (nominally, 
about 800-900 per day) spread uniformly over elevation 
and azimuth down to the lowest possible elevation angles 
(viz. , 4.50 at Westford). The data acquisition hardware 
was standard, however. We have used the six ATD 
sessions in 1988 as a measure of the performance of the 
Mark III system in its standard geodetic configuration 
[Clark et al. , 1985]. Two of these sessions used modified 
networks: the Goldstone (CA) antenna DSS-l� substituted 
for Ft. Davis in the ]u1y session; the VLBA antenna at Pie 
Town (NM) substituted for Fairbanks in the Sept. session. 
In the latter case. Pie Town used VLBA data acquisition 
hardware with a five-frequency subset of the standard 
geodetic eight-frequency X-band sequence (see Table 1). 

TABLE 1. VLBI X-band Frequency Sequences 
(all units MHz) 

fEequency channels ( USB) I 

spanned bandwidth 
Ems spanned bandwidth 
channel bandwidth 

standaEd 

8210.99 
8220.99 • 
8250.99 
8310.99 
8420.99 • 
8500.99 • 
8550.99 
8570.99 

360. 
140.22 

2. 

R&D 

8212.99 
8252.99 
8352.99 
8512.99 • 
8732.99 
8852.99 • 
8912.99 
8932.99 

720. 
280.43 

4. 
• 

These fEequencies weEe not used at Pie Town. 

The data set of prime interest is from the ERDE (for 
Extended R&D Experiment) campaign which ran for 12 
sessions over a 17-day period in Oct. 1989. The design 
and network for ERDE was an evolutionary extension of 
the A TD series. The Ft. Davis antenna was replaced by 
the faster slewing, more sensitive Pie Town antenna, and 
Haystack (MA), 1 .2 km from Westford, was added for 
redundancy. The basic observing strategy was similar to 

the ATDs except that even lower elevation mgles were 
possible at Haystack and Pie Town (down to about 2.S0). 
The most significant changes concern the data acquisition 
configuration. Hardware modifications [Corey and Clark. 
1991] allowed both the total span and the bandwidth of 
each channel to be doubled at X-band (see Table 1). 
(Similar enhancements were also made at S-band except 
that the span was increased by only 50% .) The increased 
spanned bandwidth should ideally improve the X-band 
group delay precision, for fixed SNR, by a factor of two; 
the increased data sampling rate (or channel bandwidth) 
allowed a fixed SNR to be achieved in an integration time 
shorter by -./2. More than 2000 observations, among 10 
baselines, were scheduled per ERDE session. Also 
important was the design and deployment of a new phase 
calibrator unit with improved stability. In preparation for 
the ERDE campaign. considerable effort was made to 
verify the proper perfortna:llce of each system and to 
attenuate such undesirable elements as spurious signal 
contributions to the phase calibration tones. 

Pie Town differs from the other ERDE stations in using 
VLBA acquisition hardware and control software rather 
than the Mark III system. It was also new, having been 
used for VLBI for the first time in 1988. Because the 
VLBA system uses only eig:"t simultaneous frequency 
channels, rather than the 14 standard for Mark III (eight 
for X-band and six for S-band), special procedures were 
necessarY for compatibility. T.!le Pie Town channels were 
split evenly between X-band and S-band, and time 
mUltiplexing among frequency settings (Rfrequency 
switchingR) was used to extend the coverage to six 
frequencies in each band. This was done holding the two 
outer frequencies of each band fixed for each full 
integration while switching two other channels between 
four inner frequencies every 15 seconds. Two of the X­
band R&D frequencies were not sampled at all at Pie Town 
(see Table 1). 

REsULTS OF PHASE REsmuALS ANALYSIS 
The phase residual analysis procedure described above 

was applied to all 12 days of the Oct. 1989 EROE 
campaign, treating each day separately. To compare the 
performance of the enhanced Mark III capabilities used in 
EROE (primarily, doubled X-band spanned bandwidth and 
doubled data sampling rates) with the standard system, the 
same analysis was also applied to the six Am sessions 
from 1988. The results for determinations of the 
proportionality error a and the limiting phase noise per 
channel ao are listed in Tables 2 and 3,  respectively. 
Because the analysis of the ERDE data showed a [arger 
phase scatter for the Pie Town baselines than for the 
others, the results have beeJn tabulated separately for Pie 
Town and for non-Pie Town baselines. The difference in 
data quality is illustrated in Figure 1 which shows an 
example of the observed versus theoretical phase scatter, 
for the EROE day 17 Oct. 

One of the A TD sessiolls (08 Sept. , see Table 3) 
happened to use the Pie Town station in a test mode. In 
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Fig. 1. Observed standard deviation of the residual phase variation across the X-band span for each observation 
in the ERDE session of 17 Oct. 1989 plotted"against the theoretical phase uncertainty based on SNR, Observations 
involving the VLBA antenna at Pie Town are distinguished ("') from the others (0), The fit (linear in the variances) 
to the Pie Town subset is shown with a dashed-dot line while the fit for the remaining baselines is shown with a 
solid line. 
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this case, the only instance where Pie Town used a subset space. Then 
of the standard X-band frequency sequence, its phase 
stability was better than the Mark III stations, in stark: -t- == 8" ..... '8'" == - " ..... ,'" 
contrast to the situation for the ERDE sessions. 

TABLE 2. Phase Scatter ReSults for R&D X-band 

BIDB aeadona DOn-llie Town Pie Town 
(I9B9) baaelinea baaelinea 

a 11'. a 11', 
IS Oct 1.29 2.63' 1.54 3.14' 
16 Oct 1.24 2.13' 1.54 3.00' 
17 Oct 1.26 2.26' 1.57 3.09' 
1B Oct 1.30 2.04' UB 2.95' 
22 Oct 1.27 2.61' 1.49 3.55' 
23 Oct 1.33 1.62' 1.4B 2.99' 
25 Oct 1.26 2.12' UI 4.OS' 
26 Oct 1.24 2.36' 1.39 3.83' 
27 Oct 1.29 I.B7' 1.59 3.OS' 
2B Oct 1.22 1.92' 1.43 3.30' 
30 Oct UB 2.37' U4 3.24' 
31 Oct 1.26 2.33' 1.63 2.BI' 

averagea 1.27 2.19' 1.54 3.25' 
atd. dev. 0.03 0.30' O.OB 0.3B' 

TABLE 3. Phase Scatter Results for Standard X-band 

A'l'D aeasiona DOn-llie Tow 
(1988) baaelinea 

a 11', 
27 Jan 1.10 2.12' 
17 Mar I.IB 1.59' 
16 May 1 .15 1.40' 
OB Jul 1.07 1.95' 
OB Sep 1.16 1.39' 
29 Nov 1.14 1.47' 

averagea 1.13 1.65' 
atd. dev. 0.04 0.31' 

Effect of Ionospheric Dispersion 

Pie Tow 
baaelinea 

a 11'. 

1.23 0.63' 

1.23 0.63' 

Our primary interest in this study is the assessment of 
instrumental noise levels. A non-instrumental effect that 
could contribute significantly to the phase scatter results 
described above is ionospheric dispersion. Since the phase 
change due to ionospheric propagation varies inversely with 
the frequency, the group delay fit, which is linear in 
frequency, will not entirely absorb the ionospheric effect, 
especially for large bandwidth spans. To evaluate the 
magnitude of the phase scatter that could result from 
ionospheric dispersion, let us consider the passage of a 
radio wavefront through an ionized medium. Neglecting 
second order effects, the change in phase (in radians) is 

where e is the charge of an electron, n. is the column 
number density of free electrons, m. is the electron mass, 
c is the speed of light, and eo is the permittivity of free 
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is the corresponding group delay effect. Given an 
independent determination of the electron number density 
we could compute directly the phase variation with 
frequency due to the ionosphere and remove this effect 
from the VLBI observation phase residuals before 
calculating the phase scatter. UnforluDately, direct line-of­
sight values for n. are not routinely available. On the other 
hand, for geodetic observations, two separate frequency 
bands are recorded simultaneously to determine the 
ionospheric delay. Thus, we have 

and 
1'a == .,... + (fx'f�2 1'x ..... + 0 

for the X- and S-band observables, where .,.,. represents all 
delay contributions that are independent of frequency in 
addition to the geometric delay, fx and fa are the effective 
frequencies of the two bands, and 0 is a constant 
instrumental offset between the bands. Solving for the X­
band propagation delay in terms of the observables gives 

where 

which implies the following relationship between the 
ionospheric phase change at frequency f and the dual-band 
group delay observables 1'x and 1'8 

,,"-{t) == - (2rll �'t) • (1'x - 1'a + 0) 
We see that, while the dual-band group observables 
provide a direct estimate of the ionospheric phase change, 
the result is biased by an unknown instrumental offset O. 
Ordinarily, this offset is absorbed into the differential clock 
parameters which must be included in the geodetic data 
analysis. However, while the absolute magnitude of the 
ionospheric effect remains unknown, the time variance of 
the ionospheric phase depends only on the time variance of 
the dual-band delay difference (1'x - 1'1) if-the instnlmental 
offset is constant. To estimate the ionospheric variance 
contribution to the phase residuals of an individual 
frequency channel, consider a linear fit to the ionospheric 
phase variation ,,"-{t). If f. and f2 represent the two 
frequencies where the line fit and the ionospheric curve are 
equal, then the misfit of the line at the frequency t;, 
halfway between f. and f2 is 

�"kID(t;,) == ,,1oo(fO> - [(,,"-{f.) + ,,�fz})'2] 

== ,,1oo(fo) - ,,�t;J[(fJf. + t;,Ifz}I2] 

== - ,,�fo) [6P/(t;,2- 6P)] 



where Bf = Co - f. = f2 - Co. Using the previous relation 
for �""(f) in terms of the dual-band observables and 
considering only the time variance of the quantities, we 
then have 

for the time variance of the phase residual due to 
ionospheric curvature, at the center frequency r.. of the X­
band span. The variance at other frequency channels 
relative to fo caD be determined by empirical line fitting to 
the form �-cf). Table 4 lists the rms phase variations for 
the R&D and standard X-band frequency sequences relative 
to the band center. 

This approach still does not enable calibration of the 
phase residuals for the effect of ionospheric propagation, 
but it does permit a direct estimate of the time variance of 
the effect using the group delay observables T'x and T's • 

The ionospheric variances so determined can then be 
compared with the time variation of the observed phase 
residuals to determine the significance of the ionospheric 
effect. We have performed such comparisons for all the 
VLBI sessions analyzed and found typical rms phase 
variatioll$ due to the ionosphere of about 2°_3° for the long 
ERDE baselines at 8512.99 MHz (the channel with the 
largest effect). This compares with roughly 5° of total 
phase scatter (about mean values) at the same frequency. 
We conclude that the effect of the ionosphere is not 
insignificant, but, on the other band, neglect of the effect 
does not seriously degrade the R&D results given in Table 
2. For the ATD series (Table 3), using the narrower 
standard X-band frequency sequence, ionospheric phase 
scatters are even smaller, less than about 1 ° in all 
channels. 

TABLE 4. Relative Ionospheric RMS Phase Variations 

fEequency 
channel 

1 
2 
, 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Ems Eea idual W. E. t. band centeE • 
atandaEd R&D 

0.54 
0.42 
0.06 
0.65 
0.89 
0.'6 
0.'0 
0.65 

0.70 
0.33 
0.37 
0.93 
0.68 
0.03 
0.40 
0.57 

• f . ..  8390.99 MHz. a f  .. 14' MHz fOE atandaEd X-band, 
f . ..  8572.99 MHz. a f = 285 MHz fOE R&D X-band. 

Summary of Phase Residual Results 

Using the average values listed in Tables 2 and 3, and 
neglecting possible minor ionospheric contamination, our 
results from the phase residual analysis can be summarized 
by 

for R&D Mark III X-band (8 channels): 

for standard Mark m X-band (8 channels): 

For Pie Town baselines, for which VLBA acquisition 
hardware was used at one station &:1d where only six of the 
eight R&D frequency channels were observed, the phase 
residual analysis gives 

REsULTS OF DIFFERENCED DELAY ANALYSIS 

Doubly differenced delays were camputed for each 
ERDE session using pairs of observations from Westford 
and Haystack to either Pie Town or Fairbanks. The details 
of the analysis procedure are c.iscussed in an earlier 
section. Figure 2 illustrates the results for the ERDE day 
2S Oct. for the Westford and Haystack baseline pairs to 
Pie Town. It is apparent that the ovel."all scatter about a 
mean is greater than the formal errors would indicate Imd 
that there are distinct systematic trends in the double 
differences. The amounts of added "noise" needed to fit 
the observed scatter in the doable differences are tabulated 
in Table 5 for each ERDE session, separately using Pie 
Town or Fairbanks as the distant third station. :n 
determining these values, it bas been assumed that the 
theoretical uncertainties should be rescaled by a factor of 
1 .27, as found from the phase residual analysis. 
Estimation of an independent scale p.1rameter from the 
double differences, in addition to the additive noise floor, 
was not feasible due to the limited range of theoretical 
uncertainties that was obtained. T.le additive noise values 
given in Table 5 are expressed as degr� of phase at the 
reference frequency 8212.99 MHz. To convert to units of 
time delay, the values should be dlvided by 2.96° per ps. 

The results are consistent in implying an additive noise 
component of about 1 1-12 ps, with a scatter in the 
determination of about 4 ps. We interpret this as &D 
observational "floor" for the grou;:, delay uncertainty. A 
corresponding analysis has not been done for the ATD da� 
set, which used the standard X-ba."ld frequency sequence, 
because those experiments did not include a short baseline. 

Inspection of the double differe."lces versus time shows 
that a significant portion of the observed scatter has a 
systematic character. Likely candidates for such behavior 
are instrumental error sources that corrupt the phase 
calibration phases, such as spurious signals, receiver 
intermodulation, and receiver imag� [Rogers, 19911. The 
differential ionospheric delay batween Haystack and 
Westford could conceivably introd:Jce slow variations into 
the double differences. However, analysis of the S- and 
X-band phase delays on the Haystack-Westford !baseline 
during ERDE has shown that the rms ionospheric delay on 
this baseline is less than 1 ps, wit11 peclc fluctuations less 
than 3 ps [Herring, 19911, which is negligible. Cross 
polarization, which is the largest instrucental error source 
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Fig. 2. Doubly differenced delays (expressed in terms of degrees of phase at the reference frequency 8212.99 
MHz) for the ERDE baselines W�tford-Pie Town and Haystack-Pie Town on 2S Oct. 1989. The error bars are 
the one-sigma theoretical uncertainties based on SNR. 
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given by Rogers, would be expected to produce delay 
variations on the time scale of minutes, as the antennas 
move from one radio source to the next. Such variations 
should repeat from day to day, however, since the same 
observing schedule was followed during each ERDE 

. 
session. 

TABLE 5. Added Noise from Double Differences • 

BRIlB aesaions Westford, Haystack baselines to. 
(19821 Pie Town [airbanks 

IS Oct 57.9· 41.0· 
16 Oct 23.4 
17 Oct 27.3 33.2 
18 Oct 9.5 33.2 
22 Oct 24.4 30.8 
23 Oct 30.0 27.5 
25 Oct 32.2 35.4 
26 Oct 22.4 34.6 
27 Oct 34.1 34.9 
28 Oct 33.3 35.9 
30 Oct 35.9 32.4 
31 Oct 35.7 49.6 

averages 31.2· 34.3· 
10.5 pa 11.6 PII 

IItd. dev. 11.7· 6.5· 
4.0 PII 2.2 PII 

• �irical UDcertainty per balleline obllervation which. 
when added in quadrature to 1.27 times the rms IItandard 
error, givea the rllll scatter of the double differencell 
e lIee text). Unitll are degreell of phalle at the 
frequency 8212.99 MHz , 2.96· equals I plI. The additive 
variance determined for the 16 Oct. BRIIB lIellaion ulling 
Pie TOwn wall negative. 

In order to investigate the nature of the observed added 
noise, we used the double differences to construct triply 
differenced delays of two sorts: (1) 3-station triple 
differences, each of which is the difference between two 
double differences from successive days, for the same 
triplet of stations and the same source at the same hour 
angle; and (2) 4-station triple differences, each of which is 
the difference between the Pie Town/HaystacklWestford 
and Fairbanks/HaystacklWestford double differences for 
the same scan on the same day. Delay errors that repeat 
from day to day will be cancelled in the 3-station 
differences, and station-based instrumental delays 
(originating at Haystack and Westford) will be cancelled in 
the 4-station differences. Table 6 lists the noise floors 
computed from the triple differences for the complete set 
of ERDE data. 

It must be noted that the observational uncertainty is 
compounded by such successive differencing, which may 
limit the usefulness of this technique. Typical standard 
errors for the double and triple differences lie in the range 
10°-60° and 20°-80°, respectively. Proper resolution of 
the phase delay ambiguities is problematical at the upper 
ends of these ranges. In order to test the sensitivity of our 
results to the range of standard errors, we repeated the 
noise floor analyses with an upper bound of 40° on the 
standard error for each differenced delay. The new data 
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sets contained between one-third and two-thirds as many 
delays as the original. The results with the truncated data 
sets are given in Table 6. Fer all five differenced delay 
types, the new noise floor is higher, as expected if some of 
the differenced delays in the complete data sets bad their 
phase delay ambiguities improperly I.'eBOlved. The noise 
floor is also increased in all cases if the scale factor for the 
standard errors is set to unity instead of 1 .27; the increase 
is only 15-20% for the full sets of double differences, but 
the 4-station triple difference noise floor rises threefold to 
20.6° (7.0 ps). 

TABLE 6. Added Noise from Differenced Delays (J 
Only diU. delaYII 

difference tYpe all ERDE da t'.l wi th (I < 40· 
PT double diffa. 
Pb double diffll. 
PT 3-ata. triple diffa. 
Pb '-ata. tEiple diffll. 
4-ata. triple dUb. 

30.6' 10.3 ps 
35.2 11.9 
21.0 7.1 
23.2 7.8 

6.9 2.3 

33.9· II .S PII 
36.5 12.3 
29.6 10.0 
27.1 9.2 
1'.8 4.7 

• Empirical uncer tainty per baseline observation which 
BlUllt be added in quadrature to 1.27 timell the rllll 
standard error to accoUDt for the Obaerved IIcatter in 
tbe differenced delaya of various types. Units are 
degreell of phaae at the frequoncy 8212.99 MHz , 2.96' 
equals I ps. PT = Pie Townl Pb = Fairbankll. See text 
for a dellcription of differenced delay typell. 

DISCUSSION 

Comparison of Results 

Our analysis of X-band pbase residuals from the group 
delay fits for doubled bandwidth data implies a delay 
Rnoise floorR of about 8 ps. This is a substantial reduction 
from the corresponding value of 12 ps for the standard X­
band frequency sequence although slightly greater than �e 
6 ps expected theoretically if the performance of all syst�m 
elements remained unchanged using the wider spanned 
bandwidth. In fact, the phase stability is somewhat poorer 
over the broader span, increasing from 1.7° (360 MHz span) to 2.2 ° (720 MHz span) for the limiting noise figure, 
accompanied by an increase from 1 . 13 to 1 .27 for the 
factor which scales the SNR-dependent theoretical 
uncertainty. Fortunately, the poorer phase stability only 
partially offsets the improvement obtained by doubling die 
frequency span so that the observed gain is about two­
thirds of the potential benefit. Results from the analysis of 
group and phase delay differences imply group delay 
uncertainties no better than about 1 1-12 ps for the ERDE 
data set, somewhat larger than the 8 ps floor set by the 
phase residuals. It is likely that the discrepancy is largely 
explained by the presence of delay variations within the 
Mark III data acquisition system that affect the group 
delays without introducing scatter in the phase residuals. 
All the error sources listed by Rogers [1991] are potential 
�tributors of such delay variations. 

Herring [1991] has performed an analysis of the 
Westford-Haystack data from the ERDE campaign, as wall 



as from earlier VLBI sessions, which is similar to our 
differenced delay analysis. He has explicitly resolved the 
phase cycle ambiguities to determine the geodetic 
parameters for the 1.2-km baseline. Differences between 
the group and phase delays have been fit as a function of 
SNR to give 

(lp2 = (1.27)2 (l1h2 + (17 pS)2 for R&D X-band 

(1/' = (1. 13)2 (11hZ + (22 ps)Z for standard X-band 

Interestingly, the proportionality factors to scale the 
theoretical uncertainty which are determined by Herring 
agree precisely with the corresponding values found here 
from the phase residual analysis. We interpret this to 
mean that the underlying cause of this defect in the group 
delay theoretical uncertainty is related to excess phase 
scatter and not to sources of delay variation. On the other 
hand, Herring 's floor on the ERDE group delay 
uncertainty, 17 ps, which is probably dominated by delay­
only variations, is larger than our determination from 
doubly differenced delays, 1 1 -12 ps. The difference may 
not be significant, however, given the observed scatter of 
about 4 ps in our result. If we use an intermediate value 
of 15 ps as the X-band group delay noise floor for the 
R&D frequency sequence and compare this with the 8 ps 
value implied by the phase residual scatter, we then infer 
the existence of about 13 ps of delay-like "noise" (averaged 
over one-day periods) in excess of that expected from the 
phase residual scatter. 

Two facets of the differenced delay results point to 
station-based errors (e.g. , spurious signals), and not 
baseline-dependent errors (e.g. , polarization impurities), as 
being the dominant source of excess scatter. First, the 
noise floors estimated from the Pie Town and Fairbanks 
double differences are consistent with each other (see Table 
5). Because the polarization purity of the VLBA Pie Town 
antenna feed is superior to that of the feeds used at 
Fairbanks, Westford, and probably Haystack, and because 
the differential feed rotation angle between Pie Town and 
HaystacklWestford varies over only a small range (about 
90°) during each ERDE session, a large cross-polarization 
contribution to the Fairbanks double differences would be 
expected to make them much larger than the Pie Town 
double differences, which is contrary to what is observed. 
Second, of all of the additive noise estimates, the lowest is 
found for the 4-station triple differences (see Table 6), 
which are sensitiv!, to baseline-dependent errors. The fact 
that the additive noise values for the 3-station triple 
differences are somewhat lower than the double difference 
values could point to significant cross-polarization effects 
(which repeat daily), but it may just as well indicate that 
some portion of the station-based errors also repeats. 

Sources of Excess Phase ScalIer 

Analysis of the phase residuals for the standard X-band 
frequency sequence indicates a limiting phase stability of 
about 1 .  7 ° per channel. (This result applies to a baseline 

1 32 

observation involving a pair of StatiolllS so the 
corresponding phase uncertamty at a single station would 
be about 1 .2° per channel, on average.) In doubling the 
X-band span, the limiting phase scatter increases to about 
2.2° which indicates that the sources of phase variation 
worsen over the broader span. This is not surprising given 
that the performance of cerlain elements of the data 
acquisition system is known CO be poorer over the new 
frequency range above 8.6 GHz [Corey and Clilrk, 1991]. 
In particular, fringe amplitude;; in this range are generally 
lower and spurious contributions at the phase calibration 
frequencies tend to be higher, although thel't� is 
considerable variation among the stations. 

We believe the dominant i!lstrumental error source is 
spurious signals. Rogers [1991] estimates this source to be 
of moderate importance colIlFared to other contributors, 
assuming that the spurious signals are no more than -40 dB 
relative to the phase calibration tones. Our own inspection 
of the phase calibration phase ar.d amplitude behavior 
extracted from the ERDE data indicates spurious signal 
levels much higher than -40 dB. At 8 minimum, we 
estimate the spurious signals to be as large as -23.S dB in 
the three highest frequency clannels at Haystack, -30 to 
-26 dB in the lowest frequency at Fairbanks, and -35 CO -30 
dB in the highest frequency at Mojave. The levels at Pie 
Town cannot be reliably estimated due to the very limited 
range of variation of the system phase at that station. Only 
Westford shows no evidence for spurious signals. The 
spurious signal level at Haystack could cause variations up 
to ± 4 ° in the measured phases of the affected channels. 
Some portion of the variation wil� be absorbed into the 
group delay estimates, especiaUy when the outer freq:Jency 
channels are most seriously affected, with group delay 
errors up to ± 15 ps. The problem of spurious signals is 
"tractable and appropriate me&Sures can be taken. to identify 
and attenuate the offending signal sources. 

The proportionality error in the theoretical phase 
uncertainty, denoted as ex above, is well determined from 
the phase residual analysis: 1 . 13 for the standard X-band 
frequency sequence and 1 .27 for the R&D seq"-Cnce. 
Confidence in these values is bolstered by Herring 's 
finding of the same results from his comparison of group 
and phase delays for the WestfDrd-Haystack baseline. We 
are unable to identify a :?robable source for this 
proportionality error. The pcssibility of an error in the 
calculation of SNR of the necessary size seems very 
unlikely, and the different results �or standard and R&D 
frequency sequences would n:Jt be explained by such a 
defect. A scale error in the value of the effective 
bandwidth span, such as could be imagined due to uneven 
amplitude distributions across the observing band, might 
account for the proportionality error for the group delay 
scatter but cannot explain ue phase residual results for 
which the fringe amplitudes were used as data weights. 

Sources of Excess Delay ScalIer 

Comparison of our differer..ced delay results with the 
phase residual analysis implies an excess delay-like 



variation of roughly 13 ps (see previous discussion). Our 
triple difference results and a check for spurious signals 
indicate that the sources are predominantly station-based 
and not baseline-dependent. Spurious contributions to the 
phase calibration signals are clearly important. It appears 
that they contribute more group delay scatter than expected 
from the pbase residual scatter because the outer frequency 
channels are preferentially affected. Thus, more of the 
induced phase variation is absorbed into the group delay 
estimates than would occur if the spurious signals affected 
all cbannels equally or preferentially the interior channels. 

Special Considerations for Pie Town VLBA Station 

The phase stability of the Pie Town data in ERDE is 
significantly poorer than for the other stations. .AuaJysis of 
the Pie Town baselines found a limiting phase noise value 
of 3.30  per channel compared with 2.20 for the Mark 111-
only baselines. Converting from baseline results to 
equivalent station-dependent noise figures, Pie Town 
contributes about 2.90 of pbase noise per channel while the 
other stations cause only about 1 .60•  Several features 
distinguish Pie Town from the remaining network. The 
VLBA data acquisition system, whicb is installed at Pie 
Town, has not been as thoroughly tested and exercised as 
the Mark III system which has been in widespread use for 
more tban a decade. The possibility exists for subtle 
instrumental instabilities that bave otherwise gone 
undetected. 

In addition, the frequency switching technique, used at 
Pie Town to enable fewer instrumental channels to sample 
a broader bandwidth range. may introduce excess phase 
scatter at the interior frequencies, which are observed to 
have greater instability. This explanation is consistent with 
the much better performance observed at Pie Town during 
the single ATD session where a subset of the standard X­
band sequence was used without frequency switching. On 
the other hand. however, in an examination of 
simultaneous ERDE S-band data from Pie Town. where 
frequency switching was also used. the residual phase 
scatter was somewhat less than for the Mark III stations. 
This observation would seem to eliminate frequency 
switching per se as the primary cause of the poorer 
stability. 

Based in part on our results for the Mark III stations. we 
speculate that spurious signals may be responsible for the 
Pie Town pbase residual results. The phase calibration 
phase and amplitude values extracted from the ERDE data. 
however, cannot be used to test this bypothesis because the 
range of instrumental phase variation is too small to clearly 
distinguish the effects of spurious signals. 

Effectiveness of Wider X-band Spall 

Based on the phase residual analysis, implementation of 
expanded bandwidth coverage at X-band has been laraely 
effective in accomplishing tbe desired reduction in 
measurement uncertainty. The inferred group delay noise 
Door due to phase scatter drops from about 12 ps for the 

standard frequency sequence to about 8 ps with the doubled 
span. The observed group delay scatters have a bigher 
floor, about 1 1-12 ps based on au analysis of group-pbase 
delay differences for doubled X -band bandwidth; Herring 
[1991] finds a somewhat higher floor of 17 ps for the R&D 
frequency sequence. In any event, this floor, like that 
inferred from the phase scatter. is also improved over the 
standard frequency sequence, according to Herring. who 
reports a limiting group delay scatter of about 22 ps for 
this case. We conclude, thetefore, that the wider 
bandwidth span demonstrated in the ERDE campaign has 
been substantially effective. However t spurious signals at 
the phase calibration frequencies are widespread and often 
much stronger than the -40 dB specification. These are 
probably the primary component of the observed phase and 
group delay "noisel floors. 

AcknDwlU.gemtmU. Tom Herring kindJy providod hi. phase COI!fIIIC:ion 
resulla for Iho WC8lford-Haylltackbaaefule in advance of their publication 
and hla otlered nuDlCrous hclptul mggelliona, fur whicb we Ire indebted. 
This wort benefitted gready from our many dilCuuions with Tom C�ark 
and AIaD Raged, who pointed out the possible aipificance of ionospheric 
contributions to the pbase residuals of the widened X-band. Bob PotaIb, 
Dan MacMillan, and Dave Shatler provided belpM critique.. Tho Pic 
Town data were made poasible by tho VLBA and tho Nationll! Radio 
Aatmnomy ObserYatory, whieh is operated by Aasoclated Univeraitiel. 
Inc. under cooperative .,reement with tho National Science Foundation. 
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Sensitivity of Geodetic Parameter Estimates to the Assumed Distribution of the 
'Wet" Troposphere 

C.B. Kuehn and D.S. MacMillan 

The analysis discussed in this paper grew out of a sensitivity analysis performed in January 1991. 
In that sensitivity analysis we compared the effects of systematic errors in wet and dry mapping 
functions in VLBI atmosphere models on baseline length measurements. 

In VLBI analyses the total atmosphere propagation delay, L(e), at elevation, e, at each station 
is represented as the sum of two terms: 

[1] L(e) = Zcby·mcby(e) + Zv..et·ID....et(e) 

In this equation, Z is the zenith delay, m is the mapping function, and the subscripts indicate the 
"dry" (hydrostatic) and "wet" components of the delay. Typically, the dry zenith delay is calculated 
from the ground pressure [Saastamoinen, 1972] and the wet zenith delay is parameterized (either 
stochastically or with a simple deterministic function) and estimated using the VLBI group delay 
data. A typical hydrostatic mapping function used in VLBI analysis is CfA2.2 [Davis et al., 1985]. 
Two common functions that have been used for the wet mapping function are the Chao wet and 
Chao dry mapping functions [Chao, 1974]. In figure 1, we have plotted these two mapping functions 
(in units of airmass) as a function of elevation. Although different models of the elevation 
dependence of propagation corrections for the wet and dry atmosphere constituents have been 
available for many years, it has often been assumed that the form of the wet mapping function, 
In...t(e), did not matter to VLBI analyses because: (1) the zenith dry delay is an order of magnitude 
larger than the zenith wet delay, and (2) the zenith wet delay is dynamically estimated in the VLBI 
analysis procedure. 

The sensitivity analysis demonstrated that for R&D 90 VLBI schedules, a 2 em dry zenith path 
delay error (i.e. either a barometer pressure offset of about 10 mbar or an approximately 7S m 
error in the vertical position offset between the VLBI reference point and the barometer) would 
induce a systematic error of 3 mm in the length of 4000 km baselines assuming the atmosphere 
model of equation 1. If the wet mapping function, m,.,.(e), were replaced with mcby(e) in equation 
1, this systematic error would not occur. In that case, however, a 1-2 cm systematic error would be 
induced on 4000 km baselines assuming a nominal 10 em zenith wet delay. 

From the sensitivity analysis, it is clear that systematic errors in baseline lengths at the 1-2 cm 
level (5-10 mm for IRIS 88 schedules) could arise from using an incorrect form of the wet mapping 
function. In figure 1, we compare two forms of the wet mapping function. Also plotted, fOIr 
comparison, is the "mapping function" arising from a homogeneous spherical shell of height h about 
the earth (radius R): 

[2] tn.,J-(e) = - (R/h)·sine + [(R/h)2·sin2e + 2'(R/h) + 1]'12 

The Chao dry mapping function is close to equation 2, with h = 12 km; the Chao wet mapping 
function is close to equation 2, with h = 3 km. 

We analyzed the complete set of VLBI experiments (1374 sessions between 8/79 and 12/90) 
using the Chao dry mapping function and the Chao wet mapping function for m,.,.(e) in equation 
1. CfA2.2 was used for mcby(e) in equation 1; only observations above 5° elevation were included 
in the analysis. Baseline lengths measured with the Chao wet mapping function are longer than 
those determined using the Chao dry mapping function (see figure 2). The sense of the scale error 
of 1.7 ppb is to yield better agreement between SLR and VLBI results when the Chao wet mapping 
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function is used. 
In figure 3, we have plotted the difference in the repeatability of baseline length measurements 

from the two analyses (Chao wet and Chao dry for the wet mapping function, m_(E), in equation 
1) as a function of baseline length. We derme repeatability as the weighted rms scatter of the 
residuals of baseline length measurements fit to an offset and a rate. We have plotted results for 
those baselines measured at least 20 times during the period 8/79 through 12/90. We see that the 
repeatability is clearly better (smaller rms scatter) when the Chao wet form of the wet mappkg 
function is used. 

We now examine in more detail the results from the two solutions for a single, well-measured 
IRIS baseline, Westford-Wettzell. In figure 4, we have plotted the difference in the Westford­
Wettzell baseline length measurements for the two solutions as a function of time. We see a strong 
seasonal signal in this figure. Clearly the two solutions are much more alike during the winter. In 
the summer the Westford-Wettzell baseline length obtained using the Chao wet mapping function 
is longer than that determined using the Chao dry mapping function. The difference between the 
two solutions is more pronounced after 1988, when lower elevation observatio:'ls were added to the 
IRIS schedule. In figure 5, we again plot the baseline length difference, but in this case we have 
restricted the analysis, for the entire set of 1374 VLBI sessions, to observations above 10° elevation. 
In this case there is no enhancement of the seasonal trend after 1988. 

Returning to figure 4, we note that the baseline length evolution of the two solutions is 14.7 ± 
0.3 mm/yr (Chao dry) and 16.3 ± 0.3 mm/yr (Chao wet). The evolution of the difference between 
the two solutions, 1.6 mm/yr, is shown as the dashed line in figure 4 and arjses from the inclusion 
of low elevation observations in IRIS schedules after 1988. 

The repeatability of the Westford-Wettzell baseline length in the two solutions is 12.2 mm (Chao 
dry) and 11.7 mm (Chao wet). The Chao dry solution has 3.5 mm more scatter (in the rss sense) 
than the Chao wet solution. The solid line in figure 4 is the weighted mean of the differenced 
baseline length measurements within a 60-day window (nominally 13 measurements). The wrms 
scatter of the differenced, smoothed (60-day mean) baseline length measurements about the dashed 
line is 3.4 mm. This leads us to conclude that the repeatability difference between the Chao dry 
and Chao wet solutions is due to a seasonal systematic in the baseline length measurements 
determined in the former (Chao dry) solution. 

Systematic errors in atmosphere models can also be investigated through solutions that discard 
data below some minimum elevation angle. This approach capitalizes on the idea that elevation 
dependent systematic errors in atmosphere models will have a stronger effect on solutions that 
include data at lower elevations. In figure 6, we have plotted the difference in repeatability as a 
function of baseline length for two solutions: one with" a 5° low elevation limit (the Chao wet 
solution of figures 2 through 5) and one with a 10° low elevation limit. Both solutions used the 
Chao wet form of the wet mapping function, m_(E), in equation 1. In general, the repeatabiltiy is 
better (smaller scatter) when the low elevation observations are included in the analysis. This leads 
us to conclude that the atmosphere model used in these solutions, CfA2.2 (dry) and Chao wet (wet), 
is no worse at 5° elevation than at 10° elevation. 

In figure 7, we compare the results of elevation cut-off tests on the Westford-Wettze11 baseline 
for solutions using Chao wet and Chao dry for the wet mapping function, m_(E). The solid line 
is the difference in the Westford-Wettzell baseline lengths from the 5°  and! 10° elevation limited 
solutions of figure 6, both of which were analyzed with the Chao wet form of the wet mapping 
function. The baseline length differences are plotted as a function of time. The dashed line is again 
the baseline length difference between 5° and 10° elevation limited solutions, but for solutions 
analyzed with the Chao dry form of the wet mapping function. It is clear from figure 7 that the 
elevation cut-off tests reveal seasonal trends in the Westford-Wettzell baseline length measurements. 
It is also clear that these seasonal effects are reduced by using the Chao wet instead of the Chao 
dry form of the wet mapping function in the VLBI analysis. The solid line (Chao wet solutions) of 
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figure 7 is replotted with a smaller vertical scale in figure 8. In genera� the 5° elevation limit 
solution baseline lengths are shorter than the 10° elevation limit solution baseline lengths in the 
summer and longer in the winter. 

In figure 9, once more we have plotted the solid line of figure 7 (Chao wet solutions), together 
with the baseline length difference from another elevation cut-off test. In the new solutions (dashed 
line) we have used the same Chao wet form of the wet mapping function, but have modified the 
CfA2.2 dry mapping function, mdly(E). In the default CfA2.2 dry mapping function, the tropopause 
height and lapse rate are 10 km and -5.6 K/km; the modified values are 12 km and -7 K/km. 
Typical values for Westford in the summer are 12 km and -6 K/km, and in the winter 10 km and -

5 K/km. Figure 9 suggests that the seasonal variation in the elevation cut-off tests may be further 
reduced by using parameters in the CfA2.2 dry mapping function that are "tuned" for the 
appropriate season, together with the Chao wet form of the wet mapping function. 

In conclusion, we have found that (1) better baseline length repeatabilities are obtained with 
lower (Chao wet, h=3  km, eqn 2) rather than higher wet mapping function scale heights (Chao dry. 
h= 12 km, eqn 2). For 4000 km baselines, wrms scatter in geodetic parameters is reduced by 2.5 
mm (length) and 5.2 mm (inferred vertical). We have also found that (2) changing the scale height 
of the wet mapping function induces seasonal variations in baseline lengths that are strongly 
elevation dependent. Such elevation dependent effects · will affect VLBI baseline rate 
determinations because low elevation coverage in VLBI schedules has changed over the years. 
Lowering the wet scale height (moving from Chao dry to Chao wet for the wet mapping function) 
brings VLBI Atlantic baseline rates into closer agreement with the NUVEL model. Finally, (3) 
baseline lengths are sensitive to the choice of wet mapping function. Lowering the wet scale height 
increases the scale of the VLBI reference frame, reducing the VLBI/SLR discrepancy by about 2 
ppb. 
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Vertical Change and Atmosphere Correction in VLBI 
A.E.Niell 

Haystack Observatory, MIT 
Westford, MA 01886 

For a series of eighteen geodetic VLBI experiments spanning 1987 and 1988 correction for the 
dry atmosphere propagation delay was made two ways: 1) an analytic mapping function £.Dd 2) 
ray tracing of radiosonde data. The use of ray tracing to calculate 'priori' dry delays reduced the 
annual variation of length on baseline to Alaska by reducing vertical change, compared to 
using the CfA2.2 dry mapping function. Simple simulations are used to calculate s�nsitivjties 
to errors in mapping function: approximately half of the error of the estimated atmospheric 
path delay at the lowest elevation goes into the vertical. The presence of horizontal gradients in 
the atmosphere can produce errors in either the horizontal or vertical or both, depending on 
the symmetry in azimuth of the observations. These considerations influenced the design of the 
geodetic R&D network and schedule for 1991.  

1.  INTRODUCTION 

The theoretical precision of the estimate of the local vertical coordinate of a geodetic VLBI 
station improves as the minimum observed elevation angle at that station decreases. 
Unfortunately, errors in the atmosphere model increase so the repeatability may be degraded 
(Davis et al. 1985 , Herring 1986). 

In order to take advantage of the better precision to be obtained from lower elevation 
observations, Lanyi (1984) and Davis et aI. (1985) developed improved mapp�.ng :unctions for 
the dry component of the atmosphere. Lanyi's approach offers a potentially supetior performance 
since it allows for an isothermal layer characterizing the temperature profile. If no isothermal! 
layer is specified, the results agree well with the mapping function of Davis ef al. (1985), 
designated CfA2.2 .  Both require assumptions or additional information about t�le lapse rate ane! 
tropopause height, but otherwise depend only on surface meteorology. For certain climates, 
assumed average values of the additional parameter of Lanyi may, without additioml. knowledge, 
provide better average performance than CfA2 .2 .  Because the majority of the data of the NASA 
Crustal Dynamics Project has been analyzed with CfA2 .2 ,  it will be studied ir. this paper. The 
conclusions should apply to Lanyi, used in a default mode, also. 

From elevation cut-off tests performed on the series of Low-EI observations analyzed with 
CfA2 . 2  Davis et aI. (1991) estimated that remaining vertical errors due to unmoc.eled atmosphere 
(mapping function errors) were less than 19 mm rms. Furthermore, the combination of this 
mapping function with a stochastic estimation of the atmosphere wet zenith delay was shown to 
give good agreement with short-term variations in water vapor delay as measured by a Water 
Vapor Radiometer, at a level of less than 10 mm (Herring et al. 1990 (HDS), Elgered et al. 
1991). 
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Since. the time those tests were performed, the precision of the VLBI measurements has 
improved considerably and observing techniques have matured. As a consequence the accuracy 
and usage of an analytic mapping function needs to be re-examined. Davis et al. (1985) indicated 
areas in which CfA2.2, which is used for correction of the dry (or hydrostatic) component, could 
be improved, and both the dry and wet mapping functions as currently implemented suffer 
shortcomings. 1)  In practice, although dictated primarily by software limitations, the lapse rate 
and troposphere height of the dry mapping function are assumed to be site-independent, or, if 
site-dependent, to be constant in time. 2) The wet mapping function normally used, Chao "wet" 
(1972), is independent of any external infOJ;mation, such as local, seasonal, or site-specific 
meteorological conditions. The primary effects of these problems are 1) to introduce a station 
dependent bias in the estimation of the local vertical station position and 2) to produce a seasonal 
variation in station height. The latter arises primarily from departures of the surface temperature 
from that expected by extrapolating downward from altitudes greater than a few kilometers. 
These effects can be demonstrated by comparing the results obtained using an analytic mapping 
function to results obtained with atmosphere corrections made using radiosonde data. In this 
paper I will I) describe a simulation that indicates the sensitivities of station position estimation 
to errors in mapping functions in the absence of horizontal gradients, 2) present the difference 
between radiosonde ray trace correction and CfA2.2 mapping function for the dry atmosphere 
using data from the eighteen Analysis and Technique Development (ATD) experiments of the 
NASA Crustal Dynamics Project which were carried out in 1987-1988, and 3) describe a 
simulation that demonstrates the effect of a horizontal gradient of refractivity on station position 
estimation if the gradient is not taken into account. 

2. SENSITIVITY TO DRY MAPPING FUNCTION ERROR 

What is the sensitivity of the estimate of the local vertical at a VLBI station to an error in the 
mapping function? Does the sensitivity depend on the minimum observed elevation angle at a 
station? 

To investigate these questions I constructed a simple one-station group delay model for which 
I estimated the three local components of position, a three parameter clock model (offset, rate, 
and acceleration), and the zenith atmospheric path delay. I approximated the properties of an 
observing schedule of a current R&D program by assuming that sixteen scans could be made in 
one hour, and that these observations are well distributed in azimuth and elevation. Four 
observations were made at each azimuth of 45°, 135°, 225°, and 315° at elevations of 80°, 40°, 
12°, and either 10°, 8°, or 5°. Nominal surface meteorology parameters were assumed, and 
CfA2.2 was used to calculate the partial derivatives for the estimation of the zenith path delay. 
No wet component was introduced. To simulate a difference between the true atmosphere and 
an imperfect model, "observed" residual delays were calculated by introducing an error of -10°C 
in the surface temperature used by the mapping function. All observations were given an 
uncertainty of 1 mm. If no errors were introduced by the imperfect model, the estimated 
correction to the input parameters (position, clocks, and atmosphere) would be zero. In this test 
the horizontal station position corrections were much less than one mm, but the departures from 
zero of the estimated vertical positions were quite large. The results are summarized in the first 
threP. numerical rows of Table 1 .  
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Table 1 .  Elevation dependence of vertical error due to atmospheric model error. 

Minimum Excess atmospheric Vertical error :J ncertainty in 
elevation path at the minimum introduced 1) vertical estimate 
(degrees) elevation (mm) (mm) 

(mm) 

10.0 15 9 2.6 
8.0 27 16 2.4 

5.0 79 48 1 .4 

5.0/30.0 79 392) 1 .7 

1) East and north coordinates estimated to be less than one mm except as noted. 
2) East coordinate estimated to be +6 mm. 

As the minimum observed elevation is reduced from 100 to 5°, the uncertailll�y in the estimate 
of the station vertical decreases by almost SO% .  However, the estimate of the vertical position 
error increases from 9 mm for a minimum elevation of 10" to 48 mm for a minirr..um elevation 
of So. In all of the cases the vertical position error is about 60% of the path length error at each 
of the lowest observed elevations. Thus, if this sensitivity were applicable to complete analysis 
of real data, the rule of thumb would be that approximately half of the path length error at the 
lowest observed elevation would appear as a height error. 

For baseline greater than a few hundred kilometers in length the minimum observed elevation 
may not be the same for all azimuths (depending on the location of other statiOIllS in the VLBI 
network) . This will introduce an error in the station position estimate in a different direction than 
that for an incorrect mapping function. I have mimicked the observing pattern for the Westford 
antenna for a VLBI array which includes other stations to the west, allowing a m:nimum 
elevation of only 300 to the east while maintaining the distribution down to 5° in the west. For 
observed elevations of 80", SO°, 40°, and 30° at azimuths 4S0 and 13So the results of the 
simulation are given in the fourth row of Table 1 and labeled 'S.0/30.0' . While reducing the 
sensitivity for the vertical error (39 mm instead of 48 mm for the same excess path of 79 mm), 
an error of 6 mm is introduced into the estimate of the east coordinate. Thus, even though both 
the model atmosphere and the mapping function are independent of azimuth, the asymmetry of 
the observing sequence combined with the error in mapping function introduces both a vertical 
and a horizontal error in the estimated position. It is important to note that this error aepends 
strongly on the lowest observed elevations and not some average around the t.orizon. 

Unfortunately, most VLBI networks do result in an azimuthally asymmetric distribution of 
minimum elevations for most stations, due either to the lack of surrounding s!a.tions, or, as in 
the case of HRAS_08S and other similar antennas, due to the equatorial mour.t aT..d limited hou;:, 
angle coverage. The impact, however, depends on the actual geometry and or.. the magnitude of 
the mapping function error. The effect on the A TD experiments will be desclibed in tile next 
two sections. 
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3. THE A TD EXPERIMENTS 

Monthly in 1987 and bi-monthly in 1988, geodetic VLBI measurements were made using 
antennas of the NASA Crustal Dynamics Project at Westford, Massachusetts; Ft. Davis, Texas 
(HRAS_085); Mojave, California; and Gilmore Creek, Alaska (Gilcreek). An observing schedule 
was written using extensive sub-netting to allow each antenna maximum sky coverage, rather 
than restricting observations to the union of sky visible to all antennas. In addition several 
successive scans were made at the lowest elevations possible in order to provide redundancy for 
the most significant observations and to increase the sensitivity of the vertical estimation. This 
latter practice followed that established by the LO _ EL observations using Westford and Mojave 
(Davis, et al. 1990) to which the ATD program was a follow-on. Several improvements resulted 
from the addition of the antennas in Texas and Alaska. 1) The sky coverages at Westford and 
Mojave were improved; 2) the average delay precision of all observations was improved and 
more scans were obtained during the twenty-six hours of each experiment due to the much better 
sensitivity of the added larger antennas. 

Of the eighteen experiments Westford and Mojave obtained data in all, Gilcreek missed one, and 
Ft. Davis missed four, leaving thirteen with data from all four stations. Typical delay precision 
was twenty picoseconds, with a range from less than ten to almost 200 picoseconds. Phase delay 
rates were used only to establish the atmosphere statistics used for the Kalman filter analysis 
(HDS). The typical formal uncertainty of the north and east components of station location was 
1 - 2 millimeters for all stations, .  while the vertical uncertainties ranged from - 5 mm for 
Gilcreek to - 9 mm for HRAS 085. 

4. USING RADIOSONDE DATA FOR ATMOSPHERE CORRECTION 

In order to provide a better estimate of the effect of the troposphere on the delay which might 
result from using more rea1isti� atmospheric conditions at the time of each experiment, 
radiosonde data were obtained from sites as near as possible to each of the VLBI stations. The 
distance to the radiosonde launch site ranged from 25 km at Gilcreek to several hundred km at 
Mojave. The atmosphere was assumed to depend on height only, and a ray trace program was 
used to calculate the a priori dry and wet delays for each site, scan, and experiment. As 
mentioned above the zenith path at each station was assumed to behave as a random walk in time 
with the statistics for each station estimated from the phase delay rate data (HDS). 

In order to study the effect of changing only the dry atmosphere correction a standard solution 
was made for which all stations used the same dry and wet atmosphere model. For this 
'standard' solution the . zenith dry delay was calculated using Saastamoinen's formula 
(Saastamoinen 1972) and this zenith delay was mapped to the observed elevation using the 
CfA2.2 mapping function with lapse rate of -5 .6 Klkm and height of tropopause of 10 km, the 
nominal values used for the analysis of all CDP data. The a priori wet delay was zero and the 
wet Chao mapping function was used (Chao 1972). To provide the comparison four more 
solutions were run, substituting each time the ray trace calculation of the dry atmosphere delay 
at one station for that used in the standard solution. In all solutions the positions of all stations 
were estimated with a five meter a priori uncertainty. For each of the eighteen experiments, on 
replacing the Saas/CfA calculation with the ray trace correction, the horizontal and vertical 
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positions of those stations which used the standard atmosphere treatment, and the horizontal 
position of the station for which the atmosphere correction was altered, changed by less than a 
millimeter. The differences in local vertical obtained for this station are shown in Figure 1a 
through 1�. 

The annual variation in local vertical is clearly seen in all stations, except possibly Westford. 
Assuming the ray trace of the radiosonde data provides a more accurate correction to the dry 
atmosphere, this seasonal height difference is to be interpreted as a spurious signal introduced 
by the use of a time-invariant mapping function. The maximum range of variation is 35 mm for 
the Alaska site (figure la), which is probably due to the very large temperature inversions which 
exist in the winter. Temperature inversions also affect Westford. For Ft. Davis and Mojave the 
variation is probably due to the combined effects of large errors in the lapse rate and tropopause 
height and of changes in surface temperature inversion with season. 

The evidence that this seasonal difference in vertical is an artifact of the CfA2.2 mapping 
function is the reduction, from 5.6 mm to 3.9 mm, of the weighted rms deviation of all 
seventeen length measurements of the Mojave-Gilcreek baseline about a constant rate when 
using the ray trace correction. This corresponds to a removal of 4.0 mm of additional "noise" 
from the Saas/CfA solutions, and is consistent with the 35 -mm annual variation of the Gilcreek 
vertical. For the Westford baseline the evaluation is not simple since the rms scatter of baseline 
lengths is dominated by two very large outliers (1987 August and 1988 March); small changes 
in these two points dominate the significance of any improvement (or degradation) of the 
majority of points. 

How does the sensitivity of vertical change for the ATD data (due to the two different methods 
of correction) compare with the results of the simulation described above? The dependence of 
vertical change on excess path at 12 hours UT at 6 degrees elevation for Gilcreek is shown in 
figure 2. The slope is - 0.3, or about half that found in the simulation. 

Thus there are two differences between the simulation and the analysis of real data: the 
sensitivity of vertical change to path length error is less for the real analysis, and there is no 
apparent horizontal displacement, even though the observing schedules are far from symmetric. 

The most obvious difference between the simulation and the real data is the inclusion of 
stochastic variation of both clock and atmosphere in the ATD analysis. To check that this is 
related to the differences, the stochastic variation was turned off, leaving a clock offset and rate 
and a zenith atmosphere offset to be estimated, and a solution for the ATD data on only the 
Westford to Gilcreek baseline was made. The radiosonde data were substituted for CfA at 
Gilcreek only. For half of the experiments the horizontal dosplacements were greater than 10% 
of the vertical error and were within 20U of the azimuth direction of Westford. This confirms 
that the stochastic estimation does, indeed, absorb some of the residuals that do not fit the 
(mis)modeled atmosphere correction. This effect will also make it more difficult to estimate 
horizontal gradients from the data (see next section). 

There is a second difference between the simulation and the analysis of the real data. For the 
simulation the estimation partial derivatives are perfect for the "true atmosphere" , while for the 
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real data the Chao mapping function for the wet is not correct for either CfA2.2 or for the 
ray trace correction. However, the vertical difference should depend primarily on the CfA­
ray trace difference. 

Thus, the comparison of analysis of the ATD data using a mapping function which depends only 
on surface meteorology with that using atmosphere corrections which utilizes contemporary three 
dimensional atmospheric data demonstrates that seasonal variations of up to 35 millimeters are 
being introduced into the estimated vertical coordinates. 

5 .  HORIZONTAL GRADIENT OF REFRACTIVITY 

Intuitively, horizontal gradients in the atmosphere would be expected to "move" a site in the 
direction of the gradient, since the delay would be too large in one direction and too small in 
the opposite. Gradients will exist in the dry troposphere due to large scale . weather systems, 
which change significantly in direction and magnitude over twenty-four hours, and in the wet 
troposphere due to fluctuations in water vapor density which give zenith path variations of 
greater than a few millimeters in half an hour (Treuhaft and Lanyi 1987). 

The effect of a time-invariant horizontal gradient of refractivity due to the atmosphere can be 
studied using the simulation model described above. The horizontal gradient in the atmospheric 
vertical path is modeled as an azimuth dependent elevation angle offset of the form 

elev_offset = delta_el * cos(azimuth - 9) 
where 9 is the azimuth direction of increasing zenith path length. This offset is added to the 
elevation angle for which the observed delay (path length) is calculated. 

I have used a "tilt" of the atmosphere (delta_el in the equation above) of one arc minute to the 
west. The magnitude is not unusual for gradients in refractivity calculated from horizontal 
variations in temperature and pressure observed on weather maps. The azimuth of the gradient 
is such that observations to the west appear to pass through a lower part of the atmosphere than 
those taken at the same physical elevation angle to the east. Two cases were examined having 
the same azimuths and elevations of observation as for the previous simulations. In this test, 
however, no error was introduced into the mapping function in the form of incorrect temperature 
or other parameter. The error was in assuming azimuthal symmetry in the path delay, when, in 
fact, there was a variation with azimuth. 

As might be expected intuitively, for the symmetric observing sequence (observing the same 
elevations at the four equally spaced azimuths), the estimated displacement of the station was 
only in the horizontal direction and was due west. The extra path due to the gradient was +48 
mm to the southwest and northwest and -48 mm to the southeast and northeast at 5° elevation. 
The estimated position was 35 mm west, so - 113 of the differential path for the observed 
directions (southwest-northeast) was converted to a horizontal position change. 

The observing sequence which went down only to 30 degrees at azimuths 45° and 135° produced 
a different result. For an excess path of 48 mm at 5° elevation in azimuths 225° and 3 15°, the 
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position error was entirely in the vertical with a displacement of + 1 8  mm upward. Thus, - 113 
of the error at 5°, which was not matched by observations 1800 away in azimuth, went into the 
vertical. 

6. IMPACT ON NETWORK DESIGN 

Following the ATD series of observations a research program was begun in which the VLBA 
antenna at Pie Town, New Mexico replaced the Ft. Davis antenna. Instrumental improvements 
were made in the CDP receiver systems (Corey and Clark 1991) and a new schedule was written 
to take advantage of the improved sensitivity resulting from the hardware changes and from the 
addition of Pie Town. A significant advantage to the addition of the VLBA antenna was the 
improvement in sky coverage: the VLBA antennas can obtain observations down to an elevation 
of three degrees at all azimuths. With this coverage and the location of Pie Town relative to the 
other antennas, full sky coverage could be achieved at Mojave down to its elevation limit of ten 
degrees, at Pie Town down to three degrees, and the coverage at Westford was improved to the 
southwest. These observations, known as ERDE, continued from 1989 October through the end 
of 1990. 

In order to extend the full sky coverage the 1991 R&D program was expanded to include the 
antennas at Kauai, Hawaii and Wettzell, Germany. This now provides rather uniform azimuth 
and elevation coverage for Westford and Gilcreek as well as for Mojave and fer the VLBA 
antenna in New Mexico. Only the last added antennas suffer the limited azimuth coverage, and 
this can be solved only with a global array. 

7. SUMMARY 

Simulations point out the variety of situations that exist with respect to weather patterns, 
observing sequences, and mapping function errors. Errors in azimuthally symmetric mapping 
functions may produce apparent displacements in both the vertical and horizontal, though 
primarily in the vertical, while un modeled horizontal gradients in the troposphere may produce 
apparent displacements in either the vertical, horizontal, or both. 

Seasonal variations in estimates of vertical site position are introduced by analytic mapping 
functions which do not take into account time variations in the three-dimensional structure of the 
troposphere. The use of radiosonde data to correct for the dry troposphere for eighteen VLBI 
experiments spanning two years has reduced the effect by up to 35 millimeters for the Gilcreek, 
Alaska site. After the removal of a constant rate the weighted rms deviation of the length of the 
3800 km baseline from Mojave, California to Gilcreek, Alaska is reduced from 5.6 to 3.9 mm, 
indicating a long-term precision of 1 ppb. 

Analysis of the ATD data showed that only about half of the errors predicted by the simulations 
actually materialized, due to the absorption of the larger residuals as stochastic variations in the 
clock and atmosphere. A �imilar problem may also occur when attempting to estimate the effects 
of horizontal gradients. This redistribution of the residuals may be allowed, however, only 
because the values assumed for the Markov properties of the clocks and atmospheres are too 
large, thus diluting the true potential accuracy of the geodetic data. The problem of ascertaining 
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the statistical properties of the clocks and atmospheres remains coupled to the correct modeli�g 
of the spatial variation of the troposphere. . 
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Figure captions 

Figure 1 .  Difference in local vertical for each station of the A TO experiments when the 
Saastamoinen zenith delay and CfA2.2 mapping function are substituted for the 
dry atmospheric path delay calculated using radiosonde data from the vicinity of 
each station. la) Gilcreek, Alaska. Ib) Westford, Massachusetts. Ic) Mojave, 
California. Id) Ft. Davis, Texas. 

Figure 2. Dependence of change in vertical station position on excess atmospheric path 
length at 6 degree elevation for Oilcreek. 

(August 2, 1991) 
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Modeling Antenna Effects for Millimeter-Level VLBI 

C S Jacobs (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of 
Technology, Pasadena, CA 91109; 818-354-7490) 

As part of an effort to improve VLBI delay models to the mm level, 
VLBI phase delay measurements using pairs of antennas separated 
by 0.2 to 20 Ian have been made. While formal delay precisions are 
approx 0.2 mm, the accuracy of the measurements has been limited 
by systematic errors in the delay model that are one or two oreers 
of magnitude larger than the precision. Because short baselines 
greatly reduce sensitivity to geophysical effects, these experiments are 
particularly sensitive to antenna and instrumental systematic effects. 
In an effort to reduce these systematic errors, we have refined the 
model of VLBI antennas in two ways. First, we have modeled the 
effect of gravity deformation on the signal delay through the antenna. 
This effect ranges from 10 to 80 mm and is a function of antenna, 
subrefl.ector configuration, and elevation. Second, for antennas with 
non-intersecting axes, we have modeled the effect of axis offsets on 
the tropospheric delay. This effect can be as large as 10 mm and is 
a function of antenna mount type, axis offset distance, and antenna 
orientation. Our investigations show that these model refinements 
change baseline parameter estimates by amounts comparable to the 
size of the refmement. 
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Comparison of Two Different Scheduling 
Philosophies for Earth Orientation 

Measurements Using Very Long Baseline 
Interferometry 

T M Eubanks, D N Matsakis, D D McCarthy, and B A Archinal (All 
at: the u.s. Naval Observatory, Washington, DC 20392-5100) 

Although Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) is perhaps the 
most powerful method of global geodetic positioning yet devised, 
obtaining the highest accuracy from VLBI observations requires that 
careful attention be given to observation scheduling. . While 
covariance analysis is a useful tool for examining different VLBI 
schedules, it is only as accurate as the models used, and it is still 
desirable to test different schedules using real data. The U.S. Naval 
Observatory (USNO) operates the Navy VLBI Network (NA VNET) 
program to monitor changes in the rotation of the Earth on a regular 
basis. As part of its participation in the National Earth Orientation 
Service, a test of scheduling philosophies was performed during 1990. 
Two different sets of schedules were generated for the Navy network 
and during parts of calendar year 1990 these schedules were run on 
alternating observing sessions. This paper will describe results from 
this schedule comparison. 

The NavNet program measures the Earth rotation primarily with 
weekly 24-hour-duration VLBI experiments using telescopes in 
Alaska, Hawaii, Florida, and West Virginia. Two sets of schedules 
were prepared, one by the USNO and the other by the National 
Geodetic Survey (NGS). The NGS schedules used shorter scan 
lengths together with a lower nominal SNR to obtain -30% more 
observations in a 24-hour period. The USNO schedules used roughly 
twice the number of sources and concentrated on maximizing the 
return from the transverse baseline orientation component. The 
NGS schedules required, on average, 31 % longer to correlate. The 
results from the two schedules were roughly equal in accuracy. Both 
schedules suffered from a seasonal variation in delay residual scatter. 
When that variation was taken into account, the USNO schedules 
tended to have slightly smaller UT1 and polar motion formal errors. 
The NGS schedules were better able to determine the local vertical 
component of station position (not directly of concern in Earth 
orientation), with formal errors and residual scatters roughly half of 
those from the USNO schedules. Conversely, the Earth orientation 
results from USNO schedules were 20% to 50% less sensitive to 
unmodeled errors in the station local vertical. 
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Applications of Sub-Milliarcsecond Astrometric 
Techniques to Geodetic Measurements 

Stephen T. Lowe and Robert N. Treuhaft 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

4800 Oak Grove Drive, Pasadena CA 91109 
�S 238-700, (818/354-1042) 

This paper presents a geodetic differential VLBI technique which can result in part-per­
billion differential baseline measurem�nts using only a few hours of data. The technique 
is very similar to a sub-nanoradian astrometric technique!l) used to make the first mea.­
surement of planetary relativistic deflection!2) As an example of this c1iffe::oential geodetic 
technique, the data used in the ref�renced deflection experiment (which were not optimized 
for geodetic work) were reanalyzed to obtain differential baseline components. 

The data set for this experiment consisted of two four-hour sessions; one taken on 
21 March 1988 and the other on 2 April 1988. Both sessions observed the same sidereal 

schedule usin� the DSN California-Australia baseline between DSS 15 and DSS 43 (DSS 
13 was also used in the experiment; the DSS 13-DSS 43 baseline could 'be added to this 
analysis in the f�ture) . S and X-band data, spanning approximately 40 and 100 MHz 

respectively, were taken with the Mark III data acquisition system in mode A. These data 
were correlated using the JPL/CIT Block II correlator(3) and fringe fit(4) to extract the 
BWS delay and phase delay rate observables for each scan. 

The dominant BWS delay and phase delay rate errors, white system noise and corre­
lated tropospheric noise, were 'modeled. '  The white system noise was calculated from the 
correlated amplitude and number of data samples, and was typically 10-20 picoseconds 
for the delay and 1.5-3.0 'femtoseconds/second for the rate. The tropospheric delay and 
rate covaria.nce was calculated using the Treuhaft-Lanyi modet!5) An overall normalization 
to this model was calculated using the delay rate data alone because they are assumed 
to be dominated by troposphere noise. The normalization constants for the geodetic ex­
ample presented here were taken from the referenced deflection measurement where they 
were adjusted until a rate-data fit resulted in a reduced X2 equal to one. The white system 
noise was added to the resulting troposphere covariance matrix to give the final observation 
covariance matrix. 
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A linear least-squares fit was used to extract the z, 'Y and z baseline components at 

10 times throughout the session; these ten partitions of the data were identical to those 

used for the referenced relativistic defiection measurement. Four additional parameters 

were extracted: two describing the difference in clock and clock rate between the two 

stations and two describing the static zenith troposphere at each site. Each of the ten 

baseline solutions was constrained so the change in baseline components pointed along a 

single direction in the sky. This was done because, for a single observation, the delay is 

only sensitive to the baseline shift in the direction of the source. The direction chosen 

pointed approximately to center of the set of observed sources, but was not optimized 

on the final result (this could be done to find the direction to which this experiment is 

most sensitive) . Since each of the ten baseline solutions was constrained to point along 
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a common space-fixed vector, the baseline solutions in the earth-fixed frame rotated over 

the four hour experiment duration as the earth rotated. 

After fitting, the ten baseline shifts from the a priori positions for each of the two 

sessions were typically between 0 and 6 cm. The differences in baseHne shifts between the 

two sessions are shown in Figure 1. The weighted average of these differential baseline 

shifts is -6 .9 mm with a 6.6 mm standard deviation; although the meaning of such an 

average is complicated in the earth-fixed frame (due to each point measuring the shift 

along the same space-fixed direction) , the combined measurement error S:'lOWS the potential 

accuracy of this technique. The RMS about zero is 12.8 mm which indicates the accuracy 

per point. The reduced X2 is 0.45; this may indicate a problem in the normalization of 

the troposphere covariance matrix which could be due to non-tropospheric contributions 
to the rate residuals. 
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RELATIVISTIC EFFECTS ON VLBI OBSERVABLES 
AND DATA PROCESSING ALGORITHMS 

Ronald W. Hellings and Bahman Shahid-Saless 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Einstein's General Theory of Relativity predicts that the presence of matter in the solar 
system will curve spacetime. Fig. 1 depicts a two-dimensional analog of such a curvature. 
This fact of nature creates a problem for those doing space and time measurements in the solar 
system. In Euclidian geometry, there is a simple relationship between cartesian coordinates 
of two points and the distance between the points: 

3 12 = I)X2i - Xl i)2 , 
i=l (1) 

where i labels the coordinate and the subscript labels the point. However, in curved space, 
no set of coordinates exists for which Eq. (1) is everywhere valid. The best one can do is 
to cover the space with an" arbitrary coordinate system and then relate physical distances to 
coordinate differences by the integral 

(2) 

where gij is the metric tensor. Thus, in the solar system, any coordinate system one could 
use would have only indirect relationship to the results of a physical measurement, with the 
form of the metric tensor being a necessary ingredient along with the coordinates of the two 
events. 
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Figure 1. Two-dimensional analog of the curving of spacetime by the mass of the sun. 

An example of the type of coordinate system that is regularly used is shown in Fig. (2). 

Each point of the curved space may be identified with its projection into the underlying ft.at 
space beneath it, but the physical distance between points in the curved space is not given 
by Eq. (1). The underlying coordinate system shown is analogous to the asympotically-ft.at 
post-Newtonian coordinate system that is used for relativistic solar system dynamics. 

Figure e. Example of a coordinate system that covers the curved space. 
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In a sma.ll region of the curved space, a local patch of flat space could be attached. 
Physical distance-type coordinates could be used in this sma.ll patch, but this coordinate 
system woyld not be the same as the underlying coordinate system because of the way 
the curved space slants up relative to the underlying plane. Similarly, in a sma.ll region of 
spacetime around the sun, a coordinate system can be found in which the spatial coordinates 
represent physical distances and the time coordinate represents time kept by physical clocks. 
These coordinates will then have a scale difference relative to the post-Newtonian coordinates 
of the solar system, due to the curvature produced by the gravitational field of the sun. 

The sun is not the only body in the solar system, however, and the curvature of space­
time in the solar system is more complicated than indicated by Fig. 2. In particular, the 
earth's gravitational field produces a local perturbation in the overa.ll solar system curvature, 
as depicted in Fig. 3. This complication creates no problem in principle. The same solar 
system coordinates can be used, but the metric tensor needed to relate coordinates to phys­
ical measurements will simply be more complicated than it would be if the earth were not 
there. Similarly, if one wants to find a local patch of spacetime near the earth to cover with 
locally-Hat coordinates, then the patch cannot be as large as it would be without the earth 
present, since the presence of the earth changes the curvature on a much smaller scale. 

Figure 9. The local curvature produced by the earth. 

Now the problem in VLBI is that the local space and time measurements one would 
like to make cover a spatial region as large as the entire earth. At the level of accuracy where 
the earth's gravitational field is not negligible, it is not possible to find a single coordina.te 
system that will represent physical measurements. The local curvature must be taken into 
account in the algorithm and the space time coordinates will not be the same as physical 
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baselines and atomic time delays between arrival times at the two VLBI stations. What we 
will end up chosing as our VLBI coordinate system is the analog for the local reg:on around 
the earth of the underlying post-Newtonian coordinate system for the solar system. This 
choice, which we will call terrestrial coordinates, is depicted in Fig. 4. We emphasize that 
the relationship between the VLBI time coordinate and a difference in atomic times of arrival 
of phase at two antennas should involve a correction for the gravitational poten.tial of the 
earth and that the VLBI coordinate baseline will differ from the physical, surveyed, distance 
between antennas by a term of the same origin. The only exception to this statement arises 
when, as we disc�ss in Section III, the VLBI time coordinate is deliberately rescaled so as to 
agree with the atomic time kept at the stations. This choice simplifies the time :;>art of the 
model at the expense of complicating the spatial part. 

Figure 4. Analog of VLBI coordinates in the field of the earth. 

It is our goal in this paper to derive a relativistic model of the VLBI observable, to 
picosecond accuracy, thus extending the original work of Hellingsl as in Shallid-Saless et al.2 • 

The outline of the paper is as follows. In Section IT, we discuss the transformetion from solar 
system barycentric coordinates, in which the equations of motion for photons are simplest, 
to terrestrial coordinates, which are most closely related to the physical measurements that 
are made. In Section III, we derive the picosecond-accuracy relativistic equation relating 
the observable (difference in atomic times of arrival of photons at two VLBI stations) to the 
parameters of the model (solar system barycentric coordinates of the earth and the geocentric 
coordinates of the stations). We use the standard fully conservative Parameterized Post­
Newtonian (PPN) framework as described in Ref. (6). 
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II. THE LOCAL INERTIAL FRAME OF REFERENCE 

In VLBI, signals from distant sources pass through the solar system and are received 
at stations on the surface of the earth. Signal propagation is most easily described in a PPN . 
coordinate system with origin at the solar system barycenter. However barycentric coordinate 
time does not coincide with the local geocentric time measured by Earth observers. Signal 
phase measurements made by atomic clocks located in a laboratory on the geoid must be 
related to the solar system coordinates in such a way as to yield physically meaningful results. 
The problem in VLBI, as mentioned in section I, is that the local laboratory must extend 
across the entire earth. At the picosecond level of accuracy one may not ignore the curvature 
of spacetime produced by the mass of the earth, so a transformation to Mirikowski coordinates 
is not possible over a large enough region of spacetime. This problem is similar to the one 
faced in the relativistic analysis of earth-orbiting satellite data. The solution which has been 
found3,4 is to transform to an intermediate reference frame in which the earth -is the source 
of local gravitational physics in a terrestrial "laboratory." This choice of coordinate frame is 
also to be preferred for VLBI. Not only will it produce a simply interpretable expression for 
the observable phase delays between two antennas, but it will also have the advantage that 
the baselines derived from the VLBI model and station locations derived from .satellite laser 
ranging will have the same interpretation. 

The local reference frame we have chosen is an extension of Fermi normal coordinates to 
include contributions from local sources, thus approximating as closely as possible a geocentric 
Newtonian reference frame. When the local terrestrial gravitational physics is worked out in 
this frame, the metric will contain certain non-linear terms in the Sun's potential and other 
Earth-Sun interactions which are negligibly small for our purposes. The main contributions 
to the local metric are composed of terms arising from the Earth's potential and terms 
representing tidal forces due to distant sources. Given this metric, the local coordinates 
can be related to the physical space and time measurements via the standard techniques in 
relativity. 

. 

Construction of the local inertial reference frame has been worked out for simple cases 
previously.4,5 We take a model of the solar system to be composed of point masses moving 
along their respective geodesics. We then attach a set of four mutually orthonormal basis vec­
tors (a tetrad) to the center-of-mass of the Earth. These vectors will be parallel-transported 
along the Earth's geodesic as defined by the gravitational field of other external sources in 
the solar system. The tetrad will then serve as a basis to expand the barycentric coordinates 
of an event in terms of the local inertial coordinates-the Fermi normal coordinates. This 
expansion in local coordinates will provide the transformation between the two coordinate 
systems. 

The metric G IJ" representing the geometry of the solar system can be written· in terms 
of PPN potentials. Given this PPN metric one can use the geodesic equations to find the 
geodesic path along which the center of the Earth moves. Next we consider an event P, in 
the neighborhood of the Earth, given by the coordinates (T, Xi) in the barycentric frame 
and (t, zi) in the geocentric frame. Since the Fermi spatial coordinates are by definition 
time-orthogonal in the local frame, one can find an event Po with local coordinates· (t, zi = 0) 
and barycentric coordinates (To ,X�) which is an event at the origin of the local fraine and 
is simultaneous with P as seen in the local frame. However, as seen by barycentric observers, 
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the two events P and Po are not simultaneous. One must account for this lack of simultaneity 
in calculating barycentric distances. This will be discussed in Section III in more detail. 

Following the construction of the transformations given in Ref. (4) one can write the 
barycentric coordinates (T, Xi) of P in terms of the local inertial geocentric coordinates of P 
and the barycentric coordinates of Po. We present the transformations to quadratic order in 
Fermi coordinates for completeness. The transformations are 

1 cT =cTo + V E • x/c[l + (2 + "()U + 2 vl;/c2 + AE • x/c2] 

G Ie nle''lTm n£ £ / l G Ie ,  1 2U + OleZ + J'E Z OlemO'n C + 2' OIe,'Z Z - 2',,(r ,0, 
(3a) 

(3b) 

where To is the barycentric time coordinate of the event Po and is related to the 10cal time 
of that event by 

X�, VA and A� are the barycentric position, velocity, and acceleration of the Earth's center 
of mass, respectively, and U is the negative of the gravitational potential due to other bodies 
in the Solar System, divided by e2 and evaluated at the center of the Earth. GOIe represents 
gravitomagnetic components of the metric. The antisymmetric matrix nk' arises in the 
construction of the tetrad and represents the net rotation due to geodetic and gravitomagnetic 
precession of the local frame axes relative to the solar system barycentric coordinate grid. 

III. VLBI MEASUREMENTS WITH PICOSECOND ACCURACY 

Having the transformations at hand, we are ready to relate measurements made in the 
two frames by considering the arrival of signals from a distant source at two Earth based 
antennas at their respective local coordinate times. At the picosecond level of accuracy the 
transformation equations (3a) and (3b) simplify somewhat. A rough estimate of the sizes of 
the contributions are VE/e s::i:j 1 X 10-4 , zle s::i:j 6 X 106 m, U s::i:j 1 X 10-8, (V E .x)/c2 s::i:j 2 X 10-6 
sec and A�/ e2 s::i:j 3 X 1O-2om -1 . Thus the terms involving V E • x multiplying u, Vi and 
AE • x in Eq. (3a) are all of order 10-19 sec or less and may be dropped. Furthermore, GOIe 
is approximately 4UVs/c3, where Vs is the velocity of the Sun around the barycenter, and is 
of order 10-17 sec. The term GOIe" is 104 times smaller still, and the U,or2 term is of order 
10-16 sec. The quadratic terms in Eq. (3b) are less than lO-6m and are negligible. With 

. these simplifications the transformations are just 

(3e) 
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(3d) 

We consider antennas #1 and #2, located at two different sites on the geoid, receiving 
signals at local times tl and t2 respectively. Using the spatial transformations, the barycentric 
coordinate distance between the two ground stations can be written as 

X;(T2) - Xf(Tl) = X�(T02) - X�(TOI )  + [Z�(t2 ) - zt(tl )](1 - ,.,U) 

+ 2!2 V�[V E ·  (X2(t2 ) - Xl (ti l)] + nkI6ml[z2'(t2 ) - zi"(tll] ·  
(4) 

In the interval T02 - TOI the center of the Earth will have traversed a coordinate distance 
given by 

X�(T02 ) - X�(TOI )  = V�(T02 - ToI ), 
and the antennas located on the geoid will undergo a rotation such that 

(Sa) 

where W2 is the velocity of the antenna #2 due to Earth's rotation relative to local inertial 
axes. We define the terrestrial baseline b as the distance between the two antennas, measured 
simultaneously with respect to observers in the local frame at the instant tl • Thus Eq. (Sa) 
may be rewritten as 

With this, Eq. (4) gives 

x: - X; =V�(T02 - ToI )  + [bk + W�(t2 - tl)](l - 'YU) 
+ 2!2 V�[V E ·  (b + W2(t2 - tt»] + nkl6,m[bm + W2'(t2 - tt l]· 

(5b) 

(6) 

However, as noted earlier, the barycentric time of the event of reception T is not simultaneous 
with barycentric coordinate clocks at the origin of the local frame To. This is evident in Eq. 
(3c) : 

Tl = TOl + VE . Xl/C2 + ... . . 
T2 = T02 + V E . X2/C2 + .... . 

Substituting this correction into Eq. (6) gives 

X� - xf =V�(T2 - Tl) + [bk + W�(t2 - tl )](1 - ,.,U) 

- 2!2 V�(V E · (b + W2(t2 - ti l)] + nkl6'm[bm + W2'(t2 - h )] . 
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The above equation now includes the effects arising from relativity of simultar.eity. 

In the barycentric frame, electromagnetic signals undergo a relativistic time delay due 
to the field of the Sun, the Earth, and the other planets in the solar system. De:loting k to be 
the unit· vector in the initial direction of propagation of photons, far from the solar system, 
one can show that the time interval between reception at the two antennas cc..n be written as 

(8) 

where t1Tg represents the total gravitational time delay due to the potentia.:.s of the solar 
system bodies. Multiplying Eq. (7) by k and substituting the result into Eq. (8) gives 

Over the interval between the VLBI events, the earth's velocity and the exter:!lal so�.ar system 
potential are essentially constant. Thus, the time transformation, Eq. (3c), can be written, 
with the help of Eq (5b), as 

Solving Eqs. (9) and (10) for the local time interval we get 

The above equation represents the local geocentric time interval between reception of signals 
from a distant source at the two antennas on the geoid. This includes corrections arising 
from lack of simultaneity, Lorentz contraction, local gravitational curvature, and geodetic 
precession. 

The antisymmetric matrix {}ij in Eq. (11) always appears in the combination 6ij + {}ij . 
To first order, it represents the rotation between the barycentric frame, whicl: is asymptoti­
cally fixed with respect to points at infinity, and the local inertial frame, which :s by definition 
freely falling and therefore undergoing geodetic precession. In the case of the Earth, geodetic 
precession causes a secular rotation of the inertial frame axes with respect to distant stars 
with a magnitude of about 19 milliarcseconds per year. However, tidal anc. other effects, 
some of which are yet ill-determined in terms of fundamental physics, ca'J.se much larger 
precessions of the pole. These effects are routinely measured and used in tra.r.sforming fron 
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an equatorial reference frame of date to a solar system inertial reference frame. Thus the 
rotation matrix used in such transformations has implicitly corrected for geodetic precession 
as well. If we choose our geocentric coordinates to be directionally fixed with respect to the 
solar system axes, then the rotation terms should be dropped, leaving the simpler expression: 

C(t2 - tl ) = (l-k · V Elc - k ·  w2/c)-t 

{ k . b [1 - (1  + i)U - � viI c2 - V E • W2/ c2] ( 12) 

- VE ' b/c + �k . VEb · VE/C2 + ATg} . 
Finally it is important to note that the expression calculated in Eq. (12) gives the 

post-Newtonian terrestrial time difference as measured by observers at the origin of the local 
frame. The time coordinate used in geocentric gravitational dynamics oflocal Earth satellites 
is Terrestrial Dynamical Time (TDT) which is essentially the time kept by atomic clocks on 
the Earth's geoid (TAl). The proper time T kept by a clock on the geoid is related to the 
geocentric PPN coordinate time t by 

. 

T = (1 - 4>o)t, (13a) 

where 4>0 is the negative of Earth's potential, modified by the rotational contributions and 
evaluated at the geoid ,7 

with a as the Earth's equatorial radius, nE as the angular velocity of the Earth's rotation, 
and J2 as the Earth's quadrupole moment coefficient. 

Use of Eq. (13a) in the expression for the VLBI observable gives a term linear in 4>0 in 
the final formula. However, there is good reason to want to rescale the spatial coordinates. 
This is that most dynamical analysis programs use TDT as time coordinate without modifying 
the geodesic equations oflight propagation. They are therefore implicitly rescaling the spatial 
coordinates by the same amount: 

(13b) 

Therefore, if one desires VLBI-determined baselines to agree with Satellite Laser Rang­
ing baselines, then one should insert both transformations into Eq. (12), resulting in a 
rescaling of both sides of Eq. (12). The final equation relating the VLBI observable to the 
parameters of the model is thus simply 
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(14) 

In this final expression, T2 - Tl is the TAl (or UTe) time difference between the two reception 
events at the two VLBI antennas. k is a unit vector in the asymptotic incoming signal 
direction. It is thus the negative of a constant barycentric u�it vector pointing toward the 
right ascension and declination of the source. b is the rescaled instantaneous geocentric 
coordinate baseline from point of reception to point of reception, including the constant 
antenna-to-antenna baseline and including antenna mechanical zenith angle corrections, tidal 
corrections, etc. U is the total solar system potential at the center-of-mass of the earth, 
excluding the earth's potential, and V E is the barycentric coordinate velocity of the earth. 
Both U and V E need to be evaluated via a planetary ephemeris at the time of reception 
(whether at t2 or tl does not matter). At the required level of accuracy, a constant rotation 
rate model for the earth suffices for W2. ll.Tg should be calculated using the logarithmic 
version of the formulas for gravitational time delay, as given by the usual time delay formula, 

(15) 

in order to maintain picosecond accuracy for rays that pass near the solar limb. It must also 
include the contribution from the earth's potential. 

To understand the meaning of the local coordinate system, we display the local metric 
after the conformal transformations given by Eqs. (13). To order v2/c2, it is 

(16) 

where 8 refers to the standard azimuthal angle measured from the axis of rotation. If other 
applications, such as satellite laser ranging (SLR), are to use VLBI coordinates, or if the SLR 
baselines are to be compared with VLBI baselines, then Eq. (16) is the metric that these 
applications must use. The price that must be paid for the various choices made in arriving 
at VLBI coordinates is apparent from Eq. (16). The off-diagonal components of t�'le metric 
(the terms containing Uij) appear as a result of choosing a non-inertial frame that has its 
axes point in fixed directions with respect to solar system axes. · This will then complicate 
the local dynamics. s The <Po arises in the dT2 term because of the choice of TDT as a time 
coordinate, and in the dXi dXj term because of the need for a coordinate speed. of light that is 
equal to c, rather than (1 + <Po )c. The time coordinate is the same as the proper time read by 
clocks on the geoid. However, the spatial coordinates are not proper distances (as would be 
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measured, for example, in geophysical surveys) . There is no problem in this choice of spatial 
coordinates. Both VLBI and SLR algorithms have made this choice, and will thus agree on 
their baseline measurements but will not agree with survey results unless the survey results 
are related to the coordinates via. the metric of Eq. 16. 
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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION 

Rather than give a quantitative enumeration of the various general relativistic corrections to a 
Newtonian formulation of the VLBI observables, I provide a qualitative overview of the relevant 
issues. The point is solely to broaden the perspective of those VLBI practitioners who have not 
formally studied general relativity. 

What is wrong with Newton's theory? The main reasons Einstein was troubled by Newton's theory 
of gravity were: 

(1) The theory incorporates "action at a distance." For example, if Planet X mnves, the force 
experienced by Planet Y changes instantaneously, according to Newton's theory, no matter what the 
distance between X and Y; and 

(2) Newton's theory is set in a space-time framework of three spatial coordinates and one temporal 
coordinate that remain separate and immutable. This separation of space and time is inconsistent 
with Einstein's theory of special relativity as is the action-at-a-distance aspect, which violates the 
proposition that no "signals" propagate faster than the speed of light. 

To replace Newton's theory of gravity, Einstein devised a new one that was consistent with special!. 
relativity. He considered space-time to be a four-dimensional continuum described by a metric. 
This metric, by definition, describes the "distance" between neighboring points in the 
(four-dimensional) space (ds2 = . . .  ). How is this metric to be determined? Einstein's brilliant idea 
was to have the metric determined by the distribution of mass and energy in tee system through a 
set of (non-linear) differential equations. The left sides of these (tensor) equations depend only 
on the metric and are limited to derivatives of no higher order than the second; the right sides of 
the equations depend solely on the mass and energy of the system. These so-called field equations 
are both elegant and deceptively simple. Also, being non-linear, the field equations can and here 
do imply the equations of motion. That is, the equations of motion, say of particles in the system, 
can be deduced from the field equations alone. This situation is in sharp contrast to Newton's 
theory; in the latter, Poisson's equation is the analog of the equations for the metric tensor in 
general relativity -- the field equations -- and determines the gravitational potential from a mass 
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distribution. But Newton's theory requires supplementary equations of motion that cannot be 
deduced from Poisson's equation. 

What is the connection between Newton's theory of gravity and general relativity? The 
fundamental bases for these theories are very different, yet one can show that for a system in which 
the gravitational field is "weak" and the velocities of particles are "small" compared to the velocity 
of light, Newton'S equations of motion form a good approximation. Under general conditions, 
Einstein's equations are extraordinarily difficult to deal with and substantial progress has been made 
in solving them only in very special cases or by use of sophisticated numerical techniques. Luckily, 
in the solar system, we are in the weak field-low velocity limit which can be handled satisfactorily 
by a ''v / c" expansion of the solutions to the relevant equations. At present, the first terms after the 
Newtonian ones in this expansion -- the so-called post-Newtonian limit -- provide sufficient accuracy 
for analysis of VLBI data. 

SECTION II: OBSERVABLES 

In VLBI, time is the one and only observable: We use clocks to measure epochs at which light 
signals arrive at specific locations (space-time "events"). With one minor exception (see below), 
there is no need to introduce or to consider concepts such as "physical lengths," i.e. meter sticks. 
These are irrelevant. Indeed, discussions of the physical length between two widely separated places 
on Earth is virtually impossible to define operationally and, in any event, would be 
"time-dependent" due to changes in a variety of effects that would occur while the measurements 
were being made. (How would one know how to place the meter sticks end-to-end to measure the 
distance between an antenna on one continent and another antenna on a different continent? And 
how long would it take to make such a measurement?) Thus, it is best to banish this concept from 
core, at least for the purposes of VLBI. The only exception would be the measurement of very 
short distances to allow "ties" between neighboring (spatial) reference points that serve to mark 
space-time events corresponding to different systems, for example side-by-side locations of 
satellite-laser-ranging and VLBI systems. 

SECTION III: COORDINATE SYSTEMS 

The main problem we face in developing a model for VLBI measurements is the construction of 
appropriate expressions for clock readings at epochs of arrival there of light signals. These 
expressions are written in terms of specific coordinates. What coordinate frame should we use? 
The two obvious candidates are a solar-system barycentric and a geocentric (or topocentric) frame. 
It is reasonable to use the solar-system barycenter for describing the motion of solar-system bodies 
and of light rays emitted by extragalactic objects. But, for descriptions of sites on the surface of the 
rotating Earth, clearly solar-system barycentric coordinates are not the obvious choice. We can 
profit by using both of these frames. We can choose coordinates in each to express the trajectories 
of clocks and of light rays with the "intersections" of these giving us our events. The choice of 
coordinates in each frame is arbitrary and has no operational significance: the results for 
observables, i.e. clock readings, must be the same, independent of what coordinates we choose for 
carrying out our calculations. Confusion, however, often reigns because the same symbols are used 
to represent distinct sets of coordinates. The reason for this seeming absurdity is based on the fact 
that in Euclidian space we conventionally use a particular set of symbols to describe a particular 
type of coordinate system (such as Cartesian or spherical). However, in general relativity, there are 
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an.infinite number of coordinate systems that one can lay down, with all of them having the same 
asymptotic meaning, i.e. , far from all masses the coordinates correspond to a particular Euclidian 
system, or, more properly, to a Minkowskian (special relativity) system. 

Let us examine briefly the solar-system barycentric and geocentric frames. The former is freely 
falling in our galaxy, which, in turn, is freely falling in the Universe. It is relatively easy to show that 
as far as the position of the Earth with respect to the solar-system barycenter is concerned, tidal 
effects due to other masses in our galaxy and in the more distant parts of the Universe are quite 
negligible compared to achievable measurement accuracies. The Earth, for its part, is freely falling 
in t�e solar system. But tidal effects here, due to the other masses in the solar system, primarily 
the Sun, are not negligible. Moreover, the Earth is rotating, which, of course, affects the trajectories 
of the clocks. Thus, in the post-Newtonian limit of general relativity, we must consider a number 
of effects of spin-orbit coupling and spatial curvature, such as geodetic precession. 

How can we connect, or transform between, coordinates in one of our two "natural" coordinate 
frames and those in the other? That is, how do we transform between two sets of coordinates, one 
each for representing solar-system bodies and for representing points on the surf£ce of the Earth? 
This transformation can be carried out in the post-Newtonian limit using any one of a number of 
different approaches. The details are mostly straightforward, but some are subtle, making this 
transformation the most difficult part of the whole enterprise. Overall, transforming from the 
solar-system barycentric to the geocentric frame is, in effect, transforming to a local Lorentz frame 
(were the Earth's mass zero). In keeping with our qualitative broad-brush approach, we will not 
discuss the nuances of this transformation and the modifications necessary to account for 
topocentric effects. 

SECTION IV: CLOCKS AND BASELINES 

How do clocks behave? It is always assumed, in tune with our best experimental understandmg, 
that clock rates are unaffected by acceleration. This assumption is critical because, with rare 
exceptions, our clocks are not in free fall; they are firmly placed on the Earth's surface and "feel" 
the ground pushing up on them. How do we describe their behavior within the theory of general 
relativity? General relativity includes a quantity called "proper time" which is ic;entified with the 
time kept by an "ideal" ( atomic) clock moving along a trajectory in space-time. Readings of such 
an ideal clock can be expressed as a function of the coordinates chosen for use in calculations, a 
stark contrast to Newtonian theory where time is time is time is . . .. However, even Einstein founell 
no universal imperative for defining any specific event as the "origin" of time or for defining how 
many oscillations of an atomic system ought to be identified with the unit of time. Choices of origin 
and rate of proper time in relation, say, to those for our terrestrial atomic clocks, are therefore 
arbitrary. We may make the best use we can of this freedom! How? What do we wish to 
accomplish? Because it is a nice property, we try to keep atomic time and our cocrdinate tUne 
from diverging. Whereas the proper time for an atomic clock on the geoid is proportional to 
geocentric coordinate time, when the latter is "reasonably" defined, this proper time is not simply 
proportional to barycentric coordinate time when the latter is "reasonably" chosen. Because of this 
fact, we use our rate freedom to limit "runaway" (the freedom of choice of time origin, by contrast, 
presents no particular issue). We choose a rate constant to average out as well as possible the 
differences between atomic and coordinate time. But these differences depend on planetary 
motions whose orbital periods are not commensurate; furthermore, the planetary orbi�s themselves 
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change in time due to the mutual interactions between the planets. One practical solution to this 
problem, which we incorporated some dozen years ago, is to choose an averaging time equal to 
approximately five orbital periods of Jupiter which also nearly coincides with two orbital periods 
of Saturn. 

What about other effects on our observable, such as the propagation medium through which the 
signals travel, the nonspherica1ly symmetric parts of the Earth's gravitational potential, the elastic 
properties of the Earth, etc.? The standard approach here is to "graft" Newtonian theory on to 
general relativity. We calculate the effects on the observable of all these other properties of the 
system, using Newtonian theory, and simply add them to the corresponding general relativistic 
representation of the observable. This procedure is adequate for VLBI at the picosecond level of 
clock measurements, but, of course, is not acceptable in principle for arbitrary accuracy. 

In general, a clock reading will be a function of the position and motion of the clock and of the 
trajectory of the light signal whose intersection with the clock defines our "events." What about 
baselines? We can defme a baseline in a "natural" way in this description, in terms, for example, 
of differences of the geocentric coordinates of pairs of events: a light signal's arrivals at two 
antennas. Here, too, however, there are some subtleties and "arbitrariness" which we will not 
pursue in this qualitative presentation. 

SECTION V: PARAMETER ESTIMATION 

The analysis of the clock readings, the observables, involves in broad terms the comparison of the 
observed epochs with expressions for these epochs which depend on parameters that describe the 
positions of the antenna sites, the tidal breathing of the Earth, the directions to the sources, the 
properties of the propagation medium, the imperfections in the atomic clocks used, etc. Standard 
filtering techniques are then used to make estimates of these parameters from this comparison. 
This part of the process is independent of nuances of general relativity and is well known to VLBI 
practitioners. We thus end our overview here. 
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CONSISTENT RELATIVISTIC VLBI THEORY WITH PICOSECOND 
ACCURACyt 

1 Theoretical Astrophysics 
Uni. Tiibingen Auf der Morgenstelle 10  
7-400 Tii.bingen, FRG 

2 Technical Uni. Munich 
Institu.t f. Astron. u. Physilcal. Geodasie 
Arcisstr. 11 
8000 Mu.nich I, FRG 

1 .  Introduction 

All astrometric, celestial mechanical and geodetic problems, where the planetary 
system plays a role, require the use of both barycentric and geocentric coordinates. 
This is in fact the major problem for the relativistic formulation of VLBI. The 
barycentric system is usually employed to describe the motion of the planetary sys­
tem; in VLBI it is necessary to describe the (radio) signal propagation from distant 
radio sources to the antennas. On the other hand a geocentric system is needed ir.. 
oder to define meaningful baselines and to study geophysical effects in a relatively 
"simple" manner. Not each geocentric coordinate system will equally well be suited 
for these purposes and one faces the problem how to define "good local, geocentric" 
coordinates. Note, that in barycentric (or "bad" geocentric) coordinates relativistic 
effects are of the order (ve/c)2 '" 10-8 leading to effects of the order of 1 m for the 
Earth-Moon distance or about 10 cm for the LAGEOS orbit . In "good" geocentric 
coordinates, however, relativistic effects are one order of magnitude smaller (the 
Earth's gravitational potential devided by c2 is '" 10-9 ) and effects from a.ll other 
bodies (Moon, Sun, etc.)  are small and of tidal nature. 

Let us give an example concerning the solar time delay nn sdelEte laser rang­
ing (SLR). In barycentric coordinates (t, x) the coordinate time difference betweer.. 

t Paper presented at the Chapman Conference on Geodetic VLBI: Monitoring Global Change, 
April 22-26, 1991,  Washington, D.C. Work supported by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaf� 
(DFG) and the Volkswagen Stiftungj M.S. kindly acknowledges the receipt of a Heisenberg fellowsh:p. 
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emission and absorption of a light pulse in SLR is given by 

c(ta - te ) = (Ter + Tra )  + �0 + �e, 

where 
Ter = Ixs(tr )  - xT(te ) 1  

(S  refers to the satellite, T refers to the tracking station) .  Here, the �-terms describe 
the gravitational time delay (the Shapiro effect) caused by the Sun and the Earth. 
We have 

�0/2 = 
2GM0 In [TT + TS + b] '" 2U0 b, 

c2 TT + T S -
b 

c2 

where b denotes the barycentric baseline vector: 

If now geocentric (proper) time T and a geocentric "baseline" vector B are intro­
duced with 

and 

b � (1 _ 
U 0 _ ! Ve ® v EJ:) ) B 
c2 2 c2 

then at this level of approximation the time delay caused by the Sun is just canceled 
and we are left with 

c(Ta - Te) � 2B + aEJ:). 

Because of the equivalence principle all external bodies only lead to (small) tidal 
effects. This example nicely demonstrates the meaning of "good" local geocentric co­
ordinates: effects from external bodies become strongly effaced and the local metric 
at the center of the Earth agrees with the Minkowski metric from special relativ­
ity. To construct a "good" GRS effects from special and general relativity should 
be taken into account. We can formulate some requirements for "good" geocentric 
coordinates (T, X):  

• T ex: TDT (proper time) 

• metric = (metric)e + (tidal terms) 

• (metric)EJ:) can directly be expressed in terms of multipole moments of the Earth 

• the relation (t , x) H (T, X) should be "simple" . 

From these requirements one can show that the relation between global and local 
coordinates has to be of the form 
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instead of the "bad" relation 

t = T  

from Newtonian physics. Here, {" contains all terms which are at least quadratic in 
the local space coordinate x a. .  

Now, our problem of coordinates is contained in the basic probl!!m of a consistent 
PN celestial mechanics of an N-body system, a problem which comprises at least 
the following three parts 

• the external problem (global dynamics, center of mass motion etc.) ,  

• the internal problem (local gravitational structure) 

• and the way they fit together (relativistic theory of reference systems) .  

The new Damour-Soffel-Xu scheme (1990, 91a,b) solves theses problems consis­
tently in a new and elegant manner at the level of the first post-Newtonian approx­
imation to Einstein's theory of gravity. Using this DSX-formalis::n it is not difficult 
to derive expressions for the VLBI variables (Soffel et aI. ,  1991 ), as will be described. 
below. 

2 .  Post-Newtonian VLBI Theory For The Group Delay 

We consider some radio signal being emitted from some remote source at barycentric 
coordinate time to and position Xo . We consider two "light-rays" , contained in the 
signal, which arrive at two VLBI antennas (called 1 and 2) at coor6inate time tl ' 

and t2 ' This barycentric coordinate time t is also called TCB. Let us denote the 
"Euclidean unit vector" from the source to the barycenter by k (kiki = 1) .  Then 
the barycentric coordinate arrival time difference t2' - tl to first pest-Newtonian 
order is given by 

(1)  

where Xi(ti ) denotes the barycentric coordinate position of antenna i at coordinate 
time ti . (6.t)grav is the gravitational time delay, resulting from solving the equation 
for null geodesics (light rays) in some background metric describing the gravitational 
influence of the Sun and the planets. To sufficient accuracy (6.t)grav can be written 
as a sum over the contributions of the various massive bodies i::J. the solar system. 

Now, for picosecond accuracy it is sufficient to consider the spl:erical part of 
the gravitational potential in (6.t)grav only. Taking earlier results from Richter and 
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Matzner (1983) we estimate the contribution from the quadrupole moment of the 
Sun to the time delay to be much less than a picosecond ('" 10-18 s). The effect from 
the angular momentum of the Sun (a gravitomagnetic effect of 1 .5 post-Newtonian 
order) is of the same order, while the dominant post-post Newtonian terms are ex­
pected to be less than about 1 picosecond. t For the solar contribution we can neglect 
the motion of the Sun about the barycenter and the usual lClight-time equation" for 
the spherical field can be written in the form (e.g. Soffel, 1989) 

(2) 

where Xi refers to ti and m0 = GM0/C2 = 1 .48 km. The time difference �t can be 
neglected in the In-term and writing 

we obtain (Finkelstein et al., 1983; Zeller et al., 1986): 

(�t)�av 

'" 2m0
ln 
[re(1 - ee . k) + �7'1 . (ee - k) + (�7'd2 /2re - (ee . �7'd2 /2re ] 

- c re(1 - ee ' k) + �7'2 ' (ee - k) + (�7'2 )2/2re - (eEl) ' �7'2)2/2re 

with i i 1 /2 ee = Xe/re i re = IXe l = (Zeze) . 

(3) 

For baselines of ", 6000 km, the (�7'i )2-terms are of order 3 x 10-14 sec and can be 
neglected for picosec-accuracy. 

For the gravitational time delay due to the Earth one finds (me = GMe/c2 = 
0.44 cm) 

( A )"e ,.... 2me 1 [ 1�7'1 1 - �"1 ' k ]  (4) �t gray - n I A I A L '  C � 7'2 - � 7'2 . � 
if the motion of the Earth during signal propagation is neglected. Similarly, for any 
other planet A, if its motion is neglected, one obtains 

(5) 

where XAi = Xi-XA . Note that the maximal gravitational time delays due to Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are of order 1.6(Jup), .6(Sat) ,  .2(U) and .2(N) nanosec 

t S. Klioner and V .  Brumberg (see this volume) claim that the post-post Newtonian contribu­
tion from the spherical field of the Sun can be as large as a few hundred picoseconds at the limb 
and falls off rapidly with angular separation; this effect is subject to further investigations. 
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resprectively, but these values decrease rapidly with increasing angular distance from 
the limb of the planet. E.g. 10 arcmin from the center of the planet the gravitational 
time delay amounts only to about 60 pi cosec for Jupiter, 9 picosec for Saturn and 
about one pi cosec for Uranus. To consider the barycentric moticn of the planet 
during signal propagation the position of the planet might be taken at the time of 
closest approa.ch (e.g. Hellings, 1986) ;  this point has been investigated by Klioner 
(this volume) in more detail. 

Let us define baselines at signal arriving time t1 at antenna 1.  Let the barycen­
tric baseline b be defined as 

h(td = xl (td - x2(td, (6) 

then a Taylor expansion of X2(t2 ) about t1 yields (O(n) = O(c-nn 

�t = - ! (b . k) [1 + ! (X2 . k) + .!.(X2 . k)2 - �(b . k)(i2 . k)] 
c c c2 2c2 

+ (�t)lrav + 0(4) , (7) 
all quantities now referring to barycentric coordinate time t1 ' We call chis rela.tion 
the ccVLBI-delay equation" , describing the barycentric coordinate time delay �t 
entirely by quantities defined in the global system. 

We will now relate the various barycentric quantities with cor::-esponding geo­
centric ones apart from the propa.gation vector k .  This will remind us that the 
process of signal propagation from the source to the antennas cannot be formulated 
in the local, accelerated, geocentric system. We now write the time transformation 
in the form (Damour et al. , 1990, 91a,b) 

ct = z�(T) + e�(T)X" + 0(3) 
= IT 

ceg dT' + e� (T)X" + 0(3) lTD 
1 IT (- 1 2 ) 1 ·  . = c(T - To) + � lTD U(zm) + 2vm dT' + �R�(T)vEa(T)X" + 0(3). 

Here, T = TCG is the geocentric coordinate time and X" the geocentric spatial 
coordinate. U is the ezternal gravitational potential which does not include the 
contribution from the Earth. Replacing T' by t' in the integral and considering 
that R� is a slowly time dependent matrix we can relate �t = t2 - tl with the 
corresponding local time interval �T = � TCG = T2 - T1 : 
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With 

where quantities on the right hand side now refer to T1 , we formally get the relation 

where 

and 

at = aT + ! [-VEIl . B + t (U("EIl) + �v� ) dtll 
1 

- 3" [(ve . v2 )(b . k) + (ae . Ar2)(b . k)] + 0(4), (8) 
c 

Bi = R�B" 

Vi = Ri v." 2 - II 2 
A i - Ri X" L.lr2 = II 2 ·  

V2 is the geocentric velocity of antenna 2. Next, we will relate the barycentric base­
line vector b( t1 ) appearing in the VLBI-delay equation (7), with the corresponding 
geocentric one B(Td. Using the notation of Damour et al. (1990, 91a,b) we find 

:z:� (td - :z:; (t2 ) = z�(td - Z�(t2 ) + R� (X;(Td - X:(T2» 

- c� (�v�v� + U(Ze)6iA:) BA: + �i(Tl '  X;) - �i(T2 ' X:) (9) 

with 

(10) 

and 

With 
. . . 1 · 2 ze(td - Ze(t2) � -veAt - 2ae(At) , 

:z:� (td - :z:; (t2) � bi(td - (ll.t):e; (td - � (ll.t)2z; (td 
and 
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where 1 fl.T = fl.t + "2vEe . B + 0(3), c 
(the integral in (8) is practically of order c-3 ) the desired relation between b8JI'ycen­
tric and geocentric baselines reads 

(11) 
with 

fl.ei = ei(Tl '  X;) - ei(T2 '  X;) . 
Using equation (8), the VLBI-delay equation (7) for (fl.t) and the relation (11) for 
the baselines we obtain the formal expression (B . k = Bilei etc. ) : 

tJ.T = 

1 1 1 - �(B . k) - c2 (B . k)k . (ve + V2 ) + c2 (ve · B) 

+ !(ve . v2 )(B . k) - !(B . k)[k . (ve + V2 )]2 + "!"(B . k)U(ze)  c3 c3 c3 
1 ) 1 ( 1 it2 (- 1 2 )  , + -3 (VEe ' k)(VEe . B + 3" VEe ' B)(V2 . k)  - "2 U(zm) + -2ve dt 2c c c � 

+ (fl.t)grav + 0(4). (12) 
Keeping only terms with amplitudes greater than 1 picosec for baselines of the order 
of 6000 km, we approximately find: 

fl.T = 
1 1 1 - �(B . k) - c2 (B . k)k . (ve + V2 ) + c2 (ve · B) 

+ :3 (Ve . v2 )(B . k) - c� (B · k)[k . (VEe + V2 )]2 + :3 (B · k) (2U(Z(f» + �v� ) 

1 1 + -2 3 (VEe ' k)(vEe . B) + 3(VEe . B)(V2 . k) + (!l.t)grav . (13) c c 
Finally, the geocentric coordinate time T can be related with proper time T as 
indicated by some (atomic) clock located at some VLBI station. Neglecting all tidal 
effects on local clock rates for clocks at rest at the Earth's surface we find 

dT 1 ( 1 2) 1 
dT � 

1 - c2 UEe(X) + "2(0 x X) = 1 - c2 Ugeo(X), 
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where Ue is the gravitational potential of the Earth and n is the angular velocity 
of the Earth's rotation. This can be written in the form [ 1 0 1 1 dr � 1 - c2 Ugeo + c2 g(,p)h dT, (15) 

where UOeo is the geopotential at the geoid, g(,p) = (9.78027 + 0.05192 sin2 ,p) X 
102 cm/s� is the latitude dependent gravity acceleration and h is the height above . 
the geoid. Instead of using this formula for the T +-+ r relation, we split it into two 
parts, defining r· = TT as proper time on the geoid: 

dT" = d(TT) = (1 - :2 U:.o) dT = /Co dT = /Co d(TCG) (16a) 

dr = (1 +  :2 9(,p)h) dr· . ( 16b) 

The constant "0 relating r· with the geocentric coordinate time T has the numerical 
value 

"0 � 1 - 6.9 X 10-10 . 

Finally we would like to adress the question of the orientation of spatial coordinates 
of the local geocentric system. This orientation is determined by the matrix R� 
(remember that in eqs.(12) and {13) B ·  Ie = B'k' with Bi = R�B"). There are two 
preferred choices for R� leading to geocentric coordinates which are either 

- fixed star oriented (kinematically non-rotating) 

- or locally inertial (dynamically non-rotating). 

In the first case of kinematically non-rotating coordinates we can take R� = c5! . Then 
the geodesic precession will be in the precession-nutation matrices as well as in the 
dynamical equations (e.g. for satellies orbiting the Earth); it will not appear in the 
group delay equations (12) or (13). On the other hand if dynamically non-rotating 
geocentric coordinates are chosen then the geodesic precession (secular and annual 
term) has to be included in the R� matrix. In this case the precession-nutation 
matrices (and dynamical equations) do not contain the geodesic precession. 
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GENERAL RELATIVISTIC MODEL OF VLBI OBSERVABLES 

SERGEI A. KLIONER 
Institute of Applied Astronomy, 197042, 8, Zhdanovskaya st., 

Leningrad, USSR 

Abstract. A consistent general relativistic model of VLBI observations of quasars, pulsars, interplanetary 
stations and Earth satellites is described. The present model is accurate at the level of 1 ps of time delay 
and 1 fsls of delay rate. 

Our treatment is based on a relativistic hierarchy of reference systems (RS). A barycentric RS is used 
to study the light propa�ation from distant celestial objects as well as the motion of the bodies inside the 
Solar system. All quantities defined in the neighborhood of the Earth such as positions and velocities of 
earth-based antennas and Earth satellites are described in a local inertial geocentric RS. 

Particular attention is given to gravitational effects. We consider the influence of spherically symmetric 
fields in post-Newtonian and post-post-Newtonian approximations as well as the effects of the quadrupole 
gravitational fields of the Solar system bodies and their translational and rotational motion. 

1.  Introduction 
The present accuracy of VLBI observations makes us to use a model of VLBI observables, 

which is accurate at the level of 1 ps of time delay and 1 fsls of delay rate. There are many 
papers devoted to relativistic models of VLBI observables [Brumberg, 1981 ;  Finkelstein et 
al. ,  1983; Murray, 1983; Gubanov et al. ,  1983; Pavlov, 1985; Brumberg, 1986; Hellings, 1986; 
Murray, 1986; Cannon et al. ,  1986; Soffel et al. ,  1986; Zeller et al . ,  1986; Cannon, Lisewski, 
1987; Zhu, Groten, 1988; Soffel et al . ,  1990; Hellings, Shahid-Saless, 1990; Kopejkin, 1990; 
Aleksandrov et al. ,  1990] . Although not all results of these papers coincide with each other, 
the papers published in last two or three years are in agreement. Nevertheless, some points 
of VLBI modeling have not been discussed till now. 

First, the formula, describing the delay rate with acceptable accuracy, has not been 
published. The delay rate is often modeled by numerical differentiation of time delay. The 
operation of numerical differentiation is numerically unstable. That is why the construction 
of a separate analytical model of this observable seems to be useful. 

Second, gravitational effects should be considered with more details. At the level of 
1 ps we cannot confine ourselves to the post-Newtonian effects in spherically symmetric 
gravitational field. A number of second-order contributions has to be analyzed as well. 

Third, at the present time there is no adequate relativistic model of VLBI observations 
of Earth satellites and "near-Earth spacecrafts. 

2. Basic Concepts 

The basic problem of VLBI is shown on Fig. I .  Let we have a source whose position 
relative to some reference system (RS) is � .  At the moment to of the coordinate time of 
this RS the source emits a signal, which arrives at two stations at the moments t l  and t2' 

The coordinates of the stations at the moments of reception are �l and �2 respectively. Each 
station has its own atomic clock, which measures proper time of the station. The moments 
of reception correspond to the clocks' reading Tl and T2 ' Our aim is to calculate the observed 
quantities, that is time delay �T = T2 - Tl and its derivative with respect to the proper time 
of one of the stations, on the basis of trajectories of the observers and the source, and some 
other additional information. 
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Some care must be taken in choosing RS to be used. According to the basic principle of 
General Relativity, an analysis of any process may be performed in any RS. The choice of 
RS is governed mostly by the considerations of convenience. At the present time it is widely 
accepted that in order to analyze properly VLBI observations of remote sources one need at 
least two relativistic reference systems (RS) [Kopejkin, 1990; Hellings, Shahid-Saless, 1990; 
Soffel at a1. ,1990} . A barycentric RS (BRS) turns out to be convenient for the analysis of 
the light propagation from distant celestial objects as well as the motion of bodies inside the 
Solar system. A local inertial geocentric RS (GRS) is adequate for the analysis of processes 
occurring in the neighborhood of the Earth, that is the motion of an Earth satellite, the light 
propagation between a satellite and an earth-based observer, and the rotation of the Earth. 

Fig.l .  VLBI observations. 

In the construction of both BRS and GRS there is a marked degree of arbitrariness. 
Different approaches to the construction of the reference systems in question have been 
developed by a number of authors [Ashby, Bertotti, 1986; Brumberg, Kopejkin, 1989; Voinov, 
1990; Damour et aI. ,  1990; Brumberg, 1991] . The model presented in this paper is based 
on the hierarchy of relativistic reference systems developed in [Brumberg, Kopejkin, 1989; 
Brumberg, 1991] .  We denote barycentric coordinate time and spatial coordinates by (t, zi) ,  

and geocentric ones by (u, wi). The details of the construction of BRS and GRS as well as the 
explicit formulas describing their metric tensors can be found in [Kopejkin, 1988; Brumberg, 
Kopejkin, 1989; Brumberg, 1991; Klioner, 1991] .  

The coordinate transformation between the BRS and GRS coordinates has the form 
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(2.2) 

(2.3) 

(2.4) 

(2.5a) 

(2.56) 



where t.4 = � - �A; N A = '!.A/rA; fijlc is fully antisymmetric Levi'-Civita symbol; � , l!A , � 
are barycentric coordinates, velocity and acceleration of the body A respectively; � is the 
angular momentum (spin) of that b

.
ody; Id is its trace-free quadrupole moment; and q is a 

numerical parameter. Value q = 1 corresponds to dynamically non-rotating GRS, while value 
q = 1 leads to kinematically non-rotating one [Brumberg, 1991]. 

All possible sources can be divided into three groups. The first group contains remote 
sources: quasars and pulsars. When we deal with such sources, we can either neglect parallax 
and proper motion at all or confine ourselves to few leading terms describing these effects. 
Interplanetary spacecrafts belong to the second group. Here we must account for parallax 
and proper motion to the full degree. The position of the source must be represented herewith 
by its rectangular coordinates directly rather than by the direction to the source. Finally, 
the third group contains the sources which are extremely near to the Earth, that is Ea.rth 
satellites. 

As far as observers are concerned, two situations may be considered: (1)  the observers 
are situated anywhere in the Solar system; (2) the observers are situated on the Earth's 
surface or on an Earth satellite. In this paper we will consider the situation when both 
observers are situated in the neighborhood of the Earth. 

Let us outline the principal steps needed to construct the model. 
1 .  We have to choose RS(s) to be used in each particular case. If the motions of both 

source and observers can be described adequately in BRS, we can use only this RS. If 
both source and observers are situated in the neighborhood of the Earth, we can use 
GRS only. If we have a distant source (quasar, pulsar or interplanetary station) while 
the observers are situated near the Earth, we must use both BRS and GRS. 

2. In the chosen RS using the laws of the light propagation we have to find the formula for 
the difference of coordinate moments of reception of the signal at two stations. Here we 
take into account the influence of the motion of a source and observers as well as the 
effect of gravitational fields on the light propagation. 

3. In the case when we have a distant source while observers are situated near the Earth, 
we use BRS to describe the light propagation and the motion of the source, and GRS 
to describe the motion of the observers. In this case we must calculate barycentric 
coordinates of the observers on the basis of their geocentric coordinates. 

4. We have to convert coordinate time difference t2 - tl into observable time delay 1"2 - Tl 

and perform corresponding procedure for delay rate. 
Thus, to analyze VLBI observations we must know: ( 1 )  how the light propagates in BRS 
and GRS, and (2) how proper time of an observer relates to the coordinate time of GRS. 

The proper time Ta of an observer moving along the trajectory l&la(u) is defined by [Brum­
berg,1991 ; Klioner, 1991] :  

d 1 { I  2 ( 
du Ta = 1 - c2 2l&la u) + UB(U, l&la(U» 

+ GML (Il&la(u) + !:EL I- 1 - rEi + rE� l&la(U)!:EL ) 
1 w�(u) ( 2 

( } + -2 GMs-3 - 3 cos as u) - 1) + . . .  , 
rES 

(2.6) 

UE being the gravitational potential of the Earth. The third and fourth terms in (2.6) 
describe the tidal influence of the Moon and Sun respectively. It should be noted that 
the tidal potential of external bodies results in the additional difference between the GRS 
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coordinate time u and the proper time ra of an observer rigidly connected to the Earth's 
surface. This additional difference consists of the secular drift (about 2 . 10-17) a,nd a number 
of periodic terms. The two largest periodic terms - diurnal and semi-dbrnal - have the 
amplitudes 0.3 ps and 0.2 ps respectively. The influence of these periodic terms on the 
observable time delay could in principle amount to .... 1 ps, but apparently is compensated 
by the usual piecewise-quadratic clock model. 

3. Propagation of the light 

At the level of accuracy of 1 ps we have to consider not only post-Newtonian effects in 
the light propagation, but several smaller effects as well. The first effect that we investigate 
is the influence of the translational motion of gravitating bodies. It is widely accepted that 
the coordinates of a gravitating body should be evaluated at the moment of closest approach 
of the received signal to that body. But at the present time there is no theoretical proof of 
this statement. We have some considerations on this point. 

The equations of the light propagation have the form 

i = - � G�Al:.t{ (1 + U -.,.4t.:i:) 
+ c12t  (3!.AtA - 4!:.At + c12 (4(!.At}(tAt) - (tt)(.tAtA») 
+ !tA(!.At}} . 

(3.1) 

Here we suppose that gravitating bodies are point masses, which move along a.rbitrary tra­
jectories. The right-hand side of (3. 1) contains the usual post-Newtonian terms as well as the 
terms which are proportional to the velocities � of gravitating bodies. Post-post-Newtonian 
terms are neglected. The right-hand side of the equations depends on the positions and ve­
locities of gravitating bodies which are complicated functions of time. To integrate the 
equations of motion analytically we must use an approximation of the functions � and tA • 
Usually the positions of the bodies are supposed to be constant. We make next step and 
suppose that the positions of bodies are linear functions of time, that is we expand the func­
tion � in Taylor series around some unknown moment tA and limit ourselves to the first 
two terms 

� = �(tA) + lLA(tA)(t - tAl + 0 (aA(tA)(t - tA)2}. 
Substituting this linear function into the equation (3. 1 )  and using usual bitial values 

�(to) = �. t( -00) = C!l.. !l.!l. = 1 
we can integrate the equation (3. 1 )  [Klioner, 1989a] : 

�(t) = � + C!l.(t - to} + ��. 
�� = - I: 2G�A {!l. x (!:.Ao x fA}[A(t) - A(to}] + fA [B(t} - B(to}]} . A C 
A = (9ArA - fA!.A}-1 . B = In(9ArA + fA!:A). fA = !l. -lLA(tA}/C. .tAO = .tA(io}. 

(3.2) 

(3 .3) 

(3.4) 

The question around what moment we must perform the expansion (3.2) still remains. 
Our aim is to find moment tA which gives minimal inaccuracy of the equation of motion of a 
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photon. Substitution of (3.2) into (3. 1 )  enables one to see that the remainder term of (3.2) 
gives the error in the right-hand side of (3.1) ,  which can be estimated as [Klioner, Kopejkin, 
1991] 

8Fi . 2 8Fi . 
16';'1 � -:r0�(t - tAl + -:T0�(t - tA l (J�A (JvA 

'" GMA {4 (t - tA)2 9 1t - tA l } � � --OA + - .:....-� A rA r� c rA 
< .!.. '" GMA {4 '� 9 'A } 
- 2 � °A d2 + d . 

C A rA A A 

(3.5) 

Here lA = 1&(tA) - &A(tA) 1  is the distance between the body A and the photon at the mo­
ment tA , and ciA is the same distance at the moment of their closest approach; A.4 = 
!!.. x (.!:Ao x !!..) . It is obvious that to minimize the error of the photon's acceleration 16il we 
must choose tA equal to the moment of closest approach. In this case the error is estimated 
as 16il � 13c-2 EA GMAoArA1 ,  and we can be sure that the error is of higher order of magni­
tude than the effects we account for explicitly. Indeed, the error 16il in this case results in 
post-post-Newtonian effects. Thus we have proven that the coordinates (and velocity) of the 
gravitating body A have to be evaluated at the moment of closest approach of the photon 
to that body. 

In the case of the initial-value problem (3.3) the moment tA can be calculated as 

tA = min(to l  t.), 
t. = to - C-l�.tAo - c-·2 (2(�.tAo)(�lLA) - lLAt.4o) , lLA = lLA(to) . 

(3.6) 

Besides the effect just discussed we have considered some other second-order effects in 
the light propagation. For constructing a model of VLBI observation the formula which 
describes the coordinate time for a photon to propagate from one fixed point to another one 
is essential. Let us consider a boundary-value problem 

!.(to) = '-0, !.(t) = !., ]J.(t, to) = !.  - '-0, t � to. (3.7) 

Using the results of the papers [Brumberg, 1987; Klioner, 1989b] one gets 
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. Here �R,N and �R" N are the effects of the spherically symmetric gravitational fields in 
post,,: and post-post-Newtonian approximations, �RQ' �RM and �RR are the terms induced 
by . the quadrupole gravitational field of the Solar system bodies and their translational and 
rotational motions respectively. 

In the case of the boundary-value problem (3.7) the moment of closest approach can be 
written as 

tA = min (t, max: (to , t .. )) , (3.13) 

t .. being defined by (3.6). 
The equations of the light propagation in GRS are quite simple because the gravitational 

fields of all the bodies except the Earth manifest themselves only in the form of tidal terms . 
. With the accuracy sufficient for the purposes of this paper the interval of GRS coordinate 
time U - Uo for a photon to propagate from one fixed point !!!o to another one w can be written 
as [Voinov, 1990; Klioner, 1991] 

. ' .  . 

( ) I I 2GME I w + wo + Il&! - !!!o 1  c u - uo = le - !!lQ  + --2 - n 
I I "  e w + Wo - l&! - l&!o 

4. Remote sources 

4.1. VLBI IN' THE SOLAR SYSTEM: GENERAL FORMULAS 

(3.14) 

In the following calculations we assume that the distance between a source and the 
Solar system is not greater than 50 pc (this is the distance to the nearest known pulsar 
PSR!929+1O). The proper motion is supposed to be less than 10" /yr. In the notations of 
Fig. ! we can write two equations relating the moments t l and t2 to the moment of emission 
of the signal to 

C(ti - to) = Ri + �Ri, 

It = L(ti) - �(to), 
(4 .1) 

where �Ri are the gravitational retardations of the light propagating from � (to) to �(ti)' 
Subtracting the equation corresponding to i = 2 and that corresponding to i = 1 ,  using the 
formula �2(t2) = �2(ttl + t2(tl )(t2 - tl ) + iai2(tl)(t2 - td2 , and considering z, = 1�(to)l - 00, one 
can easily obtain 

cat = C(t2 - tl) = -!�( 1 - e- l!t2(tl) + e-2(!�(tl ))2 

_ C-3(!t2(tl»3 + c-l �2(tl)(k x t2(ttl X !») z, 

+ ( I! X �12 + 2�1��1
,
)(k x (! x !» + catgr) x 

(4.2) 

. x (1 - C-l!t2(tl» - �c-2(!ai2(ttl)(!!)2 , 

where ! = L(to)/Z, (to), atgr = c-l (aR2-aRd is gravitational time delay, ! = l!(tt )  = �(tl )-�l (tl) 
is the barycentric baseline vector. When calculating atgr we can believe that �2(t2) = �2(tl -
c-l!!). We neglect herewith terms, which are � 0.03 ps. 

Given sufficiently long row . of observations one could measure the proper motion of the 
source. Let the coordinates of the latter be 
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�(T) = �(T*) + 1:::{T - T*) + �.d{T - T*)2. (4.3) 

It is easy to see that 

k{t) = � + I!6.T + ��6.� + . . . , (4.4) 

where &0 = k(t* )  = �(T*)/z,(T*), t* is the moment of observation of the signal emitted by the 
source at the moment T* (we suppose that t* is the moment at which we start to observe 
the source) , t is the moment at which we observe the signal emitted at the moment T, 

aT = T - T* = {I + c-l�Vfl (t - t* + c-l� (�l{t) - �l{t* »)) , 
I! = Z;l� x (1::: x �), 
i! = z;l� x (.d x �) - z;2 (�I� x 1:::f� + 2{&o1:::}{ko x (&o x v))) 

(4.5) 

(4.6) 

To calculate the observed delay rate the formula describing dt2/dtl is needed. By differ­
entiating (4.2) as an implicit function �(tl , t2) == 0, one gets 

dt2 1 -l L( · . ) -2L · (L ·  L · ) dtl = + c J§: �l - �2 + c J§:';'2 J§:';'2 - J§:�l 
+ c-3(k.t2)2(k.t1 - k.t2) - 2C- l (�2 - �1) 1 + c�1k1::: 
+ c-l�1 (k X «.t2 - .t1) x k») + (�2 - ';'l) (k x (� x k») 

z, 
() A t () A -lk ·  () A + -at L!. ,,. + -() L!.t,,. + c -�l -at L!.t,,. 1 t2 2 

- c-lk.t2 ( 2 ()�2 6.t,,. + �l 6.t,,.) , � = �(ti) , t = t(ti) . 

In (4.7) we suppose that t2 has been already calculated using (4.2)-(4.6) . 

4.2. GRAVITATIONAL EFFECTS 

(4.7) 

According to the definition 6.t,,. = c-1 (6.R2 - 6.Rt} .  On the analogy of (3.8) we can write 

6.t,,. = 6.tpN + 6.tM + 6.tR + 6.tQ + 6.tppN . (4.8) 
Let us analyze each term separately. 
1 .  The post-Newtonian effects in the fields of moving bodies. 

On the basis of (3.9) one gets 

(4.9) 
!Ai = �(ti) - �(tAi), 

where the moments tAi are defined by (3.13) . . The coordinates of a gravitating body have to 
be evaluated at the moment of closest approach of the photon to that body. This is essential 
for correct modeling. For example, the evaluation of the Jupiter's coordinates at the moment 
of reception of a signal on the Earth results in the error ,.., 0.5 ns for the baseline b = 6000 km. 
One can neglect herewith the difference between tA2 and tAl (the maximal error resulting 
from this difference for baseline b = 50000 km is caused by Jupiter and ;5 0.4 ps). 
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The influence of the non-stationary gravitational field induced by the translational mo­
tion of the masses is described by the factor (1 + c- 1!!!.A(tAl )) in (3.9). I� is easy to see that 
if b S 50000 km, its magnitude is less than 0.5 ps (see Table 2). 

The magnitudes of Atgr for several bodies are given in Table 1 .  In each case two values 
are shown. The upper value corresponds to b = 6000 km, while the lower on.e correspoI'.ds 
to b = 50000 km. If the ratio of 6 and dA is sufficiently small, the magnitude of I1t,,. is 
proportional to b and decreases with the angular distance tiJA between the body's center of 
mass and the source as cot tP/2. 

Table 1 

Angular diltance from the body ' l  center 

Body grazing ray 10 300 900 17&0 
Sun 

189 ns 4& nl 1 . & nl 0 .4 nl 11 nl 
1410 nl 369 nl 12 nl 3 . 3  pI 0 . 14 nl 

Jupiter 1 . & D8 1 1  p8 0 .4 p8 0 . 1  p8 
10 nl 92 pI 3 pI 0 . 8  pI 

-
Saturn 

0 . &  nl 2 pI 0 . 0& pI 
3 . 4  ns 13 pI 0 . 4  pI 

- -
Uren 

0 . 18 ns 0 . 1  pI 
0 . 94 DB 1 pi - - -

leptune 
0 . 23 ns 0 . 1  pI 

1 . 1  nl 1 pI 
- - -

Mercury 
4 pI 0 . 04 pI 

10 pI 0 . 12 pI 
- - -

VenU8 33 pI 0 . 4 p8 0 . 02 p8 - -107 pI 3 . 8  pI 0 . 1  pI 

Marl 
8 . &  pI 0 . 04 pI - - -17 . &  pI 0 . 33 pI 

Moon 
1 . 1  pI 0 . 47 pI 0 . 02 pI - -2 . &  pI 1 . 8 p8 0 . 2  p8 

Earth 
both ob8erver8 on the Earth : 21 p8 
one oblerver on a latellite :  100 p8 

2. The influence of quadrupole fields. 
Using (3.10) one can obtain 

AtQ = L c-3G(f�� - �UI�, 
A 

I'� - (1 - (k N .)3) k'kll + 2k'd�u + (2 _ 3k N . + (k N .)3) d�i�i A. - -L!.A. cr. r3 -L!.AI -L!.A. d4 ' Ai Ai 'Ai 

(4.lO) 

For an axisymmetric body fltQ = 2c-3GMAJt (1 - pl(PA + 6)-2) ,  PA being the radius of the 
body A and Jt being the coefficient of the second zonal harmonic of its gravitational field (see Table 2). The magnitude of fltQ decreases with tPA very rapidly - a.s COt3 tPA '  
3 .  The influence of the rotation of the bodies. 

Using (3. 1 1 )  one gets 

L 4 fL.i fltR = 2c- G! X s..A (FA2 - FAI) I FAi = . 
A �i + !�i 

(4.1 1) 

A single body gives IfltRI S 4c-4p;lGSA6/(PA + 6) (see Table 2). The magnitude of fltR 
decreases with tPA as cot2 tPA . The effect of the Sun's rotation given in Table 2 corresponds 
to the case of rigid rotation. Accounting for the fact that the Sun's core rotates faster than 
its surface [Hill et aI.,  1986] results in seven-fold increasing of the given magnitude. 
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Table 2 

Body iltR iltQ iltM" 

Sun 
0 . 08 ps 0 . 2  ps 0 . 01 ps 

0 . 6  ps 1 . 3  ps 0 . 09 ps 

Jupiter 
0 . 02 ps 21 ps 0 . 07 ps 

0 . 1  ps 91 ps 0 . 46 ps 

Saturn -
8 p. 0 . 02 ps 

32 p. 0 . 12 p. 

Uran - 2 p. -6 p. 

leptune - 0 . 7  p. -2 p. 

4. The post-post-Newtonian effects. 
The equation (3. 12) gives 

A t E G2Ml { 4 "  4 kN A2 kJY..AI � ppN = + + -- - --A c5 "A2 + ktA2 "AI + ktAl 4rA2 4"Al 
15 15 } + 41k x !:.421 

arccos! N  A2 - 41k x !AI I  
arccos! N  A l  . 

(4.12) 

The first two terms in the braces are most important in the cases which are interesting for 
practice. Their magnitude can be estimated as 16c-5G2M1IAb PA"3, lA > b being the distance 
between the body A and the observers. The magnitude of iltppN decreases as cot3 �A ' The 
numerical estimates are given in Table 3. 

Table 3 

Angular distance from the body ' s  center 

Body grazing ray l' 10' 1° 10° 
Sun 

307 ps - - 8 ps 0 . 06 p. 
2339 p. 47 pI 0 . 4  ps 

Jupiter 1 . 6  pI 0 . 03 pI 0 . 1  fs - -8 . 8  ps 0 . 2  ps 1 fs 

Saturn 
0 . 4 ps" 1 fs - - -1 . 6  ps 10 fs 

Uran 
0 . 1  ps 0 . 01 fs - - -0 . 6 ps 

leptune 0 . 3  ps 0 . 01 fs 1 . 1  ps 
- - -

The influence of gravitational effects on the delay rate observable results from the partial 
derivatives of ilt,,. containing in (4. 7). Let us show the explicit formulas for the derivatives 
of iltpN: 

8 A ( l)i+1 � 2GMA N Ai + Ie ( .  ( ) . ( ») 7it�tpN = - L- � -

Ie 2l.a ti - �A tAl , i A rAi + -l:.Ai 
i = 1 , 2. (4.13) 

When observing a source which is close to superior conjunction with the Sun or giant 
planets, the significant effect may result from iltQ and iltppN' which �hange rapidly with the 
angular distance. The necessary formulas can be obtained using (4. 10), (4. 12) . The effects 
of iltM and iltR are negligibly small « 0.1 fs/s) . 
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4.3. VLBI ON THE EARTH AND IN NEAR-EARTH SPACE 

All the quantities we have dealt with till now are BRS coordinate quantities. To use 
the formulas of the two previous Sections we must have barycentric coordinates � ,  velocities 
� and accelerations t of both observers. However, it is convenient to describe earth-based 
observers and Earth · satellites in GRS. Thus, we must calculate barycentric coordinates, 
velocities and acceleration on the basis of geocentric ones l/l4 ,  li4 and iil.. 

First of all, we have to derive an expression relating the barycentric baseline vector 
k = k(tl )  = �(tl) - �(tl )  and geocentric one B = B(Ul) = W(Ul) - w(ut} . We suppose that the 
events which have coordinates (ti ,�(ti)) in BRS and the events whose GRS coordinates are 
(ui , lIli(Ui» coincide. That is the GRS coordinate moments of reception of the signal at i-th 
station are Ui , and the geocentric coordinates of the stations at these moments are .Yli(Ui) ' 
Further, the event (tl ,�(tl )) in BRS corresponds to the event (U', Yl2(u')) in GRS. The moment 
u' is not necessarily equal to Ul ' Here, we account for the fact that two events, which are 
simultaneous in one RS, are not necessarily simultaneous in another one. This phenomenon 
as applied to the definitions of the baseline vectors in BRS and GRS results in an additional 
relativistic effect [Kopejkin, 1990; Soffel et aI. ,  1990] . It is easy to see from (2.1 )  that 

(4. 14) 
Using (2�2) and (4. 14) one gets 

bi = Bi - c-2{ �(B !LE)vk + (B lLE)w� + qFii Bi + U(tl , �)Bi 
. . 1 . } 

+ W�(l!E!8l2) - WHl!E!8l1) - 2Cl HMll + !8l2»a� , 
(4.15) 

a dot over lIL denoting differentiation with respect to the GRS coordinate time u. All barycen­
tric quantities - ll., � , lLE , !!E, Fii - are evaluated at the moment tl , while the geocentric quan­
tities - B, lIli , � - at the moment U l '  Hereafter the underlined terms is essential only in the 
case of a space-born observations. In the analysis of terrestrial observations these terms can 
be neglected. 

The transformation between � and l/l4 is described by (2.2). The relation of � and li4 is 

.' = v� + oil - ,-2 { Gv)' + 2U(t, ..,) + 2g"w + !!Bw) W' 

+ �vk(lLE!il) + q (Piiwi + FiitiJi) + wi(aEw) 

1 i ( ) 1 i ( ) i ( . )} + '20E !LElIL + '2VE !!ElIL - 0E l£l£ . 

(4. 16) 

The difference of the geocentric velocity w and its Newtonian value t - lLE  is about 3 . 10-4 
mls in the case of an Earth satellite situated at the distance Iw l  � 50000 km from the Earth, 
and ,ow 2 . 10-5 ml s for an earth-based observer. The accuracy of (4.16) is ,... 10-7 ml s. Such an 
accuracy is needed only for the model of delay rate. In the model of time delay barycentric 
velocities and accelerations can be calculated using their Newtonian expressions 

t;(tl) = lLE(td + �(Ul) ' 
�2(tl ) = !!E(tl) + .Yl.2(Ut) .  

( 4.17) 

The final step towards the complete relativistic model of time delay is the conversion of 
the BRS coordinate time interval At = t2 - tl into observable time delay. It is convenient to 
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perform this conversion in two stages. First, we convert At into Au = U2 - Ul , and then we 
find an expression relating Au to immediately observable quantity. 

Considering two events - receptions of the signal at the first and second stations - and 
using (2. 1 )-(2.2) , we get 

Au = At - C-2lLE(tI )B + c-3!B (�lIi(tl) + l!.E(tl )W2(Ul) 
+ U(tl,�(tl») + ,(lE(tdl&l2(Ul») 
- c-,, ( 2lLE(tl).1l U(tl ,�(td) + �(!.ll)2 (2lLE(tl )Mk(Ul»)) ' 

(4.18) 

The observable time delay is the difference of the readings of atomic clocks situated a.t 
the stations. Let us suppose that at certain moment u· the clocks were synchronized with 
respect to the GRS coordinate time. Thus, we can consider that at the moment u· the 
readings of the clocks coincide: Tl(U" Wl(U·» = T2(U· , .Y!2(u·» = T* . The equation (2.6) enables 
us to write 

AT = �(U2, .Y!2(U2» - Tl(Ul ,  WI (utl) 
= Au - :2 {�W�(Ul) + UE(Ul ,.Y!2(Ul»} Au (4.19) lUi 
+ (�(u, W2(U» - rl (u, wl (u» du. u· 

For earth-based observers the coefficient of Au in the second term is practically constant 
and equal to -6 .969290 . 10- 1°. The third, integral term is due to clocks' desynchronization at 
the moment Ul . This term can be expressed as 

(4.20) 

where hi is the height of the i-th observer relative to the geoid, 9 is the gravitational accel­
eration at the geoid. We neglect herewith periodic terms induced by the tidal influence of 
the Sun and Moon. The amplitude of these terms is � 1 ps. Thus, the term AT'fln is linear 
with respect to Ul . In practice this term is not distinguishable from technical difference of 
the clocks' rates, and can be accounted for by the piecewise-linear clock model. 

In the case when the second observer is situated on an Earth satellite both second and 
third terms in (4. 19) must be calculated explicitly. 

The second term in (4. 19) results from the difference of the �ean rates of the coordinate 
time U and the proper time of the second station 72. If we use coordinate time scale ii = h, 
where k is the constant factor chosen in such a manner that the mean rates of u and the 
proper time of an observer situated on the geoid be equal, then the term under consideration 
becomes equal to c-2gh2Au. This value is much less than 1 ps and can be neglected. Our 
conclusion concerning this question totally coincides with that of the paper [Hellings, Shahid­
Saless, 1990] . 

The observed delay rate can be written as 

Ai" == d(72 - 1"1) = d1"2 _ 1 = d1"2 (d1"1 ) -1 ( dt2 ) -1 dh dt2 _ 1 . (4 .21) d1"1 d1"1 dU2 dUl dU2 dUl dtl 
The quantities dTi/dui = d1"i/dulu=Ui are defined by the equation (2.6). If both observers are 
situated on the Earth's surface, the influence of these two factors is negligible, because they 
result in nearly constant term c-2g(h2 - hI) , which is naturally accounted for by the clock 

198 



model. The quantities dti/dui are the derivatives of the BRS coordinate time with respect 
the GRS one, evaluated along the world line of i-th observer at the moment Ui: 

dti 2 { I 2 - . } dUi = 1 + c- 2VE(ti) + U(ti ,�(ti» + llE;(ti)le;(Ui) + lLE (ti)le; (Ui) . 

The derivative dt2/dtl is defined by (4.7) and (4. 13). 

(4.22) 

Thus, we have the complete set of formulas enabling one to model VLBI observations of 
remote sources. In order to obtain the explicit expression for time delay one must substitute 
(4. 18), (4.2) ,  (4. 15), (4. 17) and (4.9)-(4.12) into (4. 19). The formula for delay rate might 
be obtained by substituting (4.22), (4.7), (4. 13) and (4. 16) into (4.21) .  Ir.. ou::- opinion, it is 
convenient to perform these substitutions numerically. 

It should be noted that the expression for the non-gravitational part of time delay for 
an infinitely distant source as observed by an earth-based instrument coincides with the 
analogous results of the papers [Kopejkin, 1990; Soffel et aI. ,  1990] at the level of accuracy 
of 1 ps. 

5. VLBI observations of interplanetary spacecrafts 

Let coordinates of a spacecraft moving somewhere in the Solar system be �(t) . In this 
Section we follow the notations of Fig. I .  The equations (4. 1 )  remain to be valid, and with 
the accuracy of 1 ps time delay can be written as 

where 

�t == t2 - t1 = �to (1 - c-1nt2(t1) + c-2(nt2(t1»2) 
+ Il.tgr (I - c-1nt2(t1 »  + �L21 1n x �(tt} 12 (�tO)2 , 

�to = c-1 (L2 - L1) ,  L. = �(to) -�(t1) '  n = k21 L2 . 

The difference L2 - L1 can be either written as [Krivova, 1991] 

L2 - L1 = -(L.1 -�)Z + ii , 2 + 1 
or expanded in powers of the parallax 61 L 

L2 - L1 = -nk - �L21 1n x kl2 + �L22(nk)ln x kl2 + 0 (641 L�) .  

(5.1)  

(5.2) 

(5.3) 

(5.4) 

The moment of emission to is calculated on the basis of a preliminary theory of the 
motion of the spacecraft, observers and gravitating bodies of the Solar system. 

When calculating �tgr it is sufficient to consider that t2 = t1 + �to. It should be noted 
that because of finite distance between observers and spacecrafts we can not calculate �tgr 
using the formulas of Section 4.2. The original definition �tgr = c-l (�R2 - aR1) together 
with (3.8)-(3. 12) should be used instead. For example, if we observe a source at the angular 
distance 30° from the Sun and at the distance 3 A. U. from the Earth, the value of �tgr is 
not 1 .5 ns as indicated in Table 1 ,  but 1 .05 ns. 

The conversion of the barycentric coordinate time interval �t into the observed time 
delay �r is to be performed following the scheme described in Section 4.3 . 

. The observed delay rate is defined by (4.21) .  In the case under consideration the last 
factor in (4. 19) can be written as 
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dt2 = dt2 (dt1) -1 
. '(5:5) dt1 , dto dto 

The derivatives dti/dto are calculated from the equations (4. 1 )  considered as implicit 
functions (li (ti , to) = -C(ti - to) + Ri + ARi == 0: 

dti _ _ 8�g (Ii _ 1 - c-1 Be/ Ri .t(to) + 2c-1il;ARi 
dto - ..L(I,. - 1 - c-1 J)./ J). z.(t ·) - 2c-1..LA D . . 

�i � �� � , �i �� 
(5.6) 

Using the equations of Section 3 one can derive the partial derivatives of ARi. Let us 
show the explicit expressions for the spherically symmetric post-Newtonian components of 
the gravitational field: 

� A  fl . _ '" 4GMA Ko 
!ll �""1 - £..J 2 2 '  Q = 0, i, 
u'o A C (rAi + rA.) - R1 
Ko = -(rAi + rA')� .t(to) - Ri tA 

• .t(to) ,  
�� rA. 

Ki = (rAi + rA')� �(ti) - � !Ai �(ti)'  
"01 rAi 

!A, = �(to) -�(tA)' 

6. VLBI observations of Earth satellites 

(5.7) 

Let us proceed to the observations of near-Earth sources - Earth satellites. This kind 
of observations implies that both observers and a source are situated in the neighborhood 
of the Earth. This circumstance enables one to describe all the processes involved by means 
of GRS. The following formulas and estimates are valid for any source whose distance from 
the Earth is less than 106 km. As before, we follow the notations of Fig.l ,  but all coordinate 
quantities are those defined in GRS, that is we use the GRS coordinate time U instead of t, 
and the GRS spatial coordinates wi instead of zi . 

The coordinate time delay Au = U2 - U1 is defined by 

Au = U2 - Ul = Auo (1 - c-1n W2(Ul» + AUg,. , 
Auo = c-1 (L2 - L1), Li = lIl.(uo) - !lli(Ul) ,  !! = b/L2' 
AUg,. = 2GME In (W2 + w, + 1.Y!2 - lIl.D (WI + w, -: IWI - lIl.D , c3 (W2 + w, - 1!!!2 - .Yla I) (WI + w, + l!&ll - .Yla D 
.!Q2 = W2(U2) ,  .!Ql = W1(Ul), lIl. = lIl.(uo), 

(6.1)  

(6.2) 

the absolute value of AUg,. being less than 21 ps. The value of Auo is to be calculated using the 
formulas which are similar ,to (5.3}-(5.4). The second term in (6.1 )  describes the retardation 
of the baseline and may amount to 33 ns. 

The conversion of Au into the observed time delay can be performed on the basis of the 
equations (4. 19)-(4.20). In this Section we suppose that both observers are situated on the 
Earth's surface. Accounting for this circumstance the observed time delay is written as 

Au = U2 - Ul = Auo (1 - c-1n W2(Ul») + AUg,. , 

- c� {�W�(Ul) + UE(U1 , .Y!2(Ut» } Auo. (6.3) 
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If the accuracy of observations is 0.1 ns, one can neglect the second and third terms in 
(6.3). In the case when observed sources are Earth satellites it is sufficient to calculate the 
moment of the emission of the signal Uo according to the formula 

(6.4) 

The error which results from this approximate value of Uo is less than 0.1  ps in time delay 
and 0.1 fsls in delay rate. " 

The observed delay rate can be written as 

dT : d(� - rl) = dr2 - 1 =  d� (drl ) -l dU2 (dUI ) -1 
- 1. (6.5) 

" drl drl dU2 dUI duo duo 
The derivatives dr./dui are defined by (2.6). The moments Ui and Uo are connected by the 
equation of the light propagation in DRS (3.14). The derivatives dUi/duO can he calculated 
by the formulas which are quite similar to (5.6). With the accuracy of 1 fsls one gets 

dT = c-2g(h2 - hI) + c-I ( m2 - ml)lk. + ml WI - !!!2 W2) 

- c-2 ( m2 - md lk. [mi lk. - ml WI + m2 W2] - !!!2 w2(m2 � - ml 1il.I») 

+ c-s ( m2 - ml) lk.  �ml lk. - ml WI + m2 w2] (ml lk.») + LlTgr ,  

Ll ' - 4GMB (S _ S ) $,. _ !ni(lk. - lil,)(W, "+ Wi) - (�� + t.lk.)Ri rgr - _'4 2 I , • - ( .)2 R2 c- W, + w. - i 

(6.6) 

(6.7) 

The first term in (6.6) is nearly constant and compensated by the clock model. The value 
of LlTgr for near-Earth satellites may amount to 50 fs/s. 

In the conclusion let us notice that VLBI observations of Earth satellites can be modeled 
in BRS as well. In this case the algorithm coincides with that for interplanetary spacecrafts. 
However, the use of GRS leads to physically more adequate model, which at the same time 
turns out to be significantly simpler. 
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A New Measurement of Solar Gravitational Deflection of Radio Signals using 
VLBI 

Abstract: 

D.S. Robertson, W.E. Carter and W.H. Dillinger 

Laboratory for Geosciences, Office of Ocean and Earth Sciences, NOAA, 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Modem very-long-baseline interferometry (VLBI) observations can measure the deflection of 

electromagnetic radiation in the solar gravity field with an accuracy exceeding 1 milliaal'c-secolildl 

(mas). A generalized formulation of the deflection is given by Misner et al. [1973, p. 1103] as: 

(1 + y) M. ( 1 + cos ,,)112 3 11  = ---...:. 
TB 1 - cos CIt 

where at is the angle between the Sun and the observed object, M. is the mass of the SUI1l in 

geometrized units (1.477 x 10' em) [See Misner et al., 1973, p. 36], 'B is the Earth-Sun distance in 

cm, and 'Y is a parameter whose value ranges from 1 in general relativity to -1 (no deflection). FOIr 

'Y = 1 the deflection is 1750 mas at the solar limb, 4 mas at at = 90°, and 0 at m = 180°. Our 

analysis of ten years of VLBI data, reported in Robertson et al., [1991], yielded! an estimate of 'Y 

of 1.0002, with a formal standard error of 0.00096 and an estimated standard error of 0.002. This 

determination is comparable in accuracy and in good agreement with the detern:ination from Mars-

Viking time delay measurements [Reasenberg et al., 1979]. Here we will show in more detail how 

the observations were distributed, both in time and in Sun angle, and explore wh.at can be done to 

improve the determination of 'Y through the next II-year period of the solar cycle. 

203 



In the late 1960's Shapiro [1967, 1970] recognized that VLBI measurements of the relativistic 

deflection of signals from extragalactic radio sources by the gravity field of the Sun could potentially 

yield an accurate estimate of 'Y. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's 

POLARIS and IRIS projects [Carter et al., 1985] and the National Aeronautic and Space 

Administration's Crustal Dynamics Project (COP) [Coates et aI., 1985] produce large sets of VLBI 

observations having the requisite angular resolution and broad distribution of Sun angles required 

to estimate 'Y. These data were analyzed by Robertson et aI. [1991], and found to yield an estimate 

of "( of 1.0002, with a formal standard error of 0.00096 and an estimated standard error of 0.002. 
The estimated standard error was derived from a series of numerical experiments that tested the 

estimate of 'Y for sensitivity to errors in atmospheric refraction, nutation, Earth orientation, source 

structure, Earth tides, tectonic displacement, ocean and barometric loading, and antenna 

deformation modeling errors. 

There are many ways in which this determination of 'Y could be improved in the future. Some 

of the expected improvements in the VLBI observations can be cataloged as follows: 

o Double spanned bandwidth observations (720 MHz instead of the 360 MHz used in most of the 
observations reported here) have been tested. This roughly doubles the accuracy of each 
individual delay measurement (T.A. Clark, NASA, private communication). 

o Planned order-of-magnitude increases in the bit recording rates will improve the SNR, allowing 
measurements closer to the Sun (A.R. Whitney, Haystack Observatory, private communication). 

o Improvements in atmosphere modeling using increased coverage of low-elevation observations 
should improve the overall accuracy of the determinations [Davis et aI., 1985; 1988]. 

o Improved instrumental stability, including such things as improved delay and phase calibration 
equipment, could lead to significant improvements in the VLBI measurements (A.E.E. Rogers, 
Haystack Observatory, private communication). 

o Two southern hemisphere radio sources that are not currently included in our routine observing 
programs (2128-123 and 1958-179), which are strong enough to produce good data at small Sun 
angles, are being added to the IRIS observing program. 
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o New observing stations, especially in the southern hemisphere, will increase the number of 
measurements and improve their distribution in the sky. Also, the very long north-south 
baselines that will become available with the implementation of the southern hemisphere sites 
will improve the sensitivity of the networks in declination. This is important because, for sources 
that are not actually occulted by the Sun, the maximum gravitational deflection occurs more 
nearly in the direction of declination than right ascension. 

o The next sunspot minimum in a few years should be accompanied by reduced solar corona 
activity, allowing observations closer to the solar limb. 

o Improvem�nts in our knowledge of the fundamental physical behavior of the Earth, particularly 
its nutations, but also its tectonic and tidal deformations and response to barometric loading, 
could reduce the need to estimate those parameters, and thereby improve the estimate of'Y even 
with data extant today. 

A study of the distribution of observations as a function of Sun angle reveals that, although a 

wide variety of Sun angles was observed during the decade 1980-1990, many observations at low Sun 

angles were missed. Figure 1 shows the observations that had deflections greater than about 40 

milliseconds, plotted against a single calendar year, i.e., the ten years are "stacked" as though the 

observations were taken in a single year, to highlight the coverage of individual SOllrces through the 

calendar (approximately solar) year. 

A large fraction of the data close to the Sun was taken on OJ287 (the spike in early August) but 

there are some curious gaps in the OJ287 coverage that will be examined below. 0229+ 131 (early 

May), which passes close enough to the Sun to produce deflections as large as 300 milliseconds, was 

not observed for deflections much larger than 140 milliseconds, largely due to the weakness of this 

source at S-Band, which is more strongly corrupted by the solar corona than X-band. 1958-179 and 

2128-123 (January and February), which are in the southern hemisphere, have only recently been 

added to the IRIS observing schedules, and their observations are still sparse. 

The gaps in the OJ287 coverage result from the 5-day spacing of .the IRIS-A 24-hour observing 

schedules. Figure 2 shows the coverage of OJ287 for the IRIS 5-day observing sessions closest to 

occultation for the period 1984-1990. The relation of the observing sessions to the time of the 

conjunction changes from year to year because a solar year is 0.25 days longer than a multiple of 
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Figure 1. Relativistic deflection of the observed sources for the observations within 10" of the 
Sun. 

5 days. The "spike" in the deflection curve is only about 10 days wide, too narrow to completely 

sample with a 5-day window. We were fortunate in that the observing sessions happened to 

coincide closely with the maximum deflection times during the interval 1984-1988 when the solar 

activity was comparatively light. 

Figure 3 shows the same data as figure 1, but plotted against the actual observing time (that is, 

not folded into a single calendar year). It is clear that most of the large deflection observations 

were taken during the period from roughly 1984-1988, when the solar activity was at its minimum. 

Figure 4 shows the solar activity, as measured by the 10.7 em microwave flux intensity. This solar 
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Figure 2. Theoretical relativistic deflection of the radio .source 01287, plotted on dates of the 
IRIS S-day obselVing sessions close to the conjunction with the sun. 

microwave emission correlates strongly with other measures of solar activity, such as sunspot counts. 

It is clear from figure 3 that although a fair number of obselVations were obtainerl with deflections 

as large as 180 milliseconds, that considerably more could have been made with a little more 

attention to the obselVing schedules. 

Thus, in addition to the hardware upgrades and new stations that are anticipated during the next 

decade, certain actions should be taken particularly during the next intelVal of solar quiescence. 

Figure 6 shows a plot prepared by NASA in support of manned spacecraft activities that shows a 

prediction of the next solar activity cycle. The optimal period for Sun-grazing VLBI observations 
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Figure 3. Same data as figure 1, but plotted against the actual observing data, rather than folded 
into a single year. 

should commence sometime in 1993-94 and continue through about 1999. Some of the actions that 

should be taken during this period include: 

1. Optimize the epochs of observing sessions to observe maximum deflection--for observing 
programs that are not tied to a specific observing schedule. 

2. Increase the observation durations for the Sun-grazing sources when they are close to the Sun. 

3. Find new sources close to the ecliptic--this is unlikely unless a time-variable source "turns on." 

4. Upgrade the VLBI station hardware as noted above. 

5. Outfit a southern hemisphere network. 
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Figure 4. Solar activity for the period 1980-1990, as measured by the 10.7 em microwave emission 
from the sun. 

6. Increase the time-density of routine Earth rotation measurements. 

7. Organize special relativity observing sessions. 

8. Make use of the VLBA. 
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Figure 5. Projection of probable solar activity for the period from 1990 to 2008. 

How �uch can we expect to improve the determination of 'Y with these changes? There are 

many imponderables that preclude giving a precise estimate at the present time: what will be the 

level of solar activity, what stations will be observing, what hardware upgrades will be implemented, 

and basically, what data will we be able to obtain? We cannot determine, for example, whether we 

might be on the brink of another "Maunder Minimum" of solar activity. Of course at some point 
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systematic errors may begin to dominate the problem, and at that point taking further data may fail 

to improve the estimates of'Y signifICantly. It is not perfectly clear where this cutoff will occur. The 

only thing that is fairly clear is that we should be able to do substantially better in estimating 'Y in 

the next decade than we did in the last. 
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STUDIES OF THE EARTH-ATMOSPHERE-OCEAN MOMENTUM EXCHANGE: STATUS 

AND PROSPECfS 

Richard D. Rosen - Atmospheric and Environmental Research, Inc. 

840 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, MA 02139 

I .  STATUS 

The past decade has seen remarkable advances in the study of the Earth's varkble rate of rotation 

and the role of the Earth's fluid envelope in exciting this variability. This progress was achieved 
because of independent breakthroughs in the geodetic and atmospheric measurements of the 

relevant geophysical parameters. It is now accepted that changes in the atmosphere's angular 

momentum explain most, if not all, of the non tidal changes in the length-of-day over a broad range 

of time scales up to the decadal, at which point core-mantle coupling assumes dominance. The 

pursuit of this result has encompassed a broad spectrum of research, including studies of 

tropospheric and stratospheric wind fields, the EI Nino/Southern Oscillation, and tropical 40-50 
day wind oscillations. Although these topics were reviewed at some length during my lecture, 

only a brief outline of them will be offered here. 

The breakthrough in atmospheric measurements alluded to above is one of the enduring legacies of 

the Global Weather Experiment of 1978-79, during which an unprecedented array of observing 

systems was used to monitor the atmosphere. In preparation for this Experiment, the operational 

weather centers in a number of countries began to develop new data analysis systems that could 

assimilate observations not only from the traditional network of rawinsonde stations but also from 

satellites, aircraft, and other platforms. With the promise of more global coverage made by these 

newer observing systems, the analysis systems could also be designed to encompass the entire 

horizontal extent of the atmosphere. Thus, in September 1974 the first operational global data 

analysis system was introduced by the U.S.  National Meteorological Center (NMC), thereby 

enabling atmospheric angular momentum (AAM) to be evaluated not only with global data but also 

on a twice-daily basis, the frequency of these analyses. Twice-daily values of the zonal wind, 

needed to evaluate relative AAM, were archived by NMC in a convenient fonn beginning January 

1 ,  1976. From that date onward, it no longer became necessary, as in the past, to rely on monthly 

mean station-based statistics to study the relationship between relative AAM and A1 .o.d., thus 

reducing worries about temporal aliasing or lack of resolution in such studies. 
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Today, a number of meteorological centers are making values of relative AAM available on a 

routine basis, along with the pressure-related component of total AAM and other relevant 

parameters (Salstein and Kann, 1991). Comparisons of AAM from these different centers provide 

a basis (albeit not a perfect one) for assessing the accuracy of this quantity. An example is shown 

in Fig. 1 ,  in which values of the relative angular momentum of the atmosphere between 1000 and 

50 mb from NMC and from the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts (EC) have 

been differenced for each calendar year since 1981 .  Although initially quite large, the mean 

difference between the two centers has diminished considerably in recent years. Perhaps more 
. , 

significant, however, is the evolution of the standard deviation of the NMC-EC relative AAM 

difference series, since this provides a measure of the random error in the atmospheric analyses. 

The figure reveals, encouragingly, that this statistic has become smaller with time, currently 

leveling off at a value near 2xl024 kg m2 s- l , or about 0.034 ms in al.o.d. units. Because of 

'certain assumptions about interpreting this statistic, however, this value should probably be 

regarded as a lower limit on the random error in relative AAM values. A number of improvements 

in data analysis techniques are expected to be implemented at the meteorological centers over the 

next 3-5 years (Kalnay et al., 1991), which hopefuily will lead to still further reductions in AAM 

errors. 

The emphasis of studies relating changes in AAM to those in l.o.d. has thus far been largely 

'phenomenological. The AAM time series is characterized by a rich variety of temporal variability 

(Rosen et aI., 1991), and it is convenient to separate studies of AAM fluctuations and attendant 

signals in al.o.d. into three categories corresponding to interannual, seasonal, and intra-annual 

. time scales: 

(a) On interannual time· scales, the peak in AAM and al.o.d. during early 1983 was so marked 

that it drew· early attention (Carter et al., 1984) and was quickly related to the strong EI 

Nino/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) event over the Pacific Ocean that reached its mature 

stage at that time (Rosen et al. ,  1984). Upon examining data for 1972-86, Chao (1988) 

later concludes that most of the interannual variation in l.o.d. is caused by ENSO-related 

changes in AAM. Salstein and Rosen (1986) had demonstrated a long-term connection 

between EI Niiio events and 8l.0.d. using a historical record of fluctuations in l.o.d. dating 

back to 1860, suggesting the possibility that such historical Earth rotation series might 

serve as a proxy for other interannual atmospheric signals. Chao (1989) provides evidence 

that the equatorial stratosphere'S· quasi-biennial oscillation imparts a detectable interannual 

signal to the l.o.d. series. Finally� expanding on an analysis approach used by Rosen et al. 

(1984), Dickey et al. (1991) discover that interannual variations in extratropical relative 
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AAM values appear to be coherently linked to antecedent tropical anomalies on these time 

scales, thereby yielding potentially new insights into tropical-extratropical coupling. 

(b) On seasonal time scales, it is possible, in principle, for a variety of geophysical processes 

to make contributions to the global momentum budget, which has added a multidisciplinary 

appeal to studying behavior at these periods. In addition, data constraints limited early 

studies of the momentum budget to seasonal and longer time scales, hence providing a 

historical basis for continuing to analyze seasonal budgets. More fundamentally, though, 

seasonal changes in I.o.d. represent the largest signal in this quantity on less than decadal 

periods and are, therefore, of intrinsic importance. Rosen and Salstein (1985) show that 

imbalances previously thought to exist in the solid Earth-atmosphere momentum budget at 

annual and semiannual periods may be largely eliminated by incorporating wind data 

through as much of the height of the atmosphere, including the stratosphere, as possible. 

Naito and Kikuchi ( 1990) reach a somewhat different conclusion, but Rosen and Salstein 

(1991)  reassert their view that if geophysical processes other than atmospheric winds are 

contributing to seasonal changes in I.o.d., then they must be doing so at levels smaller than 

the error in the wind data. As these errors decrease in the future with improved 

meteorological analyses, it will be very worthwhile to visit this subject anew. 

(c) It is on intra-annual time scales that the modern atmospheric and geodetic data sets have 

been especially important in yielding new breakthroughs. An early success involved 

linking 40-50 day variations in I.o.d. to tropical wind field oscillations found by Madden 

and Julian (197 1) with this period (Langley et aI., 1981 ;  Anderson and Rosen, 1983). The 

discovery of these 40-50 day fluctuations in I.o.d. and AAM helped spur renewed interest 

in the Madden-Julian oscillation, and a large body of literature on this subject has emerged 

during the last several years. At still higher frequencies, Rosen et al. (1990) demonstrate 

that changes in l.o.d. as short as a fortnight can be attributed almost entirely to atmospheric 

forcing. Figure 2 updates the analysis of Rosen et al. (1990), showing that coherence 

between total AAM and I.o.d. begins to falter at around a fortnight but remains significant 

for periods down to about 10 days. The loss of coherence at very high frequencies may be 

due to errors in the atmospheric .and geodetic measurements or to the emergence of a third 

body, such as the oceans, in affecting the momentum budget at rapid time scales. 

(Shortcomings in solid body tidal models may also be a factor.) The first possibility is 

supported by the observation that the coherence between NMC and EC series of relative 

AAM also begin to lose coherence at high frequencies, although not so severely as do AAM 

and I.o.d. in Fig. 2. The second explanation is supponed by Ponte's (1990) demonstration 
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that barotropic ocean waves are capable of transferring momentum between the atmosphere 

and solid Earth within a few days, so that changes in Earth rotation, at high frequencies at 

least, ought to be diagnosed within the framework of a coupled solid Earth-atmosphere­

ocean system instead of the simpler two-body solid Earth-atmosphere system that is the 

foundation for Fig. 2. 

The above synopsis has, of necessity, been cursory and regrettably has omitted reference to many 

important contributions to this subject area (see the review by Hide and Dickey, 1990, for 

example, for further perspectives on the status of Earth rotation research). Hopefully, though, it is 

sufficient to set the stage for some brief concluding comments about prospects for future efforts in 

this field. 

II. PROSPECTS 

One of the important challenges remaining in the subject is to explain the discrepancies that still 

exist in the global momentum budget, at all frequencies. The discrepancies between a1.o.d. and 

AAM at high frequencies illustrated in Fig. 2 mark a frontier in our skill at determining these 

quantities and in understanding their behavior. Efforts have already begun to obtain improved, 

high density observations of Earth rotation (Clark et aI., 1990; Herring, 1990), and plans for 

additional measurement campaigns are being formulated (Dickey, 1991). As noted earlier, 

improvements in atmospheric data sets are also anticipated in the forseeable future, which, in 

combination with expected further insights into the role of the ocean, ought to allow progress to be 

made on resolving the differences between AAM and l.o.d. series displayed in Fig. 2. 

Another challenge that is likely to receive meaningful attention in the near future concerns the 

manner in which the various components of the Earth-atmosphere-ocean system are dynamically 

coupled on different time scales. Although a number of studies have already addressed this issue, 

at least for certain portions of the temporal domain, the relative importance of the two torques 

(mountain and surface friction) coupling the solid Earth and atmosphere as a function of frequency 

remains poorly quantified. The schematic in Fig. 3 provides a sketch of my current understanding 

of this issue, but major uncertainties still exist about the real shape of the two curves depicted in the 

figure. New data sets are becoming available (White, 1991)  that can address this problem, 

however, and new sensors, such as scatterometers, will be flown aboard satellites this decade that 

also promise to contribute importantly to its solution. Hence, it appears that we are entering a new 

era in the study of Earth-atmosphere-ocean momentum exchanges in which the focus will tum 
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more and more to understanding the processes responsible for linking these com;?onents of the 

global system together. 
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GLOBAL ATM O SPHERIC ANG U LAR MOMENTUM, NMC-EC 
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Pig. 1 .  Annual values of the mean and standard deviation of the difference series between 
NMC and EC daily estimates of the relative angular momentum of the atmosphere (the so-called 
wind term) between 1000 and 50 mb. 

<II :I: o 

C O H E R E N C E  
TOTAL ATMO S P H E R IC ANGULAR MO M E NTUM WITH L . O . D .  

1 .�--------------------------------------------� 
APRIL 2, 1 985 - DEC. 3 1 , 1 990 

tJ .4 . - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. 99% 

.2 

0150 100 50 

��------------------------------------------�� 

Fig. 2. Coherence-squared between once-daily values of .1l.o.d. and total atmospheric 
angular momentum (the sum of the pressure and wind terms) determined from NMC wind field 
analyses between 1000 and 50 mb and surface pressure analyses for the period April 2. 1985. to 
December 31,  1990. 

An estimate of the 99% statistical level of confidence is included on the plot. The 
abscissa is logarithmic in frequency but is marked in terms of period (in units of days). At the 
bottom. the phase (in units of radians along the left ordinate) by which total atmospheric angular 
momentum leads Al.o.d. as a function of period. For each period that the coherence squared 
exceeds the 99% level. the phase relationship is also indicated in units of days (right ordinate) with 
vertical bars indicating the limits of confid�w at the 99% level. 
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Fig. 3. . Schematic representation of the relative importance of the mountain and friction 
torques in effecting momentum exchanges between the atmosphere and solid Earth, as a function 
of time scale. Some relevant references for the time scales indicated are cited along the top of the 
plot. 
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The NHC Global �alysis and Forecast system: Where are we qoinq? 

1 .  Introduction 

EQgenia Kalnay 
National Meteorological center 

Washington DC 2 0 2 3 3  

As reviewed i n  this conference , the atmospheric angular momentum 
determined from global operational analyses and forecasts , has been 
found to be usefully associated with the lengh-of-day . 
Unfortunately , it is also affected by deficiencies in the analysis 
systems , and improvements made operationally are therefore 
reflected as perceived changes in the angular momentum . 

In this paper we give an overview of current research and near term 
plans for the development of the global model and data assimilation 
system at the National Meteorological Center (NMC) . Of particular 
relevance because of their impact on the determination of 
atmospheric angular momentum are the new analysis system denoted 
Spectral statistical Interpolation (Section 2 . 3 ) , and the plans for 
long term homogeneous re-analyses (Section 5 ) . 

2 .  Global analysis and model ing 

2 . 1  Evolution of skill 

The development of the global system until late 1990 was reviewed 
in Kalnay et al e ( 1990) , which also contains several statistical 
estimates of skill ,  indicating that the forecast skill has improved 
considerably at short and medium range . Some of the highl ights are 
that the current three-day forecast is now as accurate as the one­
day forecast was ten to 15 years ago , that the well known "skill 
gap" that existed between the NMC forecasts and those of the 
European center for Medium Range Weather Forecasts has now been 
very substantially reduced , and that the forecast ski ll in the 
Southern Hemisphere is comparable to the level attained in the 
Northern Hemisphere only 3-5 years ago . 

In the rest of the paper we concentrate on recent research and and 
plans . Many of the papers referred to are presented in the 
Proceedings of the American Meteorological society Ninth Conference 
on Numerical Weather Prediction , Denver CO , 14-18 October 199 1 .  

2 . 2  Global spectral model 

NMC has been using a global spectral model since 1981 ( Sela , 1988 ) 
for aviation and medium range forecasting . The model has undergone 
many changes , based on the idea that for global forecasting , 
especially beyond the first few days , it is important to simUlate 
as real istically as possible all physical processes that take place 
in the atmosphere . For that reason , there has been not only an 
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increase in the model resolution , but also considerable 
improvements in the parameterization of sub-grid scale physical 
processes ( Kanamitsu , 1989 , Kalnay et al . ,  199 0 ,  Campana et al . ,  
199 1 ,  White and Campana , 1991) . The result of these changes has · 
been a model which , when integrated for long periods , simulates 
very real istically the observed cl imatology ( Kanamitsu et aI , 1990 , 
Mo et al . ,  199 0 , Mo and Kalnay , 199 1 ) . Nevertheless , some 
problems , also generic to other advanced general circulation 
models ,  still remain . A new detailed diagnostic budget study 
( Kanamitsu and Saha , 199 1 )  promises to give guidance for further 
improvement of systematic errors . 

On March 6 ,  199 1 ,  the model horizontal resolution was increased 
from triangular truncation T80 to T12 6 , equivalent to a grid 
resolution change from 160 km to 105 km .  Several other changes 
were also implemented , and have resulted in finer scale and more 
real istic precipitation forecasts ( Iredel l et aI , 199 1 ) . The 
vertical resolution will be increased from the current 19 levels to 
about 28 in the fall of this year . 

continued increased resolution may require the use of a semi­
Lagrangian scheme for the hydrodynamics , and in this area we expect 
to test the new method of Bates et al e ( 19 9 1 ) . In the next few 
years we also plan to intensify the development of coupled global 
systems . We are undergoing tests coupling the atmospheric model to 
an ocean model (A.  Leetmaa , pers . comm . ) ,  a Simple Biosphere Model 
( E . schneider , pers . comm . ) ,  and an ocean mixed layer model ( 5 . 
Brenner , pers . comm . ) .  Plans to couple the model with a sea ice 
model and to include condensed water are also underway . 

2 . 3  Spectral statistical Interpolation , 4 -0 variational Analysis 
and the model adj oint . 

An important advance in global analysis is the new variational 
Spectral statistical Interpolation scheme ( Parrish and Oerber , 
199 1 ,  Oerber et aI , 1991a) , which replaced the operational 01 on 
June 2 5  199 1 . The SSI , which performs global analysis directly on 
the model variables , and uses all data at once , has been found to 
have a number of important advantages over the conventional OI 
analysis : The forecasts are on the average more skillful , the data 
are generally better fit , there is much less spin-up ( Saha and 
Kanamitsu , 199 1 ) , there is no need to perform normal mode 
initial ization , and the fact that it is based on a variational 
formulation makes handling of non-standard data much easier . It 
should be emphasized that the SSI , although already clearly 
superior to 01 , still has SUbstantial potential for development and 
further improvements .  

steve Cohn ( 19 9 1 , pers . comm . ) has made theoretical advances that 
should make feasible , within a few years , the operational use of 
Kalman filtering in conj unction with the 551 . Briefly , he has 
shown that by taking advantage of the hyperbol ic nature of the 
equations of motion , it is possible to produce forecast equations 
for the model error covariances which are of the same dimension as 
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the model , rather than of dimension N times the "model , where N is 
the number of degrees of freedom . Although these equations still 
require the development of appropriate closure assu�ptions , very 
promising work is underway in this area , in collaboration with 
NASA/GLA . 

An alternative approach equally promising is the 4-D variational 
analysis method , which is under development at seve::-al centers 
( France , ECMWF , NMC and GLA) . In order to explore this 11lethod , a 
l inear and adj oint versions of the NMC model hydrodynamics were 
developed in collaboration with FSU ( Zou et al l 6 199 1 ) . The 
adj oint of the physical parameterizations wil l  be developed also 
within this collaboration . 

We plan to use the adiabatic version of the adj oint model in 4 -D 
variational tests since for the very short range forecasts used in 
the assimilation cycle , and for the computation of increments with 
respect to the first guess ,  it is l ikely that diabatic effects are 
small ( Derber , pers . corom . ) .  The adj oint of the model has many 
other powerful potential appl ications , and one of them , the opt:imal 
estimation of the model systematic errors , is presented in Derber 
et al . , ( 19 9 1b) . 

3 .  Complex qual ity control 

The improvement of the operational qual ity control system at �C 
has been a maj or effort in the last few years . This development 
was guided by the principle of complex qual ity control ( cQC) 
developed by Gandin ( 1988 ) , which is to make the decision to 
accept , rej ect , or even correct data that may contain rough errors , 
only after several independent QC checks have been completed . 
These checks can include hydrostatic checks , increment checks 
(difference of observation from first guess ) ,  and horizontal 
interpolation and vertical interpolation statistical checks . A 
Decis ion Making Algorithm ( DMA) is executed only after all of the 
checks have been made , using all of the available info��ation . 

TWo maj or developments have taken place in this area . One is 
involved mainly with the QC of rawinsondes ,  which are stil l the 
most important and highest qual ity source of information for the 
NH , and which can be used to check other data . An advanced 
hydrostatic CQC of rawinsondes has been in operations for t\..ro 
years , and its results are discussed In Gandin ( 19 9 1 )  and Morone 
( 19 9 1 ) . This CQC of heights and temperatures has been recently 
extended to involve several additional statistical interpolation 
checks ( Collins , 199 1 ) . The result of this very advanced expert 
system is that the confidence of the decisions , and the percentage 
of observations corrected has increased by more than 50% . 

A second effort , which is a complex QC within the 01 framework 
which does not attempt to correct the data , has been operational 
since December 199 0 ,  replacing the previous "gross" and "buddy" 
checks (Woollen 199 1 ,  Ballish , 199 1 ) . It qual ity controls all 
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observations available ,  including satellite data . The advantages 
of performing separate cheks versus a single OI QC check has been 
shown (Woollen , 199 1 ) . Additions planned to this system include 
checks of the static stability of the soundings within the CQC 
approach . 

A near term goal for NNC is to limit human intervention in the QC 
to monitoring the decisions of the CQC , and to make decisions only 
in those cases where a confident dec�sion cannot be made by the 
CQC . 

4 .  New observing systems 

A new " interactive" analysis/forecast/retrieval system developed 
j ointly by NESDIS and NMC will include the use of the 6 h model 
forecast as a first guess for the inversion of satell ite radiances 
to obtain temperature and humidity soundings . satell ite sensors do 
not have high vertical resolution , and the current use of a 
climatology-based l ibrary search for first guess ( Fleming et al . ,  
198 6 ,  198 8 )  impl ies that the unresolved vertical scales are derived 
from cl imatological statistics . The use of the model first guess , 
on the other hand , will ensure that for the scales unresolved by 
satellite data , the model short range forecast , which is generally 
quite accurate , will not be changed . Prel iminary results are very 
encouraging , and indicate that for ' cloudy retrievals the errors 
should be reduced near the surface by more than 1 K ( Baker , 199 1 ) . 

The satellite products mentioned above will be combined with 
additional satell ite data derived from other sensors : The Special 
Sensor Microwave Imager ( SSM/ I )  provides accurate estimates of 
total precipitable water over ocean , as wel l  as oceanic surface 
wind speed and snow and. ice cover . The forthcoming European 
Research Satell ite ( ERS-1 ) will provide surface wind and wave 
heights over the oceans . More accurate methods to retrieve cloud­
track winds should increase their accuracy considerably . These new 
types of data wil l  not only be used to improve model 
parameterizations , but will also be utilized during the analysis 
cycle . For example , a method of phys ical initial ization (Mathur et 
al . , 199 1 )  is being tested for the assimilation of satell ite 
estimates of tropical precipitation . 

5 .  Reanalysis and cl imate data assimilation 

Although the use of operational analyses produced by 
analysis/forecast systems has become an important tool for climate 
research , the frequent changes and improvements of the NWP systems 
have produced large spurious apparent cl imate changes . NNC is 
involved in two complementary proj ects ( CDAS and Reanalysi s ,  see 
Fig . 1 )  that address the need for long analysis records with a 
frozen system ( Kistler et al , 199 1 ,  Kalnay and Jenne , 199 1 ) . 
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Fig .- 1 :  Schematic of the proposed strategy for CDAS and Re­
analysis . 

The Cl imate Data Assimilation System ( CDAS ) , due to become 
operational in 199 3 , will be a a high resolution T126-28 levels 
"post-analysis" , performed a week after real time , coupled with 
an ocean data assimilation system ( Leetmaa and Ji , 198 9 ) , and 
with the use of delayed data , and a time interpolation component 
of the complex qual ity control . 

The CDAS , developed in collaboration with GFDL , will provide a 
frozen analysis for cl imate use starting in 199 3 . A Reanalysis 
Proj ect , in collaboration with NCAR, will provide a longer 
cl imate record . Two reanalyses are planned : one performed with a 
fast T62 system , starting in 1958 , will produce 3 5  years of 
reanalysis , and will be executed .between 1993 and 1995 if the 
computer and other resources are available . The second 
reanalysis , performed with a system identical to the CDAS , wil l  
perform a reanalysis from 1979 to the beginning o f  the 
operational CDAS . This reanalysis/CDAS will be executed during 
1996-1999 , and will provide a coupled ocean-atmosphere frozen 
analysis for almost 2 0  years . 

6 .  Conclusions 

The use of global atmospheric analyses to estimate variations of 
angular momentum , and hence the length of the day , has had 
remarkably successful results , as discussed in this conference . 
However , the qual ity of the estimation has been impaired to some 
extent by deficiencies in the global analysis and forecast 
systems . Especially important is the fact that improvements in 
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the model s  and methods of analysis have resulted in perceived 
changes of the angular momentum as well as other parameters . In 
addition , the problem of spin-up affects quite seriously the 
operational analyses , since· the model is constantly making 6-hour 
.forecasts . 

Two programs of the National Meteorological Center should make 
maj or contributions to solving these problems : a )  the 
implementation of a variational analysis ( Spectral statistical 
Interpolation , SSI ) has improved the tropical analysis , 
el iminated the need for normal mode initial ization , and reduced 
substantially the spin-up . b) The NNC Reanalysis/CDAS proj ect , 
which includes a very long ( 3 5  years) homogeneous reanalysis with 
a state-of-the-art system , should provide a substantial solution 
to the problem of spurious perceived changes . 
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DEVELOPMENTS AT 1HE SUB-BUREAU FOR ATMOSPHERIC ANGULAR MOMENTUM 

OF TIIE IERS 

David A. Salstein - Atmospheric and Environmental Research, Inc. 

840 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, MA 02139 

Deirdre M. Kann - Climate Analysis Center, National Meteorological 

Center, Washington, DC 20233 

I. INTRODUCTION 

It is widely accepted that the atmosphere plays a vital role in exciting small but measurable changes 

in the earth's rotation because of exchanges of angular momentum within the earth-atmosphere 

system. Variations in the earth orientation vector are detected by VLBI and other techniques, and 

are reckoned as changes in the length of day (its axial component) and in the wobble, or motions of 

the pole (its equatorial components). Given the importance of the changes in length of day and 

polar motion to understanding earth dynamics and precise deep-space and terrestrial navigation, the 

geodesy community needs to monitor series of atmospheric angular momentum values and their 

forecasts. Because such data are routineiy available only from the large meteorological centers, the 

International Earth Rotation Service (IERS) invited the U.S. National Meteorological Center 

(NMC) to organize a Sub-bureau for Atmospheric Angular Momentum (SBAAM). The SBAAM 

has been formally operating under the direction of A. J. Miller of NOAA/National Meteorological 

Center/Climate Analysis Center since October 1989. The organizational structure of the SBAAM 

within the IERS, and operations of the Sub-bureau are highlighted in Figs. 1 and 2. 

The functions of the SBAAM are to collect, distribute, archive, and analyze earth orientation­

related atmospheric data from a number of weather centers. Participating meteorological centers 

besides NMC are the United Kingdom Meteorological Office (UKMO), the European Centre for 

Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), and the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA). The 

SBAAM has designed a system for retrieving data in as near real time as possible to permit their 

use for purposes requiring rapid access. The NMC data are produced on site, and are available 

quickly, and the UKMO data are rapidly transmitted to the SBAAM on the Global 

Telecommunications System (GTS). For the ECMWF and the JMA, the centers that are not yet 

contributing data to the SBAAM by rapid access, we are in the process of arranging that transmittal 

on the GTS. 
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Routine access to Sub-bureau files through a dial-up system at NMC is available to the scientific 

community. A set of user notes to support this service is available from the Sub-bureau. 

Several research areas are underway at the SBAAM as related to the time series of earth oriellltation­

related quantities. First, we actively compare the analysis quantities from the several weath�r 

centers, and note disagreements, discontinuities, and other problems. Secondly, we are assessing 

the skill of forecasts of the atmospheric excitation parameters. Also, we are comparir.g different 

definitions of the world ocean for the purpose of defining the oceanic response to a'!1llospheric 

pressure loading, often known as the inverted barometer (IB) response. 

In the next section, we discuss the parameters that are archived by the Sub-bureau. Compariso:1S 

and forecast assessments are presented in section III. 

II. SBAAM PARAMETERS 

Effective atmospheric angular momentum (EAAM) functions are described by Barnes et al. (1983), 

who related atmospheric motions and mass distribution to earth rotation and polar motion. (Fig. 3) 

The fU'St two functions, Xl and X2, the equatorial components, are associated with the excitation of 

polar motion. The axial component, X3' is involved with changes in the length of day. The 

functions can be further partitioned into contributions by wind (W) and pressure (P). The 

calculation of wind contributions involves the computation of integrals over the depth of the 

atmosphere, which varies in the global models. Therefore, wind contributions to a set pressure, 

the 100 millibar level, as well as to the top of each meteorological model, wer.e desired so that 

values from the various centers could be compared · more accurately. Changes in the mass 

distribution, and hence the moment of inertia, of the atmosphere, are closely related to i.ts two­

dimensional surface pressure field. The pressure-related components fron the cen�ers can be 

compared without regard to the vertical construction of the model. A key issue is the exte:.1t to 

which an equilibrium response of the ocean modifies the changes in the pressure distribution felt 

by the solid earth. At certain time scales, this IB response acts to reduce the equivalent angular 

momentum fluctuations of the atmosphere. Because the IB exists to at least a certain extent, 

calculations with this IB correction are perfonned in parallel to the regular pressure terms. 

Other meteorological parameters are included in the Sub-bureau files. Zonal mean zonal wind, 

from which the X3 tenn can be calculated, and zonal mean temperatures, whose gradients are 

related to overall zonal winds, are SBAAM analysis fields. Routine specification of the mass 
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distribution of the atmosphere, expressed in a low-order spherical harmonic expansion, is 

important in the study of various problems in geodynamics and geodesy, including the effects of 

mass redistribution on satellite orbits. Therefore, these coefficients are also SBAAM fields. 

Two files, an analysis file and a forecast file, were specified by the Sub-bureau for archiving. A 

complete list of Sub-bureau files is given in Fig. 4. The analysis file is calculated twice daily (00 

hr and 12 hr UTC). Additional files are being prepared at the Sub-bureau for research purposes. 

Forecasts of zonal mean zonal winds out to the longest lead times fonns one such file. Analyses 

using several definitions of the world ocean for the purpose of calculating the m correction fonns 

two other files. 

ITI. Research results from the SBAAM 

Fig. 5 shows the analysis values of EAAM components for the period since October 1989 from 

NMC and JMA, the two meteorological centers that supply the full set of SBAAM quantities. We 

note ·some salient features here. The wind tenns are integrated to the top model level of each 
� . . . . 

center; therefore, they can be somewhat different. This difference can be noticed in the strength of 
. . . - -

the seasonal cycle in some components, especially the X3-wind term. Despite these differences, 

general agreement exists among the values from the centers. Such agreement can be analyzed by 

an empirical orthogonal function analysis (e.g., Salstein et al., 1983), which picks out the common 

variability present in a number of series. Also the mean values in some pressure-related tenns vary 

with center due to the different orography models used by each center. A jump in the NMC 

pressure tenns in March 1991 due to model changes is clearly evident, and should be removed 

when using these results. 

An example of forecast errors computed from the ECMWF system for 3- 5- and 10000y lead times 

is shown in Fig. 6. Comparisons with a persistence based forecast are also depicted. For the X3-

wind tenn, a notable bias in the earlier part of the period exists. This is apparently related to 

excessive forecasts of tropical easterly zonal winds within the ECMWF model, whose errors were 

reduced with the introduction of evaporative terms in May 1990. Similar results with the NMC 

system showed a negative bias as well (Rosen et al, 1991). Assessment of forecast skills (Rosen 

et al., 1987) is given in Fig. 7 for selected tenns for the three centers that provide forecasts. The 

measure of skill, S, which can range from any negative value to a relatively perfect 100%, involves 

a comparison of the mean-square errors from both the forecast model and persistence-based 

forecasts. The presence of the bias in the X3-wind tenn, was accounted for by its removal. The 

skills are positive out to ten days (with one minor exception) for all three centers. 
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At present, we have compared some versions of the inverted barometer formulation. The issue we 

are testing is what difference the definition of the world ocean makes on the magnitude of the m 
response. As one motivation for the study, Ponte et at (1991) have demonstrated that parts of the 

ocean farthest from the center of the open ocean obey the m response the least. Therefore, parallel 

runs to create the Sub-bureau parameters were performed for an ocean without the Arctic, and 

without the Arctic and the inland seas. Results for the X 1 and X2 parameters are given in Fig. 8. 

There is some some difference among the IB versions, but of lesser magnitude than the difference 

between any � formulation and the non-IB model. This is an ongoing effort, and the optimal 

representation of the ocean for the IB formulation in an operational setting has not yet been 

resolved. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Work at AER was sponsored by the NOAA Climate and Global Change Program under gran� 

NA89AA-D-AC202 and by EOS Project of NASA through Contract NAS5-33010. 

REFERENCES 

Barnes, R.T.H., R. Hide, A.A. White, and C.A. Wilson, 1983: Atmospheric angular momentum 

fluctuations, length-of-day changes and polar motion. Proc. Roy. Soc. Lond. A, 387, 31-73. 

Ponte, R.M., D.A. Salstein, and R.D. Rosen, 1991 :  Sea level response to pressure forcing in a 

barotropic numerical model, J. Phys. Oceanog., 21, 1043-1057. 

Rosen, R.D., D.A. Salstein, T. Nehrkorn, M.R.P. McCalla, A.J. Miller, J.O. Dickey, T.M. 

Eubanks, and J.A. Steppe, 1987: Medium-range numerical forecasts of atmospheric angular 

momentum. Mon. Wea. Rev., 115, 2170-2175. 

Rosen, R.D., D.A. Salstein, and T. Nehrkorn, 1991 :  Predictions of zonal wind and angular 

momentum by the NMC medium-range forecast model during 1985-1989, Mon. Wea. Rev., 119, 

208-217. 

Salstein, D.A., R.D. Rosen, and J.P. Peixoto, 1983: Modes of variability in annual hemispheric 

water vapor and transport fields, J. Atmos. Sci., 40, 788-803. 

231 



I ERS 
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Fig. 1. ORGANIZATION OF TIlE IERS. The International Earth Rotation 
Service, whose. Central Bureau is housed at the Observatory of Paris, is concerned with the 
earth's orientation and reference frames. It combines and analyzes earth rotation data from 
coordinating centers which develop data from VLBI and other advanced techniques. The 
Rapid Service Sub-bureau provides some of these data to users who need it quickly. The 
Sub-bureau for Atmospheric Angular Momentum (SBAAM), housed at NMC, collects and 
supplies relevant atmospheric data to the Central Bureau. 
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Fig. 2. OPERA nONS OF THE SBAAM. The SBAAM receives data in either 
real-time or delayed mode from participating meteorological centers and supplies it to 
interested users. Additional analyses and evaluations Qf the Sub-bureau data are taking 
place at Atmospheric and Environmental Research, Inc., (AER) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
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vP = -l.OOR4 f fp sin ..J.. cos2 ..J.. cos A dl d..J.. "-1 (C-A)g S 'P 'P 'P 

Xr! - O(��1)� J J J (u sin 4> cos 4> cos A - v cos 4> sin A) d.� dq, dp 
Xp 

= - 1 .00 R4 f fp sin ..J.. cos2 � sin A dA dq, 2 (C-A)g S 0/ 0/ 

x"f - O(��1)� f f f (u sin q, cos q, sin A + v cos q, cos A) d.\ dq, dp 
xf - O.'�:4 f f Ps cos3 q, dA dq, 

Xr' - c1fi� f f I U cos2 4J d� d4J dp 

R = radius of earth g = acceleration of gravity 

C = axial moment of inenia of earth u = zonal wind 

A = equatorial moment of inertia of earth v = meridional wind 

p ... pre.�sure 

� = Jz.titude 

� = longitude 
o = mean roration rate of earth p. = surface pressure 

Fig. 3. Formulas for the Xt, X2, and X3 components according to Barnes et all. 
(1983). The X 1 and X2 terms are dependent on wavenumber- l hannoni=£ of winds and 
pressures, whereas X3 depends on their zonal means. 

SBAAM Parameters 
--

Analysis Parameters Specification 

AAM Equatorial Xl. X2 Hemispheric values for wind, 

AAM Axial X3 pressure & pressure .. i.t:. 

Zonal Mean Zonal Winds 5 "  latitude intervals, 

Zonal Mean Temperatures 1 2  mandatory pressure IElvels 

Mean Surface Pressure global average 

Surface Pressure Coefficients triangular truncation to wave 4 
zonals only to wave 2 0  

Forecast Parameters Specification 

AAM Equatorial Xi. X2 Global forecast values at 1 2 ··h 

AAM Axial X3 intervals to 1 0  days for 
wind, pressure, pressure + i.b. 

Fig. 4. Parameters that are collected, archived, and distributed by the S:lb-bureau. 
The three components of atmospheric angular momentum are related to wir.ds and surface 
pressure. The pressure terms may be modified by the oceanic inverted baro:neter (IB) 
effect, and so two forms are independently computed. Both analysis and forecast 
quantities are collected. Related parameters include the zonal mean winds and 
temperatures, and mean values and spectral coefficients of the surface press\!re field 
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Fig. 6. Forecast errors of 1.3 W at 3, 5, and 10 days in non-dimensional units for 
model- and persistence-based forecasts from ECMWF. 
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Fig. 7. A comparison of skills from model-based forecasts, out to 10 days, for �lP, 12P and 13 W, the terms most responsible for their respective component's earth rotation 
excitation, from NMC, UKMO, and ECMWF. The skill, S of these pressure and wind 
terms, is defined by the formula above where op and Of are the rms errors of the 
persistence and model forecasts respectively. Biases have been removed from the 13 W 

terms in the lower right hand panel. Skill of a consensus forecast, defined as the mean of 
the centers' forecasts, is given for the 13 W term. 

236 



I M PA C T  O F  I NV E R TE D  BAR O M E TE R  D E FI N IT I O N  

6 �---+------------------------------------·-----, 

5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
o 

- 1  
- 2  
- 3  
- 4  
2 5  
24 
2 3  

2 2  
2 1  
2 0  
1 9  
1 8  
1 7 . 

1 6  

X �IB 

--- OCEANS+SEAS+ARCTIC - - - OCEANS 

---- OCEANS SEAS NO I.B. 

, 

\ I 

r 

1 5;---.--.---r--.---r--'---'--.---.---r-�--� JAN 

Fig. 8. Values of the global Xl  and X2 pressure tenns resulting from three world 
ocean definitions. as described in text, for the inverted barometer (IB). and for the pressure 
tenns without the inverted barometer model. for 1990. Units are non-dimensional. 
multiplied by 10-7. 
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THE RUNNING RMS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LENGTH-OF-DAY AND 
VARIOUS MEASURES OF ATMOSPHERIC ANGULAR MOMENTUM 

R. S. Gross, 1. A. Steppe, and 1. O. Dickey 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
California Institute of Technology 
4800 Oak Grove Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91109-8099 
USA 

ABSTRACf. The axial component of the Earth's atmospheric angular momentum (AAM) has 
been shown, in general, to be highly correlated with changes in the length-of-day (lod). Estimates 
of the atmosphere's angular momentum are currently produced by the National Meteorological 
Center (NMC) in the United States, the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts 
(ECMWF) in the United Kingdom, the United Kingdom Meteorological Office (UKMO), and the 
Japanese Meteorological Agency (JMA). Even though each center has access to the same raw 
meteorological data, the subsequent data selection, processing and assimilation procedures 
followed by each center are different. Furthermore, each center produces a number of estimates of 
the AAM under different procedures and assumptions (such as with and without the inverted 
barometer correction). Thus, there are a variety of measures of the AAM available, not only from 
different centers, but also from each center. This study individually compares the available AAM 
series to the lod as a means of determining which series most closely represents (in an rms sense) 
the 100 at any given time. 

The length-of-day data set used in this study is one produced at JPL resulting from a 
Kalman filter-based approach to combining and analyzing independent observations of UTI.  The 
AAM and lod data sets are first pre-processed, removing (when necessary) step-like offsets from 
the AAM data sets caused by model changes, and removing a two year running average from the 
100 data set as a means of removing the long-term, decadal, lod variations of (presumably) non­
atmospheric origin. The root-mean-square (rms) difference between the lod and some AAM data 
set is then computed within a sliding window having fixed length of 365 days. These results 
indicate that the rms difference between the lod and any of the measures of the AAM (no matter 
how the data sets are processed) is time variable, and that the particular AAM series that is closest 
to the lod at any given time changes with time. But, in general, the JMA "analysis" and ECMWF 
"zero hour forecast" results are closer to the lod than similarly determined results from the other 
centers. This finding may result from the fact that the JMA "analysis" and ECMWF "zero hour 
forecast" results are computed by integrating the atmospheric wind term to a greater height than is 
done for the other results. 

1 .  Introduction 

On time scales of less than a few years, fluctuations in the axial component of the atmosphere's 
angular momentum have been shown to be highly correlated with variations in the Earth's length­
of-day [e.g., Barnes et ai., 1983; Rosen and Saistein, 1983, 1985; Rosen et ai., 1984; Eubanks et 
al., 1985; Morgan et al., 1985; Hide and Dickey, 1991]. Estimates of the atmosphere's angular 
momentum are produced from the output of atmospheric general circulation models operated for 
weather prediction purposes [Hide, 1989b; Arpe, 1990; Kann and Salstein, 1990; Naito et al., 
1990]. Since the atmospheric angular momentum (AAM) is so highly correlated with the length-
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of-day (1od), we are presented with the opportunity of using the lod as a reference series against 
which the various AAM series currently available can be compared. This is u::1dertaken here as " 
means of evaluating the available AAM series in order to determine which is closest (in an rms 
sense) to the lod. This is done by computing the square root of the mean of the squares (rms) of 
the difference between an individual AAM series and the length-of-day within a sliding window of 
length 365 days. The questions to which answers are sought in a study such as this are: 1 )  Which 
center is producing AAM values closest to the lod? 2) Are AAM values valid at midnight closer to 
midnight lod values, or are noon AAM values closer to noon 100 values? 3) Are AAM "analysis" 
or "zero hour forecast" values closer to the lod'? 4) Does including the pressure term in the AAM 
computation yield values closer to the lod than just including the wind term? If so, does making 
the inverted barometer approximation yield values closer to the lod than not making this 
assumption? 

2 .  Data Sets and Pre-Processing 

The length-of-day data set used in this study is that produced at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory from 
a Kalman filter-based combination, smoothing, and interpolation of independent observations of 
the Earth's orientation [Eubanks, 1988; Morabito et al., 1988; Gross and Steppe, 1991a, 1991b] .  
In order to be able to compare midnight and noon AAM series to the length-of-day without needing 
to interpolate the AAM values, two lod series were generated, one containing daily values (without 
gaps) at midnight spanning June 21.0, 1976 to January '18.0, 1991,  and the other containing daily 
values (without gaps) at noon spanning June 20.5, 1976 to January 17 .5, 1991 .  Using the tidal 
model of Yoder et al. [1981], both long and short period tidal influences were removed from the 
UTI observations prior to Kalman flltering, thereby removing these tidal effects from the resulting 
lod series. The length-of-day exhibits fluctuations on decadal time scales that are thought to be 
caused by interactions between the Earth's core and mantle [e.g., Munk and MacDonald, 1960; 
Lambeck, 1980]. Since these long-period lod variations are not thought to be caused by the 
atmosphere, they were removed from the lod series by forming, and then removing, a two-year 
moving average of the lod series. 

The atmospheric angular momentum data sets used in this study are listed in Tables 1 and 
2. Table 1 gives some information about the "analysis" AAM data sets derived from the weather 
prediction models of the Japanese Meteorological Agency (JMA), the National Meteorological 
Center (NMC), the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), and the 
United Kingdom Meteorological Office (UKMO). Table 2 gives the same bformation for the 
"zero hour forecast" data sets derived from the NMC, ECMWF, and UKMO models (AAM 
forecasts are not currently available from the JMA model). In computing the atmospheric angular 
momentum, two integrals must be evaluated [e.g., Barnes et al., 1983] : 1) a wind :erm involving 
an integral of the atmospheric winds to some cutoff height, and 2) a pressure tenn involving ar. 
integral of the surface pressure field. In computing the pressure term, an assumption needs to be 
made as to the response of the oceans to changes in atmospheric pressure. The assumptions 
usually made are: 1)  that the oceans respond as an inverted barometer wherein the height of the 
ocean varies with the atmospheric pressure such that the pressure on the crust at the bottom of the 
ocean is constant, and 2) that the oceans respond as a rigid body fully transmitti::1g the atmospheric 
pressure variations to the oceanic crust. The entries in th� column labelled "invertec': barometer" in 
Tables 1 and 2 indicate whether the pressure term is computed assuming the inverted barometer 
approximation, assuming rigid oceans, or under both assumptions. The entries in the column 
labelled "wind cutoff height" in Tables 1 and 2 give the height (expressed as an atmospheric 
pressure level) to which the wind term is integrated for each data set. 

Prior to comparing these AAM data sets to the length-of-day, they were pre-processed in 
order to place them in a uniform format having the same units. The ECMWF "analysis" data sets 
valid at 9 UT were linearly interpolated to noon (12 UT) and the JMA "analysis" data sets valid at 6 
UT were linearly interpolated to both midnight (0 UT) and noon. Gaps in the AAM data sets were 
neither filled nor interpolated across. A scale factor of 9.80/9.8 1 was applied to the JMA values in 

239 



Proceedill,', AGU ChIlpml.lll COIl/erellce 011 Geodetic VLB1: MOllitori,., Global ChIllI,e April 22·26, 1991 Washington, D.C. 

TABLE 1.  "ANALYSIS" AAM DATA S.ETS 

ANALYSIS DATA DATA WIND CUTOFF INVERTED 
CENTER SPAN EPOCH HEIGHT BAROMETER 

>-

JMA 28SEP83-04DEC83 0 &  12 UT 10 mb with & without 
JMA 12DEC83-30JUN86 6 UT 10 mb with & without 
JMA 01JUL86-30JUN90 0 &  12 UT 10 mb with & without 

· NMC 01JUL76-29AUG83 O UT 50 mb with & without 
NMC 30AUG83-28FEB91 0 &  12 UT 50 mb with & without 

ECMWF OlDEC79-30NOV80 12 UT 50 mb without 
ECMWF 01DEC8G-15MAR82 O UT 50 mb without 
ECMWF 16MAR82-29FEB84 12 UT 50 mb without 
ECMWF 01�R84-15MAR84 O UT 50 mb without 
ECMWF 16MAR84-31MA Y87 12 UT 50 mb without 
ECMWF OlJUN87-3IJAN88 9 UT  50 mb without 

UKMO OlMA Y83-01 NOV86 O UT 30 mb without 

TABLE 2. "ZERO HOUR FORECAST" AAM DATA SETS 

ANALYSIS DATA DATA WIND CUTOFF INVERTED 
CENTER SPAN EPOCH HEIGHT BAROMETER 

JMA 

NMC lONOV85-01APR91 O UT 100 mb wind only 
NMC 020CT89-0 1 APR9 1 O UT 50 mb with & without 

ECMWF OlJAN86-31DEC87 12 UT near 10 mb without 
ECMWF OlJAN88-3lJAN91 0 &  12 UT near 10 mb without 

UKMO 27NOV86-07FEB91 0 &  12 UT near 2S mb without 

order to change the value of the gravitational acceleration used in detennining the JMA AAM values 
to be the same as that used in computing the AAM values from the other weather prediction models 
[Naito et al., 1987]. Finally, obvious model-induced step-like changes in the AAM series were 
removed. 

Atmospheric models are developed at the JMA, NMC, ECMWF, and UKMO for the 
purposes of weather prediction. Modifications are being continually made to these models in order J 
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to improve their weather prediction ability. Some of these improvements may affect the resulting 
AAM. values, introducing step-like changes in the AAM. series at the time the model modification is 
implemented. These step-like changes in the AAM series need to be removed prior to comparing 
the AAM series to the lod. Step-like changes were found by differencing an individual AAM series 
with a simple average of all other, similarly computed AAM series, thereby forming a residua�. 
series. IT no other AAM series was available (such as prior to 1979), then the residual series was 
formed by differencing the AAM series with the lod. ' In this manner, obvious step-like changes 
were found in the ECMWF "analysis" series at March 31 .5, 1981 ,  April 21 .0, 1983, February 
1 .0, 1984, and May 1 .0, 1985, and in the NMC "analysis" series at May 28.25, Ig86 and August 
12.25, 1987. These dates correspond to dates of known changes to the models &t these centers 
[Salstein, 1988; Hide, 1989a]. The step-like offsets were removed from the AAM series by fitting 
separate smoothing splines [Reinsch, 1967, 1971] to the AAM residual on either side of the step. 
The offset of the smoothing splines at the time of the model change yields the estimate of the step 
amplitude which was then added to the AAM values prior to the'time of the step. For the purposes 
of the spline fit, the AAM uncertainty was assumed to be 0.03 ms and the s?lines were fit to the 
AAM residual values such that the reduced chi-square of the fit was one. 

3 . Approach 

Each available AAM data set is compared, individually, to the length-of-daY. Midnight AAM data 
sets are compared to the midnight lod series, and noon AAM data sets are compared to the noon 
100 series. The comparison is done in the time domain by forming the root-mean-square (rms) of 
the difference of the AAM and lod data sets within a window of length 365 days. The rms is 
computed only if the total number of missing data points within the window is less than 10% of the 
window's length. A window length of 365 days was chosen as a compromise between forming a 
localized estimate (i.e., having a small window length) and producing a reasor,ably smooth result 
(Le., lJ,aving a large window length). The resulting rms value is time-tagged at the mid-point of the 
window. By sliding the window down the time series one day at a time, repeating the rms 
computation at each window position, a time history is obtained of the rms difference between the 
AAM series and the length-of-day. :. 

The mean of the differenced series within the window was removed prior to fonning the 
rms, so that the standard deviation of the AAM-Iod difference is actually being calculated. The 
window was demeaned in order to localize the effects on the nns calculation of step-like changes in 
the AAM series induced by changes to the weather prediction models used to produce the AAM 
estimates. Visibly obvious step-like changes in the AAM series were detected a::td removed as 
described above. However, there may be additional step-like changes which escaped detection and 
were therefore not removed from the AAM series. This possibility was accounted for here by 
demeaning the differenced series within the window at each window position. In this manner, the 
effect of any step-like changes in the AAM values is localized to the windows within which that 
step-like change occurs, and does not affect the rms computation at previous or subsequent times. 
Note that only the mean has been removed from within each window. No seasonal tenns have 
been removed, either from within each individual window, or from the series as a whole. 

4 .  Results, Discussion and Conclusions 

Figures 1-6 show plots of the resulting running nns difference between the atmospheric angular 
momentum and the length-or-day. Figures 1 ,  2, 3, and 4 show the results for the UKMO, 
ECMWF, NMC. and JMA "analysis" AAM values, respectively, and Figures 5 and 6 show the 
results for the UKMO and ECMWF "zero hour forecast" AAM values, respectively. There are no 
UKMO "analysis" AAM values at noon (Table 2) and the overlap of the filtered 100 series (long 
period terms removed) with the NMC "zero hour forecast" AAM series computed by including the 
pressure term is less than the window length of 365 days (results for the 100 mb wind only term 
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Fig. 1 .  Running rms of the difference between the length-of-day and AAM "analysis" results from 
the United Kingdom Meteorological Office. 

are shown in Figure 10). Each figure shows results for the running rms of the AAM-lod difference 
in which, where available, the AAM has been computed under different assumptions (wind term 
only, wind term plus pressure term computed without the inverted barometer approximation, wind 
tenn plus pressure term computed with the inverted barometer approximation). 

For the UKMO AAM "analysis" results (Figure 1), it is clear that computing the AAM by 
including the pressure term without the invened barometer approximation results in an AAM series 
that is closer to the length-of-day (in an rms sense) than by computing it from the wind term only. 
For most of the time, this is also true for the ECMWF "analysis" results (Figure 2). But there are 
periods of time (e.g., mid-1986) wherein computing the ECMWF "analysis" AAM from only the 
wind term results in AAM values closer to the length-of-day. The situation is less clear for the 
NMC and JMA "analysis" results (Figures 3 and 4, respectively). For a good part of the time it 
appears that computing the AAM from only the wind term yields values furthest from the lod, but 
there are periods of time (e.g., mid-1988 for the NMC, Figure 3; mid-1985 for the JMA, Figure 4) 
where this is not true. As for the question about whether or not computing the pressure term with 
the inverted barometer approximation yields AAM values closer to the lod, this appears to be true 
for only part of the time for the NMC (Figure 3) and JMA (Figure 4) "analysis" results. Finally, 
for the most part, the midnight and noon "analysis" results are identical (Figures 3 and 4). There is 
vinuaUy no difference between the midnight and noon wind only results for both the NMC and 
JMA, but there appear to be some differences between the midnight and noon results in which the 
AAM is calculated by including the pressure term {whether or not the inverted barometer 
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approximation is made; e.g., during 1987 for the NMC, Figure 3; during 1987 for the JMA, 
Figure 4). For the most recent time period (post-1989) for both the NMC and JMA "analysis" 
results, computing the AAM by including the pressure term with the inverted barometer 
approximation yields values closer to the lod than computing it by including the pressure term 
without the inverted barometer approximation, which is in turn closer than computing it from only 
the wind term. 

For the UKMO "zero hour forecast" results (Figure 5), the midnight and noon results are 
virtually identical, and no conclusion can be reached about whether or not including the pressure 
term in the AAM calculation results in values clos�r to the length-of-day. For about half of the time 
this seems to be the case, but not for the rest of the time. The situation with the ECMWF "zero 
hou� forecast" results (Figure 6) is very similar to that of the UKMO "zero hour forecast" results. 

The rest of the figures show the .same results, but in different combinations in order to 
facilitate their intercomparison for purposes of determining which AAM series is closest to the lod. 
Figures 7-1 1  show plots of the running rms of the AAM-lod difference in which the AAM is 
computed from only the wind term (Figure 7 for "analysis" results, Figure 10 for "zero hour 
forecast" results), the wind term plus the pressure term without the inverted barometer 
approximation (Figure 8 for "analysis" results, Figure 11 for "zero hour forecast" results), and the 
wind term plus the pressure term with the inverted . barometer approximation (Figure 9 for 
"analysis" results). In general. for the "analysis" results (Figures 7-9), it appears that the JMA 
results are closer to ·the lod than the others (although there are periods of time when results from 
other weather prediction centers are closer), and for the "zero hour forecast" results (Figures lO­
l l) it is clear that the ECMWF values are closest to the lod. 

In Figures 12 and 13, the ECMWF tlzero hour forecast" results are compared to similarly 
computed "analysis" results. Figure 12 compares the results when the AAM is computed from 
only the wind term, and it is seen that for most of the time the ECMWF "zero hour forecast" results 
are closer to the lod than are the JMA or NMC "analysis" results. Figure 13 compares the results 
when the AAM is computed by also including the pressure term without the inverted barometer 
approximation, and it is seen that in the later time period (post-mid-1988), the ECMWF "zero hour 
forecast" results are again closest to the lod, although before this the JMA "analysis" results seem 
to be (in general) closest to the lod. 

From Figures 7-9 it appears to be generally true that the JMA "analysis" results are closer 
to the lod than similarly computed "analysis" results from the other weather prediction centers, and 
from Figure 9 this is clearly seen to be the case when the AAM values are computed by including 
the pressure term with the inverted barometer approximation. From Figure 4, since 1987 it is clear 
that the JMA "analysis" results computed by including the pressure term with the inverted 
barometer approximation yields results closer to the length-of-day than by computing it with only 

. the wind term, or without the inverted barometer approximation. From Figures 10 and 1 1  it is 
clear that the ECMWF "zero hour forecast" results are closer to the lod than similarly computed 
"zero hour forecast" results from the other weather prediction centers [from Figure 6 it is not clear 
whether including the pressure term (without the inverted barometer approximation) yields 
ECMWF "zero hour forecast" results that are closer to the lod than not including it]. As an attempt 
to compare the "best" "analysis" results with the "best" "zero hour forecast" results, Figure 14 
plots the running rms of the AAM-lod difference for the IMA "analysis" results computed by 
including the pressure term with the inverted barometer approximation, along with the ECMWF 
"zero hour forecast" results computed by including the pressure term without the inverted 
barometer approximation (note that for this purpose the ECMWF "zero hour forecast" wind only 
results could just as well have been plotted instead). As can be seen, during the later time period 
(post-mid-1988), the ECMWF results are closest to the lod, but the JMA results are closer at earlier 
time periods. 

In summary, these results indicate that the AAM "analysis" series closest to the length-of­
day (in an rms sense) are the JMA results, and the AAM "zero hour forecast" series closest to the 
lod are the ECMWF results. From Tables 1 and 2 it is seen that these two AAM results are 
computed by integrating the atmospheric wind term to a greater height than is done for the other 
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results. Thus, it is likely that these two results are the closest to the lad since they are computed by 
including more of the atmospheric winds than are included in the other results. 
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High Time Resolution Measurements of Earth Rotation 

ABSTRACT 

J. O. Dickey 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
California Institute of Technology 

Pasadena, CA 91109·8099 USA 

High time resolution measurements of Earth rotation and atmospheric angular momentum 
(AAM) and their interpretation have been proposed as a major research thrust for the 1990s. 
A campaign is planned to obtain these measurements utilizing all space geodetic techniques 
and to collect the best available complementary geophysical, oceanographic and 
atmospheric data. This paper highlights its motivation and scientific benefits and briefly 
discusses its plans. 

INTRODUCTION 

High time resolution measurements of Earth rotation and atmospheric angular momentum 
(AAM) and their interpretation has been proposed as a major research area for the 1990s, 
both by the workshop held at Erice in 1988 on the "Interdisciplinary Role of Space 
Geodesy" (Mueller and Zerbini, 1989) and by the NASA Workshop on Geodynamics and 
Geology held in July 1989 to plan NASA Solid Earth Science Programs for the coming 
decade (Dickey et al., 1991). The NASA Crustal Dynamics Project VLBI group at 
Goddard Space Flight Center conducted a first Extended Research and Development 
Experiment (ERDE) in October, 1989 designed to obtain high-time resolution 
measurements of the Earth's orientation by the VLBI technique and to test improvements in 
the VLBI measurement system (Clark et al., 1990). These special sessions were 
coordinated with the normal IRIS-A measurements. A campaign has been proposed to 
involve 'all space geodetic techniques and obtain the best available complementary 
geophysical, oceanographic and atmospheric data. The coordination will be effected 
through the International Earth Rotation Service. 

MOTIVATION AND SCIENTIFIC BENEFITS 

The scientific benefits to be obtained from this campaign include increased understanding 
of the properties and origin of short-period fluctuations in the Earth's orientation, 
improvements to the tidal model at sub-monthly periods, and improved ability to predict 
changes in the Earth's rotation up to a month in advance. A goal here is to obselVe and 
understand the interactions of the atmosphere and ocean with the rotational dynamics of the 
Earth, and their contributions to the excitation of Earth rotation variations over time scales 
of hours to months. At these frequencies, a number of geophysical processes are thought 
to be capable of affecting the Earth's rotation, including atmospheric wind and pressure 
changes, oceanic current and sea level changes, oceanic and solid Earth tidal motions, and 
seismic motions. High-frequency measurements, and complementary analyses, can be 
expected to lead to delineation of short-period tidal, atmospheric, oceanic, and seismic 
effects on length-of-day (LaD) and polar motion. These in tum will improve our 
understanding of broad-band wobble excitation processes, fluid-core resonance 
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characteristics, and mechanisms of oceanic/atmospheric coupling to the solid Earth. 

In particular, the Earth's angular momentum budget (both axial and non-axial) can be 
examined at high frequencies. Recent studies have found significant coherence between 
modem estimates of LOD and AAM down to about 14 days (Dickey et al., 1989,· Rosen et 
al., 1990). The high-frequency limit of the relationship between LOD and AAM is an area 
of current active research and is central to our understanding of the Earth's angular 
momentum budget No significant lags or leads at the few day level have been established, 
indicating little or no non-tidal contribution from the oceans. However, the ocean via the 
mechanism of barotropic waves could contribute on time scales of a few days to the Earth's 
angular momentum budget (Ponte, 1990). Hence, a comparison of AAM and LOD at these 
high frequencies could uncover the ocean's role and further elucidate our understanding of 
the interaction between the solid Earth and the atmosphere. This would allow the role of 
atmosphere and oceans in the Earth orientation variations at high frequencies to be 
quantified. The appropriateness of the inverted barometer approximation at high 
frequencies could be investigated, and the respective roles of mountain torque and wind 
stress in solid Earth-atmosphere interaction could be examined. 

In addition, the International Earth Rotation Service (IERS) is interested in evaluating the 
ability of the Global Positioning System (GPS) to recover Earth rotation parameters. Since 
the GPS technique is thought to be able to recover accurate Earth rotation parameters at 
sub-daily sampling intervals, this campaign should focus on high-time resolution 
measurements of Earth orientation. In order to facilitate intercompariso�s of results 
obtained by the GPS technique and the other space-geodetic techniques it is important for 
the Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) and satellite/lunar laser ranging (SLR and 
LLR) systems to be major panicipants in this campaign and that measurements be 
coordinated. 

PLANS 

Two types of campaigns are proposed: two short duration campaigns in 1991 and a main 
campaign in 1992. The first short campaign coincides with the large GPS experiment, 
known variously as CASA DOS or GIG '91 ,  which was conducted from J�uary 22, 1991 
through February 13, 1991 .  A global network of over 140 GPS receivers was deployed, 
many of which were collocated at VLBI and SLR sites. The second short campaign takes 
place in May or June, 1991. This would allow for observing sessions in both Northern 
Hemisphere Winter and Summer, analogous to those of FGGE [First GARP (Global 
Atmospheric Research Program) Global Experiment]. During these short campaigns in 
1991,  no special measurements were requested of the space-geodetic techniques, but the 
meteorological centers have been requested to produce their AAM results at intervals of six 
hours and, in addition, to provide estimates of the surface torques. It should be noted that 
a high density of Earth rotation measurements are already planned through the existing 
NA VNET and IRIS/POLARIS scheduling. Mter the analysis of results from these short 
campaigns of 1991, measurement needs for the major campaign will be assessed as well. 

The main campaign should be held in 1992; coordination will be sought with the GPS 
experiment planned for Summer 1992 by the mRS and the proposed IGS (International 
GPS Service) as well as with the intemational laser tracking network. During the main 
campaign both the UARS (Upper Atmosphere Research Satellite) and the ERS-I should be 
providing complementary atmospheric infonnation; sea-surface stresses should be available 
from the ERS- 1 scatterometer. 
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MOUNTAIN AND SURFACE STRESS TORQUES 
iN NMC ANALYSES 

Glenn H . - White 
Development Division 

Nat ional Meteorological Center 
National Weather Service/NOAA 

Washington , D . C .  2 0 2 3 3  

This study examines the exchange o f  angular momentum 
between the atmosphere and the earth ' s  surface . Torques 
exerted on the atmosphere "by p�essure differences across 
mountains and by frict ion with "the" earth ' s surface are 
calculated from global atmosp�eric analyses produced 4 times 
a day at NMC as initial states for numerical weath�r 
forecasts . The approach here foll ows that of Swinbank 
( 1 9 8 5 )  and Boer ( 1 9 9 0 ) . " 

Atmospheric angular m�mentum, m,  can be written as : 

( I ) 
where Jt i s  the earth ' s  rotation rate , u is zonal wind , a is 
the radius of the earth , ,;, latitu�e and � longitude . The 
rate of change of angular momentum is given by : 

Dt1! - - ,J !If _ 9 J C'  CJ cos ,;,  P i  - c> l\ 
" 

dp " 
where 3f i s  geopotential , p pressur� , g .the acceleration of 
gravity and 1:'the zonal component of shearing stress . 
Vertically integrating anQ. zona1ly averaging ( 2 )  yield"s : 

where Z i s  geopotential height , � is surface pres sure ,  Z �  
surface height , v meridional wind and �* the zonal co�ponent 
of surface friction . 
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Mountain torque for a given lati tude bel t d?  is 
calculated as : 

�here th7 sum in (4a)  is  over longitude and the second sum 
1n (4b )  1S over the model ' s  vertical layers . The NMC model 
uses a .  sigma (0- = p\� ) ve�tica� �oord��ate . T��. i s  the 
temper�ture of the kth sigma layer . The total global mounta1n torque is : 

. 

where ( )  indicates a gl�bal average value . A pos itive 
torque indicates a loss of westerly angular momentum by the 
atmosphere to the earth . · 

Surface stress torque for a latitude bel t ,c.p is : 

Qp = q �cos �� � 9 � �iC-� � (t ) 
. . . 

The total torque on the atmosphere by surface stress is : 

( 7 )  
The NMC global spectral model had triangular truncation 

to wavenumber 8 0  in Jan . 1991 (MRF89 ) i  this increased to 
1 2 6  in early March (MRF9 1 ) . The model has parameterizat ions 
of gravity wave drag , deep and shallow convection ,  long and 
short wave radiation, and model diagnosed clouds . The model 
i s  more fully described in Kanamitsu ( 19 8 9 ) . The MRF89 used 
enhanced mountains in Jan . 19 9 1 ; MRF9 1 forecast s  have mean 
mountains . 

Mountain torques were calculated from initialized s igma 
analyses . The zonal derivative is taken in· spectral space ; 
the product of surface pressure and the derivative is 
calculated on the Gaussian grid appropriate for the spectral 
resolution ( 24 3  x 122 for T80 ,  3 84 x 190 for T12 6 )  and then 
transformed to a regular grid of the same dimensions where 
the zonal and global means were calculated . Calculation of 
mountain torque in the exact formulat ion of the model was 
·found to be essential . 

Equations (4a)  and (4b) give two different methods of 
calculating mountain torque . Previous studies have found 
substantial differences in mountain torque calculated by the 
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two methods . Fig . 1 compares the latitudinal distribution of 
mountain torque calculated by the two methods f�om 0 0 0  GMT 
analyses for Jan . 1 - 2 0 . The first method ( left ) uses 
orography and is given by (4a) i the second ( right ) uses 
heights and temperatures from each sigma layer and is given 
by ( 4b ) . The two methods give nearly identical results , 
indicating a high degree of precision in the procedure and 

. . .. analyses .u.�ed here . Results below are from the_ metl.l0d in 
equation (4a) . 

170 

130 130 

90 90 

-70 

-1 l0 -1 l 0  

-150.��������������� -150.��������������� 90 -90 90 

Fig . 1 Latitudinal distribution of mountain torque in . 01 Hadleys ( 1.0U3 Newton- meters ) / 1 . 5° lat itude t ram 0 0 0  GMT 
analyses for Jan . 1. - 2 0 ,  1. 9 9 1  calculated from ( left ) surface 
height and ( right ) geopotent ial heights on s igma levels . 

NMC· analyses contain realistic diurnal and· semidiurnal 
t ides . Fig . 2 contrasts the zonal distribution of mountain 

· torque for Jan . 1 9 9 1  as calculated from analyses for 000 GMT 
( dotted) and 1 2 0 0  GMT ( solid) . The two are equivalent in 
the Northern Hemisphere , but are quite different in the Southern Hemisphere where considerably more torque occurs at 
000 GMT . Thi s  could reflect a diurnal fluctuation in 
surface pressure over South America east of the Andes during 
the Southern Hemisphere summer . As a result most of the · 
f igures below are calculated from analyses every 6 hours . 

The effect of the March model change on mountain torque 
i s  shown in Fig . 3 where mountain torque for Jan . 2 0 - 29 ,  
1 9 9 1  was calculated from 000 GMT analyses by the T80 MRF89 

· with enhanced mountains ( sol id) and from ·000 GMT analyses by 
the T12 6  MRF9 1 with mean mountains ( dashed) . The 

. replacement of enhanced mountains by mean mountains lowered 
surface heights by as much as 4 0 0  m in the Andes and 
substant ial ly reduced mountain torque . The patterns of 
torque are similar . The model change had much less effect · 
on surface stress ,  as can be seen in Fig . 4 .  
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The surface stresses used here were calculated during 
the last hal f  of a s ix - hour forecast used to generate a 
" f irst guess " which is then merged with observed data to 
form an analysis . Surface stress in' the NMC model generally 
resembles the cl imatology of Hellerman and Rosenstein ( 19 83 ) 
over the oceans , although stresses associated with the 
tropical tradewinds may be sl ightly weak . Surface stress 
near 50S exceed cl imatological estimates in a region where 
the lack of data reduces conf idence in both analyses and 
cl imatologies . Over land the effect of gravity wave drag is 
included in surface stress . 

Fig . 5 displays the lat itudinal distribution of 
mountain and surface stress torques during Jan . 1 - 15 ,  Apr . 
6 - 19 ,  and June 14 - 24 ,  199 1 . Values for January are from T8 0 
analyses and correspond to approximately 1 . 5  degree latitude 
belts ; values for April and June from T12 6  analyses cover 1 
degree latitude belts . This difference alone makes values 
in Fig . 5 for April and June one - third less than values for 
January . Fig . 5 is generally similar to earlier resul ts by 
Swinbank ( 1 9 85 ) , Boer ( 1 9 9 0 ) , Wahr and Oort ( 19 84 ) , and 
Newton (1971 ) . 

. Strong positive mountain torques appear in the Northern 
Hemisphere midlatitudes in January and �pril ,  but are 
substantially weaker in June , when the Northern Hemisphere 
midlatitude winds are weaker . A substantial negat ive torque 
appears between 3 0N and the equator in January ; i t  i s  much 
weaker in April and is replaced by a posi tive torque in ' 
June . During June low- level westerl ies appear in the 
eastern hemisphere north of the' equator , in association with 
the summertime south Asian monsoon . In the Southern . 
Hemisphere the Andes appear to make a substant ial 
contribution to mountain torque ,  producing a posi t ive torqUe 
nearly everywhere in January and negative torques in low 
latitudes in April and June . The midlatitude Andes force a 
pos itive torque in all 3 months ; during June their torque 
i s  as strong as Northern Hemisphere values . 

Peak values of the torque due to surface stress exceed 
peak values of mountain torque in all 3 periods ; however ,  
cos iderable cancellation occurs between low and high 
latitudes . The Southern Hemisphere exhibits much less 
seasonal change than the Northern Hemi sphere , where st.ro�g 
posit ive stress torques in midlat itudes during winter are 
much weaker in summer and quite strong negative stress 
torques in the northern tropics in winter are replaced by 
weak pos i t ive torques in summer . 

Fig . 6 shows daily global torques for Jan . 1 9 9 1  and 
March 2 7 - June 24 , 19 9 1 . Global values of· mountain torques 
vary strongly from day to day , reflecting the passage of 

. individual strong synoptic systems across mountain ranges ,  
and tends t o  dominate day to day variations in the total 
torque . Surface stress torque is dominated by l ower 
frequency variabil ity , but can be as strong as mountain 
torque . 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Cal culation of mountain torque from NMC analyses 
appears to give very precise results ; however, the 
calculation needs to be done as consistently as possible 
with the NMC model ' s  formulation and should use analyses 
every 6 hours . The results suggest that calculating the 
entire angular momentum balance in the exact framework of 
the NMC model may produce a more accurate angular momentum 
balance _ However ,  the torques shown here need to be checked 
by comparison with changes in angular momentum . NMC sigma 
analyses and surface stresses are now being archived at the 
Nati�na� .. Center f.or Atmospheric Research . 

... Mountain torque varies substant ially from day to day 
and tends to dominate variations in total torque . Surface 
stress · torque varies more slowly, but can contribute 
substantially to total torque . 
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Angular Inoment urn in the ocean and mechanisms of exchange 
with the atmosphere and solid Earth 

1. Introduction 

Rui M. Ponte 
Atmospheric and Environmental Research, Inc. 

840 Memorial Dr., Cambridge, MA 02139 

The role of the ocean in contributing to variations in the earth's rotation about its polar 

axis is explored. We review the nature of the various torques acting on the ocean and their 

relative importance in inducing variability in oceanic angular momentum M. The wind 
stress torque at the ocean surface is important for angular momentum transfers with the 

. atmosphere, while pressure torques at continental boundaries are the main mechanism for 

angular momentum exchanges between the ocean and the solid earth. Numerical results 

from a constant density ocean model suggest a balance between the wind and pressure 

torques, resulting in a small net torque on the ocean and consequently small fluctuations in 

M. Very small sea level differences across continental boundaries are sufficient to balance 

applied wind torques. The implications of this finding are discussed in relation to the 

observed large zonal (i.e. longitudinal) tilts in sea level across oceanic basins. 

In the case where a nonzero net torque acts on the ocean, variations in oceanic angular 

momentum and hence residuals in the solid Earth-atmosphere angular momentum budget 

are expected. In this regard, contributions of EI Nino oceanic signals to the global momen-
tum budget at interannual time scales have been suggested recently. The plausibility of 

this hypothesis is briefly examined to illustrate the relative roles of zonal currents and mass 

redistribution (in latitude) in causing fluctuations in M. The importance of accounting for 

subsurface effects when interpreting sea level and surface current variability is addressed. 
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2. The angular momentum equation 

The time rate of change of oceanic angular momentum about the polar axis (M) is governed!. 

by the following general equation 

(1) 

where 

(2) 

is the angular momentum per unit mass, >. and l/J denote longitude and latitude, V is the 

volume of the global ocean, u ,  p and p denote zonal velocity, density £.Ild pressure, n is 

the Earth's angular velocity taken to be constant, a is the mean radius of the Earth, and 

V.\ represent viscous forces. 

Fluctuations in M( = J pmdV) can be caused by variability in either the zonal velocity 
v 

field, the density structure (p), which contributes mainly to changes in the oc�.
�c momen/� 

of inertia, and sea level (TJ). Fluctuations in sea level only affect the moment of inertia if 
they are associated with redistribution of mass in latitude. 

The quantities on the right hand side of ( 1 )  represent the external torques acting 
on the ocean. The first tenn which involves the pressure field p can be expressed using 

integration by parts as 

j_P(_H)8H dS 8>' s 
(3) 

where H is the ocean depth and the integral is oyer the bottom surface S. This term 

represents exchanges of momentum between the ocean and solid earth through pressure 

torques acting on the solid boundaries. The other term associated with viscous forces 

represents exchanges with both the atmosphere (through sunace wind stresses) and the 
solid Earth (through normal and tangential stresses at the boundaries). 

Evaluation of ( 1 )  in its most general form is complicated and involves in principle 

solving for the global ocean circulation using a primitive equation numerical model forced 
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by momentum, heat and mass fluxes'at the ocean-atmosphere interface. However, a number 

of simplifications can be applied to make the problem more tractable. Simple scale analysis 

using typical values of wind stress, oceanic boundary layer widths, and viscosity coefficients 

suggests that, to a first approximation, pressure and wind torques are the largest torques 

acting on the ocean. One can thus neglect viscous stresses acting at the bottom and at side 

walls. Similarly, the most, important topographic features capable of sustaining large-scale 

zonal pressure torques are the continental walls. Thus, a. flat-bottom ocean with vertical 

side walls can be used to study the pressure torque. 

A further simplification in the dynamics is discussed by Ponte (1990). For linear, invis­

cid motions on a horizontally homogeneous, flat-bottom ocean, the vertically independent 

(barotropic) and dependent (baroclinic) regimes of circulation decouple in general. As 

explained in detail by Ponte, the barotropic regime is the most relevant for purposes of 

angular momentum calculations, since the baroclinic component contributes little to the 

vertically integra.ted quantities involved in the momentum budget, and can be studied 'by 

letting the density p = constant. 

3. Angular momentum in a barotropic ocean 

Given the simplifications just discussed, we will consider the angular momentum balance 

in an ocean with constant density and constant depth, bounded by straight coasts at 

longitudes '\1 , .\2 and latitudes 4>1 ,  4>2 ,  and forced at the surface by a zonal wind stress r. 

The only other frictional process included is a simple linear bottom drag with coefficient 

b. '
These assumptions lead to the simplified angular momentum equation (Ponte 1990) 

, (4) 

where 
.2 

Tc = -gpH ! rT/p.'2) - T/(.\t }]a2 cos 4>d4> (5) 
.1 
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Tw = f Ta cos t/JdS (6) 

T6 = -bpH f ua cos t/JdS (7) 
Here, variability in M is due to changes in zonal currents and sea level only. Te denotes 

the continental torque (to use the terminology of Oort [1985J ) and depends only on the 

difference in sea level T/ across the ocean basin. Tw and T6 represent the wind and bottom 

friction torques, respectively. 

Given a wind stress field, the angular momentum balance in (4) can be studied by 

solving for the u and '7 oceanic fields using an appropriate numerical model of the ocear.. 

circulation. Such calculations have been done by Ponte (1990) and more recently by Ponte 

and Gutzler (1991) in the context of the 40-50 day variability in the tropical regions. Fig. 

1 shows the results obtained by Ponte and Gutzler (1991) using an oscillatory wind stress 

(period of 45 days), which acts over an area confined to the middle of the model basin, 

and is turned on at t = O. A balance between Te and T w is quickly established after 

less than half a day after the wind is switched on; this balance holds at all times, with 

T6 « Tw, Te. Thus, the net torque on the ocean is much smaller than the applied wind 

torque and fluctuations in M are relatively small. The angular momentum exchanged 

between the ocean and atmosphere through T w is rapidly conveyed to and exchanged with 

the solid Earth through Te• 

At a time of maximum eastward winds, the largest D.T/ across the basin is roughly 

0.4 cm. In general, very small signals in sea level can balance the wind torques. For 

example, to balance the wind torque provided by a zonal mean wind stress of amplitude 

T = 0.1 N m-2 (a typical value for mean stress over the ocean) acting over an ocean 5000 

km wide "and 5000 m deep, a D.'7 - 1 cm is sufficient. Now, observed values of D.'7 across 

basins are an order of magnitude larger (see, e.g. , Oort 1985). However, most of this sea 

level signal is related with baroclinic processes and does not provide a net pressure torque 

on the wall (e.g., Ponte 1990). 
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integration described in Ponte and Gutzler (1991) showing the rapid establishment of a 
dominant balance between the wind and continental torques, which holds thro�ghout �he 
integration. 

274 



For the purposes ot understanding this effect, one can think ot the pressure anomaly 

on the wall as composed of two modes depicted in Fig. 2. The barotropic anomaly has 

a relatively small amplitude (i.e. small '1 signal) but is constant with depth and does not 

involve any changes in the subsurface density levels. The baroclinic anomaly has a large 
surface amplituc\e (i.e. , hU'ge '1 signal) but oscillates in sign with depth due to correlated 

changes in the depth of ·subsurface density levels. The vertical integral of the baroc1inic 

pressure anomalY is generally much smaller than the barotropic component (e.g., Ponte 

1990), and thus the large sea level signal related to baroclinic processes does not contribute 

much to the torque on the walls. 

. 

. 

o p 

Fig. 2. · Schematic �presentation of the vertical structure of barotropic (dashed line) and 
barotropic (dotted line) pressure anomalies. Units are arbitrary. 

275 



4. EI Nino and oceanic angular momentum 

When the sum of the torques acting on the ocean is not zero and changes in M are suffi­

ciently large, discrepancies in the angular momentum budget of the atmosphere and solid 

Earth should occur. Such discrepancies have been documented by Rosen et al. (1990) 

for interannual time scales. Although a plausible explanation involves core-mantle inter­

actions, the discrepancies seem to roughly coincide with EI Nino events. Rosen et al. 

raise the question of whether changes in M during El Nino could account for the missing 

variability. The unexplained signal in the atmosphere-solid Earth momentum budget of 

order 0.1 �s implies a corresponding AM '" 6 x 1024 kg m s-2 using Rosen et al.'s (1990) 

conversion formula. 

The discussion of this subject here is only qualitative, but serves to illustrate the need 

to account for baroclinic effects when interpreting sea level and surface current variability. 

For simplicity, the discussion focuses only on the magnitude (not the sign) of anomalies in 

M during EI Nino. 

a. Zonal velocity change&" during El Nino 

In general, zonal velocity anomalies in the ocean can be taken to represent fluctuations 

in M. An anomalous upper layer eastward flux of 40 x 106 m3/s in the tropical Pacific 

has been reported by Wyrtki (1985) during El Nino. Given any reasonable zonal structure 

to this volume flux, the angular momentum anomalies implied are of the right order of 

magnitude to account for the Rosen et al. discrepancy. However, for our purposes, it 

is important to realize that there must be a westward return flow either in the deeper 

layers or in off-equatorial regions, otherwise the eastward flux of 40 x 106 m3/s would 

imply unrealistic sea level changes in the eastern Pacific. For example, to accommodate 

40 x 106 m3/s of water flowing into a region 80° by 20° wide (roughly half the area of the 

equatorial Pacific) would require changes in sea level larger than 10 cm/day over the whole 

area. 
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The westward flux needs to be of the same order of magnitude as the upper layer, near­

equatorial eastward flux, if one does not want to have unrealistic horizontal convergence of 

mass and associated sea level changes. The anomalies in oceanic angular momentum are 

thus much smaller than when calculations are based on Wyrtki's (1985) eastward flows. 

In fact, the sea level in the tropical Pacific is observed to be lower by about 10 em after 
EI Nino (Wyrtki 1985). These changes occur over many months and, even if all this water 

piled up in the eastern Pacific with no return flows westward, the implied zonal velocities 

and corresponding angular momentum an�ma1ies would be negligible compared to the 

values needed to account for the unexplained variability in Rosen et al. 's records. 

b. Changes in oceanic moment 0/ inertia during El Nino 

Large-scale mass redistributions are known to occur during EI Niiio in the Pacific 

ocean. Observations analyzed by Wyrtki (1985) indicate that after an El Nino event sea 

level over the equatorial Pacific is lower by roughly 10 cm, with compensating rises in the 
� 

extra-equatorial regions. Such changes, if taken to represent real mass redistribution in 

latitude, could imply a change in oceanic momentum of inertia of sufficient magnitude to 

explain the Rosen et al. 's results. However, one has to account again for the changes in 

the subsurface mass field that accompany those in sea level. 

To a reasonable approximation, one can think of the tropical ocean as a medium con­

sisting of two layers of different constant densities (Wyrtki 1985). In this limit, a deeper 

(shallower) sea level implies a lower (higher) interface between the two layers in such a 

manner that the vertically integrated mass anomalies are essentially zero. Thus, in a strat-
, 

ified ocean, the vertically integrated mass anomalies are much smaller than expected from 

." measurements alone. For example, if the two-layer approximation is valid to within 20%, 

sea level changes of 10 cm during EI Nino may correspond to mass redistribution equivalent 

to shifting 2 cm of water between the equator and higher latitudes. The corresponding 
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changes in M would be much smaller than what is needed to account for discrepancy in 

the atmosphere-solid Earth angular momentum budget (order of 0.1 ms). 

The above qualitative discussion sheds some doubts on the hypothesis that EI Niiio sig­

nals in the ocean can explain discrepancies found by Rosen et al. ( 1990) in the atmosphere­

solid Earth momentum budget at interannual time scales. 

5. Summary 

Some aspects of the oceanic angular momentum problem and the ocean's role in the plan­

etary angular momentum budget were briefly discussed. We have suggested that pressure 

and wind torques are the most important external torques acting on the ocean, and that 

angular momentum exchanged between atmosphere and ocean through wind stresses can 

be quickly transported to the solid boundaries via barotropic processes and transferred 

to the solid Earth through pressure (or continental) torques. In addition, fairly small sea 

level differences across basins (order of 1 em) are sufficient to balance observed wind stress 

torques. We have also illustrated the importance of including variability in subsurface 

oceanic fields when interpreting oceanic records with regard to fluctuations in angular 

momentum. 

Acknowledgements. This material was prepared with support provided by NOAA's Climate 
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Intercomparison of AAM Analysis and Forecast Data in 

UTi Estimation and Prediction 

Summary 

A. P. Freedman 
1. O. Dickey 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
California Institute o/Technology 

Pasadena, CA 91109 

To enable precise real-time tracking and navigation of interplanetary spacecraft, a 
JPL-developed Kalman Earth Orientation Filter (KEOF) is being used to estimate and 
predict polar motion and Universal Time (UTl). KEOF employs a diverse set of geodetic 
and atmospheric data to optimize its solutions. Geodetic observations of UTI or its time 
derivative, length of day (LOD), are by themselves currendy insufficient to guuantee the 
real-time UTI accuracy required for spacecraft applications, due to the relatively long 
turnaround time required to process them. Hence KEOF utilizes a meteorological proxy 
for LOD: the axial atmospheric angular momentum (AAM) and AAM forecast data gen­
erated in a rapid-turnaround mode by the U.S. National Meteorological Center (NMC) as 
a byproduct of its operational weather forecasting models. 

We have investigated the effect that AAM and AAM 5-day forecast data have on 
KEOF's ability to predict UTI up to 10 days in the future. We demonstrate that AAM 
data as a whole are very useful, and, in fact, essential, for meeting the required goals for 
real-time UTI estimation. AAM forecast data are beneficial in improving UTI predic­
tions beyond a few days. We show that, of the various geodetic data se�s used opera­
tionally, the most critical for near-real-time estimation is that of TEMPO VLBI, produced 
by JPL using NASA's Deep Space Network. 

We also examine the effects of using different AAM and AAM forecast data sets, and 
compare results obtained with AAM data from the NMC to those obtained with AAM 
data from the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasting (ECMWF) and 
the United Kingdom Meteorological Office (UKMO). We consider the effects of the 
wind and pressure terms, both with and without the inverted barometer approximation, 
and of integrating the winds to different heights in the atmosphere. 

Introduction 

Precise knowledge of real-time Earth orientation is required for accurate tracking and 
navigation of deep-space and interplanetary spacecraft. The most problematic component 
of Earth orientation is UTI,  Earth's angle of rotation, as it is highly varia.ble over time 
and rather unpredictable. Current geodetic measurements of UTI are by themselves 
inadequate for navigational purposes, not due to their level of accuracy (which is excep-
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tionally good), but rather to their extensive data reduction requirements which can delay 
the Earth orientation solutions by more than two weeks. Even the quickest typical 
turnaround times for current techniques (two or three days for TEMPO VLBI) are not 
sufficient during many periods when UTI is varying particularly rapidly. 

New geodetic techniques that can make measurements frequently and reduce them 
rapidly promise to ameliorate this problem in the future, but for the present, other solu­
tions must be found. One involves the use of axial atmospheric angular momentum 
(AAM) as a proxy data set for the rate of rotation (i.e., the time derivative of UTI), also 
known as length of day (LOD). Numerous studies have shown that, at periods from a 
few years down to at least 10 day, LOD and AAM are highly correlated (see Hide and 
Dickey [1991] for a recent review of this literature). AAM estimates are available daily 
from a number of operational weather forecasting centers. In addition, three centers also 
generate forecasts of AAM, providing a prediction of LOD variability based on physical, 

. rather than stochastic, models. . 

At the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology (JPL), our group 
has implemented a Kalman filter for assimilating, interpolating, smoothing, and extrapo­
lating geodetic Earth orienta�ion and AAM data [Morabito et al., 1988; Dickey et 
al.,1988; Freedman et al., 1991]. This filter, known as the Kalman Earth Orientation 
Filter (KEOF), combines geodetic data of diverse types to solve for both UT and polar 
motion, as well as their respective excitation functions [Barnes et al., 1983]. It also has 

. the ability to use AAM and AAM forecast data as modeled forms of LOD, hence, to use 
them to estimate up-to-the-minute values of UTI as well as predictions of UTI a number 
of days into the future. 

The relationship between UTI (ll) and LOD (A) as modeled within the filter is: 

d.1l.�-A 
dt 

tlA - Q) 
dt - 1\ 

A corresponds to the excess length-of-day with all tidal terms from two weeks to 18 years 
removed, while U is UTI-UTe also corrected for tidal effects. Q)A represents a white­
noise stochastic process; thus, LOD is modeled as a random walk (integrated white noise) 
while UTI is modeled as an integrated random walk. The AAM (A) component is 
described by: 

A = A + ,uA 
d,uA --= Q)A dt 

where AAM differs from LOD by a difference term, ,uA, that also behaves as a random 
walk (with a much smaller variance, however). AAM forecast values (F) are modeled 
by: 

F =A + ,uF + b 
d,uF ,uF --=- - + Q)F dt flead 
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Hence, the AAM forecasts are treated as the sum of the true AAM, a constar.:t bias tenn b, 
and an exponentially decaying term IlF with long-term random walk behavior. The 
exponential time constant is "lead, the forecast lead time (see Freedman et al. [1991] for a 
justification of these models). . 

The goal of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of utilizing AAM and AAM 
forecast data in the estimation and prediction of UTI. Ho� does our ability to interpolate 
and extrapolate UTI with geodetic data alone compare with that when geodetic data are 
combined with AAM and AAM forecast data? In �dition, there are a variety of AAM 
options available. including AAM from three different forecast centers, AAM. generated 
using different meteorological quantities, and AAM forecasts with different lead times; 
which AAM series is best for our purposes? 

To answer these questions, we have constructed a version of KEOF that is automated 
to do numerous sequential case studies. We use these case-study results to generate 

statistical measures of the filtering accuracy. The automated filtering strategy is shown in 
Figure la. First, a reference UTI time series is created by filtering all geodetic data with­
out AAM . This filtering is done in an optimal smoothing mode [Morabito et al., 1988] 
and requires a complete, long-term time series. 
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Fig. 1 Schematic descriptions of the multiple sequential case-swdy filtering tool. 
a) Filtering strategies for the Reference Series (above) and the Test Series (below). 
b) Time series of errors in the filter estimates and predictions. 
c) Definition of terms used in describing a filtering cycle (see text). 
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The automated portion of this multiple case-study filter is then run to generate a set of 
consecutive time series (the "test series") that closely correspond to the results of a series 
of operational filter runs. These differ from the reference run in that not all geodetic data 
are available up to the assumed filtering epoch, AAM and" AAM forecast data are in­
cluded along with the geodetic data, and UTl is extrapolated beyond the filtering epoch. 
The test series are differenced with the reference series' smoothed values at each time 
point, and the resulting errors in the UTl estimates and predictions are examined for 
overall behavior and trends (see Fig. lb). 

The test series consists of a number of consecutive simulations of operational KEOF 
runs. Each simulation is run over a specified time span, referred to as a cycle (see Fig. 

lc). The filter initiates each cycle with the full state and covariance matrices generated 
by a nonnal KEOF run using all data prior to that point in time, equivalent to commenc­

ing the filter operation well before the beginning of the cycle. Within each cycle is a ref-
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erence time point corresponding to the simulated filtering epoch. Eac:!l dtta type is 
available within a cycle for a specified length of time known as the window for that data 
type. For example, in the 30 day cycles that follow, the reference epoch :s at day 20 in 
the cycle, TEMPO VLBI data are available in a window extending from the beginning of 
the cycle to three days before the reference time (i.e., day 17 of the cycle), and AAM 5-
day forecast data fill a window from day 0 to day 24 (i.e., the AAM data 2.vailable at the 
filtering epoch on day 20 are the processed AAM zero-hour data up to day 19 and the 5-
day AAM forecasts up to day 24). 

A key indicator of filtering accuracy is the RMS error at each day in the cycle, 
obtained by summing over all the cycles. Thus the RMS error is 

Eons. i = (.1.. � E. � )1/2 M �  J,I 
j = l 

where i is the day number of the cycle (i = I, ... , N) for cycles of N days, j is the cycle 
number (j = I ,  ... , M) with the test series consisting of M cycles, and Ej,i is the difference 
between the simulated operational (test) filter value and the reference filter value on day i 
of cycle j. These RMS errors will be illustrated in the following sections. Statistics are 
also available for the mean error, mean absolute error, standard deviation abou� the mean, 
etc., but these other statistical quantities all yield results consistent with those shown by 
the RMS error. 

The Operational Data 

A variety of data sets are used in operational KEOF processing. These data are sum­
marized in Table 1 .  There are four sets of geodetic data, three obtained with very-Iong­
baseline interferometry (VLBI) and one with satellite laser ranging (SLR). The TEMPO 

Table 1. Operational data sets employed a 

Name Type Parameters Frequency b TypicaL : Rapid 
Delay_ I Turnaround 

TEMPO c VLBI UTO I var.-Iat.d twice / week 3 days ' I  day 

IRIS multibaseline VLBI PM, UTI once / S  days 14 days , 10 days 

IRIS intensive VLBI UTI daily 10 days . 7 days 

U. Texas, CSR SLR PM once / 3  days S days 3 days 

NMC O-hour AAM AAM Analysis daily I day 1 day 

NMC S-day AAMF AAM Forecast daily 1 day 1 day 

a NA VNET, CDP VLBI, and LLR data are not included in this analysis, although NA VNET is now used 
operationally (with characteristics similar to those of IRIS multibaseline). 
b All techniques experience data dropouts, so data are not strictly regular. 
C TEMPO data are acquired on two baselines, each of which is measured once per weelc. 
d TEMPO measurements are of UfO and variation of latitude, linear combinations of polar motion (PM) 
and UTI. 

283 



VLBI data are the most timely, with data turnaround times of one to three days. SLR 
data, from the Center for Space Research (CSR), U. Texas at Austin, are also processed 
fairly rapidly-within three to five days. Note that only polar motion (PM) data from SLR 
are used, since the UTI values from SLR are sometimes corrupted by long-period nodal 
errors [/ERS, 1989]. VLBI measurements from the National Geodetic Survey provide the 
bulk of the geodetic data through the IRIS multiple-baseline (UTI and PM) and IRIS 
intensive (UTI only) programs. These are the most precise and accurate data, but they 
take the longest to process-sometimes two weeks or more. Recently, U.S. Naval 
Observatory NA VNET VLBI data have al� been used operationally. These data have 
characteristics very similar to those of the IRIS multibaseline data. 

Two-AAM data sets are used operationally: zero-hour forecasts (also known as anal­
ysis values) and five-day forecasts. These data are obtained fro� the NMC daily, with 
one-to-two day turnaround. For historical continuity, a specific AAM quantity provided 
by the NMC, derived from atmospheric wind variations up to a level of 100 mbar in the 
atmosphere, is currently being used. This does not yield quite as accurate a picture of 
true atmospheric angular momentum variations as it would if the stratosphere and atmo­
spheric pressure variations were also considered, but these quantities have only become 
available from the NMe relatively recently (see below). 

The first issue we address is how beneficial AAM and AAM forecast data are in pre­
dicting UTl. Three prediction time series were generated in which (1) only geodetic data 
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were used to predict UTI, (2) AAM analysis data were used along with the geo:ietic data 
to predict UTI, and (3) both AAM analysis and 5-day forecast data were 1.:S00 to augmen� 
the geodetic data. Approximately 3 i years of data were used, sufficier:t to form 45 
consecutive cycles each with a length of 30 days. Each series was diffe::-enced with E 
reference "true" UTI series created by filtering and smoothing only the geodetic data 
shown in Table I in a non-real-time mode. Figure 2 shows a one-year section of the four­
year time series. Note that the UTI errors are highly time variable, and that no one series 
always possesses the smallest errors. However, it seems clear that geodeti� data by them­
selves generally yield larger errors than the series incorporating atmospheric data. 

These trends are quantified in Figure 3, which shows the RMS prediction error for 
these three time series. The geodetic-data-only series errors begin to grow well before all 
the geodetic data are exhausted, diverging from the geodetic-plus-AAM curves five or 
more days before the epoch when the filter is run. By the filtering epoch. the geodletic­
plus-AAM series exhibits errors about 0.4 ms smaller than those of the geodetic-data­
only series. The effect of including AAM forecast data is much less pronou::1.ced, and 
only becomes significant a few days after the filtering epoch. 

Figure 4 illustrates the ability to predict LOD for the same three data sets. Here, the 
differences between the various curves are even more pronounced, and the behavior of 
the curves reveals more about the processes that influence the filtering. For example, 
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errors in all the curves begin to grow as the high-precision IRIS multibaseline data drop 
out of the picture (day 6 in cycle). After the daily IRIS intensive data drop out (day 10 in 
cycle), the effect of daily AAM data can be seen. The geodetic-data-only curve grows to 
a level governed by the ability of TEMPO data to monitor LOD. Mter the TEMPO data 
end (day 17 in cycle), the LOD errors continue to grow at a rate consistent with the ran­

dom-walk model for LOD behavior. The curves incorporating AAM data show much 
smaller errors due to the constraints provided by daily AAM. As the geodetic-plus-AAM 
analysis data curve loses its data (at day 19  in cycle), its errors begin to grow in parallel 
with the geodetic-data-only error curve. In this case, including AAM forecast data signif­
icantly helps LOD prediction from the filtering epoch onwards. 

The effect of neglecting various geodetic data types has also been studied and is illus­

trated in Figure S. The most influential data types for UTI prediction in our operational 
mode are the TEMPO VLBI data and the IRIS intensive data. In Fig. 5, these data sets 
have respectively been deleted (but all AAM data have been retained). Clearly, TEMPO 
data are imponant for estimating UTI errors after the IRIS data become unavailable, 
whereas the IRIS intensive data are most critical for constraining the errors of the higher­
precision UTI estimates generated when all data types are available. This plot illustrates 
well the need for a rapid-turnaround TEMPO-like technique in real-time UTI estimation. 

The significance of turnaround time in processing the data is illustrated funher in 
Figure 6. In Table 1, the shonest turnaround times that are sometimes achieved are listed 
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next to the typical turnaround times for each series. The predicted UTi errors achieved 
with these rapid-turnaround geodetic data are shown side-by-side with the errors resulting 
from typical data turnaround. times in Fig. 6. both with and without AAM and AAM fore­
cast data. Rapid geodetic data turnaround makes a substantial difference in UTI predic­
tion accuracy: in the absence of AAM data. the improvement is more than 0.3 ms from 
about day 17 onwards. With AAM analysis and forecast data. timely geodetic data again 
improve the UTI estimates. but the level of improvement is a smaller 0.2 ms. 
Furthermore. from about day 19. the estimates with standard turnaround and AAM are 
superior to those with rapid turnaround but no AAM. Hence. the urgency of the need for 
the most timely geodetic data is somewhat alleviated by the use of AAM data. 

One caveat should be mentioned regarding the multiple case-study tool and the inter­
pretation of Figs. 3 to 6. The case-study tool assumes fixed epochs when running the fil­
ter to generate operational UTI predictions. regardless of the data actually available at 
that epoch. In reality. the operator may choose to run KEOF only when a new TEMPO 
measurement has just become available. Thus. in our series of case studies. the last avail­
able TEMPO point usually lies between days 13 and 17 of the cycle. whereas in true filter 
operation. a TEMPO point usually lies in day 16 or 17 of the cycle. This may partially 
explain the apparent superiority of the AAM-but-no-TEMPO curve (Fig. 5) over the 
TEMPO-but-no-AAM curve of Fig. 3 around the filtering epoch (day 20). Note that the 
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rapid-turnaround TEMPO-but-no-AAM curve (Fig. 6) in fact does better near day 20 than 
the AAM-but-no-TEMPO curve. 

AAM quantities are evaluated every 12 or 24 hours, depending on the service, hence 
they provide valuable information concerning the high-frequency component of Earth 
rotation. This is especially imponant after the daily IRIS intensive data are no longer 
available. These daily AAM measurements are a useful complement to the TEMPO 
geodetic data, which are available every three or four days. Furthermore, the TEMPO 
data do not directly reveal UTI, rather, they monitor UTO and variation of latitude; hence 
they need to be combined with other information within the filter to yield UTI. For all 
these reasons, utilizing AAM data significantly improves estimates of UTI both prior to 
and following the prediction epoch, even when TEMPO data with their rapid turnaround 
times are available . 

Intercomparing AAM Data Sets 

As discussed above, the AAM data sets currently in operational use are those pro­
duced by the NMC. They are zero-hour and five-day AAM forecast series that have been 
released daily for over five years. Since October 1989, the NMC has' been releasing in 
real time AAM data sets that are more complete with regard to atmospheric components 
that affect AAM. In addition, other meteorological centers around the globe produce 
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routine estimates of AAM quantities. We have studied how these other AAM data sets 
affect the prediction of UTI,  and have compared them to the series now in use. 

These AAM data s�ts are summarized in Table 2. The NMC produces forecasts from 
o out to 10 days, while the United Kingdom Meteorological Office (UKMO} produces 
daily forecasts from 0 out to 6 days. The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather 
Forecasting (ECMWF) produces forecasts at 0, 3, 5, and 10 days. In the results shown 
below, only the o-hour and 5-day forecasts, common to all three centers, are compared. 
The NMC and UKMO data are currently available in real time, with plans for the 
ECMWF data soon to be available also. Although they are not, or have not for very long, 
been available in real time, both the UKMO and the ECMWF data have, for a number of 
years, been provided on a quarterly basis; it is these longer time spans of data that are 
used in this study. All three centers generate estimates of AAM based on the zonally 
averaged zonal winds up to the tops of their model atmospheres (with these model tops 
varying as shown in Table 2). They also compute the effect on AAM of pressure varia­
tions in the atmosphere. In addition, the NMC computes the effect of pressure variations 
modified by the inverted barometer approximation [e.g., Munk and Macdonald, 1960], 
wherein the ocean is assumed to respond as a fluid to atmospheric pressure variations, 
resulting in no net pressure variation or torque on the ocean floor. 

The NMC data set in operational use is the AAM term computed from atmospheric 
winds up to the 100 mbar level of the atmosphere. This quantity ignores winds in the 
stratosphere, kno� to play a significant role in the angular momentum budget of the 
Eanh [Rosen and Salstein, 1985], and also ignores the effects of pressure variations. As a 
rule, however, pressure variations tend to produce small changes in AA:\{, hence they 
have a relatively minor effect on short-term AAM variability [Barnes et al., 1983; Rosen 
et al., 1990]. Ignoring the stratosphere has the effect of reducing the amplitude of varia­
tions in AAM, hence underestimating the variability of LOD somewhat. 

An important fact to keep in mind when interpreting the results shown below compan--

Table 2. AAM data sets under study 

Name Forecasts Real-time? Meteorological Time Span 
used Quantities a,b 

NMC O-hour yes WIOO, WT(50), WIOO -4 years 
5-day p, mp Wf, P, mp -1 yr C  

UKMO O-hour yes Wf(25), P -4 years 
S-day 

ECMWF O-hour no Wf(lO), P -4 years 
S-day 

a Meteorological quantities are: winds (W), pressure (P), and pressure assuming Ithe ir.vertcd barometer 
approximation to be valid (lBP). 
b Winds can be integrated through the top of the model (WT(10, 25. or 50 mbar). depe.;,C1ng on center). or 
cut off at 100 mbar as the NMC does (Wl00). Height in the aunosphere is denoted by pressure level. 
where the surface is at -1000 mbar and 100 mbar corresponds to the bottom of the stratosphere. 
C Prior to late 1989. NMC only released forecasts of AAM based on \\rinds to 100 mbar. 
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ing the presently used AAM time series with other AAM series, is that the analysis and 
modeling used to incorporate AAM into the Kalman filter was performed with the opera­
tional AAM data set. Since the filter model is optimized for this quantity, any other 
AAM quantity', whether including more of the stratosphere or the pressure tenn, or from 
another center, may not be utilized by the filter in an optimal fashion. 

In Figure 7, we compare UTI predictions incorporating the AAM series from the two 
other meteorological centers to predictions made using the current operational AAM 
series. Both the UKMO and the ECMWF data appear to do a somewhat better job than 
the current NMC AAM, with the ECMWF time series showing the best performance. 
This result. is consistent with those from a numbCr of other studies intercomparing the 
various AAM data sets [Gross el al., 1991; Bell el al., 1990; Rosen et al., 1991], and may 
be attributable to the ECMWF's integration of the atmosphere up to the highest level of 
the services considered (see Table 2), thus including a considerable portion of the strato­
sphere in estimates of AAM. The performance of the UKMO data is intermediate 
between that of the other two services between day 15  and day 25 of the cycle, which is 
'consistent with the fact that the UKMO integrates the atmosphere to an intermediate 
value of 25 mbar. The increase in error after day 25 may be a result of larger errors in the 
UKMO forecast data set prior to 1988 which Rosen et al. [1991] have noted. 

Incorporating the pressure terms improves the performance of the AAM from about 
day 13 of the cycle to about day 23, after which point the pressure terms appear to have a 
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detrimental effect on the UTI predictions. Preliminary research, however, indicates that 
this behavior is time dependent, and that the pressure term has a uniformly beneficial 
effect on UTI estimates and forecasts during the last year of the data time span, i.e., from 
the end of 1989 onwards. 

The NMC now generates AAM forecast series based on winds up to 50 mbar, to­
gether with the pressure term with and without the inverted barometer approximation. 
Unfortunately, these have only been available since the end of 1989, so the long time 
series of predictions essential for an accurate statistical evaluation of these series' effec­
tiveness do not exist. We have, however, taken a shorter time span of data, consisting of 
I I  cycles, to examine. Although these results are not as reliable as those obtained with a 
much longer time series, nevertheless they are valid over the time span considered and 
serve to illuminate the relative merits and disadvantages of the respective time series. 

The UTI predictions stemming from these AAM time series are shown in Figure 8. 
As expected, the inclusion of the atmosphere up to the 50 mbar level does improve pre­
dictions. In addition, incorporating the pressure term without the inverted barometer 
approximation shows a dramatically beneficial effect. Work is ongoing to ascertain 
whether this large improvement due to the pressure term is truly as robust as it appears. 
The substantial difference in the effect of adding the pressure term seen in Figs. 7 and 8 
appears to be a result of the epoch under study, rather than a function of the meteorologi­
cal center producing the pressure estimate. (Recall that Fig. 7 addresses the period from 
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Fig. 8 RMS of filtered UTI errors, comparing the different quantities provided by the NMC. 
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1987 through 1990, while Fig. 8 includes data only since the end of 1989). 

Conclusions 

For purposes of near-real-time estimation and shott-term prediction of UTI varia­
tions, meteorologically-determined atmospheric angular momentum information is an 
important adjunct to geodetic measurements of Earth orientation. Both zero-hour and 
five-day AAM forecast� have a significant impact on predicting UTI. with the zero-hour 
data showing great benefit after daily geodetic UTI estimates become unavailable. and 
the five-day forecast data improving the prediction of UTI beyond a few days in the 
furore. 

. 

It is clear that TEMPO data are a critical geodetic data set for real-time knowledge of 
UTI due to their rapid turnaround time. Also evident is the need to expedite the data 
processing of all techniques to achieve the shonest turnaround times possible. Even with 
rapid-turnaround geodetic data, however, AAM data are still of great benefit 

Our studies indicate that improvements can be made to the current operational KEOF 
procedures. Inte�comparisons between the data from various centers indicate that the 
ECMWF data are the best to use as a proxy LOD data type. This is due. at least in part, 
to its integration of the atmosphere to the highest level (10 mbar) of any of the considered 
series. However, these data are not yet available in a rapid-turnaround mode. It is also 
not yet clear whether incorporating the AAM pressure term is the best procedure, but 
research is ongoing to clarify this issue. At least until the ECMWF data become avail­
able rapidly. the best data to use appear to be those from the NMe incorporating as much 
of the stratosphere as possible together with the AAM pressure term. 
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Atmospheric Excitation of the Earth's Annual Wobble: 1980-1988 
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Global meteorological analyses from the European Centre for Medium Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) are employed to compute the atmospheric excitation 
X of the polar motion for the nine year period of 1980-1988. Both the matter­
component x(matter) and the motion-component x(mation) are computed; the 
former with and without the oceanic inverted barometer (IB) effect. It is found that 
X (motion) contributes significantly to the total excitation X overall and non­
negligibly to the annual signal in X, or the annual wobble excitation, in particular. 
Our results for the annual wobble excitation, in terms of the prograde component 
X+ and the retrograde component X- for January 1, are X+ = (16.8 mas, -93° ) 
and X- = (15.6 mas, -98°) with IB, and X+ = (17.3 mas, -101°) and X- = (28.1 
mas, -112°) without lB. These results are within the �ather large) range of 
previous estimates. The m effect has a small impact on " whereas its impact on 
X - is considerable. The (better determined) prograde components X + are then 
compared with the Kalman-filter combined solution from space geodetic 
observations: (17.3 mas, -61°). Although the amplitudes are nearly equal, large 
phase discrepancies exist between the· atmospheric and the observed value. The 
resolution of this discrepancy awaits a better knowledge of the seasonal angular­
momentum budget of the Earth's surface fluid elements. 

1. Introduction 

The rotation of the Earth varies with time. Its equatorial component in a geographic reference 
frame is known as the polar motion. Apart from a slow drift, the polar motion is observed to consist 
mainly of the Chandler wobble and an annual wobble. The Chandler wobble is a 14-month free 
oscillation of the Earth, continually excited by geophysical source(s) yet to be identified. The annual 
wobble, on the other hand, is a forced oscillation with a period of 12 months. It has long been 
recognized that changes in the atmospheric angular momentum (AAM), with power concentrated 
at seasonal periods, are a primary cause for the annual wobble [e.g., Munk and MacDonald, 1960]. 
Under the conservation of angular momentum, any AAM change is reflected in the (solid) Earth's 
rotation. Several authors in the past have calculated AAM time series, expressed in terms of the 
polar-motion excitation function X, using meteorological data available at the time [Munk and 
Hassan, 1961; Sidorenkov, 1973; Wilson and Haubrich, 1976; Dailiet, 1981; Merriam, 1982; Wahr, 
1983]. The present paper is a revisit of the subject using modern meteorological data; the bulk of 
the results has been published in Chao and Au [1991a]. 

The main motivation is the following. Many of the previous estimates mentioned above for the 
atmospheric excitation of the annual wobble, when combined with Van Hylckama's [1970] estimate 
of the contribution from the continental surface-water storage to X, were found to account roughly 
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for the observed X within (rather large) data uncertainties. This has led to the suggestion that the 
annual-wobble forcing mechanisms have been identified [e.g., Wilson and Haubrich, 1976; Vondrdk 
and PejoviC, 1988]. 

However, two problems ought to be recognized: 
(a) As summarized in Table 1 (symbols will be explained in Section 2), the previous estimates 

are in considerable discord. This is generally attributed to the large differences in the data sets that 
were analyzed. No post-1973 data have been used in these studies, and most of them relied heavily 
on data gathered during the first half of the century in the form of monthly means or seasonal 
differences. The inadequacy of these data has been repeatedly pointed out [Wdson and Haubrich, 
1976; Daillet, 1981; Merriam, 1982; Wahr, 1983; Gao and Sun, 1987], and all authors agree in saying 
that more comprehensive data are necessary. In particular, lacking pertinent wind data at the time, 
most previous studies of the atmospheric excitation of the annual wobble only computed the 
"matter" term, x(matter), while neglecting the "motion" term, x(motion) (see below). Studies that 
did include x(motion) did so by estimating an equivalent torque [e.g., Wilson and Haubrich, 1976; 
Wahr, 1982] and declared it to be small. 

(b) In an analysis combining snow accumulation data from satellite remote sensing techniques 
and conventional data for rainfall, Chao and O'Connor [1988] have recently argued that Van 
Hylckama's [1970] estimate is grossly inaccurate. The key consideration is the couble-cancellation 
effect that is inherent in the continental surface-water excitation of the Earth's polar motion (a 
surface harmonic function of degree 2 and order 1) - namely, that between the Eastern- and 
Western-hemispheric components and that between the snow and rain components. As a result, a 
seemingly benign error in the hydrological data can be greatly magnified in X. The fact that a data 
set appears reasonable in its seasonal and latitudinal dependence by no means guarantees a realistic 
X estimate. Chao and O'Connor [1988] concluded from their computation that the continental 
surface-water storage plays only a rather minor role in the annual-wobble excita1ion. Recently, 
Kuehne and Wilson [1991] reached the same conclusion by way of a different ap;;uoach and an 
independent hydrological data set. 

This paper will use the meteorological data analyzed by the European Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) for the period of 1980-1988. The ECMWF and similar data sets 
have quickly found wide usage in geodynamics studies. For example, they have been used to link 
AAM fluctuations unequivocally with length-of-day variations on a wide range of time scales [e.g., 
Rosen and Salstein, 1983; Eubanks et aL, 1985; and many others]. They have explained some of the 
"rapi�" polar motion [Barnes et al., 1983; Eubanks et al, 1988], which contributes to the excitation 
of the Chandler wobble. Chao andAu [1991b] have also used them to study variations in the Earth's 
gravitational field caused by the atmospheric mass redistribution. 

2. Theory 

The modern theory of polar motion excitation was developed by Munk and MacDonald [1960]. 
Subsequently, Wahr [1982] and Barnes et al [1983] have given complete formulas for the excitation 
due to AAM. A review was given in Chao and Au [1991a]. 

The polar motion excitation is given in terms of the complex-valued, dime:.1sionless excitation. 
function X = Xx + iXy in the geographical coordinates measured in radians, where the x, y, and z 
axes point to the Greenwich Meridian, 9QoE Longitude, and the North Pole, respectively. The 
observed polar motion m is governed by: 

rh = i a (m - X) (1) 

where a is the free Chandler frequency 2K/435 day-I. For convenience and to conform to geodetic 
convention, we will convert X into milliarcseconds (mas): 1 mas = 4.847 x 10-9 radian, 

295 



corresponding to a distance of .. 3 cm on the Earth's surface. Our analysis will consist of the 
following. We will solve for the "observed" X from the observed m based on equation (1). This is 
a procedure of numerical deconvolution. The observed X will next be compared with the 
atmospheric X computed from global meteorological data. The importance of the AAM in the polar 
motion excitation can then be determined quantitatively, and the discrepancy can be assessed in 
terms of other possible geophysical causes. 

For the atmospheric variations, X consists of two physical terms: a "matter" term arising from 
the xz and yz products of inertia of the atmosphere, and a "motion" term from the relative angular 
momentum of the atmosphere [Bames et aL, 1983]. Explicitly, in spherical coordinates, 

X = x(matter) +x(motion) 

= I.00R4 JpCOS6 SiD6itdo + 1.43R3 J (UCOS6 + iv)i"' do dp g(C-A) Qg(C-A) 
(2) 

where R, g, and 0 are respectively the Earth's mean radius, mean surface gravity, and mean angular 
spin rate; C and A are the Earth's polar and equatorial moments of inertia; P is the surface air 
pressure; u and v are the eastward and northward components of the wind velocity. The integration 
for x(matter) is over the unit sphere with surface element do = sin8 d8 dl (8 and 1 being the co­
latitude and east longitude), while that for x(motion) also includes the integration over vertical 
height in terms of the air pressure p. A hydrostatic profile for p has been assumed, and vertical 
motions are ignored. The factor 1.43 accounts for the Earth's rotational deformation, whereas the 
factor 1.00 allows additionally for the Earth's elastic yielding under surface loading [Munk and 
MacDonald, 1960]. 

Note that traditionally the polar motion excitation is given in term of the '.P function [Munk and 
MacDonald, 1960]. 1f' differs from the X function by terms involving the time derivatives 9£ 
x(matter) and X (motion). Gross [1991] has shown that while '" is indeed with respect to the 
geographical reference frame, geodetic measurement of polar motion refers to X. In other words, 
it is X that is exciting the observed polar motion as expressed in equation (1). In the case of the 
atmosphere, the difference between " and X is rather ·small numerically, and its evaluation is 
susceptible to data noise. In fact, Chao and Au [1991a] neglected this. difference, so that their " 
function became identical to the X function. 

. 

The response of the fluid ocean to the overlying atmospheric loading/unloading should be 
proper�y treated in evaluating (2). The measured P over the oceaIis applies directly only if the 
oceans were rigid. Otherwise it needs to be modified. In the extreme case where the ocean can react 
completely isostatically as an inverted barometer (m), the effective P will be uniform over the 
ocean, varying only with time in accordance with the total mass change over the ocean. The 
implications of the m hypothesis have been discussed at length by, e.g., Merritlm [1982] and Wahr 
[1982]. Here, without sufficient knowledge about the behavior of the real oceans on the time scale 
of interest, we will do the computation both ways: with and without the IB effect. 

3. Data and Computation 

The ECMWF database that we use spans 9 years: 1980-1988. It consists of the geopotential 
height and wind velocity at seven sampling altitudes corresponding to pressure levels of 1000, 850, 
700, 500, 300, 200, and 100 mb. The data are given twice daily at OOUT (Greenwich midnight) and 
12UT (Greenwich noon) on a global grid of 2.50 latitude by 2.50 longitude. They have been pre­
processed and interpolated onto a 20 latitude by 2.50 longitude grid [Schubert et al., 1990]. Surface 
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pressure values have been derived at the mean elevation (0 m at the sea level) for each grid point, 
and the nominal wind velocity at altitudes lower than the mean elevation is set to zero. 

I 
I 

The computation of x(matter) only requires surface pressure data. That of x(motion) involves 
an integration in altitude (see equation 2). The discretization of the altitude levels entails some 
numerical interpolation scheme, for which we simply choose a linear one (�.e., a trapezoidal 
integration). The integration is cut off at the altitude level of 100 mb as give::l, leaving out the 
stratospheric contribution (this will be discussed later). The horizontal integration over the 
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Fig. 1. (a) The x components of the atmospheric excitation of the polar motion for 1980-1988: 
x(matter) (without and with the inverted barometer (IB) effect), x(motion), and their sum X 
(without and with IB effect). (b) Same as (a) but for the y components. 
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Figure 2. (a) Daily x and y values of the polar motion m (in arcseconds) obtained from a Kalman­
filter combination of space geodetic observations, for the period of 1976/6(21.0 to 1991/1/18.0. (b) 
The excitation function X obtained from (a) through numerical deconvolution. 

geographical grid is also done with the trapezoidal rule. 
Our results will be those computed for "mean daily" values obtained simply by averaging the 

OOUT and 12UT values. For x(matter), the OOUT series and the 12UT series differ only slightly. 
There are, however, notable differences between the OOUT and the 12UT series for x(motion): not 
only do the high-frequency fluctuations appear uncorrelated [as previously pointed out by, e.g., 
Eubanks et aL , 1988], the annual phases are found to be almost opposite in sign with the annual 
amplitude for OOUT larger than that for 12UT by only about 30 per cent. This leads to a much 
reduced mean-daily x(motion) contribution to the annual-wobble excitation than either series 
individually. Bell et al. [19911 has given a lengthy discussion of this phenomenon and its probable 
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cause. How realistic our mean-daily series is with respect to the annual-wobble eJccitation depends 
on the amount of aliasing error in the twice-daily sampling. If the actual fluctuation is primarily 
diurnal, as appears to be the case [Bell et aL, 1991; see also Vondrdk and PejoviC, 19S5], then the 
error should not be serious. Given the present data, this is the best one can hOFe to achieve [see 
also Brzezirlski, 1987]. 

Figure 1 shows our computed atmospheric excitation series for 19BO-19SS. The mean values have 
been removed. Several sets are shown in both x- and y-components: x(matter) �non-IB (without 
the IB effect) and x(matter) -IB (with the IB effect), x(motion), and their suos x -non-ffi and 
X-lB. Notice the significant contribution of x(motion) to the total excitation X overall (but subject 
to the above caveat in high-frequency x(motion) estimate) . 

. We have also computed the series for the individual Northern and Southern hemispheres (results 
not shown). In general the seasonal phases of the hemispheric components are rat:1er different. The 
most notable hemispheric difference is in x,Y.(matter): unlike the Northern Hemisphere, the South­
ern Hemisphere shows little seasonality ana a much smaller amplitude (especially in the m case), 
evidently because of the large area of the southern oceans. 

The above computed X series will be compared with those derived from observed polar motion. 
The polar motion has been observed by a variety of space geodetic techniques. Here we choose 
those obtained by lunar laser ranging, satellite laser ranging to Lageos, and Very-long-baseline 
interferometry (including IRIS, NA VNET and DSN). The measurements are combined by means 
of a Kalman filter into daily (averaged or interpolated) pole positions [courtesy of R. S. Gross]. The 
complete data set is displayed in Figures 2(a) and 3. The excitation series X were obtained through 
a deconvolution of the polar moti9n data with a free (prograde) Chandler wobble having a natural 
period of 435 days and a Q value of 100. They are displayed in Figures 2(b) and 3. Note that the 
observations prior to about 1980 are much noisier and less dense. Figure 4 shows the power spectra, 
where the positive frequency gives the prograde component and the negative frequency gives the 
retrograde component. 
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Figure 3. The solid curve shows polar motion m in units of arcsecond (same as Figure 2a but 
plotted as a 2-dimensional path). The cluster of points correspond to the excitation function X given 
in Figure 2(b). N indicates the nominal North Pole, and x and y give the coordinate axes. 
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Figure 4. (a) Power spectrum of the atmospheric excitation of the polar motion, 1980-1988: without 
and with the inverted barometer (ffi) effect (Figure 1). (b) Same as (a) but for the observed 
excitation function X (Figure 2b). 
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4. Results and Discussion 

This section concentrates on the strong seasonal signals, which are especially prominent in the 
y-components. Interannual variations are also evident, and a study of them with respect to EI Nino 
episodes and the Chandler wobble excitation will be reported elsewhere. 

Our task now is to extract the annual signals from the excitation series. Thus, for a given series, 
a composite "mean year" is first generated by a straight averaging of the nine years. Then a linear 
combination of an annual and a semi-annual sinusoid is fitted to the mean year series in a least­
squares sense. The annual signals thus obtained are our results for the atmospheric excitation of 
the annual wobble. As is customary, they are converted from their x- and y-components into 
prograde and retrograde components, expressed in terms of their respective values X � and x- for 
January 1 [Munk "and MacDonald, 1960]. We do this for x(matter) and x(motion) individually as 
well. 

Table 1 summarizes previous as well as our present estimates for the atmos?heric X + and X -. 

(Note that Wahr's [1983] values have been reduced by a factor of 1.12 in order te be consistent with 
the others and so facilitate comparison. The factor 1.12 in Wahr was meant to account for the non­
participation of the fluid core in the polar motion excitation). The estimates are given in the polar 
form: (Amplitude, Phase), where Amplitude is in units of milliarcseconds and Phase in degrees of 
east longitude for January 1. 

Corresponding X + and X - values from space geodetic observations (Fngures 3 and 4) for the 
same period (1980-1988) are obtained following an identical procedure as above. The results are 
given at the bottom of Table 1 for comparison. For completeness, we also present our 
corresponding estimates with respect to the semi-annual terms in Table 2. However, it should be 
noted that only the prograde annual component, being close in frequency to the Chandler 
resonance, is well determined in the observations owing to its relatively high signal-to-noise ratio 
[Wzlson and Haubrich, 1976]. The observed values for the retrograde annual term and the semi­
annual terms may not be sufficiently accurate. Hence we shall focus here on X + for comparisons. 

The following facts from Table 1 are noted: 
(a) Our present x(matter) estimates, presumably the most reliable to date, fall within the (rather 

large) range of previous values despite large differences in the meteorological data sets that have 
been employed. 

(b) Although smaller than x(matter), the contribution of x(motion) is not insignificant, 
particularly in X +. This provides the first quantitative qualification of the previous belief that 
x(motion) only plays a minor role in the annual-wobble excitation. 

(c) While its impact on the retrograde and the semi-annual components [fer x(matter)] is large, 
the m effect has little impact on the prograde component X +. This fortuitous fact, presumably 
owing to the Earth's particular continent-ocean geography, makes comparisons of X+ practically 
free from our lack of knowledge about the true behavior of the oceans will: respect to the IB 
response. 

(d) Rather large discrepancies exist between the computed excitations and those observed. The 
discrepancy for XT, call it ,1X+, can be seen from Figure 5: it is somewhat larger than 10 mas with 
a phase anfle (for January 1) of about 10° . Since the �mputed and observed amplitudes are nearly 
equal, A X arises solely from the large phase lead of the observed X + of about 40° (corresponding 
to about 40 days in the annual cycle). Little of the latter can be attributed to uncertainties in the 
atmospheric phase estimates judging from the robustness (within a few degrees) evident in Table 
1. Rather, it indicates the presence of other important, seasonal excitation sources at work. 

The solar annual Sa tide, being zonal in its potential, does not have any appreciable impact on " 
the polar motion: it gives rise" to an excitation of no more than a fraction of 1". IJlas [e.g., Lambeck, 
1988]. It does so through the oceanic tidal response; the solid Earth's response stzys zonal and is 
orthogonal to, and hence has no effect on, the polar motion. 
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Table 1. A survey of previous along with our present estimates of the atmospheric excitation of the 
annual wobble, compared with those observed. Quantities are given in polar form: (Amplitude, 
Phase), where Amplitude refers to I x+ I (for the prograde component) or I x- I (for the retrograde 
component) in units of milliarcseconds, and Phase is in degrees of east longitude for January 1. 

Author Type X+ X 

x(matter) only 
Munk & Hassan [1961] IB (13.8, -102°) (13.1, -94°) 
SiQorenkov [1973] m (19.2, -102°) (19.2, -102°) 
Wdson &1faubrich [1976] IB (11.4, - 108°)  (11.2, -105°) 

non-IB (17.3, -103°) (27.4, -120°) 
Dalliet [1981] IB (14.1, -104° ) (15.5, -107°) 

non-IB (18.4, -109°) (23.9, -118°) 
Merriam [1982] IB (11.5, -98° ) (11.5, -111°)  
Wahr [1983] IB (19.9, -103° ) (18.6, -93° ) 
This study [1991] IB (13.3, -100°) (14.4, -104° ) 

non-IB (14.0, -110°) (27.2, -116° ) 

x(motion) only 
This study ( 4.0, -70° ) ( 2.0, -51°) 

x(matter) + x(motion) 
This study IB (16.8, _93°)  (15.6, -98° ) 

non-IB (17.3, -tOe) (28.1, -112° )  

This study Observed (17.3, -61° ) ( 7.1, -103°) 

Table 2. Same as Table 1 ,  but for our results with respect to the semi-annual components. 

Type x+ X 

x(matter) only 
IB ( 2.1, 54°) ( 4.4, 96°) 
non-IB ( 7.7, 143° ) ( 5.1 135°) 

x(motion) only 
( 1.8, 104° ) ( 2.2, 166°) 

x(matter) + x(motion) 
IB ( 3.6, 77°) ( 5.6, 118° ) 
non-IB ( 9.2, 136° ) ( 7.1, 144° ) 

Observed ( 7.3, 93°) ( 5.9, 123° ) 
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i' + Annual Wobble Excitation 
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Fig. 5. The prograde component X + of the atmospheric excitation of the annual wobble, 1980-1988, 

with and without the inverted barometer (IB) effect, compared with the observed. The vector 
pointing is for January 1 and the unit is milliarcsecond. 

Among sources of meteorological origin that have been examined in the past, continental 
surface-water storage has been demonstrated to be insignificant (cf. Section 1): both Chao and 
O'Connor [1988] and Kuehne and Wdson [1991] obtained a X + of less than 2 mas. The wind stressed 
sea-level excitation is on the same order of magnitude [O'Connor, 1980], whe:eas major lakes 
contribute even less [Chao, 1988]. These, by themselves, are all too small to account for .l\X+. 

The result of Chao and O'Connor [1988] excluded Greenland and Antarctica, simply because 
their water balances are virtually unknown on either seasonal or secular time scales [cf. Douglas et 
al. , 1990]. Their contribution to the annual wobble, although potentially important as far as the total 

. continental surface-water excitation is concerned, is probably insignificant with res;;>ect to .l\ X + 
judging from the polar location of Antarctica and the relatively small area of Greenland. The conti­
nental underground-water storage undoubtedly fluctuates seasonally but was also left out in the 
budget of the surface-water storage because of the lack of any global observations. This contribution, 
again, may not be significant for .l\X +, being a subset of the surface-water budget subject to the 
same cancellation effects (cf. Section 1). 

As mentioned in Section 3, our result leaves out x(motion) due to the stratosphere. The 
stratospheric winds have been shown to contribute significantly to the seasonal as weln as 
interannual variations in LOD [Taylor et aL, 1985; Rosen and Salstein, 1985; Chao, 1989]. Their 
contribution to the annual wobble excitation is potentially significant although unlikely to be any 
larger than its tropospheric counterpart and therefore unlikely to account for .l\ X + in itself. This, 
however, remains to be determined [I. Naito, personal communication, 1990]. Finally, possible 
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contributions from seasonal variations in the ocean circulation have not been considered. Such 
global data are unavailable at the present time. 

' 

It may be that the combination of all the above can account for the observed A X +; but until 
future observations (on ground as well as from space) can provide the necessary data, the problem 
of the source of the annual-wobble excitation will remain only partially solved. 

Acknowledgments. We are grateful to ECMWF for providing the meteorological data, and R. S. 
�o� for the polar motion data used in this analysis. 
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CURRENT AND FUTURE ACCURACY OF EARTH ROTATION 
MEASUREMENTS 

Thomas A. Herring and Danan Dong 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02139 

ABSTRACT 

The development of space-based geodetic techniques (very-long-baseline interferometry (VLBI), 
satellite laser ranging (SLR) and the global positioning system (GPS» has allowed the complete 
rotaIional motion of the Earth to be measured with unprecedented accuracy and time resolution. 
With VLBI the full complement of orientation' parameters of the Eanh rotation i.e., the position 
of the rotation axis with respect to the cruSt � in inertial space, and changes in the rate of 
rotation can be measured with su�-millian:seeond precision and with one-day (and at times less 
than one day) temporal resolution. We discuss the current staUH»f-the-an of these measurements 
and the likely improvements over the next 3 to S years. We will consider the effects of tidally­
driven ocean currenlS on diurnal and semidiumal Earth rotation changes; and the long-term 
defmition and maintenance of a terreslrial reference frame in the presence on non-secular motions 
of the sites used to realize the frame. We also examine results from the recent International 
Earth Rotation Service (lERS) Global Positioning System (GPS) experiment to evalll8fe the 
possibility that GPS can provide a complementary system capable of monitoring Earth rotation 
(specifically polar motion) with accuracy and time resolution comparable to VLBI. 

1. IN1RODUCTION 

During the last decade the introduction of space-based geodetic methods for the 
determination the rotation parameters of the Earth has lead to a dramatic 
improvement in both the accuracy and time resolution of these types of measurements 
over that offered by conventional astronomical measurements. Space geodetic 
methods are now sufficiently accurate that detailed geophysical studies can be carried 
with out these data (see, for review, Wahr [1988]). These data have been used to 
study the details of the angular momentum exchanges between the atmosphere and 
the solid Earth [Eubanks et al., 1988; Rosen et al., 1990], and to provide estimates of 
such geophysical quantities as the flattening of the core-mantle boundary [Gwinn et 
al., 1986; Herring et al., 1986]. Studies of the balance of angular momentum between 
the atmosphere and solid Earth have shown coherence between atmospheric angular. 
momentum (AAM) changes and Earth rotation changes for periods between two 
weeks and two years with no detectable lag « 3 days) between the time series. In 
order to better understand the nature of the coupling between the solid-Eanh and the 
atmosphere, much higher temporal resolution is needed to determine if a lag exists or 
if some third component of the Earth system (such as the 9Ceans) play a significant 
role in the angular momentum balance. 

. 

At the longer time scales appropriate for global change studies, stability of Eanh 
rotation measurements becomes critical. For these studies, a well defined and stable 
coordinate system is needed for measuring the small signals expected to be generated 
by global wanning, and measurable as changes in mean sea level and as crustal 
loading signals generated by water redistributions and changing ice-sheet loads. 
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Despite the current accuracy of Earth rotation measurements, there is a need for 
continued studies of alternative techniques for measuring Earth rotation and 
improvements to existing tech�iques. Some part of the loss of coherence between 
AAM and Earth rotation is due to the noise in the geodetic measurements. For long 
period studies. "noise" from local deformations of the sites in geodetic measurements 
will become the limiting error source. In the absence of detailed models for these local 
deformations, this latter class of problems can only be minimized by detennining Earth 
rotations from a large number of stations distributed around the Earth. 

In this paper we address some aspects of the issues raised above. In section 2. high 
frequency Earth rotation variations are discussed, and we examine the effects of ocean 
tidal currents which introduce diurnal and semidiurnal variations in the rotation of the 
Earth-a result predicted by Yoder [1981] and acc�tely computed for the M2 tide by 
BOIJder et ale [1983] and for the major c;liumal and semidiumal tides by Broshe et ale 
[1989]. High frequency variations in UTI (after correction for ocean current effects) 
are also examined. In section 3, stability of Earth rotation measurements are 
examined fU'Stly by considering the stability of radio telescopes themselves, and then 
by examining the stability of some specific baselines which have been measured 
numerous times over the last 10 years. In section 4, we consider new techniques for 
measurement Earth rotation by examining the data from the International Earth 
Rotation Service (IERS) intensive Olobal Positioning System (OPS) measurement 
program carried out in January and February, 1991 (010-91). We conclude by 
summarizing the current accuracy of Earth rotation measurements, and by speculating 
on future prospects for improvements. 

2. HIGH FREQUENCY EARTH ROTATION MEASUREMEN7S 

Over recent years as studies of high frequency Earth rotation studies have been 
canied out it has become apparent that strong diurnal and semidiurnal signals exist in 
the sub-daily frequency range [Dong and Herring, 1990]. Analysis of these changes 
also indicates that these signals should be expected from the angular momentum 
associated with tidally induced ocean currents [Baader et al., 1983; Broshe et al., 
1989]. The topics addressed here are discussed in more detail in Herring and Dong 
[1991], but we briefly outline the problem and show· some the results from these 
studies. 

In the presence of tidally driven variations, UTI can be written as 

,. 
UTI = en} + L (Ill); cos (8;-21) + (U/); sin (8;-21) 

;=1 

,. 
+ L (u�); cos (8;-1) + (u1); sin (8;-1) 

;=1 

( 1 )  

where enI is the slowly.· v�ng part of UTI and the teons inside the summations 
are the semidiurnal and diurnal variations with rdenoting Greenwich Sidereal Time 
(GSn plus 1C (the 1C is added for consistency with Doodson's tidal arguments). 8; is 
the slowly varying part of the tidal argument that depends on the lunar and solar orbits 
(here we choose to express 8; as functions of Brown's fundamental arguments in the 
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same way as used for the nutation series), and the coefficients (14);, (ut);, (ug);, and 

(u1); are the cosine and sine terms (subscripts) of the semidiurnal and diurnal 
(superscripts) contributions to UTI from the ith term in the series. The summation 
extends of over terms in the periodic expansion of the Moon's and Sun's motions. In 
practice, it appears that only a small number of the terms are needed to account for all 
diurnal and semidiurnal variations with amplitudes greater than 1 J.Ls. 

The arguments .8; are grouped such that for each 8; with a positive time derivative 
there is also an argument with the oppositely signed derivative (see, for example, 
Melchior [1978]). By denoting such pairs of arguments by 8j and 8_j, equation (1) 
can be manipulated to the form 

UTI = enI + u: cos 21+ if, sin 21+ u: cos 1+ at: sin 1 (2) 

where the coefficients U:, u:, u: , and u: are given by 

1'112 u:= � [(Ui)j + (UiLj1 cos 8j + [(U/)j -(U/Lj1 sin 8j 
r-l 
"'2 

ct.= � [(U:)j- (�Lj] sin 8j - [(Uf)j +(Uf)-j] cos 8j 

"'2 
U:= � [(ug)j + (utLj] cos 8j + [(u�)j -(u�_j] sin 8j r-l 

"'2 cI,= � [(ut)j - (utLj1 sin 8j - [(u1Jj +(uf>-j1 cos 8j r-l 

(3) 

These are the quantities determined when the amplitudes of UTI signals with periods 
of one and two cycles per sidereal day (cpsd) are estimated from single 24-hour VLBI 
observing sessions. Figure 1 shows the estimates of the semidiurnal cosine and sine 
coefficients (u: and u:,) from the analysis of 6 years of VLBI data. Initially it appears 
that these signals are purely noise; however, this impression is an artifact of the 
spacing of the VLBI observing sessions (approximately once every S-days) and the 
dominant signal being associated with the M2 tide, which in this analysis scheme 
aliases to a period of 13.66 days. If instead of using 2 cpsd as the reference frequency 
for the estimating the quadrature components of the semidiurnal UTI variations, we 

. choose a frequency closer to that of the M2 tide, the period of the alias signal will be 
increased. (If the M2 tidal frequency itself were used then the resultant coefficients 
would be constant. There would be still some time variation due to signals at non-M2 
tidal frequencies.) The result of such a "re-mixing" of the results shown in Figure 1 
are shown in Figure 2. Now it is apparent that there is a strong signal present. (The 
remixing aliased 13.66 day· period tenns to approximately anilUal periods). 
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Figure 1. Observed values of the cosine and sine amplitudes of semidiumal UTI variations discussed in 
the texL These resulrs were obtained from the analysis of S years of IRIS VLBI data. 

Alternative approaches to assessing the nature of the signals imbedded in the time 
domain results are the computation of the power spectral density function (PSD) or 
the estimation of the quadrature components of the signals at the aliased frequencies 
associated with the major tides. The advantage of the PSD approach is that the 
presence of other signals in the tidal bands can be determined. As examples, Figures 
3 and 4 show the PSDs of the semidiurnal and diurnal variations in UTI. Based on the 
99.5% confidence intervals for these results, there are no significant signals at non­
tidal frequencies indicating that estimation of coefficients at the tidal frequencies is 
consistent with the observed values. In Table 1, the amplitudes of the UTI variations 
at the major tidal frequencies are given. (These results are based on the analysis of a 
larger data set than that used used to compute the PSDs in Figures 3 and 4, and 
therefore the uncertainty of these estimates is less than that implied by the PSDs.) 
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Figure 2. Esimates of the cosine and sine amplitudes of semidiurnal UTI variations aflel' remixing the 
signals SO that the M2 tide would appear with approximately an annual signature. The remixed signals 
are given by We = A(I) cos(f(I)-2tr tV I) and "w" = A(I) sin(f(I)-2tr tV I). where A(I) and fit) are the 
amplitude and phase of the signal shown in Figure 1 (one pair per experiment). , is time since an arbitary 
epoch. and tVis the remixing frequency given approximately by (1/13.66 - 1/36S.2S) cycles per day. 

In addition to estimation of near diurnal and semidiumal signal using the spectral 
techniques just discussed, high frequency Earth rotation variations can studied 
through the use of intensive measurement programs which run continuously over 
extended intervals of tfme. One such session, the Extended Research and 
Development Experiment (ERDE) was camed out by NASAlGSFC in cooperation 
with NOAAlLES and Haystack Observatory in October 1989. This series of 
experiments which was originally scheduled to run continuously for about three weeks 
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but was interrupted by the Loma Prieta earthquake. Nevenheless, it produced some 
the best VLBI data ever collected. To analyze the subdaily variations in UTI from 
these data, we modeled UTI as a stochastic process and its time variation was 
estimated using the VLBI Kalman filter described in Herring et al. [1990]. Figure 5 
shows the resultant differences between the Kalman filter estimates of UTI and an a 
priori of table of values (IERS bulletin B) plus the tidal contributions to UTI given in 
Table 1 .  No continuity conditions have been placed on the estimates between 
successive days of data and yet the sequence is continuous within the estimated 
uncenainties of about 20 Ils. More surprising is that these results still show diurnal 
signals. The reason for the existence of these variations is still under investigation, 
but they could be related to unmodeled tidal displacements (presumably due to ocean 
loading) or to diurnal signals in atmospheric delay modeling errors. 

Table 1. Estimates of the amplitudes of the tidally induced UTI variations. 

Tide Period Alias period Fundamental Argumentt UTI amplitude 
Doodson Code (hrs) (solar days) I I' F D n r cos sin 

�mas) �mas} 
165.555 (Kl) 23.94 00 0 0 0 0 0 - 1  0. 15 0.24 

. 163.555 (PI) 24.07 182.62 0 0 2 -2 2 -1  0.02 -0.13  
145.555 (01) 25.82 13.66 0 0 2 0 2 -1  -0.20 -0.38 
135.655 (Ql) 26.88 9. 13 1 0 2 0 2 -1  -0.05 -0.07 

275.555 (KV 1 1 .97 00 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -0.03 0.04 
273.555 (S2) 12.00 182.62 0 0 2 -2 2 -2 0.03 0.19 
255.555 (M2) 12.42 13.66 0 0 2 0 2 -2 -0. 13 0.39 
245.655 (N2) 12.66 9. 13 1 0 2 0 2 -2 -0.04 0.08 

t1be fundamental argumenlS are given by Brown's lunar dleory and '1 is Greenwich sidereal time 
(GSn+lf. (1be addition of If here is for consistency with the conventional definitions of tidal 
argumenlS.) The alias period refers to the period of the signals as seen in the VLBI analysis. These resuilS 
were obtained from the analysis of 1 171 VLBI experimenlS. The standard deviation of die estimates is 
0.03 mas for all componenlS. 

From our studies of the high-frequency spectrum of the Eanh's rotation, we conclude 
that much of the variation in the diurnal and semidiurnal bands is tidally driven, 
although there are still signals in the diurnal band which do not appear to be 
consistent with this explanation. We have shown that day-to-day continuity of UTI 
can be detennined with 20 p,s uncertainties using existing (although probably the 
best) VLBI data. The coefficients of the tidally coherent variations in UTI and polar 
motion can be determined with standard deviations of 0.03 mas, and these estimates 
can be obtained from the complete VLBI data set by detennining the coefficients of the 
signals with precisely 1 and 2 cpsd and analyzing the spectral content of these 
signals. 
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Fipre 3. PSD function of the semidiumal variations in UTI computed from the analysis of 390 VLBI 
experiments carried out between January 1985 and February 1989. The doUed line gives the 99.5% 
confidence interval in the PSD. The fall off of the PSD and the confidence interval with increasing 
frequency away from -1 cpsd is due the Gaussian smoothing we have used 10 produce a unifonnly spaced 
data set from the original non-unifonnly spaced VLBI data. The fuU-width-at-half-muimum 
(FWHM) of the filter was 4 days. The 99.5% confidence interval gives the limit on PSD values expected 
from the original noise in the VLBI estimates of the UTI diurnal components. The frequencies of the 
main tidal lines are also marked on the PSD. 
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'Igure 4. Similar 10 Figure 3 excepl the PSD of the semidiumal variations of UTI are shown. 
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'Igure 5. Estimates of differences bewtcen observed UTI-AT (with conventional lidal signals removed) 
and mRS Bulletin-B obtained from the analysis of the Extended R&D VLBI experiments from October. 
1989. For Ibis analysis. UTI was estimated as a stochaslic process. and the ocean.amenl induced changes 
in UTI (given in Table I) were removed before faltering. The error ban shown are one standard deviation. 
and the daIa sel has been decimated by a factor of ten for the ploL 
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3. STABIUTY OF EARTH ROTATION MEASUREMENTS 
For studying the slowly varying processes of global change, stability of the coordinate 
system in use becomes critical. We address here two issues associated with this 
stability: (1) the structural integrity of radio telescopes, and (2) the implied stability of 
the Earth itself inferred from variations in the chord distances between sites (this 
latter quantity is chosen since it is independent of the stability of current realization of 
the terrestrial coordinate system). 

Over the past 15 years, the relative locations of two radiotelescopes in Westford, 
Massachusetts, have been determined 36 times using the very precise VLBI phase­
delay observable [Rogers et aI., 1976; Carter et al., 1980]. The results for the relative 
positions of the two telescopes are shown in Figure 6. The resolution of the phase 
delay ambiguities for the Mark m VLBI experiments (those results after 1980) was 
achieved by selecting the number of phase delay delay ambiguities that �ould bring 
the phase delay within one ambiguity of the group delay. Any remaining ambiguities 
(usually due to low signal-to-noise ratio group delays) were resolved visually. The 
analysis of the IS-year data set yields weighted root-mean-squares (WRMS) 
scatters about the mean locally-horizontal coordinates of 1 .0 and 2.0 mm in the North 
and East directions, respectively. The vertical coordinate scatter over this same 
duration is 3.2 mm. The measurements made during the last decade yield WRMS 
scatters of 0.7, 0.8, and 2.3 mm, for the nonh, east and venical coordinates, 
respectively. The estimates rates of change of the coordinates of the baselines are 
-0. 12±O.04, -0.09±0.07, and -0.26±().1 1  mm/yr for the IS year analysis, and -0.l ltO.05, 
0.08±O.06, -O. 15±O.15 mm/yr for the last decade. From these results, the maximum 
admissible rate of change of this baseline, either from geophysical causes or from 
telescope deformation, can be bounded to be less than 0.5 mm/yr (95% confidence 
interval) in all coordinate directions. We conclude from these studies that VLDI 
antennas, of at least of the structural quality of the pair in Westford, satisfy the 
necessary but not sufficient condition for being able to maintain a global reference 
system with submillimeter per year accuracy for intervals in excess of a decade. The 
results presented here are discussed in more detail in Herring [ 1991]. 

Long term stability of a global reference frame may be assessed by the examination Qf 
the time evolution of the baseline lengths. This quantity has the advantage of being 
essentially independent of the coordinate system used to analyze the data and is thus 
not affected by any existing problems in maintaining a stable global reference frame. 
In any well defined reference frame, the evolution of baseline lengths must be a known 
function of time, and therefore the correct prediction of the evolution of baseline 
lengths is a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for defining a global reference 
frame. The disadvantage of using length is that the contributions of each of the 
components of the baseline (i.e., the locally horizontal and vertical coordinates at each 
site in the baseline) can not be separately determined. We show in Figures 7 and 8 
the evolution of two frequently measured baselines---Westford, Ma to Ft. Davis, Tx, 
and Westford, Ma to We.ttzell, Germany. The first of these clearly shows large 
amounts of not-understood variations which at times deviate by as much as 40 mm 
from the mean. Analysis of these data (for example, by estimating the position of Ft. 
Davis in a reference frame defined by all of the other sites in the network) indicates 
that these variations are due mainly to height changes at Ft. Davis. Errors in 
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'Ilure ti. Deviations from the mean of the nOM. east and height components of the Westford antenna 
position relative to the Haystack antenna for the past 15 years (small closed circles). The large open circle 
i� the conventional survey results given in Carte, et al, (1981). These results were obtained from the anal­
ysis of VLBI phase delay measurements. Group delay results for the Mark m experiments (those after 
1980). show about twice the amount of scatter in the horizontal directions and about the same sc:auer in 
the vertical. The results in the 1970's used the Mark I VLBI system. and are raken from Rogers el al. 
(1978). Differences are from the values determined from the combined analysis of the Mark III phase 
delay data in an analysis in which no data below 15° elevation angle were used and no differential 
atmospheric delay parameters were estimated. The resultant coordinates for Westford from this analysis 
were in a righted-handed cartestian. approximadey geocenlric c:oordinate system. X = 1.492.208.5497 m. Y 
= -4.458.131.3288 m. and Z = 4.296.015.8751 m. In this system. the a priori adopted position of the 
Haystack antenna were X =  1.492.406.6910 m. Y = -4.457.267.3300 m and Z = 4,296,882.l020 m. The chord 
difference between the reference points of the two telescopes (see Carte, tI al, (1980)) is 1,239.3962 m. 
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Figure 7. Evolution of the Westford-Ft. Davis baseline length shown as differences. with one standard 
deviation error bars. from the mean length. We have combined the measurements using the Haystack and 
Westford radio telescopes in this plot. with the Haystack values shown with open circles and horizontal 
tics on the error bars. The differential position of Haystack and Westford is known to the sub-millimeter 
level from phase-delay measurements between these two telescopes. The gap in the sequence between 1989 
and 1990 occurs because the International Radio Interferometric Surveying (IRIS) Eanh orientation 
service shifted its operation from Ft. Davis to Mojave (Ca) in mid-1989. In the summer of 1990. a mobile 
VLBI system was moved to Ft. Davis and its electronics van used (with the Ft. Davis antenna) to conduct 
the sequence of exPeriments shown. It is expected that these summer measurements will be continued 
until the Very Long Baseline Array (VLBA) antenna at the same location becomes operational within the 
next few years. For this baseline. about 25% of height changes project into the baseline length. 
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continuity condition has been applied across the division of data. The discontinuity is 1 .2 Mm. The 
NUVEL-l estimare of the rate of change of this baseline is 18.8 mm/yr. 
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modeling atmospheric delays seem an unlikely cause for the variations because of the 
long duration of the variations and the absent of any strong annual signature in the 
results. 

The other baseline (Figure 8) shows more subtle changes. Careful analysis. of these 
data indicates that in about 1988 the rate of increase of the baseline length increased 
from 13.4 ± 0.6 rnm/yr (346 measurements) to 20.6 ± 0.9 mm/yr (202 measurements), 
where the standard deviations are computed assuming independent data samples. In 
this case, we cannot easily rule out a possible atmospheric delay modeling error as 
the cause of the change in rate. After 1988, a distinct annual signal appears in the 
results, suggesting a deficiency in modeling the atmospheric delay. (The development 
of this annual signal is not unique to our analysis of this data. Similar signals are seen 
in both the NOAA Laboratory for Earth Sciences (LES) and NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center (GSFC) analyses [D. S. Robertson and J. W. Ryan, private 
communications, 1991].) The growth of this annual signal may be related to the 
inclusion at about this time of more low-elevation angle observations. With lower­
elevation angle observations included, the VLBI height estimates are more sensitive 
to atmospheric modeling errors (see e.g., Herring [1 986b)), and the variations in 
Figure 8 may be due to the changing "projection" of atmospheric delay errors into 
baseline length. However, until the origin of the annual signal is isolated, it will not be 
known whether or not the change in rate is real or an artifact. 

The analysis of both of the indicates that there may be unmodeled variations of statiQn 
positions on times scales of decades which will complicate the defmition of a stable 
global reference system. At this time it is not clear how much of the variations is local 
(i.e., coherent over distances of about 10 km) and how much represents much longer 
wavelength features. One method for addressing these issues by densifying the 
global network is addressed in the next section. Until such variations are understood 
it will be necessary to maintain the global reference frame with a relatively large 
number of stations so that no one site greatly affects the reference frame. 

4. ANALYSIS OF THE IERS GIG-91 DATA 

In January and February 1991, the International Earth Rotation Service (IERS) carried 
out a trial experiment to test the utility of the Global Positioning System (GPS) for 
determining variations in the Eanh's rotation [Freedman et al., 1990] . The 
experiment lasted 23 days and included over 80 stations. We present here a 
preliminary analysis of results obtained using data from collected at twenty globally 
distributed sites equipped with Rogue receivers [Thomas, 1988] . Rapid analysis of 
the Rogue data was possible for three primary reasons: (1)  the data were collected 
and distributed in RINEX format [Gurtner et al., 1989] within 50 days of the 
experiment by the coordination team at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory . [Yunck and 
Lockhart, 199 1]; (2) the Rogue measures precise pseudorange at both GPS 
frequencies, allowing nearly automatic removal of cycle slips from the carrier phase 
observations [Blewitt, 1990]; and (3) by processing carrier phase data from individual 
days and then combining in the geodetic results from the indivuals days in a sequential 
fashion, our processing software could handle efficiently a network of this size. 
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We canied out our analysis in two steps. In the f1l'st step we performed a least 
squares solution of the carrier phase observations for each of the 23 days separately 
using the MIT GPS Analysis Program (GAMIT). Tables (ephemerides) for the 
motions of the satellites were generated by numerical integation of initial conditions 
for two 8-day and one 7 -day arcs, using as a force model lunar and solar perturbations, 
the GEM L2 gravity model ttuncated to degree and order eight, and a three-parameter 
model for non-gravitational forces. At the same time, we numerically integrated the 
partial derivatives (variational equations) for the satellites' positions and velocities 
with respect to the initial conditions and non-gravitational force parameters [Ash 
1972]. Because we used a common orbital arc for each week of observations, we 
were able, at a later stage in the analysis, to allow stochastic variations of the 
satellites' motions from day to day or to constrain initial conditions such that one set 
of initial conditions was used for each satellite in each of the weekly orbital arcs. 
Using these satellite ephemerides, along with nominal values for the site coordinates, 
values of Earth rotation parameters interpolated from IERS Bulletin B, and standard 
expressions for the precession and nutation, we computed theoretical values for the 
carrier phase observations at both the LI and L2 frequencies and formed residuals 
(observed - computed) for each station-satellite combination. We then combined 
these "one-way" residuals as double differences (between satellites and between 
sites) in a least squares analysis using the algorithm described by Schoffrin and Bock 
[ 1988]. Our "observable" was the linear combination (LC) of Ll and L2 that 
eliminates the inverse-SQuared-frequency part of the dispersive delay due to the 
ionosphere. The least squares analysis of each day's data was performed with weak 
constraints on all �f the estimated parameters in order that the adjus:ed values of the 
parameters along with their full variance-covariance matrix could be used as input for 
the second step in our processing. 

In the second step we combined the adjustments and variance-covariance matrices 
from all 23 days using GLOBK, a Kalman filter developed for the combination of VLBI 
experiments (see Herring et al. [1990] for description of the basic algorithms used). 
At the time of 'the analysis, we did not know precisely where the GPS receivers were 
located and therefore we estimated all site positions except for the longitude of the 
receiver located at Algonquin, Ontario. To define the orientation of the coordinate 
system, we held the pole position and UTI-AT on the first day fixed at the IERS 
Bulletin B value. For succesive days, we estimated the pole position and UTI 
variations as random walk stochastic processes with the power spectral density of the 
white noise driving the random walk (see Herring et al. [ 1990]) set such that changes 
in the orientation parameters were constrained to ±IO mas per day (one standard 
deviation). Since these parameters were determined" to less than 0.5 ::nas for each day 
of data, the weak constraint " imposed by the random walk effectively allowed 
independent estimates of the orientation parameters from each day of data. During 
the mRS campaign, five of the GPS satellites were being eclipsed by the Earth 
(PRN's 6, 12, IS, 17, 19). For these satellites, we treated the satellite state vector 
(initial Cartesian position and velocity) as a random walk with the stochastic process 
noise set such that the position and velocity were allowed to change each day by ±IO 
m and ±I mm/sec respectively. These constraints were sufficiently weak: that these 
orbits were effectively treated as single-day arcs. The orbits of the remaining 
satellites were treated in two different ways. In one analysis, we treated the state 
vector of each satellite orbit as a deterministic parameter, and estimated one state 
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vector, along with a direct radiation pressure scaling factor and a Y -bias scaling factor, 
for each of the near weeldy arcs. In the other analysis, we allowed the state vector of 
all non-eclipsing satellites, to vary as a random walk during each of the weekly arcs 
such that the state vector (referred to a common epoch) could change by 100 mm/day 
and the velocity by 0. 1 mm/day. Figures 9 and 10 give the estimates of the 
differences, relative to IERS Bulletin-B, of the pole position and UTI-AT obtained from 
these two analyses. For comparison, we also show our estimates of the Earth 
orientation parameters obtained from the analysis of the IRIS VLBI data collected 
during this interval. (IERS Bulletin-B is consttucted from a smooth combination of 
IRIS VLBI data and Satellite Laser Ranging results with approximately equal 
weights, and therefore does not perfectly track the VLBI results). 

Overall the agreement between the VLBI estimates and the GPS estimates of the 
pole position variations is impressive. For both of the analyses, the root-mean-square 
(RMS) difference between the VLBI pole position estimates and the GPS results 
interpolated to the epoch of the VLBI. detennination is less than I mas after a mean 
difference is removed. (The mean difference arises because we have made no attempt 
to align the GPS and VLBI coordinate systems.) The analysis which allowed 
stochastic variations in all orbital parameters agrees best with the VLBI solution, and 
also shows the smoothest variation of the pole position estimates, suggesting that 
even for the non-eclipsing satellites the dynamic models are not adequate for 
accurately representing the orbits of the GPS satellites. This conclusion is similar to 
that reached by Uchten and Bertiger [1989]. The c9mparison of UTI between VLBI 
and GPS is far less satisfactory. While there are some hints that both systems are 
seeing similar signals (i.e., each have local minimum and maximum at the same time), 
the GPS results appear to be dominated by long-period (relative to a few days) effects 
which cause large drifts between the VLBI and GPS results. The comparison is 
further complicated by the "resetting" of the UTI origin at the beginning of each 
orbital arc; since the arcs are 7-8 days long, there are only one or two VLBI 
determinations per orbital arc. Unlike the comparisons of pole position estimates, for 
UTI the more constrained orbital solution seems to agree better with VLBI. It is clear 
that more analysis is needed to understand, the effects of orbit modeling errors on the 
determination of UTI and pole position from GPS data. 

5. CONCLUSIONS: CURRENT ACCURACY AND FUruRE PROSPECTS. 

, ' 

Comparison of recent Earth-rotation data se,ts shows agreement between independent 
estimates of -I mas for pole position and -0.1 ms for UTI (although more strictly 
usually length of day is compared). Recent comparisons of Earth rotation parameters 
from simultaneously running" but independent, VLBI networks have, shown RMS 
differences of -0.3 mas for pole position and -0.02 ms for UTI determinations 
[Eubanks, 1991]. The recent results we have presented here show RMS differences 
between pole position estimates obtained from the analysis of VLBI and GPS data of 
less than 1 mas. The results from research and development VLBI experiments have 
yielded statistically determined standard deviations for pole position estimates of 0. 1 
mas and for UTI of 0.01 ms; however the accuracy of such determinations is difficult to 
assess since there are no other techniques yet available of comparable precision. The 
tidally-coherent signals in Earth rotation parameters are determined extremely 
accurately by VLBI with typical uncenainties for the amplitudes of the coherent 
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signals of 0.03 mas for nutations and other polar motion signals, and 0.002 ms for the 
variations in UTI induced mainly by ocean currents. 

Indications are that · routine determination of Earth-rotation parameters with 0. 1 mas 
precision for pole position (equivalent pole displacement of 3 mm) and 0.01 ms for UTI 
with daily resolution should be technically possible. Analysis of a long time history of 
accurate VLBI measurements indicates that radiotelescopes should be sufficiently 
stable to support long-term (decades or more) maintenance of such precision. It is not 
clear at this time that the Earth itself is stable enough to maintain such precision. 
However, the preliminary results from global GPS experiments indicate that this 
technique may be accurate enough (at least for pole position deteminations) to allow 
global densification of a primary VLBI system and thus distribute the uncenain 
contributions for local site motions over large number of sites and therefore minimize 
their impact on the determination of global reference system. For snidies of long-term 
variations in either UTI or the nutations of the Earth, there is currently no alternative 
to VLBI since this is the only technique whose inertial reference frame is stable. 

Acknowledgments. This work was supported by the National Science Foundation under grant EAR-
89-05560, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration under grant NAG 5-538, by the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration under grant NA90AA-D-AC481, a:.,d the Kerr-McGee 
Foundation. We are also gnu.efuJ to the researchers at the Jet PropuJsion Laboratory and the institutions 
involved in the 010-91 campaign for the coUection and dissemination of the Rogue data. 

REFERENCES 

Ash, M. E., Determination of Earth satellite orbits, Tech. Note 1972-5, 258 pp., Mass. 
Instil. of Technol., Lincoln Lab., Lexington, 1972. 

Baader, H. -R, P. Brosche, and W. Hovel, Ocean tides and periodic variations of the 
Earth's rotation, I. Geophys., 52, 140-142, 1983. 

Brosche, P., U. Seiler, J. Sundennann, and J. Wunsch, Periodic changes in Earth's rota­
tion due to oceanic tides, Astron. Astrophys., 220, 318-320, 1989. 

Carter, W. E., A. E. E. Rogers, C. C. Counselman III, and I. I. Shapiro, Comparison of 
geodetic and radio interferometric measurements of the Haystack-Westford base 
line vector, I. Geophys. Res., 85,2685-2687, 1980. 

Dong, D., and T. Herring, Observed variations of UTI and polar motion in the diurnal 
and semidiurnal bands, EOS, Trans. Am. Geophys. Union, 71, 482, 1990. 

Eubanks, T. M., J.A. Steppe, J. 0 . Dickey, R. D. Rosen, and D. A. Salstein, Causes of 
rapid motions of the Earth's pole, Nature, 334, 1 15-1 19, 1988. 

Eubanks, T. M., this volume, 1991 .  

Friedman, A. P., S. M . . Lichten, W. G. Melbourne, and S .  Pogorelec, A GPS campaign 
to assess high frequency Eanh rotation variability, EOS, Trans. Am. Geophys. 
Union, 43, 1272, 1990. 

Gwinn, C.R., T.A. Herring, and 1.1. Shapiro, Geodesy by radio interferometry: studies 
of the forced nutations of the eanh, Part II: interpretation, J. GeopJ'zys. Res., 91 , 
4755-4765, 1986. 

323 



. . 

Gurtner, W. G. Mader, D. McArthur, A common exchange format for GPS data, CSrG 
GPS Bulletin, 2(3), 1-1 1 ,  1989. 

. 

Hening, T. A., J. L. Davis, and I. I. Shapiro, Geodesy by radio interferometry: The 
application of Kalman filtering to the analysis of VLBI data, J.Geophys. Res., 95, 
12561-12581, 1990. 

Hening, T.A., C.R. Gwinn, and I.I. Shapiro, Geodesy by radio interferometry: studies 
of the forced nutations of the earth, Part I: data analysis, J. Geophys. Res., 91, 
4745-4755, 1986; -, ibid., 91, 14165, 1986. 

Hening, T. A., Submilleter horizontal position determination using very long baseline 
interferometry, in preparation, 1991. 

Hening, T. A., and D. Dong, Detection of �iuma" and semidiumal variations in the 
rotation of the Earth, in preparation, 1991.  

Lichten, S.  M.  and W. J. Beniger, Demonstration of sub-meter GPS orbit 
. determination and 1 .5 parts in lOS three dimensional baseline accuracy,· Bull. Geod., 
63, 167-189, 1989. 

Melchior, P., Precession-nutations and tidal parameters, Celestial Mech., 4, 190-212, 
1971 .  . 

Rogers, A. E. E., C. A. Knight, H. F. Hinteregger, A. R. Whitney, C. C. Counselman 
m, I. I. Shapiro, S. A. Gourevitch, and T. A. Clark, Geodesy by radio interferometry: 
Determination of a 1.24-km base line vector with -5-mm repeatability, J. Geophys. 
Res., 83, 325-334, 1978. . 

Rosen, R. D., D. A. Salstein, and T. M. Wood, Discrepancies in the Earth-atmosphere 
angular momentum budget, J. Geophys. Res., 95, 265-279, 1990. 

Schaffrin, B., and Y. Bock, A unified scheme for processing GPS phase observations, 
Bull. Geod., 62, 142-160, 1988. 

Thomas, J. B., Functional description of signal processing in the Rogue GPS receiver, 
JPL Pub. 88-15, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Iune, 1988. 

Wahr, I. M., The Earth's rotation, Annual Review of Earth and Planetary Sciences, 
16, 231-249, 1988. 

. 

Yoder, C. F., I. G. Williams, and M. E. Parke, Tidal variations of Earth rotation, J. 
Geophys. Res., 86, 88 1-891,  198 1.  

Yunck, T. P., T. G. Lockhart, IERS/CASA analysis working group memo AWG-S, let 
Propulsion Lab., April 1 ,  1991. 

324 



The Superfluid Helium Gyroscope; 
An emerging technology for Earth rotation studies 

James C. Davis and Richard E. Packard, 
UItra Low Temperature Laboratory, 
Physics Department, 
University of California, Berkeley CA 94720 

I n  trod D e t i o n  
Superfluid Helium i $  a system described by a macroscopic 

quantum mechanical wavefunction 1 of the form lJI=llJIleiQ . The phase cj) 
of this wavefunction can be modified by the absolute rotation of a 
container containing the superfluid. It has been recogniz�d for some 
time that the observation of the rotationally induced changes in the 
wavefunction could lead to the development of a sensitive detector 
of rotation2 • The purpose of this report is to describe the basic 
principles of the superfluid Helium gyroscope3 (SHEG) and to report 
progress toward developing demonstration devices at the University 
of California at Berkeley. Our research programs are investigating 
the rotation induced effects in both superfluid 4 He anc 3 He. Our 
ultimate goal is to see if the technology can be extended to a limit 
useful for the study of variations in the Earth's rotation rate. The 
first section of the paper contains a discussion of the development of 
the 4He based device while the second section relates to the 3H e 
gyroscope. 

Superfluid 48 e 
We consider below an N turn, superfluid 4He filled. toroidal 

container, partitioned at some point by a thin wall containing a small 
hole. The temperature of the device is below 2.2K where 4 H e 
becomes a superfluid. If the torus is  at rest, the fl':1id velocity 
everywhere is zero and the wavefunction of the superfluid has its 
phase constant in space. However if the torus is now rotated slowly, 
velocity fields will be established throughout the container. 

The superfluid velocity, vs , is related to the phase gradient 
through the relation, 

v cj) = (ffi4/h)v s (1) 

where h is Plank's constant and ffi4 is the atomic mass of 4 He. Since 
the wavefunction must be single valued at a given point, Vs is 
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restricted to values which will quantize the fluid circulation4 
lC4 = h/m4 round the torus. If the fluid is in a state with n (integer) 
quanta of circulation when the torus is at rest, a subsequent slow 
rotation forces the velocity within the hole Vb to have the value 
given by3 , 

V h - - ----.;..-----_ 2 [ nlC.i - 27tNR 2 n on] 
7tr 1 + 47tNRr 

'0 (2) 

where N is the number of turns in the torus, R is the torus radius, r is 
the radius of the small hole, a is the cross sectional area of the torus, 
o is the angular velocity vector characterizing the rotation and a is a 
unit vector perpendicular to the plane of the torus. Inspection of the 
numerator of Eq. 2 shows that the flow velocity within the orifice can 
be substantial even for very slow rotation rates. For instance if n=O, 
r= 1 0-7 m, N = 10 and R = 0.5m the velocity within the hole is on the 
order of 0.01 ms- l when 0 = 10-60E . (Here and in the following we 
will use the rotation rate of the Earth, OE=7x l O-5S - 1 ,  as a basic unit of 
rotational angular velocity.)  

It  has been known for many years that when the superfluid 
velocity reaches a critical value vc, energy dissipation will commence 
in the otherwise frictionless flow. The fundamental dissipation 
process was analyzed by Andersons . He predicted that when the 
fluid reaches the critical velocity, vc , it would be energetically 
favorable for a quantized vortex line to move across the orifice, 
removing an amount of energy E=P1C4VCS  (where s is the orifice area, 
and p the density of the superfluid) from the flow. Such a discrete 
process changes the quantum phase difference across the orifice by 
21[. 

These so called 27t phase slip events were first seen by Avenel 
and Varoquaux6 using an oscillator technique invented by W. 
Zimmerman. In a pioneering series of experiments they have 
demonstrated many of the fundamental features of the phase slip 
events. Their apparatus possesses the same topology as the divided 
torus which we have been discussing. Figure 1 ,  below, shows the 
torus connected in parallel to a diaphragm pump, of area S, which 
can force fluid, in a transient fashion through the torus. The restoring 
force of the diaphragm coupled to the inertia of the fluid in the torus 
create a simple harmo.nic oscillator (we call it a ZAV oscillator) whose 
resonant frequency ro is given by, 
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ail = [2r + �] .JL 
2n:R S2p (3) 

where k i s  the stiffness of the diaphragm, 2r is the hydrodynzmic 
area to length ratio of the phase slip weak link and a/2'itR us the area 
to length ratio of the torus . 

Superfluid 4He 

pre s s ur e /c u rrent 
tran s d u c er � 

d i aphragm 
jp u m p 

Figure 1 .  A torus which is interrupted by a phase slip weak link is connected 
to a diaphragm superfluid pump and a pressure/current transducer. 

A V have demonstrated that when the oscillator is c:rivelll at 
resonance, if the hole is characterized by only 21t phase slip 
processes, a graph of oscillation amplitude vs.  drivir.g amplitude 
displays a characteristic staircase pattern7 • The velocity amplitude of 
the first step corresponds to the hole's critical velocity. Ve . They also 
demonstrated that if a persistent current is trapped with:n the torus 
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the level of the first step can be modulated. 
A steady rotation of the ZA V oscillator will create a 

persistent current in the torus. For small rotation rates the velocity 
within the orifice will change by the amount given in Eq. 2 .  This 
rotation induced current will shift the levels of the staircase pattern 
and lead to a measurement of the rotational state of the torus. 

Our laboratory has been progressing toward a demonstration of 
this phenomenon. The essential requirement for the experiment is to 
develop a small orifice which exhibits only 27t phase slip events. Our 
approach has been to construct an apparatus which has the 
sensitivity needed to detect the individual phase slip events and 
then to use it to characterize the behavior of various microfabricated 
orifices. 

We fabricate the micro-holes using electron beam lithography on 
Silicon Nitride (SiN). Presently we can produce holes of I OOnm 
radius in membranes of lOOnm thickness8 • Figure 2a shows an SEM 
photograph of a typical orifice; this one was nominally intended to be 
rectangular, and has the general shape as that used by A V . 

To study the phase slip events in the orifice we place it in a 
diaphragm driven oscillator which does not have a parallel flow path 
(i.e. the torus is blocked on the right hand side in Figure I ) .  This 
renders the critical velocity insensitive to rotation or to spuriously 
trapped persistent currents . When the oscillator is driven at 
resonance, the amplitude develops in time as shown in Figure 3. One 
clearly sees here the phase slip events. This is the first experiment 
to confirm this feature of the A V results. The quality of this data and 
the repeatability of the phase slips are very encouraging steps 
forward in the development of the 4 He SHEG. 

In experiments thus far conducted9 , we find that the slips are 27t 
when the flow is in one direction but are of larger size (although still 
quantized) when the flow is in the opposite direction. These multiple 
phase slip events will cause the A V staircase pattern to "washout" 
and cannot be used in a rotation sensor. 

The microscopic physics which determines whether or not a given 
slip is 27t has not yet been determined. However the insight gained 
from our experiments thus far leads us to believe that smaller holes 
inhibit multiple phase slips. We are following an empirical approach 
by using orifices of various shapes and sizes to determine what are 
the relevant parameters for the simplest slip events. 

When we secure an orifice characterized by 21t slips in both 
directions, we will install a parallel flow path to make the apparatus 
sensitive to the Earth's rotation. The entire apparatus can be 
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Fig ure 
i n  4He 

0.4 1.JIIl . 

2a.  A scanning e l ecton m i c rog rap h ( S E M )  p i c t u re o f  the o ri fice used 

experiments desc ribed in this paper. I t  h a s  length - 5 � and width -

Fi gure 2b .  A SEM picture of an orifice in a 0 . 1 � S i N  memb rame whose s ide i s  

about 0 .4 � .  This  type o f  hole is  used for re search in 3H e - B .  

329 



• 
::l 

• 
It! -

800,-------------------------------------------� 

700 -

600 -

500 

400 -

300 -

200 -

J ,_ .... .  ' .. .... ' ,,' IN .... . ' 
• .,:' :.,' • • .' �.:. , I .: I' .,' " I, • 

, .'  I ,.. .. .... . :: : :'" ,'" : • ., :.:
' 

'" ;
' 

t II- II :I. i" 'l� ::. :: : • : .:1 : 
.
' I

,
' : • .' I' .' . . : .. I : ,,' 

,W II • 

1 00 �----��-----�,----�------�,�----�------� 
o 1 00 200 300 

Time (half cycles of oscillator) 
Figure 3.  The amplitude of motion as a function of time for our ZAV oscillator 
containing the orifice shown in Fig. 2a. The critical amplitude for the onset of 
phase slips and the 21t slips themselves are clearly seen. 

reoriented with respect to the Earth's rotation vector. The 
experiment is designed so that reorientation of the apparatus by 900 
will cause the apparent critical velocity (i.e. the level of the first 

"step") to cycle between minimum and maximum levels about three 
times .  

The rotation resolution (8'o)min of the 4He SHEG is  given by3 

(snlmm = [m::.] {�vc
y-l ) 

erR 'ffi (4) 

where l1 V c is the spread in the measurements of the critical velocity, 
f=ro/2rc is the frequency at which the device is operated and t is the 
time for which a measurement is taken. 
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The ultimate rotation resolution of the 4 He SHEG depends in a 
fundamental way on statistical fluctuations in the phase slip critical 
velocity. The information which we now have about this process 
comes from the data of A V and from that in our own laboratory. The 
AV data suggests that the phase slip events are triggered by a 
thermally activated process which creates a finite spread in the 
measured value of Vc . Their analysis suggests that the Vc 
distribution function should be on the order of TIEO where T is the 
absolute temperature and EO characterizes an energy barrier which 
appears empirically to be about 106K. The physics underlying the 
magnitude of this barrier is unknown at present. 

In our own preliminary data the statistical width of observed Vc 
is  about 1 % (about the same as seen by A V) but a simple 
temperature dependence is not yet apparent. Only future research 
will reveal the processes underlying the precision of the phase slip 
critical velocity. 

Eq. 4 implies that the sensitivity of the SHEG is affected by 
the frequency of the ZAV oscillator. Since only one oscillator (that of 
A V) has thus far displayed the staircase pattern it is not ye� known 
what factors put an upper limit on ro. 

S uperfluid 3 8  e 
In the second program we have developed an apparatus for 

superfluid 3He-B, which will allow us to study phase slip processes, 
and also the details of the current phase relationship, in a very 
different type of superfluid. 3He-B , which exists at temperature near 
1 0 -3 K, has long been thought to be described by a macroscopic 
quantum wavefunction whose phase varies with position as 

(5) 

w h e r e  m 3 is the mass of the 3 He atom. We have recently 
demons trated 1 0 , for the first time, that circulation is quantized in 
this s\1perfluid in the units predicted by Eq. 5 .  This circulation 
quantization is a feature that is a necessary condition for the creation 
of a SHEG. 

The properties of 3He-B are believed to be such that a hole, 
of radius r and length I ,where both r and I are of the sa.'1le order as 
the coherence length � (= 70 nm at P= 0), forms a Josephson junction 
for this superfluid 1 1 . This means that the current through the hole I 
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IS related to the phase difference across it, A" by the equation 

(6) 

where Ie is the critical current of the junction. Holes of this size are 
again made by e-beam lithography on SiN and an example is shown 
above in Figure 2b. 

Consider an N turn torus containing two of these superfluid 
Josephson junctions whose topology is shown below in Figure 4. This 
torus is again connected with a diaphragm pump and the effect of 
rotation on this whole apparatus is measured. 

Superfluid 3He 

Josephson 
Junction 

pre s s ure/c urrent  
transducer � 

d i a p h ra g m  

p u m p  

Figure 4. A torus which is interrupted at two points by 3 He 10sephson 
Junctions is  connected to a diaphragm superfl uid pump and a 
p ressure/current  transducer.  

It can be shown3 that the maximum current through the 
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two junctions in parallel, 10 , is related to the rotation speed of the 
gyroscope by 

I - 21 [21tNR2 n .a] . 
o - e cos 

1(3 (7) 
where 1C3 = h /2 m 3 is the circulation quantum in 3He and the other 
symbols are as before. Thus a measurement of 10 provides 
information on n. 

The operation of such a device requires temperatures 
below 1 mK, holes with size r= 0. 1 Jlm and a very senSItive 
current/pressure transducer. We have constructed, at Berkeley, a 
reorientable millikelvin cryostat1 2 for the purpose of testing the 3H e 
SHEG by modulating the Earth's rotation field threading the sensing 
area. This machine is one of only two of its type in the world. A 
current/pressure transducer of the type used for the ZA V 
oscillators 1 3 has also been constructed for this experiment. 

The fundamental sensitivity limits of this device are as yet 
unknown. However, Eq.7 indicates that3 

(8) 

where (81)min is the minimum resolvable current. Both the value of 
Ie  for a 3He Josephson junction and the limits on (8I )mi n  remain 
unmeasured. Earlier work14 at our laboratory has given indications 
that thermal processes dominate the measurement of very small 
mass currents in narrow channels containing superfluid 3 H  e . . 

Experiments are now under way at Berkeley to characterize single 
Josephson j unctions and to find the sensitivity limits for 
measurement of current through them before fabrication of the 
complete 3He-SHEG. 

C on c l u s i on.  
The potential of devices, based on the macroscopic 

quantum properties of the Helium superfluids, to allow a new type of 
extemely sensitive absolute rotation measurement, is now recognised 
in a number of laboratories around the world. Efforts to develop this 
idea into a system which can be used by geodesists, geophysicists 
and also physicists interested in general relativistic effects are under 
way at Berkeley. This effort is based on our long history of research 

333 



into the macroscopic quantum properties of these superfluids and 
over the last two years we have seen steady progress towards the 
realization of a demonstration device. 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
We would like to acknowledge A .  Amar and Y .  Sasaki for 

their preliminary data shown in Fig 3 .  We thank S.  Vitale for useful 
conversations. This work is supported in part by Air Force 
Geophysical Lab. contract #FI 9628-90-K-0013  P00004, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (N.O.A.A.) and by the 
Institut fur Angewandte Geodasie, Frankfurt, Germany. 

R e fe r e n c e s  

1 .  n.R. Tilley and J .  Tilley, Superfluidity and Superconductivity 2nd­

ed. , Published by Adam Hilger and Sons 1986, p. 39. 
2. M. Cerdonio and S. Vitale, Phys. Rev. B 2 9 ,  48 1 ( 1984); M. Bonaldi, 
S. Vitale and M. Cerdonio Phys. Rev. B 42,  9865 ( 1 990); J. Anandan, 
J. Phys. A. Math Gen. 17,  1367 ( 1984); R. Y. Chiao, Phys. Rev. B 2 5 ,  
1655 ( 1982); O. Avenel and E.  Varoquaux , Jpn. J .  Appl. Phys. 2 6 · 3 ,  
1798 ( 1987); R.E. Packard, N.O.A.A proposal 1988. 
3 .  A tutorial article on superfluid rotation sensors will be published 
by R.E. Packard and S .  Vitale in Phys. Rev. 
4. The superfluid circulation 1C is defined as the integral around a 
closfe� l�op within the superfluid of the superfluid velocity Vs i . e .  

1C = Vs· ell 

5 .  P.W. Anderson, Rev. Mod. Phys. 38,  298 (1966). 
6 .  O. Avenel and E. Varoquaux, Phys. Rev. Lett. 55, 2704 ( 1985) 
7 .  O. Avenel and E. Varoquaux, Phys. Rev. Lett. 60, 416 ( 1988) 
8 .  A. Amar, R. Lozes, J.C. Davis and R.E. Packard to be published. 
9 .  A. Amar, Y Sasaki, J.C. Davis and R.E. Packard to be published. 
10. J.C. Davis, J.D. Close, R.J. Zieve and R.E. Packard, Phys. Rev. Lett. 
6 6 ,  399 ( 199 1 )  
1 1 .  J.R. Hook, Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. 26·3,  159, ( 1 987); E.V. Thuneberg, 
Europhys. Lett. 7 .  441 ,( 1988); J Kurkijarvii, Phys. Rev . B 3 8 ,  1 1 1 84 
(1 988); Ref. 7 above. 
12. J.C. Davis. R.J. Zieve. J.D. Close and R.E. Packard, Physica B 
1 6 5 & 1 6 6 ,  57 (1 990). 
13 .  O. Avenel and E. Varoquaux, in Proc. XIth I.C.E.C. (Butterworths, 
Guilford, 1986). p. 587. 
14. J.P. Pekola, J.C. Davis and R.E. Packard, J. Low Temp. Phys. 71, 141 

334 



THE STABILITY OF THE TERRESTRIAL REFERENCE FRAME INFERRED 
FROM EARTH ORIENTATION SERIES 

R. S. Gross and 1. A. Steppe 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
California Institute o/Technology 
4800 Oak. Grove Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91109-8099 
USA 

ABSTRACT. A terrestrial reference frame (TRF) is defined in practice by the specification of the 
coordinates of a set of observing stations located on the Earth's surface. These station locations 
are currently detennined from observations by the modern, space-geodetic techr..iques of very long 
baseline interferometry (VLBI), satellite laser ranging (SLR), and lunar laser ranging (LLR). Each 
determination defines, in general, its own TRF, although analysis centers attempt to place their 
results within a common TRF by imposing constraints during their data reduction procedures. 
Besides station locations, observations by these techniques are also able to determine me Earth's 
orientation in space, the results being given within the TRF defmed by the station location results. 
Comparisons of Earth orientation series determined by independent techniques and/or observatio�s 
are undertaken in this study in order to infer the level of agreement (in bias and rate) of the TRFs 
within which the Earth orientation results are given. 

The Earth orientation data sets studied were specifically chosen as having been determined 
by use of the same plate tectonic motion model, without adjustment. Corrections for bias and rate 
were determined by an iterative, round-robin scheme in which each data set is compared to a 
combination of all others. The data's stated uncertainties were adjusted at the same time by a factor 
such that the residual, upon differencing with a combination of all other data sets, has a reduced 
chi-square of one. After convergence of this iterative scheme, the relative corrections and 
uncertainty scale factors that have been determined (making the data sets agree with each other in 
bias, rate, and uncertainty) are applied to the data sets prior to forming a com;,ination of them all. 
This combination was then compared to a UTPM series [EOP(IERS) 90 C 02] derived by the 
International Earth Rotation Service (lERS) in order to obtain the additional bias-rate correction that 
must be applied to each data set in order to place it within the same IERS reference frame in which 
this IERS UTPM series is given. The scatter in the rate corrections that must be applied to the data 
sets so that they agree with each other (in rate) is about 0.3 mas/yr, or about 1 ern/yr. This value, 
although representing the scatter in the rate corrections that must be applied to independent 
determinations of Earth orientation series in order for them to agree with each other, should also 
represent the scatter in the rate at which the underlying TRFs are drifting away from each other. 
regardless of the direction of that drift, and can therefore be taken as a measure of the stability of 
the terrestrial reference frame as it is capable of being currently defined. 

1 .  Introduction 

One consequence of global change is a possible rise in �a level, either due to thermal expansion of 
water, or to the addition of new water to the ocean basins from melting of continental glaciers and 
ice sheets (e.g., DOE, 1985; JOI, 1990; NRC, 1990). The level of the seas has been, and 
continues to be, monitored by tide gauges which measure the sea level relative to a benchmark 
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located on land (e.g., Pugh, 1987). Thus, the change in sea level recorded by a tide gauge can be 
caused not only by a changing water level, but also by vertical crustal motions due to, for example, 
tectonic motions or postglacial rebound. If the location and motion of the tide gauge benchmarks 
were accurately determined within a stable terrestrial reference frame (TRF), then the absolute 
change in sea level within that TRF could be recovered. For long-term monitoring of sea level 
change from tide gauge data it therefore becomes important to know how accurately a terrestrial 
reference frame can be dermed, particularly in terins of its long-tenn stability. 

A terrestrial reference frame is a right-handed Cartesian reference frame that is attached to 
the solid Earth in some prescribed manner so that the motion in inertial space of the TRF represents 
the spatial motion of the solid Earth (in some globally averaged sense depending upon the details of 
how the TRF is actually tied to the solid Earth). A terrestrial reference frame is realized in practice 
by specifying the coordinates and secular motions of a globally distributed set of observing stations 
that are located on the surface of the �arth (e.g., Kovalevsky et al., 1989). For purposes of 
terrestrial reference frame definition, these station locations and secular motions are currently 
determined by the modem space-geodetic techniques of very long baseline interferometry (VLBI), 
satellite laser ranging (SLR), and lunar laser ranging (U..R). Each solution for the station locations 
and secular motions determined by these modem space-geodetic techniques dermes its own unique 
TRF, and TRFs defined by different solutions will, in general, differ from each other by being 
offset from each other and/or drifting away from each other. 

In addition to determining the locations and secular motions of observing stations (e.g., 
Lambeck, 1988), the modem techniques of VLBI, SLR, and LLR are also able to determine 
(among other parameters) the orientation of the terrestrial reference frame with respect to either a 
space-fixed, celestial reference frame (defined by the locations of radio sources in the case of 
VLBI), or a quasi-inertial reference frame defined by the orbital motions of the Moon (in the case 
of LLR) or of artificial satellites (in the case of SLR). Each solution for the Earth orientation 
parameters is given in a unique terrestrial reference frame defined by the station locations and 
secular motions used in obtaining that solution. Different Earth orientation solutions will, in 
general, be given within different, TRFs, although analysis centers attempt to place their results 
within a common TRF by imposing constraints during their data reduction procedures. The 
different Earth orientation solutions can be offset from each other (exhibit differences in bias) and 
can drift away from each other (exhibit differences in rate) reflecting differences between the TRFs 
within which the Earth orientation solutions are given. 

The topic of this paper is the accuracy with which terrestrial reference frames are currently 
being defined. As a measure of this accuracy, differences in bias and rate between independent 
solutions of the Earth's orientation are determined. These bias-rate differences of the Earth 
orientation series reflect offset-drift rate differences between the TRFs within which the Earth 
orientation series are given, and can therefore be used as a measure of the stability of the 
underlying TRF. In order to interpret bias-rate differences of independently determined Earth 
orientation series in terms of the stability of the underlying TRF, it is important to study only Earth 
orientation series that have been detennined as similarly as possible. In particular, only Earth 
orientation series have been studied herein that were determined by applying without adjustment 
the plate tectonic motion model AMO-2 of Minster and Jordan (1978) as a model for the secular 
motions of the observing stations. 

2 .  Data Sets and Approach 

The data sets that have been used in this study are identified in Table 1 .  In order to directly 
interpret observed bias-rate differences between Earth orientation series in terms of TRF stability, it 
is important that the Earth orientation series be given within the same TRF, or at least in TRFs that 
.are as similarly defined as possible. In particular, in order to address the question of the long-term 
staoility of the TRF, it is important that each Earth orientation series be determined by a solution 
technique that accounts in the same way for the secular motions of the stations. At the time that 
this study was undertaken, most Earth orientation solutions available to us were solely detennined 
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TABLE t. DATA SETS STUDUED 

DATA SET DATA , ANALYSIS DATA NUMBER PLATE 
NAME TYPE CENTER SPAN POINTS MODEL 

LLR (L1707; �fl), UTO) 
McDonald 2.7m ILR JPL 4/15nO - 6/29/85 8:0 AMo-2 
McDonald LRS ILR JPL 3/2/85 - 1/27/88 35 AMo-2 
McDonald LRS (New Site) ILR JPL 3/28/88 - 12/9/89 20 AMo-2 
CERGA ILR JPL 4{1/84 - 12/20/89 271 AMo-2 
Haleakala ILR JPL 1 1/14/84 - 12/17/89 105 AMo-2 

TEMPO (90 R 01; T, V) 
CA (12) - Spain (63) VLBI JPL 7/18/82 - 8/25/84 57 AMo-2 
CA (14) - Spain (61) VLBI JPL 9n9/82 - 8/1/87 42 AMo-2 
CA (14) - Spain (63) VLBI JPL 1 1/26n9 - 12/10/89 142 AMo-2 
CA (15) - Spain (63) VLBI JPL 10/4/87 - 7/8/90 42 AMo-2 
CA (12) - Australia (43) VLBI JPL 7/2/82 - 7/22/84 58 AMo-2 
CA ( 14) - Australia (42) VLBI JPL 2/15/83 - 9/20/87 34 AMo-2 
CA (14) - Australia (43) VLBI JPL 1O/28n8 - 3/3/90 170 AMo-2 
CA (15) - Australia (43) VLBI ' JPL 1 1/8/87 - 7/9/90 36 AMo-2 

COP (EOP.629) 
Multi-Baseline VLBI GSFC 8/4n9 - 12/29/89 700 AMo-2 
Westford - Ft. Davis VLBI GSFC 6/25/81 - 1/1/84 103 AMo-2 

NAVNET (NAVY 1990-2) 
Multi-Baseline VLBI USNO 9/1 1/88 - 2/21/90 38 AMo-2 

CSR (89 L 02; PMX, PMY) 
LAGEOS SLR U. Texas 5/15n6 - 1/3/89 970 AM 1-2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

IRIS (28SEP90) 
Multi-Baseline VLBI NGS 9/27/80 - 9/15/90 558 Adjusted 
Intensive (UTI Only) �I NGS 4/2/84 - 8/10/90 1357 Adjusted 

by applying without adjustment a plate tectonic motion model as a model for the secular motions of 
the stations. It was therefore decided to study only those Earth orientation series that had been 
detennined in this manner, namely, by applying without adjustment the plate tectonic motion model 
AMO-2 of Minster and Jordan [1978]. As it was also desirable to only study independently 
detennined Earth orientation series, only one LLR series was chosen, namely, that determined at 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratpry (JPL) by Newhall et al. [1990], and only one SLR series was 
chosen, namely, that detennined at the Center for Space Research (CSR) at the L niversity of Texas 
at Austin by Schutz et al.[1989]. Three different data sets derived from independent VLBI 
observations were chosen, namely, that determined from the approximately twice-a-week single 
baseline observations made using the radio telescopes of the Deep Space Network (DSN) of 
NASA [Steppe et al., 1990], that detennined from the approximately weekly multi-baseline 
observations made using the U.S. Naval Observatory's VLBI network (NA VNET; Eubanks et al. , 
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1990), and that determined by the VLBI group of NASA's Crustal Oynamics Project (COP) at 
Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) from both their own VLBI observations, and from their 
reduction of the multi-baseline observations made under the auspices of the International Radio 
Interferometric Surveying (IRIS) subcommission [Ma et al., 1990]. Note that the particular COP 
VLBI solution chosen (EOP.629) was determined by applying the plate tectonic motion model 
AM0-2 without adjustment [C. Ma, personal communication, 1990]. 

Also listed in Table 1 as having been studied are an IRIS multi-baseline solution, and an 
IRIS "Intensive" (UTI only) solution [IRIS Earth Orientation Bulletin No. 80, October, 1990]. 
Bias-rate corrections have been determiried and will be presented for these IRIS series, although 
these corrections were determined separately and in a different manner from how they were 
determined for the other series listed in Table 1 .  The IRIS multi-baseline solution is not completely 
independent of the COP solution since the same raw VLBI observing data were used in 
determining both solutions, at least through the end of 1989 which is the terminating date of the 
COP series. The IRIS "Intensive" series is independent of the other series listed in Table 1, but it 
was determined by a technique in which the station velocities were adjusted, and hence the IRIS 
"Intensive" UTI values are likely to be given within a TRF that is very different from that within 
which the other series are given. Thus, neither IRIS series was included in the iterative, round­
robin technique (see below) that was employed in determining the bias-rate corrections of the other 
series. 

Prior to computing the bias-rate corrections that must be applied to each series in order for 
them to agree with each other, the SLR-derived series (the CSR entry in Table 1 )  was fIrst 
analytically corrected to be in the AMO-2 frame (from the AMI-2 frame) by applying a rate 
adjustment of -0.52 mas/yr to the x-component of polar motion (PMX), and of -0.24 mas/yr to 
the y-component of polar motion (PMY; IERS Annual Report/or 1989, pp. 11-26). Note that the 
SLR-derived UTI values were not used in this study due to problems separating the UTI 
component from effects of unmodelled forces acting upon the satellite causing the node of its orbit 
to drift. . 

The approach used in this study to determine the bias-rate corrections that must be applied 
to the series in order for them to agree with each other (in bias and rate), and hence to be within the 
same terrestrial reference frame, was designed to be as free as possible of the need to make any 
subjective decisions during the process. It was decided not �o use a reference series for 
comparison purposes since a subjective decision would need to be made as to what series to use 
for the reference series. Each series was specifically chosen to be independent of the others so that 
no set of observations would be given 'undue weight. Each series was also treated in the same 
manner so that no series would be given preferential treatment. The approach that was finally 
chosen for purposes of determining the bias-rate corrections was an iterative, round-robin 
approach wherein each series was compared to a combination of all others. The combination was 
obtained by use of a Kalman filter that was developed at JPL for the express purpose of combining 
Earth orientation series [Eubanks, 1988; Morabito et al., 1988; Gross and Steppe, 1990, 1991]. 
At each iterative step, each series was differenced with a combination of all other series in order to 
determine the incremental bias-rate corrections that must be applied to that series in order for it to 
have the same bias and rate as the combination to which it is being compared. At the same time, 
the stated uncertainties of each component of each series were adjusted by determining and 
applying an uncertainty scale factor such that the residual (Le., the differenced series) had a 
reduced chi-square of one. After this had been done for each series during a given iterative step, 
the incremental bias-rate corrections and uncertainty scale factors thus determined for each series 
were applied to each series and the process repeated until convergence was attained (convergence 
being indicated by the incremental bias-rate corrections approaching zero, and the incremental 
uncertainty scale factors approaching one). After this process converged, all the incremental bias­
rate corrections for each series were summed, and all the incremental uncertainty scale factors were 
multiplied, in order to obtain the final values for the bias-rate corrections and uncertainty scale 
facLors that must be applied to the original series in order for them to be consistent with each other 
in bias, rate, and uncertainty. ' 
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TABLE 2. ADJUSTMENTS TO DATA SETS (RELATIVE) 

DATA SET BIAS RATE UNCERTAINTY (a) 
NAME (mas) (mas/yr) SCALE FACTOR 

LLR (L1707; ��, UTO) �� UTO �� UTO �� UTO 
McDonald 2.7m -1.954 3.994 1 .086 1 . 199 

±O.60t to.7St 
McDonald LRS 0.170 0.634 0.917 1.687 

±0.482 ±0.869 
McDonald LRS (New Site) -0.260 3.822 0.716 1 .001 

±0.441 ±0.495 
CERGA 0.479 2.998 0.328 0.650 1 .204 1 . 104-

±0.201 ±0.138 . ±0.125 ±0.086 
HaIeakaIa -1.308 3.262 0.801 0.269 1 .204 1 . 192 

±0.400 ±0.276 ±0.279 ±0.202 

TEMPO (90 R 01; T, V) T V 
. -

T V T V 
CA (12) - Spain (63) -1.877 4.293 1 .240 1 . 181 

±0.553 ±0.876 
CA (14) - Spain (61) -0.123 2.827 1 .196 0.991 

±0.549 ±1 .024 
CA (14) - Spain (63) -0.344 2.109 0.258 -0.524 1 .295 1. 144 

±O.151  ±0.377 ±0.073 ±0.133 
CA (15) - Spain (63) -0.879 1 . 193 1 .021 1 . 130 

±0.231 ±0.744 
CA (12) - Australia (43) -2.495 --4.004 1 . 142 1.160 

±O.222 ±O.744 
CA (14) - Australia (42) -1.842 -3.651 1 . 168 1 .143 

±0.250 ±0.872 
CA (14) - Australia (43) -1 .767 -2.529 0.103 -0.014 1 .456 1 . 1 14 

±0. 1 13 ±0.273 ±0.042 ±0. 1 l0 
CA (15) - Australia (43) -1 .085 -4.028 1 .139 0.852 

±0.184 ±0.409 

CDP (EOP.629) T V T V T V 
Westford - Ft. Davis -0.947 -4.687 1 .649 1 .021 

±0.329 ±0.558 

CDP (EOP.629) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI :?MX PMY UTI 
Multi-Baseline 1.402 -1 .465 -1.616 0.009 0.775 0.559 1 .567 1 .540 2.181 

±0.05 1 ±0.04 7 ±0.099 ±0.027 ±0.025 ±0.060 

NAVNET (NAVY 1990-2) PMX PMY UTI �MX PMY UTI ?MX PMY UTI 
Multi-Baseline 0.97 1 -0.569 -1.475 1 .278 1 .436 1 .274 

±0.168 ±O.l 87 ±0.204 

CSR (89 L 02; PMX, PMY) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI :?MX PMY UTI 
Satellite Laser Ranging -2.176 3.512 -0.025 0.412 0.838 0.835 

±0.059 ±0.055 ±0.032 ±0.029 

REFERENCE TIME FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT IS 1988.0 

3 .  Results 

The bias-rate corrections and uncertainty scale factors that have been detelmined by the above 
iterative, round-robin approach are given in Table 2. These are labelled "relative" corrections since 
they are the corrections that must be applied to each series in order for them to be in agreement 
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TABLE 3. ADJUSTMENTS TO IRIS DATA SETS (RELATIVE) 

DATA SET BIAS RATE UNCERTAINTY (a) 
NAME (mas) (maslyr) SCALE FACTOR 

IRIS (28SEP90) PMX PMY un PMX PMY lITl PMX PMY lITl 
Multi-Baseline -7.421 4.442 -2.821 0.161 0.840 0.331 1 .357 1 .250 1.913 

±O.030 ±O.028 ±O.038 ±0.016 ±0.016 ±0.020 
Intensive (lIT1 Only) _ -2.857 0.445 1.308 

±O.037 ±O.025 

REFERENCE TIME FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT IS 1988.0 

relative to each other. The values for the bias-rate corrections in Table 2 are the sum of all the 
incremental corrections for each series, and the values for the uncertainty scale factors are the 
products of all the incremental scale factors for each series. The errors for the bias-rate corrections 
given in Table 2 are the fonnal errors in detennining the incremental correction during the last 
iterative step. For each series, these results have been detennined and reported in the natural 
reference frame for that series. For single baseline VLBI observations this is the transverse (T), 
vertical (V), degenerate (D) frame [Eubanks and Steppe, 1988], for single station LLR 
observations this is the variation of latitude (�<I»), UTO;-degenerate frame, and for SLR and multi­
baseline VLBI observations this is the usual PMX, PMY, UTI frame. There are no entries in 
Table 2 for components that were either not used (in the case of the CSR UTI values) or whose 
overlap with the other series was not sufficiently long that a reliable rate correction could be 
determined. As can be seen, the bias corrections range from -4.687 mas to 4.293 mas with a 
mean value of -0.262 mas, a median value of -0.724 mas, and a standard deviation of 2.430 mas. 
The rate corrections range from -0.524 mas/yr to 0.801 mas/yr with a mean value of 0.277 
mas/yr, a median value of 0.269 mas/yr, and a standard deviation of 0.374 mas/yr. 

The IRIS data sets listed in Table 1 were not included in the above iterative, round-robin 
scheme since they were either not independent of the other series, or had been determined in a 
different manner from the other series. However, it is still of interest to know how well the bias 
and rate of the IRIS series agree with those of the other series. This was determined by comparing 
the IRIS series to a combination of all the other series after the bias-rate corrections and uncertainty 
scale factors listed in Table 2 for the other series had been applied to them. The "relative" 
corrections listed in Table 3 for the IRIS series are therefore the corrections that must be applied to 
them in order for them to agree (in bias, rate, and uncertainty) with a combination of all the other 
series listed in Table 1 (after the other series had been corrected to agree with each other by 
applying to them the corrections listed in Table 2). The errors listed in Table 3 for the bias-rate 
corrections are simply the fonnal errors in detennining those corrections. Note that in determining 
the corrections for the IRIS series, the bias-rate corrections were detennined first, and then the 
uncertainty scale factors were detennined. Thus, the bias-rate corrections were detennined before 
the uncertainties had been adjusted. This probably has little effect upon the values for the bias-rate 
corrections, but is likely to have a larger effect upon the_ formal errors of those corrections. This is 
probably one reason why the bias-rate errors given in Table 3 for the IRIS series are less than the 
corresponding errors given for the CDP series in Table 2. 

The International Earth Rotation Service (IERS) is responsible for, among other things, 
defining and maintaining a terrestrial reference frame based upon the modem, space-geodetic 
observing techniques of VLBI, SLR, and LLR [e.g., IERS Annual Report for 1989, 1990, pp. 
1-1]. It is of interest to know how well a terrestrial reference frame determined by some individual 
solution agrees with that maintained by the IERS. This is studied herein by comparing the Earth 
orientation series identified in Table 1 with the Earth orientation combination [EOP(IERS) 90 C 02] 
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TABLE 4. COMMON BIAS-RATE CORRECTION APPLIED TO EACH SERIES lIN 
ORDER TO PLACE IT WI1HIN AN IERS REFERENCE FRAlVlE 

PMX 
-2.627 
to.03 1 

BIAS 
(mas) 

PMY 
-0.591 
±0.029 

UTI. 
4.244 

±O.040 

PMX 
-0.044 
to.017 

RA'IE 
(mas/yr) 

PMY 
-0.588 
±0.016 

REFERENCE TIME FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT IS 1988.0 

UTI 
-0.439 
iO.C25 

detennined by the IERS. It is accomplished by determining an additional bias-ra:e correction, 
common to all series, that when added to those given in Tables 2 and 3 makes each series not only 
agree with each other in bias and rate, but also be in the same TRF within which the IERS 
combination [EOP(IERS) 90 C 02] is given. This additional, common, bias-rate correction is 
obtained by first combining all of the series given in Table 1 ,  including the independent IRIS series 
(consisting of the "Intensive" series and the post-I989 multi-baseline values), after applying to 
them the corrections given in Tables 2 and 3 for them. This combination is then compared to the 
IERS combination in order to obtain the additional, common, bias-rate correction that must be 
applied to the series so that they not only agree with each other in bias, rate, and uncertainty, but 
are also in the same TRF as the IERS combination. The additional, common, bias-rate correction 
thus determined is given in Table 4. The error listed in Table 4 for this correction is simply the 
fonnal error in its determination. 

By adding the common correction given in Table 4 to the relative corrections given in Table 
2 for each series, the absolute corrections given in Table 5 are obtained. These corrections are 
tenned "absolute" since they are the corrections that must be applied to the original series in order 
for them to not only agree with each other in bias, rate, and uncertainty, but also be in that 
particular TRF within which the IERS combination [EOP(lERS) 90 C 02] is given. The values in 
Table 5 are the sum of the values in Tables 2 and 4, but given in the natural reference frame for 
each series. No entry is given for the CSR UTI values as these were not used in this study. If no 
relative rate correction is given in Table 2 for some series, then the corresponding en'l'y in Table 5 
for that series is just the common rate correction (but given, of course, in the natural reference 
frame for that series). The errors listed in Table 5 are the square root of the sr:m Olf the squares 
(rss) of the errors given in Tables 2 and 4 (but determined and given in the naturcl reference frame 
for each series). As can be seen, the absolute bias corrections range in value from -4.802 mas to 
9.017 mas, with an average value of 0.626 mas, a median value of 0.263 mas, and a standard 
deviation of 3.388 mas. The absolute rate corrections range in value from -0.474 mas/yr to 0.605 
mas/yr, with an average value of 0.005 mas/yr, a median value of -0.035 mas/yr, and a standard 
deviation of 0.286 mas/yr. Note that the rate statistics given here were computed by excluding 
those rate entries in Table 5 for series for which no relative rate corrections were cetennined. 

Table 6 gives the absolute corrections for the IRIS series which are obtained by summing 
the entries in Tables 3 and 4. The errors given in Table 6 are the rss of the errors given in Tables 3 
and 4. 
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TABLE 5. ADJUSTMENTS TO DATA SETS (ABSOLUTE) 

DATA SET BIAS RATE 
NAME (mas) (mas/yr) 

LLR (L1707; AeI>, UTO) AeI> UTO AeI> UTO 
McDonald 2.7m -1 .891 9.017 -0.559 -0.284 

±0.602 ±0.752 ±0.016 ±0.023 
McDonald LRS 0.232 5.657 -0.559 -0.284 

±0.483 ±0.870 ±O.016 ±0.023 
McDonald LRS (New Site) -0.197 8.845 -0.559 -0.284 

±0.442 ±0.496 ±O.016 ±0.023 
CERGA -2.057 5.450 0.355 -0.074 

±0.203 ±0. 142 ±0. 127 ±0.088 HaleakRIa 0.858 7.797 0.605 0.053 
±0.401 ±0.279 ±0.279 ±0.203 

TEMPO (90 R 01; T, V) T V T V 
CA (12) - Spain (63) 0.349 0.294 -0.226 0.486 

±0:554 ±0.876 ±0.022 ±0.020 
CA (14) - Spain (61) . 2. 1 10 -1 . 172 -0.227 0.484 

±0.550 ±1 .024 ±0.022 ±0.020 
CA (14) - Spain (63) 1 .889 -1 .890 0.03 1 -0.039 

to. 155 ±0.379 ±0.076 ±0. 135 
CA (15) - Spain (63) 1 .354 -2.806 -0.227 0.484 

±0.234 ±0.745 ±0.022 ±0.020 
CA (12) - Australia (43) -3.799 0.689 -0.576 -0.401 

iO.224 ±0.745 ±0.016  ±0.021 
CA (14) - Australia (42) -3.134 1 .043 -0.577 -0.399 

±0.25 1 ±0.873 ±0.016 ±0.021 
CA (14) - Australia (43) -3.060 2. 165 -0.474 -0.413 

±0.tl7 ±0.275 ±0.045 ±0. 1 I2 
. CA (15) - Australia (43) -2.378 0.666 -0.577 -0.399 

±0. 186 ±0.41 1  ±0.016 ±0.021 

COP (EOP.629) T V T V 
Westford - Ft. Davis ·-0.429 -0.482 -0.294 -0.548 

±O.331 ±O.S59 ±O.O20 ±O.O2 1 

COP (EOP.629) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI 
Multi-Baseline -1 .225 -2.056 2.628 -0.035 0 . 187 0. 120 

±O.060 ±0.055 ±O. 107 ±O.032 ±0.030 ±O.065 

NA VNET (NAVY 1990-2) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI 
Multi-Baseline -1 .656 -1 .161 2.769 -0.044 -0.588 -0.439 

±O.17 1 ±0. I90 ±O.208 ±O.OI7 ±0.OI6  ±O.025 

CSR (89 L 02; PMX, PMY) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI 
Satellite Laser Ranging -4.802 2.921 -0.069 -0. 176 

±O.067 ±0.062 ±O.036 ±0.033 

REFERENCE TIME FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT IS 1988.0 
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TABLE 6. ADJUSTMENTS TO IRIS DATA SETS (ABSOLUTE) 

DATA SET BIAS RATE 
NAME (mas) (mas/yr) 

IRIS (28SEP90) PMX PMY UTI PMX PMY UTI 
Multi-Baseline -10.048 3.85 1 1 .423 0. 1 17 0.252 -0. 108 

±O.043 ±0.040 ±O.055 ±O.023 ±0.023 ±O.032 
Intensive (UTI Only) 1 .387 0.006 

±0.054 ±O.035 

REFERENCE TIME FOR RATE ADJUSTMENT IS 1988.0 

4 .  Conclusions 

The results given in Tables 2 and 5 are the main results of this study. For the question of the long­
term stability of the terrestrial reference frame, the rate correction results are the most important If 
the standard deviation of these rate corr�tions is used as a measure of how stably the terrestrial 
reference frame can be currently determined, then it is seen that it can be determined to within about 
0.3 mas/yr to 0.4 mas/yr, or about 1 cm/yr. This value, although representing the scatter in the 
rate corrections that must be applied to independent determinations of Earth orientation series in 
order for them to agree with each other in rate, should also represent the scatter in the rate at which 
the underlying TRFs are drifting away from each other, regardless of the direction of that drift As 
planned improvements to the hardware and software of the o�serving systems are implemented, 
these rate discrepancies should diminish, with concomitant improvement in the detennination of the 
terrestrial reference frame. 
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ABSTRACT . In 1986 and 1987 the Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy 
Observatory in South Africa and the Wettzel1 Geodetic Fundamental 
Station in Bavaria , FiG , performed two short series of daily VLBI 
experiments for polar motion monitoring . The two ser:'..es were 
scheduled for periods of about 35 days with each session lasting 
only 2 hours . The purpose of these short daily sessions was to 
demonstrate the potential of the VLBI technique to monitor polar 
motion by relatively short and inexpensive experiments on a long 
north - south baseline . Furthermore , this first daily pole pos:tion 
monitoring proj ect should allow to investigate short period 
fluctuations of the pole . 

Here we present the final results of the two series . Small 
scale fluctuations in . the path of the pole are discernible and 
were analysed with spectral analysis techniques .  The raw data 
shows accuracies of abo.ut I mas for each pole component . 
Considering the reduced observing requirements compared with 
present day earth orientation monitoring networks , these results 
demonstrate the high sensitivity of north-south baselines for 
both components of polar motion . 

1 .  INTRODUCTION 

In January and February 1986 and 1987 the Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy 
Observatory (HartRAO) in South Africa was temporarily equipped with a Mark 
III data acquisition terminal and a wide band dual frequency re�eiver on loan 
from the US National Geodetic Survey (NGS) , National Oceanographic and Atmos ­
pheric Administration of the U S Department of Commerce (NOAA) . The instal ­
lation of this equipment for the first time permitted measurements of highest 
accuracy with a station in the southern hemisphere . 

With the Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomy Observatory and the Wettzell 
Geodetic Fundamental Station in the Federal Republic of Germany a long 
north-south baseline was formed which is almost equally sensitive to changes 
in both components of polar motion as compared to a single east-west baseline 
which - with restrictions - can only be sensitive to one component . The base­
line between the Wettzell Geodetic Fundamental Station and HartRAO has a z 
component of 7580 km.  This is about eight times its x component and five 
times its y component which results in large values for the partial deriva­
tives of .  the pole components and thus a high sensitivity for changes in these 
parameters . 

In order to exploit the sensitivity of this baseline , daily pclar motion 
measurements of short duration were initiated in 1986 , complementary to those 
routinely observed in the IRIS- Intensive proj ect for UTI determinations 
(Robertson et al . ,  1985) . Two series of daily measurements spanning periods 
of 30 to 36 days were prepared using any day where the stations were not 
occupied by multi - station measurements . The main purpose of the daily 
sessions was to demonstrate the potential of the VLBI techn:l.que to monitor 
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polar motion by relatively short and inexpensive measurements on a long 
north- south baseline . Furthermore , the first daily pole position measurements 
would allow a search for short period fluctuations of the pole . 

2 .  OBSERVATIONS 

In 1986 25 sessions were scheduled in the period of January 12 to 
" February 11 . Most of them took place at the same sidereal time in the morning 
( 7h UT) while s ix measurements had to be shifted to the evening hours ( 20h 
UT) because the Wettze11 observatory was occupied by other commitments in the 
morning . In 1987 only 24 sessions but all at the same sidereal time were 
scheduled between Januray 21 and February 27 . 

For practical reasons the sessions of the single baseline observations 
were restricted to use no more than two magnetic tapes for data recording per 
station in 1986 and three magnetic tapes in 1987 . About 200 to 400 seconds 
integration time were used to receive s ignals from the radio sources for each 
delay observable resulting in 10 to 15 observations for a s ingle session . 

The small number of individual delay observables in a session puts 
severe restraints on the geometric configuration of the observations . Unlike 
short term UTl determinations , for example the IRIS Intensive series , short 
polar motion measurements are strongly affected by intrinsic high correla­
tions between one polar motion component and the clock offset between the two 
stations . In order to reduce correlations and achieve well conditioned normal 
equations it is important to use a distinct configuration of observations 
relative to the baseline which we shall discuss later . 

Figure 1 .  Location and Orientation of Baseline Reference System 
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Conventional scheduling programs , like SKED , display the instantaneous 
source positions relative to each station and do not disclose any information 
about the position of the source relative to the baseline . In order to select 
the observations according to special requirements a procedure was developed 
which graphically displays the geometric configuration of each observation 
relative to a fictitious baseline reference point . This reference point is 
defined as the proj ection of the baseline midpoint onto the ellipsoid and 
serves as the origin of a topocentric system with the tangential plane being 
the equatorial plane of this system (Figure 1) . . 

Station B Station A 

Figure 2 .  Geometry of Baseline Reference System and Horizon Mask 

In a different proj ection the baseline system can be interpreted as a 
hemisphere put on top of the ellipsoid at the baseline reference point . 
Figure 2 gives an impression how the sky available for observations is limi ­
ted depending on the baseline length . Perpendicular to the baseline , how­
ever , the areas are narrowed but the depth of these valleys remains un­
changed .  Both , the horizon limits of the two stations and the observations 
are best displayed in a stereographic proj ection (Figure 3 ) . The solid line 
is the natural horizon while the dashed line is a 10° elevation limit . 

The observing schedule of 1986 consisted of 11 observations with a 
maximum hour angle separation of 126 ° and a minimum elevation of 10° . Simu­
lations have shown that part of the observations should span as wi�e an hour 
angle as poss ible and part of them should be placed in the zenith of the 
baseline reference point in order to reduce correlations and to increase the 
accuracy of the pole pos ition results (Nothnagel et ·al . ,  1988 ) . In 1987 the 
schedule was prepared using the display method explained above and provided 
15 observations with a maximum hour angle separation of 139 ° and an elevation 
cut- off of 20° to reduce atmospheric refraction effects . 

It should be emphasised here that the observations in the valleys per­
pendicular to the baseline are most important for a good constitution of the 
normal equations for all types of experiments . Independent of the purpose of 
the experiment the angular separation of these observations affects the 
degree of correlation between the clock offset and the vertical component in 
this system and thus the overall accuracy . 
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180 

Figure 3 .  Stereographic Proj ection of Baseline Reference System 
(Observing Schedule of 1987 with 20 ° Elevation Limit)  

3 .  DATA ANALYSIS 

The analysis of short duration measurements for the estimation of the 
components of polar motion has to rely on externally determined terrestrial 
and celestial reference frames as well as on the precession . nutation and 
spin matrices to be able to establish the relationship between the reference 
frames . For the final analysis of the daily polar motion observations all 
necessary information to define the reference frames was taken from the NASA 
CDP627 global VLBI solution (Ma et al . .  1990) . · This data set contains the 
data of all available Mark III network measurements between 1980 and 1989 
including 24 IRIS - S  network observing sessions of 24-hour duration in which 
HartRAO participated for the last four years . This time span was necessary to 
gather enough data to ensure that this solution provides an adequate foun­
dation for the HartRAO station coordinates relative to Wettzell . 

All sessions of the intensive polar motion campaign were individually 
reduced using the CALC 7 . 0/S0LVE software system . The use of the terrestrial 
and celestial reference frames from the global solution CDP627 for our ana­
lysis made it necessary to also apply the respective nutation corrections . 
Therefore . we performed spectral analyses of the nutation offset results of 
CDP627 similar to the technique used by Herring et al . ( 1986) . In the reduc ­
tion of the daily polar motion measurements we then introduced nutation cor­
rections which we computed analytically from the coefficients of the spectral 
analyses . For the tropospheric corrections we used the CfA 2 . 2  model (Davis 
et al . •  198 5 )  based on surface meteorological data . The ionospheric refrac ­
tion was calibrated by dual frequency observations . 

In the least squares adj ustments only the two polar motion components 
Xp .  yp . and the offset and rate between the two station clocks were estimated . 
Higher order clock terms were neglected in these short observing sessions as 
were estimates for atmospheric excess path delays . 

The formal errors of the pole coordinates were based on observation 
weights adj usted so that the Chi - s���re (x2) per degree of freedom ratio are 



close to unity .  In 1986 an average of about 100 psec was added quadratically 
to each a priori s igma of the delay observables . These contributions to the 
a priori variances should account for unmodelled effects in the data reduc ­
tion (Herring et  al . ,  1986 ) . As has been mentioned the observing schedules of 
1987 were prepared with a more sophisticated strategy which further reduced 
the sensitivity of the observations to atmospheric modelling errors . This 
resulted in a reduced scatter of the residuals and thus a x2 of about 1 was 
achieved by adding only about 50 psec to each a priori sigma .  

4 .  RESULTS 

Figures 4 and 5 depict the pole paths of early 1986 and 1987 according 
to the daily measurements together with the results from S - daily multi­
station IRIS experiments . The average formal errors of the 1986 results are 
0 . 73 mas for the x component and 0 . 38 mas for the y component while in 1987 
the formal errors are 0 . 43 mas and 0 . 27 mas , respectively . S ince the error 
bars are too small to be seen in this scale the data points are depicted as 
crosses of a fixed s ize . The daily pole position results show a smooth path 
within the pole positions fixed by the results of the 24 hour IRIS-A measure­
ments . Differences between an interpolated pole path of the IRIS-A results 
and the actual measurements do not exceed five sigma .  There may , however , be 
a small offset in the y component of about 1 mas between the IRIS-A and the 
intensive series . This offset may be due to inconsistent J!{artRAO station 
coordinates of the order of 3 cm. 
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5 .  ERROR ANALYS IS 

The analysis .of the daily VLBI measurements may be affected by several 
systematic error sources .  In order to estimate the influence of these pos ­
s ible systematic error sources calculations were performed changing the mag­
nitude of these effects and comparing the results . The most uncertain part in 
the analysis of VLBI measurements is the tropospheric correction . The influ­
ence of the tropospheric corrections is dependent on the schedule and thus 
changes between 1986 and 1987 owing to the change in the elevation limit from 
10° to 20° . 

The imperfections in the analytical model for the nutation corrections 
introduces small errors in the pole positions as well . In UTI there are small 
differences between the values interpolated from the 5 - dai1y IRIS-A 
measurements and resu1 ts of daily UTI measurements performed wi thin the 
IRIS- Intensive campaign (Robertson et a1 . .  1985 ) . The combined effect of 
these systematic error sources is determined by forming the root sum squared 
(RSS) of the errors . 

The results indicate that in 1986 the maj or contribution to the error 
budget is the tropospheric refraction.  A comparison between the RSS error and 
the standard deviation of this year shows that the formal errors of the pole 
position results may be too optimistic . In 1987 the influence of the tropos ­
pheric refraction has been reduced cons iderably and possible systematic 
errors are at the same level as the measurement noise . In both years the 
scatter of the results about a mean pole path which can also be interpreted 
as a measure of repeatability seems to confirm the validity of this estimate . 
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Estimate of Systematic Errors 

ERROR SOURCE Xp yP 
[mas ] [mas ] 

Nutation dy, 0 . 12 0 . 12 
d£ 0 . 32 0 . 20 

DUT1 0 . 35 0 . 20 

Troposphere 1986 0 . 80 0 . 60 
1987 0 . 12 0 . 09 

RSS 1986 1 . 0  0 . 5  
1987 0 . 5  0 . 3  

Av . Standard 1986 0 . 73 0 . 38 
Deviation 1987 0 . 43 0 . 27 

Table 1 

6 .  SPECTRAL ANALYSIS 

One of the goals of the polar motion intensive series was to investigate 
possible short period fluctuations of the pole path which are hardly to be 
detected by 5 - dai1y observing intervals . Therefore . a spectral analysis was 
performed with the data . The two data sets with x and y components were first 
transformed into along- track ( tangential) and cross - track (radial) components 
as described by Schuh ( 1989) . This was achieved by fitting c ircles to the data 
(Figure 6 )  and subsequently calculating residuals to the average radii and 
angles . Equally spaced data is required for the spectral analysis and missing 
data points were interpolated linearly . 

Table 2 contains the results of our analysis . The signa1 - to - noise - ratio 
( SNR) is calculated by dividing the amplitudes through the respective sigma .  
The spectral analyses o f  the polar motion data o f  both years yielded several 
periods with significant amplitudes exceeding the 3 - sigma threshold . More 
periods are found in the 1987 data owing to the improved observing strategy 
and thus smaller standard deviations in the polar motion res�lts . 

In 1987 the 13 . 7  day period has the largest amplitude and the highest 
signa1 - to-noise - ratio of all periods detected . In 1986 the only period which 
may correspond to this is a 12 . 3  day period . However . this deviation may 
result from the observing schedule which was somewhat worse in 1986 than that 
in 1987 . The period found is very close to the theoretical earth tide 
frequency of 13 . 66 days which is a sound indication of real detection . A 
s imilar degree of agreement between the data of the two years can be found in 
the 2 3 . 1  day period in the radial component of 1986 and the one of 20 . 2  days 
in the 1987 data which have similar amplitudes in the range of about 1 mas . 

There are a. few periods with cycles shorter than the 10 day Nyquist 
frequency detectable by the regular 5 - dai1y IRIS-A observations . Although 
their signa1 - to-noise - ratios seem to confirm a high probability of real 
existence some of the amplitudes of the short periods are at the same level 
as possible systematic effects . Therefore . much longer observing periods with 
daily observations are required to make full use of the high temporal 
resolution and to achieve doubtless detections . 
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Results of the Spectral Analysis 

Data set Component Period Amplitude 
[ days ] [mas ] 

1986 radial 4 . 2  0 . . 32 ± 0 . 08 
8 . 5  0 . 49 ± 0 . 08 

12 . 3  0 . 65 ± 0 . 08 
23 . 1  1 . 39 ± 0 . 08 

tangential 6 . 3  1 . 46 ± 0 . 61 
7 . 4 1 . 71 ± 0 . 60 

1987 radial 2 . 9  0 . 21 ± 0 . 07 
7 . 2  0 . 59 ± 0 . 07 
9 . 6  0 . 33 ± 0 . 08 

13 . 3  1 . 15 ± 0 . 08 
20 . 2  0 . 80 ± 0 . 09 

tangential 3 . 8  0 . 06 ± 0 . 02 
5 . 1  0 . 11 ± 0 . 02 
6 . 5  0 . 08 ± 0 . 02 

14 . 9  0 . 12 ± 0 . 02 

Table 2 
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CONCLUSION AND OUTLOOK 

This series of short daily pole position measurements on a s ingle base­
line has shown that the technique of geodetic VLBI is capable of monitoring 
polar motion with very high temporal resoluti9n . The basis for the success of 
this proj ect was the north-south baseline between Hartebeesthoek in South 
Africa and Vettzell in the Federal Republic of Germany which is particularly 
sensitive to polar motion. The design of the observing schedules plays an 
important role in achieving these remarkable results . 

In the polar motion data presented here s ignificant periods shorter 
than 30 days were identified . A period of 13 . 7  days was found in both the 
1986 and 1987 intensive series with a high degree of reliability .  However , 
signal - to-nolse- ratlos of most other periods are comparably small and thus 
need further confirmation through longer observing periods . In addition , some 
of the amplitudes of the short periods detected in this analysis are at the 
same level as possible systematic effects .. 

The internal accuracy of these 2 - 3-hour measurements is only slightly 
worse than the 24h sessions using the 4 or 5 station IRIS-A network . Never­
theless , observations with networks of stations and observing sessions of 24-
hour duration will always be necessary to provide the required information 
about the terrestrial and celestial reference frames . 

The ideal setup for checking the absolute accuracy of s�ch polar motion 
observations is a configuration with two parallel north- south baselines . This 
idea was partly realised by a network of four stations (Vettzell , HartRAO , 
Kashima and Hobart) which performed short daily observations for a period of 
1 month from February 13 to March 13 , 1991 . The schedules were prepared so 
that two independent solutions with either the triangle Vettzell - HartRAO -
Kashima or the triangle Kashima - HartRAO - Hobart will be poss ible in 
addition to a combined solution . The total observing time was roughly three 
hours and each station recorded three full passes . Ve anticipate that these 
observations will allow a rigorous determination of the absolute accuracy of 
such short term observations . 
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ON THE DAMPING OF THE NEARLY DIURNAL FREE WOBBLE 
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The spectral analysis of modern VLBI measurements allows us , firs t ,  to 
obtain reliable data concerning the period , amplitude and attenuation 
of the nearly diurnal free wobble (NDFW) . The value of the period of 
NDFW gives mainly information about the flattening of the core -mantle 
boundary , whereas the value of the quality factor Q is connected with 
( 1 )  the anelastic properties of the mantle , ( 2 )  dissipation of tidal 
enery in the ocean as well as with ( 3 )  the viscous and electromagnetic 
diss ipation in the liquid core . We consider here the influence of the 
first two effects . It  is , found , that the dissipation of the tidal en­
ergy in the anelastic mantle and in the ocean results in the attenua­
tion of the NDFW with the value of Q - 1 . 5 - 105 , which corresponds to 
the time of attenuation of the order of 150 years . This means , that 
the amplitude and phase of NDFW' may preserve some invariable values 
during the time intervals ,  which are comparable or even essentially 
longer than all the time where modern VLBI -measurements are available . 
The comparison of the theoretical values of Q with the results of VLBI 
- as well as of modern tidal gravity measurements gives us the new 
possibilities to estimate the upper bounds of the mantle ' s  anelas tic 
properties ,  liquid core ' s  viscosity and core -mantle electromagnetic 
coupling at the range of diurnal frequencies . 

1 .  INTROCUCTION 

Modern" VLBI -measurements allow us , first , to obtain reliable data for 
period . amplitude and attenuation of free core nutation ( FCN) . After 
the spectral analysis of 234 series of measurements which were perfor ­
med during - 4 years , Herring , Gwinn and Shapiro ( 1986) have disco ­
vered FCN with an amplitude of ( 5 , l±l , 8) - 10- 4 mas and 'with a period of 
432 , 2  mean solar days in space . The simple analysis of these new data 
(Gwinn , Herring , Shapiro , 1986) led to the important conclusion that 
the agreement between the results of measurements and Wahr ' s  ( 1981) 
theory may be reached after replacing the hydrostatic value of the 
core -mantle flattening eh ... ( 2 , 53 to 2 , 56) - 10- 3 by e == 1 , 67 - 10- 3 
The different possible explanations of new VLBI -data ( including the 
new values of the forced nuta�ion amplitudes ) were considered in a 
number of papers . Wahr & Bergen ( 1986) and Dehant ( 1986 ; 1988 ; 1989 ; 
1990) have compared the effects of the mantle ' s  inelasticity which 
were calculated based on the Anderson & Minster ( 1979)  and Zschau & 
Wang ( 1985) rheological models with discrepancies between observed and 
theoretical (Wahr , 1981) nutation amplitudes . They concluded,  that 
these effects are too small and that they cannot explain the main dis -
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crepancies . They used rheological models for the mantle which were 
mainly based on the extrapolation of the comparatively well -known 
inelastic properties of the mantle in the range of the periods ". of 
the Earth ' s  free oscillations ( from a few seconds to one hour) and the 
insufficient and perhaps not very reliable data , of the mantle' s 
inelasticity at Chandler ' s  period ( ".-14 month) up to the significantly 
different nutation periods ".=1 day . Obviously , such extrapolation may 
not be exact and reliable enough . Moreover , it is possible that the 
superposition of different perturbing factors ( such as uncertainties 
of our knowledge of the mantle ' s  inelastic properties , core -mantle 
boundary flattening e ,  the value of the moment of inertia C , of the 
liquid core etc . ) can give some alternative explanations of tbe afore -

o mentioned disagreement . To exclude these uncertainties Molodenski & 
Kramer ( 1987) have calculated the nutation amplitudes for a large num­
ber (-10000) of Earth ' s  models with different values of e , C  and with 
different mantle ' s  rheological properties , which were described by an 
arbitrary frequency- dependent function f(a) , varying in a sufficiently 
wide range . As a result , the region of the possible values of the pa­
rameters ( e , Cl , f) was constructed for which the nutation amplitudes 
and the period of FCN are in sufficient agreement with their theoreti­
cal values . 

It was found that there is a closed region of possible values of e 
within a comparatively short interval 

(1 )  

which is practically independent o f  the adopted values of C1 • At the 
same time , the possible values of f are strongly dependent on Ct . Thus 
for Cl/C - 0 , 11 ;  0 , 115 and 0 , 12 (where C is the total moment ot iner­
tia of the Earth) the limitations of f are 

-18 � f � -4 , 5 ;  -3 � f � 9 , 5  and 13 , 5  � f � 24 , ( 2 )  

respectively . I n  case o f  the model o f  inelasticity ,  adopted by Wahr & 
Bergen ( 1986") and described by the relation 

( 3 ) 

(where a is the frequency , r is the radius , Q (a , r) are the parameters " of the mantle ' s  mechanical quality and Q (r)  is the known distribu-" tion of Q with depth at the frequencies of the Earth' s free oscilla-" tions 00 ) the limitations ( 3 )  are reduced to the conditions 

n < 0 , 2  for T 
2ft' 

... - .. 1 • 

2ft' 
and n < 0 , 5  for To 100 • .  

(4a) 

(4b) 

These restrictions are not as rigid as those which follow from the 
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analysis of the Chandler wobble ; nevertheless , they are of interest 
because they correspond to the essentially different range of frequen­
cies . 

Moreover , some effects were considered which may be connected with the 
existence of a rigid inner core , core -mantle topography and with the 
.possible influence of small errors in the adopted system of nutation 
constants for a rigid Earth . 

Vries & Wahr ( 1990) and Buffett , Herring & Shapiro ( 1990) have estima­
ted that the influence of the rigid inner core on the ampl�tuce of the 
retro�rade annual nutation is extremely weak (of the order of ( 3  to 4)  
• 10- arc seconds only) and that it can , consequently, not explain 
the disagreement between measurements and theory . 

Kinoshita & Souchay ( 1988)  and Zhu & Groten ( 1989 ) have recalculated 
the nutation amplitudes of the rigid Earth , taking into account the 
higher order effects in the motion of Moon and Sun . It  was found , that 
these effects , too , are comparatively small . 

The influence of the core -mantle boundary (CMB) topography on the am­
plitudes of the forced nutations was considered by Dehant ( 1990) and 
Bykova ( 1991 ) . Dehant ( 1990) has estimated that the nutation amplitu­
des are sensitive enough to the CMB topography . Bykova ( 1991) has ob ­
tained the possible values of the corresponding effects , by taking 
into account modern results (Morelli & Dziewonski , 1987 ) , of the core ­
mantle boundary . It was shown , that the influence of CMB on the nuta­
tion amplitudes depends mainly on the resonant excitation nf the iner­
tial waves in the liquid core . From a formal view point this effect 
may be large enough even for the very small amplitudes of CMB topogra­
phy , provided that the CMB is close enough to some "resonant" forms 
(which are described by a single spherical harmonic � ( 8 , � ) with 
different values of n , m ,  which depend on the frequency) . 

But a more detailed analysis shows that the probability of such coin­
cidence is extremely low . Using the assumption about Gaussian distri­
bution of the CMB coefficients in the spherical harmonics ;sxpansion 
and taking into account the limitation of (Morelli & Dziewons�i , 1987 ) 
on the total amplitude of the CMB topography , Bykova has estimated 
that this probability is only equal to -10- s .  Thus , the discrepancy 
between theoretical and observed nutation amplitudes can certainly not 
be attributed to the influence of CMB topography . 

Summarizing we may conclude that all sets of modern data of forced nu­
tation amplitudes give mainly ( 1 )  information on the flattening of the 
core -mantle boundary and ( 2 )  not very rigid restrictions on the poss!­
ble rheological properties of the mantle for - the nearly- diur�al range 
of frequencies . 

The situation is quite different for the data interpolation in the 
damping of FCN . The main sources of the FCN energy dissipation should 
be ( 1 )  in the ocean ; ( 2 ) in the inelastic mantle and ( 3 )  in the liquid 
core . In the last case , the dissipation may be caused by two possible 
sources : (a)  viscous friction on the core -mantle boundary or (b) elec ­
tromagnetic dissipation . 
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The modern information on the Earth' s core viscosity and lower 
mantle ' s  electroconductivity is very poor and is mainly based on some 
physical limitations . Frenkel ( 1950) has estimated that the viscosity 
v of melted metals for temperatures and pressures which exist in the 
Earth ' s  liquid core , is of the order of 0 . 1  Poise , while the viscosity 
of the s ilicates is of the order of 101 0  -101 3  Poises under the same 
conditions . The estimation v-O , l  Poise was confirmed by Gans ( 1972 ) . 
Up to now this value of viscosity is usually considered as most pro ­
bab1e . The data for the attenuation of seismic waves which penetrate 
the l iquid core result in the restriction v � 109 Poise (Zharkov , Tru­
bitzin ,  1980) ; the attenuatio"n of the Earth ' s  free oscillations prac ­
tically does not depend on the value v (MacDonald , Ness , 1961) . Thus , 
up to now the estimates of the Earth ' s  core viscosity which are based 
on physical considerations , have not yet found an experimental geophy­
sical confirmation . Obviously , if the main cause of the FCN attenua­
tion is the dissipation in the liquid core , then the data of the FCN 
damping can fill in this gap . At the same time , if the attenuation of 
FCN is mainly connected with the dissipation in the inelastic mantle , 
then the measurements of the quality factor QFCN  will permit us to 
certainly obtain essentially more rigid restrictions for the possible 
values Q • The basic aim of this report is the consideration of the 
effects tl )  and ( 2 ) , i . e .  the estimation of the influence of the dis ­
sipation in the real ocean and in the inelastic mantle on the attenua ­
tion of free core nutation . 

2 . THE GOVERNING EQUATIONS 
The influence of the real ocean on free and forced nutations of the 
Earth was earlier considered in (Wahr , Sasao , 1981 ; Mo1odenski , 1981) 
and the effects of the mantle ' s  inelasticity were considered in 
(Mo1odenski , 1981 ; Wahr & Bergen , 1986 ; Dehant , 1986 , 1988 , 1989 , 
1990) . We shall use here the system of governing equations of Molo ­
denski ( 1981 ) , which give the possibility to take into account the in­
fluence of both the inelastic mantle and the real ocean on the forced 
nutation as well as FCN in a similar way , in terms of the effective 
rigidi ty coefficients �..t • • •  �4 of the mantle which describe the reac ­
tlon of the system ( inelastic mantle plus real ocean) on the action of 
the volume forces and surface loads on the core -�antle boundary . 

We shall use here the system of cartesian coordinates (x , y , z ) , which 
are described by the following system of conditions : 

( 1 )  At some initial moment 9f time to the axes (x , y , z ) coincide with 
the principal axes of the Earth' s ellipsoid of inertia A and C .  
( including mantle , liquid core and ocean) , correspondingly ; and 

( 2 )  the motion of this reference frame at any subsequent time is de ­
scribed by the condition 

where �2 is the volume which is occupied by the system of mantle plus 
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ocean only , u is the velocity of the mass element pdTz !ith respect 
to the mobile reference frame (x , y , z ) , p is density and r is the ra· 
dius vector . 

In this system of coordinates the relation between the componsnts of 
the Earth ' s angular mom!ntum vector Mj and the vector of our reference 
frame angular velocity w reads as follows : 

Hi - (Ii � 1 ) +Ii � 2 » wk + III p r x � dT1 , 
Tl  ( 6 )  

where I ( 1 ) and I ( Z )  are the inertia tensors o f  the liquid core i lt  i lt  
and the system mantle plus ocean , respectively , which are defined by 
the relations : 

I ( 1 ) x x  I ( l ) - A ' yy l '  

I ( Z )  _ I ( Z )  ... A ; x x  yy  - "'2  

IX � l )  ... - III pxz dT 1 ; 
T1 

Ix �Z )  - - III pxz dTz ; 
TZ 

I ( 1 ) - C . 
z z 1 ' 

I ( Z )  ... C • z z  z '  

I ( 1 ) ... - III pyz dT 1 ; y z 

Iy �Z )  - - III pyz dTz i 
TZ 

( 7 )  

where (A1 , C1 ) and (Az ' Cz ) are the principal moments o f  inextia o f  the 
l iquid core and of the system (mantle plus ocean) , respectively . 

Let us suppose here that the liquid core is incompressible and homoge ­
neous . In this case it is possible to use the well known Poincare ' s  
solution for the liquid core which describes the spatial dest=ibution 
of the pressure P and displacements u as follows : 

P _ p [(r� _ 

o+w 
� _ V -V ] o 1 t i 

W 

2w 
(o

z
-4w

z
) u ... V(r + --- k xV(r + 

oZ 

( Sa) 

( 8b)  

where 0 is the angular frequency in the mobile reference frame , w is  
the angular velocity of  the Earth ' s rotation , k is a unit vector , 
which is oriented along the axis z ,  

( 9 )  
2 

359 



is the potential of the centripetal force for the case of the Earth ' s 
uniform rotation , 

r2 
�1 - - -- s in 9 cos 8 Re ( E ei ( v t - A »  

a2 ( 10)  

is the variation of �o ' which is connected with the nutational motion ; 
a is the Earth ' s mean radius ; 8 is colatitude ; l is the longitude ; E 
is a complex number which defines the amplitude and phase of nutatio ­
nal motion of w with respect to the mobile reference frame : 

Vt is the tide generating potential 

r2 

Vt - vt sin 8 cos 8 cos (ot-l) ; 
a2 

(11)  

( 12 )  

Vt i s  the amplitude o f  Vt ; Vi i s  the variation o f  the potential , which 
is associated with the redistribution of masses ins ide the Earth ;  in 
case of a laterally homogeneous inelastic mantle Vi may be given in 
the form: 

. 

( 1 3 )  

where Vi is the complex value which determines the amplitude and phase 
of Vi ; "\II is the complex-valued function, which , in accordance with 
( 8 ) , determines the distributions of velocities and pressure in the 
liquid core . In case of a homogeneous and incompressible liquid core � 
has a s imple analytical form , which is totally s imilar to ( 13 ) : 

r2 

"\II - -- s in 8 cos 8 Re (.ei ( v t - A » , 
a2 

( 14 )  

where • is a complex constant which determines the ampl itude and phase 
of "\II . 

The relations ( 8 - 14)  connect the unknown functions P ,  u as well as 
the unknown components w w with the values of three complex parame -x y 
ters E , � Vi . To determine their values , it is necessary to take into 
account the mechanical properties of the inelastic mantle and real 
ocean and to consider then the system of some additional conditions . 
These last conditions read as follows : 

( 1 )  the equation of the angular momentum. 

Substituting ( 8b)  in ( 6 ) , we get :  
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M - C we + Re [ (e -ie ) (A w€+l
i

+12 ) ei v t ] + z x y 

and 

III p r x v dT1 - Re [m(ex -iey ) ei v t ] ,  
T 1 

where A-A1 +A2 , C-C1 +C2 are the principal moments of inertia of the 
whole Earth , 

I 

a+2w 

( 15 )  

( 17 )  

11 , 1.,2 are two complex parameters , which are ccmnected with 
I ( r , 2 ) by the relations : x Z , y z 

I ( 1 ) + i I ( 1 ) x z  y z 

I ( 2 ) + i I ( 2 ) x z  y z 

Substituting (15)  in Euler ' s  equation for the angular mome�tuo 

C -A ... - - - -
M + wxM - --- u ( e  s in at-e cos at) , 

a2 e x y 

we get the first relation between our complex parameters : 
. 

a+w [A.+I , +I2 + :1 _ eC + 
G

-A 
u _ 0 

w � � � e 

( 2 )  The boundary condition on the core -mantle boundary. 

The continuity condition at the core -mantle boundary has the form : 

(18)  

(19)  

( 20)  

(21 )  

where no is the outer normal of the elliptical core -mantle boundary ; 
-
r 

no - - + 2eK cos I ;  
r 

e ,  as before , is the flattening of the core-mantle boundary , R(b) is 
the normal component of the core -mantle boundary displacements . 

By taking into account that the dependence of H on the angular va­
riables I , � has a form similar to ( 18)  
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H(b) - sin 6 cos 6 Re (h ei ( u t - � » , (23) 

(where h is a new complex constant) , it is easy to connect the " values 
of h and 11 • For the case of incompressible homogeneous liquid core it 
has the form: 

( 24) 

Substituting the expressions (23) , (24) in (21) and using the repre ­
sentation of u in terms of E ,  � , Vt ' vi (8b - 14) , we get : 

(u , no ) - H(b) - b sin 26 Re {ei ( u t - � ) 
[
�
["'2 (0+W) " 

+ 
(12 (0+2,.,) 

e �) - ,  �[l+2e] + ::J } - 0 (25) 

From ( 25) , it follows that the expression in straight brackets , is 
equal to zero , too . 

( 3 ) The equation for the angular momentum of the system (mantle plus 
ocean) . 

This equation is reduced to the relation 

o+w C-A 
EC2 + -- v 02,., 2 t 

(26) 

It is easy to show that this equation is not independent of (24) , 
(25) . Multiplying the expression in straight brackets (25) of (1 - 2e) 
and subtracting (20) from it we get the equation which coincides ex­
actly with (26) . Thus , the equations (20 , (25) , (26) give only two re­
strictions on five unknown parameters E ,  � , Vi ' 11 , 12 . 

To determine all unknown values uniquely , it is necessary to take into 
account the mechanical properties of the inelastic mantle and the ac­
tual ocean . To carry this out , we note that the tidal displacements in 
the" liquid core and in the system (mantle plus ocean) are caused by 
two mechanisms : ( 1 )  the action of the volume tidal forces and (2 ) the 
action of the hydrodynamic pressure at the core -mantle boundary . Con­
sequently , we may write the values 11 , 12 in the form : 
11 V 

�1 � + �2 
• 

_ .  , 
C1 ga 

(27) 
11 +12 V 

�3 � + �4 
• -- -

C1+C2 ga 
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where �
1

" " �
4 
are dimensionless complex constants , of the "effective 

rigidity" which characterize the displacements of the core -mantle 
boundary and the tidal displacements in the system (mantle plus ocean) 
under the action of hydrodynamic pressure at the core-mantle boundary 
( �l ' �  ) and of the volume tidal forces (�z ' �  ) ;  g is the mean gravita­
tionai acceleration at the Earth ' s surface which is introduced in ( 2 7 )  
in order to reduce the values Al , • • •  A

4 
to the dimensionless form. 

If the mechanical system (mantle plus ocean) is linear , the values 
�l , . . . .  lA don' t depend on '" and v. ' but only on the mechanical proper ­
ties of mantle and ocean . Thus , we can assume that these values are 
known. By substituting (27 ) in ( 24) , (25)  and solving the system of 
algebraic equations obtained in such a way with respect to f , we ob­
tain, after neglecting some small terms , (Molodenski , 1981) : 

u+w 
1 + -------- + - al4 ' 

where 

C aw2 

W Az 
(e+�l ) - + -u+w A 

a - - - - 1 , 057 
C-A g 

and 

C-A 
fO - - -a2, wuA+w2 (A-C) 

w 
(28)  

is the nutation amplitude for the rigid Earth without liquid core and 
ocean . In case �l- • • .  l4 - 0 the relation (28)  coincides with the 
well known Poincare ' s  solution ; ' for the dissipationless models all the 
values �i are real , and relation (28)  describes the influence of the 
mantle ' s  elasticity at the period of FCN and on the amplitudes of for­
ced nutation ; the substitution of the complex values �l in (28) deter ­
mines also the effects of dissipation both in the inelastic mantle and 
in oceans on the phase lag of the forced nutation and on the damping 
of FCN . 

The frequency of FCN with respect to the mobile reference frame i s de ­
scribed by using the condition that the denominator of (28)  equals 
zero . This condition is valid if 

(29)  

Using the well known definition of the mechanical quality parameter 
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QFC N  - ---
2 1m Uo 

and taking into account l e+�l l« l , we get : 

2A 1m �1 
( 30)  

Thus the value of the mechanical quality of FCN is connected only with 
1m �1 . One realizes from (27)  that 1m �1 defines the phase of the core-mantle boundary displacements under toe action of the pressure on it , which has the unit amplitude and is distributed proportionally to 
the second-order spherical harmonic sin 6 cos 6 cos (ut-�) . 

3 . THE NUMERICAL ESTIMATIONS 

3 . 1  The effect of mantle elasticity and inelastisity 

Using the well -known MacCullagh ' s  formula , it is easy to show that 

a4 g 
�4 - - - k - - 1 , 01 k , 

3GC 

where G is the gravitational constant and k is the Love Number . Taking 
into account that for the real models of the elastic Earth without 
ocean k - 0 , 30 ,  we have 

�4 - - 0 , 302 . (31)  

Correspondingly , the corrections to �4 ' which take into account the mantle ' s  inelastisity , have the imaginary part 

1m 6�4 - - 1 , 01 1m k . 

As it was mentioned above , the values 1m k for the inelastic Earth mo­
dels may be calculated only by applying some extrapolation of the 
known inelastic properties of the mantle at the periods of the Earth' s 
free oscillations to the essentially lower nearly diurnal periods . Mo­
reover , it is necessary to take into account the distributions of the 
mantle ' s  inelastic properties and the shear energy densities inside 
the Earth . Using the method of perturbations , we can present the ge ­
neral relation between the variation of Love Number 6k and the varia­
tions of the Lame ' s  parameters 6� , 6p in the mantle as follows : 

a 
6k - f (k (r) 6p(r) + k� (r) 6� (r» dr , 

b " (32)  

where r is the radius , (b , a) are the radii of t�e liquid core and of 
the Earth , respectively , k and k� are the known realfunctions of r . 
which depend only on the distribution of the mechanical parameters in 
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the elastic (unperturbed) model of the Earth . In case of the purely 
imaginary variations 6p , 6� the variations 6k are imaginary , too , and 
the relations (32) determine the connections between 1m k and the va­
lues 

6p(r) - po (r) Q�
- l (r) , 

and 6� , where po (r) is the unperturbed distribution of the shear modu­lus and Q (r) is the distribution of the parameters of the mechanical � quality in the mantle . 

It is usually assumed that the dissipation in the mantle is mainly 
connected with the shear and not with the variation of the volume . 
Yith this approximation 

6� - - 2/36p , 

and .the relation (32 ) is consequently reduced to 

a 2 
6k - J Po (r)Q - l (r) (k (r) - - k� (r» dr . b � � 3 

(33) 

The numerical values of the functions k (r) , k� (r) for the real 
Earth ' s model were calculated in (Molodensk� , 1976) . If we shall sup­
pose that the values Q (r) are independent o f  the periods not only for 
the range of the Eart� ' s free oscillations frequencies , but also for 
the wider region of periods , including nearly diurnal periods , then 
the relation (33) results in 

1m 6k - (0 , 6  + 0 , 8 ) • 10- 3 , 
( 34) 

and , in accordance with (32) , we have 

1m 6�4 - - ( 0 , 6  + 0 , 8) • 10- 3 , 
(35) 

The valuees �1 ' � z  for the elastic and oceanless Earth entering in 
(28) were calculated by us for the model N° 508 of Gilbert & Dzie ­
wonski ( 1975 ) . Their numerical values are as follows : 

� - -0 61 • 10- 3 • � - - 0 57 l '  ' Z  , .  (36) 

The corrections to these values due to mantle inelasticity were calcu­
lated .by a method of perturbation which is in full length similar to 
the procedure described by us above . For the same rheological model 
the influence of mantle inelasticity leads to the corrections 

1m 6�1 - (-0 , 6  + -1 , 1) . 10- s , 

1m 6�z - (-0 , 7  + -1 , 4) • 10- 3 • 

Substituting (37) in (30) , we get : 

( 37 ) 
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(38) 

It is easy to recalculate this value for rheological models which are 
arbitrary by dependent on frequency . Thus , in case of the dependence 
Q� (u) described by ( 3 )  and for To - 1 hour we get : 

QFC�m ) � (4 , O±l , O) • lOs if n - 0 , 1 ;  

Q e m ) FCR 
Q ( m ) -F e N  

Q ( m )  
F e N  

Q ( m ) FCR 

( 2 , 9±O , 7 ) • lOs 

(2 , 1±0 , 5 ) • lOs 

( l , 5±O , 4) • 105 

( l , I±O , 3 ) • lOS 

if n = 0 , 2 ;  

if n - 0 3 '  ' , 

if n - 0 , 4 ; 

if n ... a , s ;  

3 , 2  The influence of the oceans 

(39 ) 

It is easy to show that the influence of the oceans on both forced and 
free nutation is only dependent on the values of the second order 
coefficients in the expansions of the ocean tides in the spherical 
harmonics . Indeed, using the spherical system of coordinates we have 

IX ! l )  - - III prz sin 9 cos 9 cos l d' l : 
1'1 

I ( 1 ) - - III prz sin 8 cos 8 sin � d1'l ' y z  

The functions sin 8 cos 8 cos � ,  sin 8 cos 8 sin � are proportional to 
the second-order spherical harmonics Y� ( 8 . �) ,  Y- � ( 8 . �) .  Taking 
into account the orthogonality conditions for the spherical harmonics , 
we may conclude that only second order disf1acements -Y� ( 8 , �) ,  y- zl ( 8 , l) can perturb the values I ( 1 ) ,  I 1 ) .  At the same time , 

• z z  y , 1t is known that , in case of a laterally homogeneous (elastic or 
inelastic ) mantle , the outer surface loading which is proportional to 
ym ( 8 . �) impl ies desplacements of the core -mantle boundary which are 
proportional to the same spherical harmonic ym .  Thus , only the se­
cond-order coefficients in the expansions of the oceanic tides in 
spherical harmonics must be taken into consideration by us . 

The damping of FeN is determined by the imaginary parts of the effec­
tive rigidity parameters li of the mantle with respect to the action 
of the pressure P (8a) for the model of a deformable mantle with the 
real ocean . Insofar as the value �� does not enter in (28) and the va­lue �4 enters only with a very small coefficient 
u+f..) 1 

'" 400 

the damping of FeN does not depend on the phase of the non-diagonal 
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components of the ocean inertia tensor but on the phase of the core ­
mantle boundary oscillations . The mechanism of the damping is reduced 
to the following : 

( 1 )  The pressure P causes the elastic deformation of the core -mantle 
boundary . 

( 2 )  The elastic deformations are transmitted to the Earth ' s outer sur 
face . 

( 3 )  Displacements of this surface affect , in turn , the ocear. currents , 
which have the same nearly diurnal period , as the period of FCN 
with respect to the mobile reference frame . These currents are ac­
companied by the vertical displacements of the level of the ocean 
and the corresponding variations of the oceanic loads at the 
Earth' s surface . Insofar as the real ocean at the nearly diurnal 
periods is described by a comparatively low values of Q ,  the phase 
of these loads lag essentially behind the phase of the pressure p 
and the phase of the initial displacements of the Earth ' s outer 
surface which cause the currents in the ocean . 

(4)  The oceanic loads cause a secondary elastic deformation of the 
Earth ' s surface , which are transmitted back to the core -mantle 
boundary . The phase of these secondary deformations coincides with 
the phase of the oceanic load and , consequently , it lags essenti­
ally behind the phase of the initial displacements . The phase lag 
of the second order spherical harmonics in the resulting displace ­
ments (which represent the sum of the initial displacements of the 
core-mantle . boundary due to pressure P and the seccndary dis ­
placements of the same boundary due to the oceanic loads) determi ­
nes the imaginary part of �1 and the value Q of FCN . 

The numerical calculation of this effect for the Earth ' s model N° 508 
of Gilbert & Dziewonski (1975)  leads to the following results : 

1 .  If the amplitude of the core-mantle boundary h(b) is 1 centimeter , 
then the amplitude of the Earth ' s outer surface displacements h(a) '" 

0 , 739 cm and the amplitude of this surface displacements with respect 
to the equipotential surface is equal to 

-
h(a) - 0 , 388 cm . 

The oceanic currents caused by these displacements are equivalent to 
the currents which arise under the action of the tide gen3rating po­
tential with the frequency q and with the amplitude 

gh(a) - 380 cm2/s2 . 

The second order spherical harmonic in the expansion of the correspon­
ding gravitational potential variation is determined by the expression 
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- - -
wh&re v-kgh(a) and k is the correction to the Love Number k , which ta 
kes into account the influence of the ocean . The potential u is ge­
nerated by a layer of water , of desity Po and of depth ho ' Expressing poho in terms of u ,  we get : 

5 
- -- v , (40) 

4ft'G 

where G is the gravitational constant . 

The pressure at the Earth ' s outer surface due to this layer of water 
is equal to 

p - sin 8 cos 8 Re (pei ( � t - l » , where 
5 

p - Po gho - - kg2h(a) . 
4ft'G 

The pressure p and the gravitational interaction between the layer 
(40) and the Earth result in the radial displacements of the core ­
mantle boundary 

6H(b) - sin 8 cos 8 Re (6h(b) ei ( � t -l » , 
where 

6h(b ) - 0 , 24 kh(b ) . 

Comparing this expression with (24) , (27) , we get : 

6h(b) . 6>,  1 
-- ... -- . -- =  

h(b) 
0 , 24 khb . (41a) 

Using relations ( 31 ) , ( 24) , and the solutions of the elastic equili ­
brium equations for the second order spherical harmonic in the real 
Earth it is easy to calculate also the corrections to the values l2 ' 
l4 ' which are connected with the influence of the ocean. Their values 
are 

a4 g _ 

U - - - k - - 1 , 01 k; 4 3GC 

U2 .. 0 , 61 k. 

(41b) 

(41c) 

�ubstitution of (4la) in ( 28) yields the correction to the FCN period 
with respect to the mobile reference frame due to ocean : 
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60 
Re (42) 

Correspondingly , the correction to the period T of FCN it: space is 
equl to 

T 60' -
&T - - - Re 0 , 08 Re k T .  

o+f.) Col) 

By substituting now (41a) in ( 30)  we get : 

[Q( O C ) ]
- : 3 3 - 10- 4 1m k FC N '  • 

(43)  

(44) 

Thus , we see that both 6T and QFC� O C ) are uniquely determined by the 
value of the correction to the Love number K .  

Taking into account that the frequency o f  FCN with respect to the mo ­
bile reference frame is extremely close to the frequency of the tidal 
Luni - Solar wave K1 ; we can estimate the value K from the known coti -
dal maps for this wave . . 

The values K for the cotida1 maps of Bogdanov & Magarik ( 1969) and 
Schwiderski ( 1980)  were calculated by Pertzev ( 1987 ) . The results for 
the wave Kl are as follows : 

Bogdanov & Magarik ( 1969) Schwiderski ( 1980) 
-

Re k - 0 , 0171 0 , 0236 
- (45)  

1m k - 0 , 0078 0 , 0237 . 

One sees that the values Re K for the different cotida1 maps are in 
a relatively good agreement ; however , the difference of the values 1m 
K is significant . 

Substituting these vales in (42 -44)  we find 

Q�:: ) - { 3 , 9 - 105 for the cotida1 map B & M ( 1969)  
(46 ) 

2 , 3 - 105 for the map Schwiderski ( 1980) 

and 

6T - (-0 , 8  ± 0 , 1) days . (47) 

Comparing these values with (38) and (39) , we may conclude that the 
influence of the inelastic mantle and the ocean in these effects is of 
the same orders of magnitude . 

To obtain the more rigorous restrictions on the poss ible values of QFCN '  it is necessary to use some analytical interpolation of the 
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mantle ' s  rheological properties in the range of periods from - 1 hr to 
Chandler ' s  period TCB  - 14 months . Such interpolation involves some 
information on the damping of Chandler wobble . It is known , that mo­
dern measurements of quality parameter �� of the Chandler wobble lead 
to the conclusion , that their most probable value is of the order of 

�B o h a . - SO to 100 (48) 

( see , for example , Currie , 1974 , 1975 ; Yatskiv , 1973 ; Groten , 1984 ; 
Dickman , 1986 ) . At the same time , if we use Lomnitz ' s  rheo;ogical law 
as adopted in the theory of the Earth ' s free oscillation with the va­
lues Qp ( r) which are independent of the frequency satisfying the at­
tenuation data of the Earth ' s  free oscUlations , then the theo,retical 
value of �B is equal to 

�B t h e o r . == 500 (49 ) 

(Zharkov , Molodenski , 1977) . Moreover , the influence of the mantle 
inelasticity leads to a lengthening of the Chandler period , which is 
equal to 
&T - 2 , 9  days ( 50)  

for the same rheological model (Zharkov , Molodenski , ,1979)  . The 
disagreement between (48) and (49) may only be related to two poss ible 
reasons : ( 1 )  the dissipation of the tidal energy in the ocean and ( 2 )  
some poss ibly weak dependence o f  Q ( 0 )  in the range o f  periods between /A - 1 hour and 14 months . It was shown by Smith & Dahlen ( 1981) , that if 
one puts in ( 3 )  n == 0 , 15 ±O , 04 ,  then the theoretical values of Q and 6T are equal to 

t h e o r . == so + 100 
( 5la) 

and 

6T - 8 days . , ( 51b) 

These values are in good agreement with ( 50)  and with Dahlen ' s  ( 19 7 6 )  
calculation of the real ocean influence on the Chandler ' s  period , 
which was found in hydrostatica1 approximation . 

The problems associated with the validity of th� hydrostatica1 appro ­
ximation in the real ocean were considered in a large number of papers 
( see , for example , Carton & Wahr ,  1986 ; Dickmen , et a1 . ,  1985 , 1986 , 
1988 ; Groten et  a1 . ,  1990 ; Mo1odenski , 1989 ; O ' Connor , Starr , 1983 ; 
O ' Connor , 1986a , 1986b ; Okubo , 1982 ) . From our point of view ( see Gro ­
ten , Lenhardt , Molodenski , 1990 ; Groten , Mo1odenski , Zwielich , 1990) 
there are up to now some significant difficulties in the dynamical 
theory of pole tides , which don' t permit us to consider this problem 
as completely solved . That is why we shall not exclude here the case , 
for which the deviation of the pole tides from the equilibrium surface 
is great enough and most part of Chandler wobble is absorbed in the 
ocean .  Correspondingly , we shall consider the s implest dependence 
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Q (0) in the form ( 3 )  with the parameter n ,  which is bounded by the 
limits 

o S n S 0 , 2 .  (52)  

Using our estimations (38) , (39)  and (45 ) , we may concluc.e that in 
case n-O 

_ { 2 , 3  • 10' 

. 1 , 1  • 105 

and for n - 0 , 2  

_ { 2 , 0  • 105 

1 , 0  • 105 

for the cot1dal map B & M ( 1969) 

for the cotida1 map Schwiderski ( 1980) 

(B & M, 1969 ) 

(Schwiderski , 1980) 

4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

It is interesting to note that the influence of dissipation in the 
inelastic mantle and in the ocean leads to extremely high values of QFCN . The time of FCN damping is 

2 
f" - - Q - 100 + 200 years . 

1 0 1  
This means that the amplitude and phase of FCN may preserve some inva­
riable values during time intervals which are comparable �o or even 
essentially longer than all the time where modern VLBI -measurements 
are available . 

Up to now the measurements of the parameter QFCN  were based mainly on 
the tidal measurements .  Using superconducting gravimeters series (Zarn 
et a1 . ( 1985»  have estimated , for four different data sets at Bad 
Homburg :  

QFCN - 3281 ± 479 ; 3120 ± 323 ; 3692 ± 7662 ; 3804 ± 7633 ; 

Neuberg et a1 . have found QFCN  ... 2305 ± 673 at Brussels and QFCN  ... 

3131 ± 826 at Frankfurt with mean value 2767 ± 529 (Melchior , et a1 . ,  
1988 ) ; Sato ( 1990 ) , using the measurements of tidal strains , found QFCN - 5200 ± 2500 . 

All these values are essentially less than the results of the calcula­
tions , given above which were based on the model fo the Earth with an 
inviscid liquid core , ane1astic mantle and the actual ocear. . From our 
point of view, this may be explained by two possible causes : 
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( 1 )  the experimental determinations of Q'C H were based on the compari ­
son o f  observed tidal waves amplitudes ( such as K1 , �1 ) close to 
the resonance with their theoretical values . If this comparison 
was performed only for the Earth ' s  model with the hydrostatical 
value of the core-mantle flattening e - ( 2 , 53+2 , 56 )  - 10- 3 ,  then 
the disagreement between theoretical and observed values may 
rather be connected with "the influence of non-hydrostatic value of 
this flattening , than with the -influence of the diss ipation . Ob ­
viously , in this case all estimations 

"
of QFCH must be reconside -

red .  " 

( 2 )  it is possible , that the influence of the Earth ' s  core viscosity 
and the electromagnetic core-mantle coupling are essential too and 
that these effects must be taken into account . 

As it was mentioned above , in this case the determination of FCN dam­
ping can give a very important" new information concerning the liquid 
core ' s  viscosity and (or) the mantle ' s  electroconductivity . Obviously , 
all these problems need additional consideration . " 

Summing up , we can conclude , that modern VLBI -measurements give a new 
and very valuable information concerning the problem of the Earth ' s  
mechanical properties in the range of the very low frequencies which 
cannot be obtained from any other sources of geophysical data . 
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ABSTRAcr 

Through the end of 1990 geodetic VLBI measurements have been acquired 
from 36 fIXed stations and 52 mobile sites (including several locations with 
multiple measurement points) connected by 480 baselines. The terrestrial 
reference frame constructed using the Goddard GLOBL VLBI analysis system 
from the -688,000 observations has horizontal formal errors typically < 4 mm 
and vertical errors typically <20 mm at 1988.0 including the adjustment of 
velocities for the 56 sites with sufficient data. The positions of other sites are 
propagated to the reference epoch, without additional covariances, using a 
plate motion model. Typical formal errors for horizontal velocities are < 2 
mm/yr while typical vertical rate uncertainties are <2 mm/yr for well­
observed fixed stations and -10 mm/yr for mobile sites. Data from both 
geodetic and astrometric observing programs have contributed to the 354 
extragalactic radio sources forming the celestial reference frame with typical 
formal errors < 1 milliarcsecond and negligible observed proper motion. 

1. Observations 

The geodetic and astrometric Mark III VLBI data used to create a unified terrestrial/celestial reference system 
have been acquired through a multi-agency, multinational cooperative effort spanning more than a decade. The 
primary geodetic contributors have been NASA's Crustal Dynamics Project (COP), the Earth orientation 
·monitoring programs initially organized by the NOAA's National Geodetic Survey (NGS) starting with the two­
station POLARIS network and continuing with IRIS, and the U.S. Naval Observatory Navnet program, also for 
Earth orientation. IRIS has three regular networks - A (Atlantic), S (South Africa). and P (Pacific, sponsored 
by · the Japanese National Astronomical Observatory at Mizusawa). Table 1 shows the distribution of 
observations and observing sessions by program. The mobile category includes both COP and NGS mobile 
campaigns in North America, Hawaii, and Europe, while Japan comprises mobile observations by the 
Geographical Survey Institute in cooperation with the Communications Research Laboratory. Two special 
Eurasian sessions organized by the Geodetic Institute of Bonn University form the FRG (Germany) category. 

Table 1. Geodetic data distribution by program 

Observat;on counts by year 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 Total 
CDP 775 1 0667 3168 4584 1938 12184 24195 28909 34708 29688 39870 33480 224166 
POLAR I.S 0 591 4410 7560 12537 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25098 
Mob; le 0 0 0 1081 5458 7157 15001 17603 19194 28072 40747 23659 157972 
IRIS-A 0 0 0 0 0 22065 25274 24522 23838 29958 28666 53219 207542 
Japan 0 0 0 0 0 39 96 155 325 353 1 80 1 23 1271 
IRIS-S 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1622 2m 1489 2060 6920 14868 
IRIS-P 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2746 3026 3376 6621 15769 
Navnet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1671 13983 25017 40671 
fRG 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 866 866 
Total 775 1 1 258 7578 13225 19933 41445 64566 72811  83588 94257 1 28882 149905 688223 
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Sessi on  counts by year 

1 979 1980 1981 
COP 2 17 3 
POLARI S  0 3 29 
Mobi le 0 0 0 
I R I S-A 0 0 0 
Japan 0 0 0 
I R I S- S  0 0 0 
IRI S-� 0 0 0 
Navnet 0 0 0 
FRG 0 0 0 
Total 2 20 32 

1982 1983 
8 8 

47 58 
4 16 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

59 82 

1984 
24 

o 
18 
n 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1 1 5  

1985 1986 1987 
31 40 41 

0 0 0  
25 29 40 
73 73 73 

1 2 3 
0 6 8  
0 0 8  
0 0 0  
0 0 0  

130 150 173 

1988 
38 

o 
45 
73 

4 
4 

12  
16 
o 

192 

1989 1990 Total 
34 34 280 

o 0 137 
77 39 293 
63 73 500 

2 1 1 4  
6 1 1  35 

1 1  16 47 
33 55 104 

0 2 2  
226 231 1412"  

Table 2 shows the distribution of observations and observing sessions by site. The total observation count by 
site is twice that by program since each observation involves two sites. " Fixed stations are marked F and mobile 
sites are marked M. In several places, notably the Goldstone tracking complex in California, Fort Davis in 
Texas, and the Haystack Observatory in Massachusetts, there are multiple measurement points close together. 
It can be seen that the distribution of data is extremely varied in number and time. For example, the National 
Crustal Motion Network sites except for Seattle (marked MN) and the European mobile sites (carked ME) have 
only been occupied once, although the latter had several days at each location. At the other extreme the stations 
of POLARIS/IRIS (HRAS, Westford, Wettzell, Richmond and Mojave) and the CDP station at Gilmore Creek 
have over 400 sessions each. The velocity of sites with data of little or no time span cannot be estimated, and 
the propagation of their positions to other epochs is dependent on the accuracy of plate motion models. Since 
there are significant differences between modeled and measured velocities, the reliability of such positions can 
degrade rapidly away from the epoch of observation. 

Table YGeOdetic data distribution by site 

Observrtion counts by year 

1979 1980 1981 
HAYSTACK F 490 5549 2100 
NRAO 140 F 507 601 903 
OVRO 130 F 456 4462 1256 
EFLSBERG F 97 1395 0 
HRAS 085 F 0 4838 5364 
ONSALA60 F 0 3742 591 
CHLBOLTN F 0 1929 0 
WESTFORD F 0 0 4786 
GOLDVENU F 0 0 156 
MARPOI NT F 0 0 0 
JPL MV1 M O O 0 
MON PEAK M O O 0 
QUI NCY M O O 0 
PBLOSSOM M O O 0 
ROBLED32 F 0 0 0 
HATCREEK F 0 0 0 
PLATTVJ L M O O 0 
MOJAVE1 2  F 0 0 0 
MAMM�HL M O O 0 
VNDN RG F 0 0 0 
FORT RD M O O 0 
PRESIDIO M O O 0 
PT REYES M O O 0 
SANPAULA M O O 0 
PINFLATS M '  0 0 0 
YUMA M, 0 0 0 
BLKBUTTE M O O 0 
PVERDES M O O 0 
WETTZELL F 0 0 0 
R I CHMOND F 0 0 0 
KASHIMA F 0 0 0 
DEADMANL M O O 0 
OCOT I LLO M O O 0 
FLAGSTAF M O O 0 

1982 
1 1 20 
365 

2562 
o 

9006 
1824 

o 
9507 

544 
804 
155 
299 
264 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1983 
969 

o 
2463 

298 
12412 

2085 
o 

1 1309 
259 
123 
590 
541 
152 
174 
97 

728 
137 

4m 
1 1 2 
927 
163 
283 
185 
135 
244 
221 
161 
100 
221 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1984 
2232 

o 
2375 

o 
13419 

2087 
o 

14592 
227 

o 
299 
284 
200 
296 

o 
1703 
673 

7892 
221 

2657 
80 

o 
1 10 

31 
347 
109 
103 

o 
9797 
775 1 
2224 

72 
47 
83 

1985 
1537 

o 
4817 

o 
17450 
5963 

o 
19644 

o 
o 

605 
1556 

845 
365 

o 
3865 

987 
14862 

o 
7196 

460 
71 0 
376 
140 
494 
667 
304 
150 

15569 
9461 
3940 

64 
376 
265 

377 

1986 
1 1 73 

o 
4733 

o 
18261 

5961 
o 

24793 
o 
o 

794 
2254 

607 
o 
o 

3648 
871 

16285 
232 

8242 
o 
o 
o 
o 

1319 
1726 
512  

o 
15053 
10147 

6195 
o 
o 

158 

1987 
o 
o 

2620 
o 

21470 
6121 

o 
29036 

346 
305 
387 
903 
594 
505 

o 
5318 

554 
20727 

o 
6623 

495 
616 
557 
322 
506 
949 
593 
318 

15527 
12285 

7133 
350 

o 
173 

1988 
233 
420 

2746 
o 

24670 
5519 

o 
28270 

316 
895 
543 

10D2 
1 1 1 9  

121 
o 

5039 
1032 

22678 
o 

741 6  
691 

1012 
695 

78 
326 

1 032 
519 
165 

16770 
15200 
5624 

143 
o 

266 

1989 
9525 

o 
o 
o 

13244 
5015 

o 
39402 

o 
2865 

o 
1 1 1 5  
688 

o 
o 

m4 
497 

38437 
o 

8706 
o 

944 
993 
462 

o 
o 
o 

394 
20402 
20856 

5935 
o 
o 
o 

1990 
556 
325 

o 
o 

4120 
7709 

o 
48501 

530 
o 
o 

373 
322 

o 
o 

6502 
556 

5360(, 
o 

3985 
o 

303 
270 
360 
346 

o 
o 

374 
28287 
34392 

3798 
o 
o 

293 

Total 
25484 

3121 
28490 

1790 
1 44254 

46617 
1929 

229840 
2378 
4992 
3373 
8327 
4791 
1461 

97 
34577 

5307 
179262 

565 
45752 

1889 
3868 
3186 
1528 
3582 
4704 
2192 
1501 

121626 
1 10092 
34849 

629 
423 
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ELY M 0 0 0 0 0 1 26 204 202 169 933 388 231 2253 
KAUAI F 0 0 0 0 0 2458 2922 531 7  5203 5901 7717 15288 44806 
GI LCREEK F 0 0 0 0 0 5827 7924 1 1275 1881 1 20851 34034 39567 138289 
ICWAJAL26 F 0 0 0 0 0 1419 1379 1819 0 1 198 0 0 5815 
NOME M 0 0 0 0 0 475 393 493 0 0 0 373 1734 
SNDPOINT M 0 0 0 0 0 49 244 218 44 708 704 443 241 0  
TSUICUBA M 0 0 0 0 0 39 96 93 1 28 185 1 14 0 655 
KODIAK M 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1  161 431 755 869 637 435 3399 
SOURDOGH M 0 0 0 0 0 537 616 798 387 822 912 0 4072 
YAKATAGA M 0 0 0 0 0 215 317 359 800 709 804 321 3525 
WHTHORSE M 0 0 0 0 0 89 0 369 0 754 723 0 1935 
ALGOPARK F 0 0 0 0 0 904 1268 0 0 0 0 5527 7699 
YELLOWICN M 0 0 0 0 0 412 416 0 0 0 0 0 828 
PENTI CTN M 0 0 0 0 0 318 524 0 0 0 0 473 1315 
HARTRAO F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 625 1535 838 767 2485 6250 
VERNAL M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 202 198 41 1 407 369 1587 
SHANGHAI F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 137 0 0 0 0 137 
SEATTLE1 MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 258 0 0 0 291 549 
MIYAZAKI M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 62 0 168 0 0 230 
MEDICINA F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 m 2716 727 3452 7668 
AUSTlNTX MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 225 0 0 0 225 
CARROLGA MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 7  0 0 0 1 17 
BERMUDA M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 788 0 0 0 788 
BLOOMIND MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 78 0 0 0 78 
LEONRDOK MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 249 0 0 0 249 
MOJ 7288 M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 537 0 0 0 537 
OVR 7853 M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 560 0 O .  0 560 
DSS1 5  F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 289 267 246 0 802 
TITIJIMA M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 197 0 66 0 263 
SESHAN25 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 296 1 071 1882 4249 
MI LESMON MN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 156 0 0 156 
DSS45 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 678 1039 893 2610 
HALEAKAL M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 674 0 0 674 
DSS65 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 161 905 2093 4159 
PIETOWN F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1290 9715 4068 15073 
MCD 7850 M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 602 0 0 602 
fTD 7900 M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 438 0 0 438 
FORTORDS M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 349 2361 344 3054 
NRA085 3 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8294 12732 21 026 GORF7102 M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 878 0 878 
NOTO F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3225 2753 5978 
HOHENFRG ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 024 0 1024 
METSHOVI ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 575 0 575 
TRCMSONO ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 729 0 729 
CARNUSTY ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 404 0 404 
BREST ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 720 0 720 
GRASSE ME 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 616 0 616 
HOBART26 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 643 261 1  3254 
NOBEY 6M F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 65 522 587 
KASH IM34 F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4127 4127 
SEST F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 353 353 
MARCUS F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 461 461 
VICTOR IA M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 521 521 
MATERA F 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1689 1689 Total 1550 225 16 1 51 56 26450 39866 82890 1 29132 145622 167176 1885 14 257764 299810 1376446 

Session counts by year 

1 979 1 980 1981 1 982 1 983 1 984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1 989 1 990 Total 
HAYSTACK 2 20 9 3 6 1 0  4 3 0 1 1 7  1 76 
NRAO 140 2 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 9 
OVRO 130 2 16 3 13 13 12  18 20 1 2  1 1  0 0 1 20 
EFLSBERG 1 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
HRAS 085 0 20 32 55 65 79 89 96 108 1 13 59 1 1  727 
ONSALA60 0 18 6 13 17 13 22 22 22 1 9  20 19 191 
CHLBOLTN 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
WESTFORD 0 0 27 55 61 72 89 106 1 16 1 09 129 133 897 
GOLDVENU 0 0 1 3 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 1 10  
MAR PO I NT 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 3 13 13 0 33 
JPL MV1 0 0 0 2 5 4 4 4 2 3 0 0 24 
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NON PEAK 0 0 0 2 3 1 1 1 0  5 4 4 2 38 
QUINCY 0 0 0 2 1 1 3 2 3 4 4 2 22 
PBLOSSOM 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 3 1 0 0 1 0  
ROBLED32 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
HATCREEK 0 0 0 0 5 1 13 15 26 24 34 24 148 
PLATTVI L  0 0 0 0 2 4 3 4 2 4 2 2 23 
MOJAVE 12 0 0 0 0 22 32 45 49 55 69 H8 161 551 
MAMMOTHL 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 
VNDNBERG 0 0 0 0 9 11 21 26 26 21 34 13 119 
FORT ORD 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 3 4 0 0 1 1  
PRESIDIO 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 3 4 6 2 20 
PT REYES 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 3 3 6 2 18 
SAN PAULA 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 1 0  
PINFLATS 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 1 3 2 0 2 21 
YUMA 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 6 5 4 0 0 21 
BLKBUTTE 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 2 3 2 0 0 1 2  
PVERDES 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 2 2 9 
WETTZELL 0 0 0 0 2 69 84 88 89 85 96 88 601 
RICHMOND 0 0 0 0 0 55 60 13 19 81 96 1 1 2  562 
KASHIMA 0 0 0 0 0 9 9 16 21 28 21 16 132 
DEADMANL 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 1 0 0 5 
OCOTI LLO 0 0 0 0 0 1 Z 0 0 0 0 0 3 FLAGSTAF 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 0 2 8 
ELY 0 0 0 0 0 , , , , 4 2 2 '2 
KAUAI 0 0 0 0 0 7 6 12  14 23 32 63 157 
GI LCREEK 0 0 0 0 0 15 15  23 47 77 1 01 1 26 404 
IC\IAJAL26 0 0 0 0 0 7 4 4 0 5 0 0 20 
NOME 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 0 0 0 3 1 0  
SNDPOINT 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 13 
TSUKUBA 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 7 
KOD IAK 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 15  
SOURDOGH 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4 2 3 3 0 16 
YAKATAGA 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 16 
WHTHORSE 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 3 3 0 9 ALGOPARIC 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 22 27 
YELLOWKN 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
PENT I CTN 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 6 
HARTRAO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 4 6 15  39 
VERNAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 8 
SHANGHAI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
SEATTLE 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 3 
MIYAZAKI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 3 
MEDICINA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 2  3 5 25 
AUST I NTX 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 , 
CARROLGA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
BERMUDA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 
BLOOMIND 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
LEONRDOK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
MOJ 7288 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
OVR 7853 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
DSS15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 3 
T ITIJIMA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 
SESHAN25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 7 16 
MI LESMON 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
DSS45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 3 1 2  
HALEAKAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 
DSS65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 9 
PIETOWN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 4  10 27 
MCD 7850 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
FlD 1900 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
FORTORDS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 2 17 
NRA085 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 5 1  83 
GORF7102 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
NOTO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15  4 19 
HOHENFRG 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 5 
METSHOVI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 5 
TROMSONO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
CARNUSTY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
BREST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
GRASSE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 
HOBART26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 15  19 
NOBEY 6M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 6 
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ICASHIM34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 16 
SEST 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 
MARCUS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 , , 
VI CTOR IA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 
MATERA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 
Total 7 87 80 153 230 444 540 616 704 800 952 978 5591 

Table 3 shows the distribution of astrometric data by observing program. The CDP has astrometric and survey 
sessions to fmd and monitor sources suitable for geodesy. The Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) has a program 
to develop a radi% ptical catalog of -400 sources for fundamental astronomy. Observations are scheduled on 
a regular basis for the northern hemisphere and as antenna time permits in the south. Not all the NRL data 
acquired to date are included in Table 3. The NGS has a monthly observing program of southern hemisphere 
sources. 

Table 3. Astrometric observations and sessions by program 

1979 1 980 1981 1 982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 Total 
CDP 0 0 1322 1680 0 473 0 555 2452 1634 2155 2729 1 13 131 13 
NRL 0 0 0 0 136 0 0 0 749 2149 241 5  2 1 8  0 5667 
NGS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 102 1316 245 1663 
Total 0 0 1322 1680 136 473 0 555 3201 3783 4672 4263 358 20443 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1 989 1990 1991 Total 
CDP 0 0 2 3 0 2 0 1 5 5 4 5 1 28 
NRL 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 1 1  9 1 0 27 
NGS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 ." 2 1 4  
Total 0 0 2 3 1 2 0 1 10 16 14 1 7  3 69 

2. Geodetic Results 

All the geodetic data have been analyzed using the Goddard CALC/SOL VE/GLOBL analysis system to produce 
a set of positions and velocities to define the terrestrial reference frame at any epoch. The general method is 
described in Ma et al. (1990) and Caprette et 01. (1990). First, each observing session is analyzed separately. and 
wibratioD, editing and parametrization of station clocks and atmospheres are set. In tbe second step a mUltiyear 
solution is sequentially incremented using data from fIXed station networks and selected long baseline mobile 
networks. Arc parameter elimination reduces the size of the matrices that need to be manipulated at each stage. 
Three-dimensional station positions and velocities are estimated as well as five Earth orientation parameters for 
each day. The reference frame is anchored by fIXing. the position and velocity of one station, the direction to 
another station, and the vertical rate of a third station. The third step applies the VLBI terrestrial orientation 
parameters and covariances as a priori information as the solution is incremented with the remaining mobile data. 

Figure 1 shows the sites in the northern hemisphere. It can be seen that most of Eurasia is not covered, a 
condition that can be remedied with the QUASAR network now under construction by the Institute for Applied 
Astronomy in Leningrad. This network will include stations in both the European and Asian parts of the Soviet 
Union as well as possible collaborative efforts in China and India. Figure 2 shows the actual and prospective 
stations in the southern hemisphere. Mark III data have been acquired in South Africa (HARTRAO), in 
Australia (DSS45 and HOBART26) and in Chile (SEST), and a K-4 test was done at the Japanese Antarctic 
Syowa station. Sanitago, Chile and O'Higgins on the Antarctic Peninsula are being equipped for Mark III VLBI 
while the station at McMurdo is under discussion. 

Figure 3 shows the distribution of 10 formal errors in position for the 36 fIXed stations and 52 mobile sites and 
in rate for the 26 fIXed stations and 30 mobile sites with sufficient data. It can be seen that the formal errors 
are generally better for fIXed stations, particularly in the vertical components. This difference arises from the 
higher sensitivity of the large, fIXed antennas and the inability of the mobile systems to observe at the low 
elevations needed for good separation of the troposphere from the site vertical component. 
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Figure 2. 
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Figure 3. Distribution of 10' formal errors in 
position and velocity 
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Figure 4. 
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3. Astrometric Results 

Figure 5. 
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The celestial reference frame is derived from both astrometric and selected geodetic data. The 354 extragalactic 
radio sources so far observed are quite uniformly distributed in right ascension and declination. There are, 
however, small areas in the .galactic plane where S-band observations are not possible. The distribution of 
observations by source is uneven. As can be seen in Figure 4, only a few sources have been extensively observed, 
by their use in the geodetic observing programs. These sources provide the core of the celestial reference frame. 
Most sources have fewer than 100 observations and a significant number have fewer than 10 observations. 
Nonetheless, as shown in Figure 5, the distribution of formal position errors peaks below 1 milliarcsecond for 
both right ascension and declination. The NRL astrometric program is planning to make repeated measurements 
of all sources over the next few years to improve the reliability and precision of the positions. 

4. Sources of Error 

The chief sources of error in the terrestrial reference frame are the modeling of the troposphere and possible 
nonuniform motion of the sites. The troposphere model enters in two ways. Long term, largely seasonal errors 
cause both periodic biases and random noise in the determination of the geodetic parameters. Since the 
temporal distribution of data for most sites is not uniform within or between years, these can lead to biased 
estimates of site velocities. In addition, to the extent that troposphere model errors are elevation-dependent, 
a systematic change of elevation distribution in the observing schedules over time can have a systematic effect 
on baseline lengths and consequently on the inferred site velocities. Such a change in elevation distribution has 
occurred in the IRIS-A schedules. See Kuehn et al. (this volume). 

Figure 6 shows the evolution of the Fort Davis (HRAS) - Westford baseline. Both length and vertical clearly 
show nonuniform rates of change. Modeling the motion of Fort Davis as uniform causes a complex: parceling 
of its real motion among the other sites depending on the observing networks and temporal distribution of data. 
The proper geodynamic model for Fort Davis remains to be determined. One extreme is to treat its position 
as an arc parameter estimated for each day, a choice that should cause the least distortion of the rest of the 
frame. The resulting velocities are systematically affected in some regions, notably in the northward rate of the 
western U.S. sites. Giving Fort Davis so many degrees of freedom also significantly weakens the Earth 
orientation parameters derived from the POLARIS/IRIS programs. A similar but smaller nonuniformity may 
be present at Wettzell. 

The celestial reference frame is probably less subject to systematic errors although the troposphere model may 
have some effect on source declinations. The primary weaknesses are structure in some of the stronger sources 
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and uneven distribution of data. No significant « 5mas/century) proper motion has been detected for the few 
sources with long histories and many observations (Ma, in press). 

The authors wish to thank Dave Gordon for Figures 1 and 2. 
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COMPARISON OF VLBI OBSERVATIONS 

. Dennis D. McCarthy 
Brian J. Luzum 

U. S. Naval Observatory 
Washington, DC 20392 USA 

Different series of Very Long Baseline Interferometry observations of Earth 
orientation were compared. The results show that the different series, in general, 
agree with each other at the millisecond-of-arc level. There are a few individual 
differences which are noteworthy because they appear to be caused by differences 
in models and possible errors in reduction. 

1 .  INTRODUCTION 

Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) is one of the most accurate techniques used for 
determining Earth orientation. However, it is suspected that VLBI observations, like other 
techniques, may be subject to systematic errors which degrade its true accuracy to many times that 
of its formal errors (McCarthy and Luzum, 1991). A simple way to check this, is to compare 
solutions produced by different analysis centers currently reducing VLBI observations. The series 
chosen for this comparison are the International Radio Interferometric Survey (IRIS) 5-day and 1-
day values, the Crustal Dynamics Project (CDP) data, and the Navy Network (NA VNET) data. The 
IRIS data are provided by the National Geodetic Survey, the CDP data by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA), and the NA VNET data by the U. S. Naval Observatory. Each 
analysis center does independent solutions of their vLBI data although the stations, sources, and 
reduction software are similar. 

The comparisons of the different solutions were performed by interpolating one series to 
match the epochs of the another series, when necessary, and then differencing the two Earth 
orientation values. Mter some preliminary analysis, it became apparent that a linear interpolation 
is not sufficient to represent the high- frequency variations found in the data. Stirling's method was 
then used instead to provide interpolation based on higher order terms. The interpolated series 
were compared with one another and differences computed and plotted. 

Amplitude spectra of the differences were calculated to determine if there were any 
systematic errors which were consistent across all data sets. All amplitude spectra for a particular 
Earth orientation parameter (e.g. x, y, UT1-UTe) were plotted together . . 

2. VLBI OBSERVATIONS 

Different VLBI solutions provide different sets of parameters. The IRIS data provide both 
a 5-day and a 1-day intensive series (NEOS Annual Report for 1989). The 5-day series provides 
a full complement of Earth orientation data (x, y, UTI-UTC, dif, and dE) while the I-day data 
provide only UTI-UTe. The IRIS 5-day series started on 27 September 1980 (MJD 44509) and 
continues to the present. The I-day values start on 2 April 1984 (MID 45792) and continue to the 
present. The system of observing site motions used by NGS is an internal system. 
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The COP solution OLB716 is very similar to that of the IRIS series since many of the raw 
data come from the same experiments. As a result, many of the points occur at the same epoch. 
However, the reduction process is different from that of the NOS. The CDP data provide all 5 
Earth orientation parameters (x, y, UT1-UTe, d'l', and de) with the data set beginning in 4 August 
1979 (MID 44089) (IERS Annual Report for 1990). The CDP data set has recently included the 
observations made by NA VNET. Once again, the reduction of the CDP and the NA VNET are 
different thereby providing an alternate time series that can be used in this comparison. The CDP 
provided two versions of their data set. In the "free" solution, the station coorCinates are treated 
as a "solve-for" parameter. The "fixed" solution constrains the station coordinates to follow the 
AMO-2 no-net-rotation model. 

The NA VNET experiments started as "ONUT" experiments. The first 24-hour experiment 
was held on 11  September 1988 (MJD 47415). Since then, the NAVNET experiments have been 
run on a weekly "basis. They provide a full set of Earth orientation parameters (x, y, UT1-UTC, dy, 
and de). The NA VNETs use the AMO-2 model to describe station motions (NEOS Annual Report 
for 1989). 

3. INTERPOLATION METHOD 

Initially, it was thought that a simple linear interpolation might be sufficient to compare 
various VLBI solutions. However, after preliminary analyses, it was for:nd that a linear 
interpolation would not suffice to account for the effects seen at high frequencies which are found 
in VLBI. With this in mind, a higher order interpolation method was chosen to model more 
completely the high frequency variations found in VLBI data. Stirling's method was chosen because 
it could provide as high an order term as required to interpolate. Tests showed that all terms 
beyond the quadratic were insignificant. 

4. ANALYSIS 

Each VLBI solution was compared to all other solutions for the various Earth orientation 
parameters. This was done by interpolating the VLBI series that had the smaI:est spacing between 
the data points to minimize the interpolation error. For example, in the comparison between the 
NA VNET weekly data and the IRIS 5-day data, the IRIS points were interpolated. 

A simple difference between the two VLBI solutions was made for each epoch. 
Comparisons were compiled between the NA VNET and IRIS data sets, the NA VNET and CDP 
data sets, the IRIS and CDP data sets, the NA VNET and intensive data sets, and the CDP and 
intensive data sets. Differences were plotted to determine if any systematic differences could be 
detected. 

Some plots show differences with a distinct slope, particularly in polar motion (Figures 1-6). 
A plot of the difference between the CDP and the intensives in UT1-UTe shows a noticeable bump 
(Figure 7). 
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Figure 2. Plot of the differences between IRIS 
and the COP free solution in x. 
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and the COP free solution in y. 
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Figure 7. Plot of the differences between CDP 
free and the intensive solution in UTI·UTe. 

Amplitude spectra were constructed to examine the possible periodic nature of the 
differences between the solutions. 

The amplitude spectra showed no significant signature. The most noticeable feature of the 
amplitude spectra was that the spectra with the highest noise level were the spectra which involved 
solutions requiring the most interpolation (Figure 8). 

5. DISCUSSION 
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Figure 8. Spectra of the differences in the VLBI 
solutions in UTi-UTe. 

The slopes that are apparent in the residual plots may be caused by a difference in the 
models of the station motion used by the various analysis centers. The slopes change depending 
on the station motion model used (e.g. the CDP fIXed and free plate motion). 

The "spike" that is present in the plot of the differences between the CDP and the intensive 
data in UTi-UTe has been traced to a previous error in the intensive reduction. 
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The difference in noise levels in the amplitude spectra appears to be a problem associated 
with the interpolation of the data. For instance, between the CDP and the IRIS data, which have 
the lowest noise leve� there is little or no need for interpolation since most of the observations fall 
at the same epoch. Conversely, in most instances when a NA VNET is compared to an IRIS or a 
COP point, an interpolated point must be calculated in order to provide a difference. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Systematic differences do exist between different VLBI solutions. Most of the differences 
appear to be based on the different plate motion models that are being used by the analysis centers. 
Other systematic differences are caused by reduction errors. The VLBI estimates of Earth 
orientation are accurate to approximately ± 1 millisecond of arc. 

It is important to note that estimates of the level of accuracy are limited by the interpolation 
schemes used to intercompare data. Higher frequency observations may be required to evaluate 
more fully the true accuracy of the VLBI technique. 
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MONITOR OF OCEANIC ACTI'VITIES FROM OBSERVATIONS or EARTH ROTATION 
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The interannual variation of the length of day is derived in the analysis 

of the data of Earth rotatioD from 1962 through 1988 by \\IS iDg 'the Dew 

techDiques iD time series aDalysis . �omparing the series cf length 

of day with the data of departures of the sea surface temperature in 

the equatorial area of eastern Pacific ( l800-80OW , 50S-SOU ) , ve found 

that' the decelerat iOD aDd acceleratioD of the interaDDual rate o f  Earth 

rotatioD are cODs istent with the wanDiDg up and down of sea surface 

temperature in the equatorial area very well . It is shown ill our analysis 

that the minilllUlll of the interaDnual LOD series , which is deduced from 

the observatioDs of Earth rotation , can predict the occurrence of El 

NiDO eveDts for 10Dg raDge forecast about ODe year. ID add itioD , the 

relat ioDship betweeD the sea level chaDges aDd LOD series from the 

historical data is preliminarily drawn iD this paper. 

' S ince las t stronger El Nino event in 1982-83 , which was charac terized 
by the anomalous warming up of ,t�e sea surface water in the equatorial 
area of the eas'tern PS,c i fic , the s tudy on the relat ionship between 
the var.iat ion of the rate of Earth rotation and the El Nino events 
has got s ignificant progress l- 8 . At firs t ,  the evidenc e of 1982-83 
El Nino event from the change of the Length Of Day ( �LOD ) was revealed 
by Carter et  aL l and Rosen et  a1 . 2 , the correlat ion between the El 
Nino event and � LOD has been presented by Cha03 , Ren et  a 1 . 4 , Enbanks 
et a l . 5 and Zhe�g et a l . 6 by us ing the various ana lys is methods , 
respec tively .  The poss ibi lity of predicting El  Nino events from �LOD 
was sugges ted success ive ly by Eubanks et a l . 5 and Zheng et s l .6 - 7 . The 
dynamical ana lYS is on the interannual var iation in �LOD has been 
preliminari ly made by Song et a l . 8 • 

When the El Nino event happens , the des truc t ive climate with the 
globa l scale wi ll  cause serious damage to human being . In  this s tudy , 
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the approach to forecast the El  Nino event from 6LOD data analysis 
is explored further . 

By adopt ing the data of  UTI-UTe from 1962 through 1988 observed with 
as tronomical techniques a series of ALOD in a S-day interval could 
be reduced 9- 1 1 • Accor�ing to the theoretical express ion provided by 
Yoder et a 1 . 12 , the influence of aU zonal t idal terms upon the 6 LOD 

i s  ' removed . Then the series obt ained by averaging over ' each span of 

30-day is adopted as the fundamental one in our ana lys is of  the 
interannual variation of Earth rotat ion . 

The variat ion of Earth rotation is  influenced by many fac tors both 
as tronomically and geophys ical lyL 3 . l4 .  It is very impor tant quest ion 
in the analys is of data how to remove from the series of ALOD what 
does not relate to the El  Nino event . The new techniques of  Multi­

Stage Fi lter (MSF ) and Leap-Step Aut'oregresslon ( LSAR ) provided by Zheng 

Dawe i et 8 1 .15 have been app l ied . No t on ly is the MSF 8 narrower 

truncation band in frequency response funct ion , but also i t  significant ly 
reduces the error induced by the separat ion of ins tantaneous s igna ls 
i n  t h e  ser ies of 6 LOD on the various frequency bands . In the process 
of fil tering the LSAR could weaken or el iminate the end effects of 
the series of output signa ls and enhance the re liabi lity of  predict ion . 

According to the frequency band scale ( from 2 yr . through 7 yr . )  
of seven E l  Nino events since ' 1962 , the series of Il LOD is processed 
w i t h  t h e  band -pass f i l t e r ing b y  adopt ing t h e  MSF and LSAR � The resu l t s  

are shown at  the top of Fig . l  and the monthly departures of the sea 
surface temperature ( SST) in the equatorial eastern Pac i fic ( 1800-
800W. 50S-50N) from 1962 th�ough 1988 are shown at  the bot tom of Fig . l .  

The plot of  Il LOD after fi l tering c learly shows that the interannua l  
variat ion of Earth rotat ion , which i s  in the time scale ' of severa l 
years but not quas i-periodic terms , exists  in the long term fluc tuat ions . 
The interannua � variat ions of  Earth rotat ion and the departures of  
the sea surface temperature in  the equatorial eas tern Pac ific area 
are wel l  cons is tent wi th each other . The interannual rate of  Earth 
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ratat ion decelerates when the sea water warms up ( re ferred to as the 
duration forming the El Nino events ) ,  whi le the interannuel rate of  
Earth rotat ion accelerates when the sea water cools down ( referred 
to as the durat ion of non-EI Nino events ) .  It means that every EI Nino 
event ,usually occurs after the accelerat ion of the interannual rate 
of Earth ratat ion turns to dece leration .  It is also founc1 in Fig . l 
that the amplitudes of the interannual  change in flLOD ere corre lated 

wi th the strength of  El Nino events . Since 1962 , the two s tronger El 
Nino events , 
1972 and in 

L e . , the higher warming , up o f  sea water , occurred in 
1982-83 , and the amplitudes of interannual variation 

in 6LOD were bigger in the periods ment ioned above . In the two durat ions , 
the increase in the length of day was c lose to 0 . 3ms , i . e . , the variation 
in the rate of Earth rotat ion was about - 2 . 5xI0-13  rad/s . 

As the interval between the El  Nino events in 1963 and 1965 is ve,ry 
c lose to the truncat ion frequency band of the filter used in the data 
analys is , the differences between the epochs of  maximum in warming 
up of the equatorial sea surface water in 1969 , 1972 , 1976 , 1982 , 1987 
and epochs of minimum' in interannua l variat ion of  6 LOD series in 1968 , 
1970 , 1974 , 198 1 ,  1985 , respect ively , are used , by wh ich the average 
of 25-month lead of the minimum in , 6 LOD is es t imated . The curve of  
crosscorrelat ion between the interannua l 6LOD and SST series is given 
in ' Fig . 2 .  The correlat ion coefficient at 'zero lag is derived to be 
0 . 65 .  However , the maximum negat ive correlation is  0 . 69 when the 
interannual 6LOD is shifted by 24 months forwa,rd relative to SST. 

The results derived above have substantiated and provided the 
, possibility and way to forecast the EI Nino events  by using the 

observations of Earth rotation .  As data UTI-UTC can be reduced in t ime 
( a�ou't wi thin one month ) from determination with several techniques 
globally , such as VLBI , SLR , and LLR , it is feasible to predict  the 
El Nino events ' by deriving and monitoring th� extremes of the interannual 
variation in the series ALOD . If  the delay in collecting and process ing 
data 1s taken into account , th� predict ion cou ld be made one year be fore , 
which belongs to the long range forecas t in meteorology . 
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In addition ,  the relat ionship between . the sea level changes and 6LOD 
series is preliminarily analysed from the historica l data in this paper . 
In order to investigate into the sea leve l changes in d i fferent 
lati tudes , 162 series of annual mean heights  of sea leve l was se lec ted 
from the gauge records of more than s ix hundreds t idal s tat ions all  
over the world during 1900 to  1970 . They were d ivided into 12  groups 
by an interva l of 10 degrees lat itude . The result of prel iminary analyses 
revealed that in the sea leve l f luctuat ions at the decade t ime scale 

there has been a certain mirror image . relationship between high and 
low lat i tudes s ince the present century . It is  mos t  interes ting that 
the phase of sea leve l f luctuations has correlated c losely with the 
phase of the variation of Earth rotation . As shown in Fig . 3 ,  when the 
Earth rotat ion was acce lerated , the sea leve l rose in low lati tudes 
and fell  in high lat itudes . Conversely , · as the Earth rotation was 
decelerated , the sea level fell in low lati tudes and rose in h igh . 
Therefore it  migh t be infered from the recent observat ions of  Earth 

rotation that the sea level is ras ing in low lat i tudes and fel l ing 

in high latitudes s ince the beginning of 1970 ' s .  

We 8 inceTely thank DTS .  Z . Q . Ren and J . Y . Chen of  the Academy of  
Meteorological Science , State Meteorological Administrat ion � China 
for sending SST data . Cordial thanks are expr�ssed by us to Prof • .  S . H . Ye ,  
Director of Shanghai Observatory , for her support t o  this work . 
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Abstract: 

Geodetic VLBI: Monitoring Global Change 

W E Carter and D S Robertson 
Laboratory for Geosciences, Office of Ocean and Earth Sciences 

NOAA, Rockville, Maryland 20852 

For more than a decade the international geodetic community has been working cooperatively 
to develop a global network of very long baseline interferometry (VLBI) observatories. The 

. purposes of the network include the regular monitoring of Earth orientation (precession, nutation, 
polar motion, and Universal Time) and the measurement of contemporary plate motion and glacial 
rebound, to learn about the structure and dynamics of the Earth. Recent concerns about the effects 
of global warming have raised questions about the current rate of rise of sea level and the possibility 
of a dramatic increase in the rate caused by melting of the Greenland and Antarctic ice caps. 
Geodetic VLBI can contribute to the monitoring of global sea level by providing a terrestrial 
reference frame accurate to the sub-centimeter level to which the positions of tide gauge can be 
referred, by accurately mapping glacial rebound and other vertical crustal motions, by placing 
bounds on changes in the building or destruction of the Greenland and Antarctic ice caps (inferred 
from the secular polar motion), and by providing the fundamental reference frame for generating 
accurate orbits of artificial satellites, including the Global Positioning System (GPS) and altimetric 
satellites. The current status of the global VLBI network, initial results, and goals for the next 3 
to 5 years will be discussed. 

Introduction 

The role of Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) in monitoring Climate and Global Change 
(C&GC) may not be immediately apparent. The end product of VLBI measurements is a set of 
accurately determined baseline vectors between radio telescopes (fIXed or mobile) around the world, 
at the times of the observations. The key phrase of course is "at the times of the observations." 
The changes in the solid earth, oceans, atmosphere system that are collectively referred to as 
C&GC' essentially all involve movements of mass that result in deformations of the Earth and 
changes in the vectors observed with VLBI. For example, on an interannual time scale the El Nmo 
- Southern Oscillation which strongly affects climate along the western coastal regions of both North 
and South America, involves an exchange of angular momentum between the atmosphere and solid 
earth that modulates the rotation of the Earth, changing the orientation of the VLBI vectors with 
time. On much longer time scales the melting of glaciers and polar ice caps and the redistribution 
of the mass over the oceans causes shifts in the location of the pole, changes in the length-of-day 
Clod), and crustal deformations that affect the components of VLBI interstation vectors. These 
changes can be all detected by a series of VLBI observations. Detecting and separating the 
different effects of C&GC will require long uninterrupted time series from a global network of 
properly distributed observatories. 

Separating the causes of observed changes in the vectors measured with VLBI may prove extremely 
difficult or even impossible without independent information from other observing techniques such 
dense networks of vectors determined from Global Positioning System (GPS) satellite observations, 
airborne and satellite altimetry profiles of the oceans and ice masses, and vertical crustal motions 
and mass relQcations obtained from absolute gravimetry. Appropriately for this conference, this 
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paper will focus primarily on the role of VLBI in monitoring C&GC but does address other 
techniques both from the points of view of the support they derive from VLBI and how the 
information obtained from them may improve the interpretation of VLBI measurements. 

Major goals of the NOAA C&GC program are to determine the long term trends of climate change, 
to determine the causes of those changes (particularly the possible effects of human activities such 
as atmospheric pollution), to explore techniques that might be used to mitigate the undesirable 
consequences of climate change, and to provide the best possible information to those officials 
responsible for setting national policy. One of the predicted effects of global warming is a general 
rise in global sea level. The early detection of an increase in the rate of rise of sea level would 
confirm the predictions from computer climate models and provide important information fol' 
coastal planning activities. VLBI, along with other geodetic measurements, ca[1 contribctc to the 
measurement of the change in global absolute sea level. Two approaches to the problem have been 
identified: the direct monitoring of sea leve� and the indirect approach of mon.i�oring ice masses 
that contain the water that could cause sea level to increase rapidly. Certain VLBI observations, 
such as the establishment and maintenance of an accurate global terrestrial ref�rence frame, are 
fundamental to the success of both approaches. 

Background Information 

In 1977 the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) began to develop a three 
station network of Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI) observatories. This was several years 
before the term Climate and Global Change came into common usage, and the im:nediate scientific 
goal of the project [Carter, 1978; Carter and Strange, 1979] was to replace the antiquated optical 
observatories that NOAA had operated since the tum of the century, as part of the International 
Latitude Service, with a more accurate Earth orientation monitoring system to support modern 
global geodetic measurements. A second important goal of the NOAA project was to demonstrate 
the feasibility of using VLBI operationally. By 1984 NOAA and a consortium of German geodetic 
organizations, led by the Institute for Applied Geodesy (IFAG), had joined efforts and the 
International Radio Interferometric Surveying (IRIS) network consisting of the three NOAA 
observatories and the newly built Wettzell Observatory, in Germany, was routinely producing polar 
motion, UT1 and nutation determinations at 5 day intervals. The VLBI results were two orders of 
magnitude more accurate than those of the classical optical networks. The success of the IRIS 
observations stimulated several other nations to develop geodetic VLBI facilities. Today there are 
more than 20 observatories around the world that regularly participate in geodeti:: VLBI observing 
programs and several more, most notably in the USSR and the southern herr..i�phere, are under 
construction or planned. See Figure 1. 

The Hartebeesthoek, South Africa, and Hobart, Australia observatories utilize VLBI 
instrumentation loaned by NOAA explicitly for joint C&GC monitoring. The station planned for 
Natal, Brazil, is also being developed jointly by NOAA and a consortium of Brazilian scientific 
organizations led by the University of Sao Paulo for C&GC monitoring. The more tentative plans 
for a station at McMurdo, Antarctica, are based on a project currently under consideration by the 
National Science Foundation and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to 
develop a synthetic aperture radar (SAR) station. The Japanese and German stations at Syowa and 
O'Higgins are designed for both SAR and VLBI operations. The station at Santiago is being 
funded by IF AG, with technical assistance by NASA. The station planned for Tahiti, will be 
developed by French space research and geodetic organizations. 
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Figure 1. Map showing the locations of southern hemisphere geodetic VLBI stations. 
Distances are in kilometers. 

Monitoring Global Sea Level 

NOAA, along with other agencies from around the world, has operated tide gauges in most harbors 
for many decades. Some tide gauge records are more than 100 years long and a few exceed ISO 
years. These records show a global increase in sea level of 10 to 25 centimeters over the past 
century. The uncertainty is large because the rates observed at the various gages disagree markedly, 
even in sign, and different researchers have taken different approaches in attempting to get the 
"best" estimate of global sea level change. It has long been recognized that the apparent change 
in sea level in certain regions seen in the tide gauge records is caused by vertical crustal motion at 
the tide gauge rather than by an increase or decrease in the volume of water in the oceans. In the 
Hudson Bay region of Canada and along the Baltic Sea coastline of Fennoscandia, glacial rebound 
causes a drop of relative sea level by about one centimeter per year. It is now known that the 
isostatic readjustments associated with the melting of the Laurentide and Fennoscandian ice sheets 
causes positive or negative vertical crustal motions of a good fraction of a millimeter per year over 
the entire planet. All tide gauge measurements are corrupted to some extent by glacial rebound 
effects. 

The direct approach to measuring sea level change is to use modern geodetic techniques (VLBI, 
GPS, absolute gravity) to establish and maintain a global terrestrial reference frame accurate to the 
subcentimeter level, and then to regularly resurvey to tide gauge stations to determine the rate of 
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vertical motions of the gauges. To be useful the crustal rates need to be accurate to no worse than 
a fraction of a millimeter per year. This is a very challenging geodetic problem at sites with 
constant rates and currently not possible at sites with frequent episodic motions. NOAA has 
established two networks, in Hawaii and along the Atlantic Coast of the u.s. (including a station 
in Bermuda) to develop and test the techniques for surveying the tide gauge stations. The results 
of the initial surveys have been reported by Carter et al., [1988] and will not be repeated here. 
However, it was clear from the first tests that all three techniques (VLBI, GPS, and absolute 
gravity) had to be improved about one order of magnitude before the required accuracies could be 
achieved. 

Progress on VLBI has been dramatic. NASA and Haystack Observatory have already pedormed 
engineering experiments with improved instrumentation that achieved one millimeter repeatability 
in the horizontal and three millimeters in the vertical on baselines of 800 kilometerr-s and longer 
[T.A. Herring, private communication, 1990]. Haystack Observatory has recen�ly completed the 
specifications and preliminary designs for a new generation, Mark 4, VLBI system that will be 
initially capable of recording at 10 times the data rate of the Mark 3, with upgrade capability to 20 
times [Rogers, 1991] . .  The increased recording bandwidth and other calibration and observing 
techniques should achieve the few millimeter level in a routine operational mode about 1994. 

A major breakthrough was made in absolute gravimetry in 1990, when Klopping et al., [1991] 
developed data collection, reduction and analysis techniques to remove the largest known systematic 
error in the Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics (JILA.) absolute gravimeter. Comparison 
of determinations from absolute and cryogenic gravity meters at the Richmond VLBI observatory 

show agreement within one microgal in measuring a change of 11 microgals in the gravity caused 
by changes in the water table and soil moisture content. A joint gravity monitoring program in 
North America, concentrated in Canada where the glacial rebound rates are the largest has been 
initiated by NOAA and the Canadian Bureau of Energy and Mines. NOAA C&GC program funds 
are being used to fund a joint NOAA-National Institutes of Science and Technology-JIT..A.-private 
industry transfer of technology and manufacture of a new generation absolute gravimeter. Absolute 
gravity may provide a relatively inexpensive alternative method with different error sources with 
which to check VLBI vertical motion results. 

Progress on GPS has been good but slower than the other techniques. Delays in launching new 
satellites have limited the observing periods and resulted in less than optimal sky coverage. 
Refraction anomalies along coastlines appear to be a more challenging problem than anticipated. 
Rather than repeat the Hawaiian and Atlantic Coast tide gauge surveys, focus has shifted to the 
collection of long time series of observations at the Richmond VLBI and Haulover tide gauge sites. 
The repeatability of the horizontal components is currently 2-3 millimeters, RMS, while the vertical 
component is approximately 1.S centimeters. The vertical repeatability represents a recent 
improvement of about a factor of 3 achieved through better atmospheric modelling and improved 
orbits. A factor of S or more is still needed to make the GPS tide gauge surveys useful. 

Analysis of historical tide gauge data by several researchers (see for example DougLas, 1991) has 
revealed difficulties in the interpretation of water level measurements. There are large (ten 
centimeter level) interdecadal variations in relative sea level that are probably driven by basin-scale 
winds that currently make it impossible to extract sea level rise values at the submillimeter per year 
level of accuracy. Such effects will have to be removed before the benefits of the improved geodetic 
results can be realized. The direct measurement of sea level must and will continue to be a major 
component of the NOAA global sea level project, but the indirect approach of monitoring ice 
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masses is likely to take on increasing importance with time, assuming that the planned observing 
campaigns prove successful. 

Ice Monitoring 

The ice masses that contain enough water to cause significant increases in global sea level are 
concentrated in a few areas of sub-continental scale. Approximately 85 percent of the ice mass is 
contained in the Antarctic, 12 percent in Greenland, and 3 percent in mountain glaciers. 

The large difference between the surface areas of the ice masses and that of the oceans means that 
the changes in the surface elevations of the ice sheets will be many times larger than the rise or fall 
of the oceans. For example, for the Greenland ice cap to yield sufficient water to raise global sea 
level by 1 millimeter, uniformly distributed melting would decrease the surface elevation by about 
16 centimeters. If the melting were restricted to the southern portions the surface change would 
be 2 to 3 times larger. This enhanced signal suggests that it may prove easier to detect changes in 
the ice masses than the resultant changes in sea level. 

At least three approaches to monitoring ice masses, which vary in degree of directness, have been 
suggested. In chronological order they are: monitor earth rotation (polar motion and length of day 
(lod)) to detect the effects of the redistribution of mass caused by melting or building of ice caps 
[Munk and MacDonald, 1960]; make repetitive measurements of the surface elevations of the 
icecaps and compute changes in volumes based on changes in the surface elevations [Zwally, 1989]; 
and measure vertical and horizontal crustal deformations at stations near the peripheries of major 
ice masses, caused by changes in the weight of ice resting on the crust [Hager, 1991]. The 
references cited do not necessarily represent the first or only papers to suggest the particular 
approach, but they serve as sources of more detailed discussions of the techniques and results. 

Munk and MacDonald noted that displacement of the pole of rotation is potentially "a remarkably 
sensitive indicator of the source of melted water." Using reasonable estimates of simplified 
excitation functions they pointed out that melting of ice on Greenland would displace the pole 
toward Greenland, while melting of ice in Antarctica would displace the pole toward Chicago. If 
melting of ice were the only cause of changes in earth rotation we would indeed already have an 
exquisite monitoring system. The development of an earth orientation monitoring system based on 
Very Long Baseline interferometry (VLBI) during the past decade has led to at least two orders 
of magnitude improvement in our knowledge of polar motion and lod. The IRIS VLBI earth 
orientation monitoring system routinely tracks the location of the pole to 2.0 millisecond of arc (6 
centimeters) or better, as verified by comparison with satellite laser ranging results [Robertson et 
ai., 1985], at 5 day intervals (Figure 2). More recent intercomparisons with a 23-day test series of 
GPS pole determinations during January and February, 1991, indicate agreement at better than 0.5 
millisecond (1-2 centimeters) in both components of the pole position [Herring, 1991]. The IRIS 
network also produces daily values of Universal Time (UTI) the time integral of lod, accurate to 
a tenth of a millisecond of time (Figure 3). Improvements approaching another order of magnitude 
are anticipated in the next 3-5 years as the next generation Mark 4 VLBI instrumentation becomes 
operational and methods for correcting the observations for atmospheric refraction and other 
sources of systematic error are developed. 

Unfortunately, variations in earth rotation are not caused only by changes in the ice masses, but by 
several other phenomena as well. For example, the entire secular motion of the pole from 1900 to 
present shown schematically by the irregular line in figure 2, approximately 10 centimeters per year 
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Figure 2. VLBI determinations of the pole position, 1984-1990. Scales are in milliseconds 
of arc. The origin is the conventional international origin (CIO) which was determined 
by averaging measurements made in about 1900. 

toward Newfoundland, may be the result of relocation of mass within the solid earth associated with 
glacial rebound (peltier and Tushingham, 1989]. On time scales of a decade or less the apparent 
motion of the pole is irregular at the level of several centimeters per year. ":he cause of the 
irregularities has been attributed to meteorological effects as well as tectonic effects including 
earthquake displacements. Chao and Gross [1977] concluded that, "The computed changes in th� 
Earth's global geodetic/gravitational parameters induced by the earthquakes during 1977-1985 are 
in general two orders of magnitude smaller than the observed values that are available." 
Meteorological shifts of atmospheric masses are another possible source of the excitation 
mechanism that has received extensive study [Munk and Hassan, 1961; Wilson and Haubrich, 1976; 
Wahr, 1982; 1983; Barnes et al., 1983; Hide, 1984]. A related possibility involves changes in the 
distribution of sudace and ground water resulting from changes in rainfall and snow cover [Wilson 
and Hinnov, 1985; Hinnov and Wilson, 1987; Chao et al., 1987; 1988; Chao and O'Connor, 1988; 
Chao 1988]. The problem is at least equally bad with the changes in lod. The winds associated with 
weather patterns cause several tenths of milliseconds variations in lod on time scales of weeks to 
years. Attempts to use meteorological data to correct for these effects have been relatively 
successful (Langley, et aI., 1981; Rosen and Salstein, 1983; Carter et al., 1984; Rosen et aI., 1984; 
1990; Chao, 1989]. However, there are equally large unexplained variations in lod on decadal time 
scales that are thought to derive from fluid core - mantle interactions that cannot currently be 
determined by other methods. For the foreseeable future we will not be able to interpret earth 

403 



10 1-

� 

I') 

N 

... 

0 

... 
I 

N I 
I') 
I 

1 -
10 
I 

ID 
I 

+ 
+ 

.. 

. 

+ 
.A; • I" + + 

+ 
+ + 

+ 
+ � 

+ 
+ 

+ + + 
of" of" 
+ 
+ 

+ + + 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ + of" + + + 

+ + .-. + 

'" + • 
+ t 

t + 

+ 
+ + 
+ 
+ .... 

'\ 

\ 

�v I 
+ 

., 
-
t + 
+ 

I I 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

-

if �I �--�--��--�---��--�I--��--�-----�--�-----�--��---�� Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May J u n  
1 990 1 99 1  

Figure 3. Daily UTI determinations from the IRIS VLBI project. The vertical scale is 
in milliseconds of time. Tidal variations and a fifth-order polynomial have been removed. 

rotation data to unambiguously determine if specific ice masses are melting or accumulating at 
certain rates, but the earth rotation data will provide constraints that will help us evaluate purported 
changes in the ice masses. For example, the absence of change in motion of the pole makes the 
accumulation of more than 20 centimeters per year of ice on Greenland reported by Zwally [1989] 
very unlikely [Douglas et al., 1989]. 

Repeat measurements of the elevations of the surfaces of the major ice masses, such as the 
Greenland ice cap, have been technologically possible for many decades using spirit leveling. 
However, acquiring sufficiently dense levelling profiles to compute the volume of the ice would have 
required very costly observing campaigns in remote and hostile environments. Within the past few 
decades technological developments have brought remote sensing techniques closer to being able 
to achieve the accuracy and coverage required. Laser and microwave altimeters on aircraft and 
artificial satellites now are routinely used to make repeat profiles of the ocean surfaces, and satellite 
altimetry is now competitive in accuracy and far superior in coverage for interannual monitoring 
of sea level compared to tide gauge networks [Cheney et al., 1989; Cheney and Miller, 1990; Miller 
and Cheney, 1990]. Satellite microwave altimetry data have also been successfully collected over 
southern Greenland and parts of Antarctica, and attempts have been made to derive changes in 
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surface elevations from these data [Zwally, 1989]. Orbit errors are still at a level that they can 
introduce significant errors in the ice profiles. However, continued development of the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) satellite constellation, receivers, and observing and data analysis 
techniques are reaching a level where airborne and satellite altimetry may soon achieve the required 
accuracy and coverage at acceptable costs. 

During the summer of 1991 NOAA researchers will participate in two separate airborne ice 
profiling experiments in Greenland, one jointly with researchers at the Naval Research Laboratories 
(NRL) and the second with National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) researchers 
at the Wallops Island Space Center. In both experiments p-� aircraft instrumented with laser and 
microwave altimeters, and navigated by differential kinematic GPS techniques, will make initial 
epoch measurements of ice profiles across the Greenland ice cap, including lines that will be 
profiled repeatedly by the ERS-1 satellite to be launched during 1991 by the European Space 
Agency (Figure 4). The portion of the ERS-1 track drawn in solid line beginning a Sondre 
Stromtjord and extending northeastward onto the icecap will be the primary focus of the airborne 
altimeter flight during the 1991 observing campaign. Comparison of the NRL-NOAA, NASA­
NOAA, and the ERS-1 profiles should provide a reliable estimate of the current state of the art in 
ice profiling. Decimeter accuracy is expected, and profiles of that accuracy would m&ke a valuable 
contribution to monitoring ice caps. There remain questions about how well ice profiles can be 
converted to ice volume. Fresh snow falls may cause difficulties. Variations in the penetration into 
the snow and ice of microwave altimetry signals could result in significant errors. Voids in the ice 
masses, changes in density of the ice, and difficulties in mapping the steep edge areas are other 
concerns. But this approach is perhaps the most direct method devised for monitoring changes in 
the ice masses, the prospects for improvements in the accuracy achieved are good in the near 
future, and ultimately remote sensing of the ice caps using GPS positioned altimetric satellites may 
prove the least costly method to achieve the spatial coverage and temporal resolution needed for 
climate change studies. 

The third approach to monitoring changes in ice masses has been described by Hager as ''weighing 
the ice." On short time scales (decades) the earth responds to changes in surface loading elastically. 
If ice is added or subtracted from an existing ice mass there will be an immediate response in the 
elevation of the surface of the crust under the load, which will extend significantly beyond the edge 
of the load (Figure 5). Using a simplified model Hager has estimated that the addition of 21 
centimeters of ice over Greenland would result in approximately 1 centimeter vertical (downward) 
and 3 millimeters of horizontal (toward the ice) displacement of a point located! on bed rock at the 
edge of the ice cap. If points on opposite sides of the ice mass can be observed the horizontal 
"signal" can be effectively doubled, i.e., the horizontal displacements of points A and B in figure 4 
would be toward one another and the distance between points A' and B' would be reduced by twice 
the horizontal displacement of each station. This is an "instantaneous" response associated with 
the elastic deformation of the earth and should not be confused with the long term pattern of 
deformation that eventually would result from the viscous response of the earth if the load persisted 
over long time scales. If the vertical and horizontal displacements of points around the periphery 
of ice masses can be measured with sufficient accuracy changes in the weight of the ice mass can 
be determined in much the same way as if it were to be placed on a spring scale at the local fruit 
market. 

In well designed and carefully executed experiments both VLBI and GPS have already achieved, 
and even exceeded, the requisite precision to detect the crustal deformations expected from 
decimeter changes of the Greenland and Antarctic ice caps. Improvements in both systems 
currently underway should make the required precision well within routine operatio::ls within the 
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Figure·4. Map showing the locations of the GPS ground stations and ERS-l satellite tracks over 
southern Greenland. 
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Figure S. Sketch (not to scale) showing effects of increased loading of ice on the crust. The 
elastic deformation will cause instantaneous displacements, both vertically and horizontally, of 
points under and around the ice. 

next few years. However, because atmospheric refraction tends to limit the vertical ac=uracy of GPS 
and VLBI to a factor of 3 to 5 worse that the horizontal accuracy, the horizontal component of the 
displacement may actually prove more useful than the larger vertical component. The base stations 
to be used for phase difference kinematic GPS observations during the ice profiling tests scheduled 
for Greenland in 1991 may yield observations of sufficient quality to serve as initial epoch 
measurements. Tentative plans for to make mobile VLBI observations in Greenland during 1992, 
as part of the NOAA C&GC program, are also being explored. In the longer term the most cost 
effective approach may be to establish permanent regularly observing GPS s�ations near the ice 
margins in Greenland and Antarctica. 

The crustal displacements and changes in attraction of the ice caused by decimeter level changes 
in major ice masses would also result in a significant changes in the absolute gravity at nearby 
stations. The changes caused by the two mechanisms would be of opposite signs, but preliminary 
estimates of the expected change if two decimeters were added to the Greenland ice cap indicate 
that absolute gravity measurements may be a relatively inexpensive compler.:tentary observing 
technique to GPS and VLBI. 

The method of weighing ice masses using VLBI, GPS, and absolute gravity to detect the elastic 
deformation of the crust near the periphery of the ice, is not limited to the very large Greenland 
and Antarctic ice caps. For example, Hager has pointed out that regions of southeast Alaska are 
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undergoing rapid emergence as mountain glaciers shrink. The combination of airborne profiling 
from a light aircraft and ice weighing with GPS and absolute gravity might prove particularly cost 
effective for monitoring such limited areas. 

Concluding Remarks 

When the geodetic community first began to consider the feasibility of exploiting the new 
technologies of VLBI, GPS, and absolute gravity to attack long standing scientific problems, 
determining the contemporary rate of rise of global absolute sea level was one of the first goals 
identified [Carter et al., 1986; 1989]. At first the most feasible approach appeared to be to utilize 
the existing array of tide gauge stations to determine the relative rate of sea level rise and to use 
geodetic measurements to cleanse the records of vertical crustal motions. This approach is still a 
fundamental component of the NOAA sea level project, but there is now a greater awareness of the 
complexity of the problem. Even assuming that the challenging accuracy requirements for the 
geodetic measurement can be met, there remain at least equal challenges in determining the water 
level with sufficient accuracy and adequate spatial sampling. Relative sea level changes of tens of 
centimeters occur at time scales from interannual to interdecadal. Ocean dynamics may pose more 
of a problem than crustal dynamics, and it appears there is now a consensus that tide gauges alone 
are not adequate for monitoring the water level. Satellite altimetry is the only hope for gathering 
the required water level data. 

The NOAA sea level project has always included the concept of attacking the problem from the 
point of view of monitoring the sources of the water causing changes in sea level. But the 
remoteness and severe weather conditions in Greenland and Antarctica made this approach rather 
forbidding. Advances in kinematic GPS, satellite and airborne altimetry, and new ideas such as 
inferring changes in the ice masses from nearby crustal deformations are making ice monitoring 
appear ever more tractable. It appears that direct measurements at the source of the water, where 
the signal to noise level is more favorable, may yield the earliest and most accurate measurement · 
of global sea level change. 

The basic components of both the water level and ice monitoring approaches are the same. We 
must establish a global terrestrial reference frame accurate to the sub-centimeter level over time 
scales of decades. We must use GPS to determine the locations of water/ice surface level sensors 
(tide gauges or airborne/satellite altimeters) in the terrestrial reference frame. This will require 
accurate orbits for the GPS satellites, high quality GPS receivers, and accurate fIXed and kinematic 
GPS observing procedures and data reduction software. Reliable data archiving will also be 
required. The difference in the two approaches is largely the focus of the GPS activities, i.e., 
positioning tide gauges or airborne/satellite remote sensing systems. The balance is clearly shifting 
in favor of the latter. The 1991 tests of airborne/satellite profiling of the Greenland ice cap may 
well mark a major turning point in the NOAA sea level project. If this approach proves successful, 
more of the resources may be focussed on ice monitoring in the future. 
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IfAG-Plans to support VLBI in the Southern 
Hemisphere 

Hermann Seeger, IfAG-Frankfurt a. M. (D) 

1. General Aspects :  

Monitoring global change and global geodynamics requires a global distrib",tion of 
VLBI-and SLR-stations at distances of approximately 5000 km. In the Southern 
Hemisphere there are presently only a few permanent stations available : 3 VLBI­
sites and 2 SLR-systemsj 4 other stations are operated only 6 months per year. 
Due to the economic situations in many countries in the Southern Hemisphere it 
is unrealistic to assume that this situation might improve during the coming years 
if the US, European Countries and Japan are not granting the necessary support. 

2. The German ERS-l/VLBI Facility at o 'Higgins/ Antarctica: 

The German Federal Ministry of Research and Technology has funded a German 
Ground Station on the Antarctic Continent through the IfAG. This is inter..ded as 
a contribution to the use of ERS-l in the Antarctic and the system was designed as 
a combined ERS-l(SAR)/VLBI Facility. The telescope has been installed during 
the Antarctic Summer 1990/1991 and is ready for the ERS-l Service (figure 1 
and 2). The last components of the VLBI-System (VLBA/MKIII Terminal and 
Maser) will be shipped in October 1991 j first VLBI experiments are foreseen for 
late 1991. The overall responsibility for the O'Higgins Observatory will be assumed 
by the DLR or AWl; the operation of the geodetic components will remain with 
IfAG. The basic design of this telescope is as follows: 

• Environment 

- Temperature: -30 . . .  +15 Deg.eel. 

- Windvelocity : up to 300 km/h 

• Time and Frequency system 

- Time HP "high performance" cesium std. 
- Time sync. :  GPS-receiver 

- Frequency: EFOS active H-maser 
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4 1 2  
Fi g .  1 and 2 . : The ERS- l /VLBI -Tel escope i n  O ' H i ggi ns  



• ERS-Equipment 

- G/T: 31 dB 

- ERS Tracking receiver 

- ERS SAR-datareceiver 

- SAR Data HDTR recorder 
- SAR Quick look processor 

• VLBI-Equipment 

- Kryogenic LNA and downconverter 

- VLBA/VLBI compatible receiver, 14 ch. (NRAO-Interferometrics) 

- VLBI-HDT recorder 

Mount :  

• Special 3-axis mount, completely covered backstructure 

• 1 .  Axis: azimuth ±270 deg. from north 

• 2. Axis: tilt 0 deg. or 8 deg. from vertical (2 possible positions) 

• 3. Axis : oblique 45 deg. (instead of elevation axis) 

• Azimuth velocity 0.0017 deg./sec. - 11  deg./sec. ,  acceleration 7 deg./sec.2 

• Pseudo-elevation velocity 0.001. . .5 deg./sec. , acceleration 5 deg./sec.2 

Antenna: 

• Type: On-axis Cassegrain 

• Main reflector 

- Diameter : 9.0 m 

- Shape: true rot. Paraboloid 
- Focal length: 3.6 m 

- Surface acc. 0.5 m rms 

• Sec. reflector : 

- Diameter : 1 .3 m 

- Shape: true rot. Hyperboloid 

- Surface acc. 0 .1 mID rms 
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• Feed 

- Type: corrugated hom 

- Frequency 2.0-2.3 GHz and 8.0-8.6 GHz 

- Polarisation RHC and LHC 

O'Higgins and the Japanese telescope in Syowa will form, together with stations 
in South-Africa (Hartebeesthock), Tasmania (Hobart), South America (Natal or 
Santiago de Chile) and perhaps at Tahiti, a new Antarctic VLBI-Network as it 
was designed by Carter et. al. , NGSj the configuration in figure 3 may even be 
improved by an additional (US) telescope at Mc Murdo. 

3. The TIGO-Concept 

The optimal design for a space-oriented geodetic-geodynamical
" observatory still 

follows the philosophy of "fundamental stations" which include all the modem 
precise observation techniques such 88 Laser Ranging, VLBI, GPS etc. One of 
the few places where these ideas have really been put into " action is the German 
observatory in Wettzell. In order to transfer this concept to the Southern Hemi­
sphere the TIGO-concept has been developed in the German Research Group for 
Satellite Geodesy (FGS = Forschungsgruppe Satellitengeodiisie). "TIGO" stands 
for "Transportable Integrated Geodetic (or Geodynamic) Observatory" . The com­
plete system will be made transportable by installing it in several containers of 
standard size. All the different modular observation and support units will be con­
trolled from one central computer and a communication processor, but for special 
tasks it may be necessary that selected (modular) components can be operated as 
a single system, so that every subsystem will include its own processor. 

Based on agreements with the host agencies in Southern Hemisphere countries 
TIGO should be installed at selected places for periods of about one year. Ground 
support and routine observers should be made available by the host agencies with 
training and maintenance support from at least two IfAG engineers who will travel 
with the system. 

Using the best technology available TIGO will include the following components :  

• SLR 

• VLBI 

• GPS- PRARE? - GLONASS? 

• Reflector for G LRS 

• Absolute Gravimeter 

• Superconducting Gravimeter 
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• Seismometer 

• �gnetometer 

• Time + Frequency (2 Masers, Cs-standards, GPS-time) 

• Met. Data aquisition 

• Computer-network for: 

• operation (automatic operation) 

• system control 

• data aquisition 

• testing/maintenance 

• communication 

• data processing 

• data transfer 

Figure 4 includes a graph showing the TIGO components and the ties between 
the various components. 

4. The TIGO SLR-Module 

The TIGO SLR-module should fullfill all the modern requirements of a highly 
mobile SLR-unit and make use of the latest technology. Its main characteristics 
will be 

• subcentimeter 

• 500 km to 40.000 km range 

• multicolour ? 

• day/night capability 

• automatic operation 

• alt./azim.-mount 

• a single telescope for transmit and receive functions 

• high efficiency in transmission 

• precise pointing 

• Nd:YAG or Titan-Saphir laser 

• pulse less than 30 picosec. 
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• repetition rate 10 .. . 20 Hz 

• avalanche diode, and/or MCP detector 

• set-up time 1-5 days 

• highly reliable operation 

5. The TIGO VLBI-Modul 

The VLBI-System will be based on the recent results of research and development 
experiments which due to the high sensivity of the new receiving techniques and 
the data aquisition terminals may allow us to use much smaller telescopes. Some 
of the future characteristic may be 

• 5 . . .  8 m antenna (alt./azim.) 

• SIX horns 

• helium cooled SIX receiver 

• MK IV date aquisition tenninal 

• highly reliable automatic operation 

• setting up : 1 . . .  5 days 

FUture and ongoing VLBI-activities such as the 6 station MKIII European Geode­
tic VLBI-Network (Onsala, Wettzell, Medicina, Matera, Noto and Madrid), the 
Antarctic Network and TIGO require more correlator capacity. As a result a 
TIGO-VLBI-Correlator is under discussion which will either be 

or 

• designed as a MPIm/IfAG project to be installed in Bonn having 50%,of the 
total time available for geodesy, sharing the costs (investment and operation) 
50 :50 between MPIm and IfAG and establishing an IfAG-Correlator-Group 
in Bonn 

• installed and operated as a 100% IfAG facility at the new branch of the IfAG 
in Leipzig. 

6. The TIGO-Schedule 

IfAG expects that the budget for TIGO will be accepted for 1992-1997. The 
necessary staff is available as result of the Gennan reunification. Base-station will 
be Wettzell where the TIGO-Management will be established with Dr. Schluter 
as its head, Dr. Sperber, Dr. Schreiber, Dr. Dassing, Dipl.-Ing. Kilger and Dr. 
Nothnagel as well as 4-5 additional project scientists to be contracted in late 
1991 as members of staff. The different components will be produced by private 
industry. 

418 



T h e  R e s u l t s o f  t he Te s t  VLB I E x p e r i m e n t .  w i t h  t h e  S y o w a  S t a t i o n 

i n  An t a r c t i c a and  I t s F u t u r e P l a n s  

b y  

N .  K u r i h a r a ,  T .  K o n d o ,  Y .  Ta k a h a s h i ,  a n d  F .  Ta k a h a s h i 

( K a s h i m a S p a c e  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r ,  CRl , 8 9 3 - 1 H i r a i ,  K a s h i m a ,  
I b a r a k i , 3 1 4  J a p a n ) 
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( N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l a r R e s e a r c h ,  I t a b a s h i ,  T o k y o ,  

1 7 3 J a p a n ) 

ABSTRACT 

T h e  p o s i t i o n o f  S y owa S t a t i o n i n  t h e An t a r c t i c a w a s  m e a s ­
u r e d w i t h  a n  e r r o r  o f  d e c i m e t e r s b y  a Ve r y  l o n g  B a s e l i n e  I n t e r ­

f e r o m e t e r  ( V l B I )  e x p e r i m e n t  c a r r i e d o u t i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 990 . T h i s  i s  
t h e  f i r s t  V l B I e x p e r i m e n t t h a t  c o n n e c t s  t h e  A n t a r c t i c a w i t h  o t h e r  

c o n t i n e n t .  K a s h i ma ,  J a p a n  a n d  T i d b i n b i l l a , Au s t r a l i a  p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t i n  c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h  S y o w a  S t a t i o n .  T h e  K -4 d a t a  

a c q u i s i t i o n t e r m i n a l  u s e d  a t  t h e  S y owa S t a t i o n w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  
f r o m  K a s h i m a f o r  a t e m p o r a r y  u s e . T h e  d a t a a t  S y owa S t a t i o n 
a n d  T i d b i n b i l l a w e r e  g a t h e r e d t o  K a s h i m a f o r  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g .  
A l l d a t a  we r e  c o r r e l a t e d  a t  K a s h i m a a n d  a n a l y z e d  t o  o b t a i n  a 

p r e c i s e p o s i t i o n o f  t h e S y o wa S t a t i o n .  T h i s  p a p e r s u m m a r i z e s  a n  
o u t l  i n e o f  t h e t e s t  V l B I e x p e r i m e n t s  a n d  i t s f u t u r e  p l a n s . 

1 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n 

G e o d e t i c  V l B I s t a t i o n s  a r e  m a i n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n 
h e m i s p h e r e ,  b u t i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  n e t w o r k s  t o  i n c l u d e  
s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  n o t o n l y  f o r  m e a s u r i n g p r e ­
c i s e p l a t e  m o t i o n b u t  a l s o f o r  m o n i t o r i n g t h e e a r t h  r o t a t i o n .  
M a n y  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d e v o t e d  f o r  e x t e n d i n g n e t wo r k s  
t o  t h e s o u t h . H ow e v e r  ·n o  V l B I e x p e r i m e n t h a d  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d 

w i t h  a n  An t a r c t i c  s t a t i o n · u n t i l t h e f i r s t  e x p e r i m e n t  r e p o r t e d  
h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  n o  a n t e n n a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  V l B I e x p e r ­
i m e n t . I n  1 98 9 , t h e 30 t h  J a p a n e s e  An t a r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  E x p e d i t i o n 
( JARE - 3 0 )  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l a r R e s e a r c h  
( N I P R ) ' J a p a n , b u i l t  a m u l t i p u r p o s e  s a t e l l i t e d a t a r e c e i v i n g 
a n t e n n a  w i t h 1 1 m i n  d i a m e t e r  a t  S y owa S t a t i o n ( 69 . 0S , 39 . 6E )  i n  
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t h e  A n t a r c t i c a ( l ) . T h i s  a n t e n n a  i s  a l s o d e s i g n e d  t o  h a v e  a 
c a p a b i l i t y f o r  V L B I a n d  r a d i o  a s t r o n o m y . F i g . 1  s h o w s  t h e  

p o s i t i o n o f  t h e  Sy owa S t a t i o n i n  t h e An t a r c t i c a .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y ( C RU , J a p a n  c o n d u c t e d  a t e s t  V L B I e x p e r  j ­

m e n t s  b e t w e e n  1 1  m a n t e n n a  a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n a n d .a 26 m a n t e n n a  
a t  K a s h i m a ( 3 5 . 8N , 1 40 . 7 E ) , J a p a n , i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 90 i n  c o o p e r a t i o n 

w i t h  t h e J ARE - 3 0 . .  T h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e t e s t  e x p e r i m e n t s  i s  t o  
t h e  d e t e c t i o n o f  t h e f r i n g e s , i n  o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  t h e f e a s i b i l i t y 

f o r  f l,l t u r e  · r e g u l a r An t a r c t i c  VL B I  e x p e r i m e n t s . A 34 m a n t e n n a  
a t  T i d b i n b i  I i a ( 3 5 . 2S , 1 49 . 0E ) , Au s t r a l i a , wa s a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d  

i n  t h e e x p e r i m e n t t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  ·m u t u a l v i s i b i I i t y I i m i t a t i o n .  

F i g .  1 

o Syowa Stat/on 
69.0 5 • 39.6 E 

90 W t----il--+--��-+--+--I 90 E 

180 . 

T h e  · An t a r c t i c  C o n t i n e n t  a n d  p o s i t i o n o f  t h e S y o w a  
S t a t i o n 

2 .  E x p e r i me n t s  

2 . 1 .  A n  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  t h e e x p e r i m e n t s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  

T h e  e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  s c h e d u l e d t o  b e c a r r i e d o u t w i t h i n  a m o n t h  

d u r i n g t h e y e a r l y  e x c h a n g e  o f  p e r s o n n e l a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n i n  
a u s t r a l  s u m m e r s e a s o n . A l l e q u i p m en t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e V L B I 

e x p e r i m e n t  a t  S y o wa S t a t i o n we r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
JARE - 3 1  a n d  J a p a n e s e  i c e - b r e a k � r  " S h i r a s e " . 

I n  t h e s e  e x p e r i m e n t s  n e w l y d e v e l o p e d  a n d  h i g h l y  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  ��y o r d e r s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  V L B I d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n n a m e d  " K - 4 r e c o r d e r "  
w e r e  e m p l o y e d  b o t h  a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n a n d  K a s h i m a .  B y  

a d o p t i n g a h e l i c a l s c a n n i n g h e a d  w i t h  a 3 / 4  i n c h  w i d e c a s s e t t e 

t a p e , t h e  K - 4 r e c o r d e r  b e c o m e s  m u c h  m o r e  c o m p a c t  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
o n e - f o u r t h  b o t h  i n  s i z e a n d  i n  we i g h t )  c o m p a r e d w i t h  a c o n v e n ­
t i o n a l K - 3  o r  Ma r k - I I I  r e c o r d e r  f o r  VL B I  u s e . C o n s e q u e n t l y  
t h e  K - 4 r e c o r d e r  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  t r a n s p o r t e d  a n d  d i m i n i s h e s  t h e  
o p e r a t o r ' s  wo r k  l o a d . H e n c e , i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
p e r f o r m t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h o u t  t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  K - 4  r e c o r d e r  a t  
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S y o w a  S t a t i o n .  

M o r e o v e r a u s e  o f  t h e h i g h l y  s �, b l e  c r y s t a l  o s c i I l a t o r  w i t h 

i t s p h a s e  l o c k e d  t o  a c e s i u m c l o c k ( a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n a s  a f r e ­

q u e n c y  s t a n d a r d  e n a b l e d u s  t o  p e r f o r m t h e e x p e r i m e n t  p r o m p t l y , i n  

s p i t e o f  t h e l a c k  o f  a t r a n s p o r t a b l e  H - m a s e r  o s c i l l a t o r . F i g . 2 

s h o w s  t h e b l o c k  d i a g r a m  a n d  s i g n a l f l o w o f  t h e d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n 

s y s t e m a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n .  C l o c k  s y n c h r o n i z a t i o n a t  t h e m i c r o ­

s e c o n d  l e v e l a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n ,  w h i c h i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c o r r e l a t i o n 

p r o c e s s i n g ,  w a s  a c h i e v e d  b o t h  b y  a GPS r e c e i v e r  a n d  b y  a p o r t a b l e  

c l o c k  t e c h n i q u e  u s i n g t h e c e s i u m c l o c k  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  J a p a n . 

l l m tJJ Antenna. 

ANTENNA 
CONTROL 
UNIT 

, \ , I I 
I 
I 
I 
I I J 

15-23 2C 

ANTENNA 
CONTROL 
COMPUTER 

CPS T IME 
RECEIVER 

I 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - -... _ _ _  _ 

1-4 YLBI AcquIsition Ter.lna} 
, 

X band ---'li DOIN 1-4 1-4 
L. N. A. CONVERTER V IDEO INPUT 

� CONVERTER INTERFACE 
Ts¥s=130k 

S band ODIN 1-4 1-4 
L. N. A � CONVERTER - LOCAL RECORDER 

OSC. , ...... 
Ts¥s=1 10k 

.. .  _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - --- - - - ---

L 
I PCAL SIC.CENE. I CP-IB 

I--- - - - - - - - - - - --- -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- --- -
es-X'ta} Frequenc, Standard S,ste. OBSERVATION 

CONTROL 
COIIPUTER 

� Cs CLOCK �� r-- SELEC,TED (HP9000) 
PLL X'TAL OSC. 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

F i g .  2 T h e  b l o c k  d i a g r a m  a n d  s i g n a l f l o w o f  t h e  d a t a  a c q u i s i t i o n 

s y s t e m a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n 

2 . 2 .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  

A t o t a l o f  t h r e e  e x p e r i m e n t  s e s s i o n s  w e r e  c a r r i e d o u t  i n  

J a n u a r y ,  1 9 9 0 , a c c o r d i n g t o  t h e s c h e d u l e  s h ow n  i n  T a b l e  1 .  O n e 

s e s s i o n i s  h e r e  d e f i n e d  t o  b e  a s e t o f  s c a n s  w h e r e  a s c a n  o b ­

s e r v e s  a r a d i o  s o u r c e  ( q u a s a r )  f o r  1 96 s e c . w e  u s e d  t h e 3 1  r a d i o  

s o u r c e s  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  2 .  T h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n w a s  a r e h e a r s a l 

s e s s i o n c o n s i s t i n g o f  1 2  s c a n s  a n d  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  o n  J a n . 1 6  

b e t w e e n  K a s h i m a a n d  S y o w a  S t a t i o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h e  t h i r d 

s e s s i o n s  w e r e  c a r r i e d o u t  o n  J a n . 2 0  a n d  2 5  a n d  l a s t e d  f o r  a b o u t 

24 - h 0 u r s i n w h i c h m 0 r e t h a n  1 5 0 s c a n  s w e  r e i n c I u d e d .  I n t h e 

l a t t e r  t w o  s e s s i o n s , T i d b i n b i l l a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e 

r e s t r i c t i o n o n  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r i s i n g f r o m  t h e v e r y  l i m i t e d  m u t u a l 

v i s i b i I i t y a r e a  i n  t h e s k y i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a K a s h i m a - S y o w a  S t a t i o n 

b a s e l i n e ,  w h i c h i s  t h e  l o n g e s t V L B I b a s e l i n e  ( a b o u t 1 1 40 0 k m )  o n  

t h e e a r t h  a t  p r e s e n t  t i m e . T h e  q u a s a r s i g n a l s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d a t  
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d u a  I f r e q u e n c y  b a n d s  ( S  b a n d  : 2GHz a n d  X b a n d  : 8GH z )  a t  e a c h  s t a ­
t i o n i n  o r d e r  t o  c a l i b r a t e  t h e i o n o s p h e r i c  e x c e s s  d e l a y s  . . Ta b l e  3 

s u mm a r i z e s  t h e p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h e a n t e n n a  a nd r e c e i v i n g s y s t e m 

i n  t h e S v owa S t a t i o n .  

Ta b l e  1 .  T h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  t h e t e s t . VL 8 1 e x p e r i m e n t s  

E x p . N a m e  Da t e  T i m e ( Un S t a t i o n 

Te s t  1 6  J a n . 1 9 9 0  0 9 : 0 0 - 09 : 3 0 S y o w a  
e x p e r i m e n t 1 6  J a n . 1 9 9 0  2 3 : 00 - 23 : 30 K a s h i m a 

1 s t 24- h o u r 20 J a n . 1 9 90 0 3 : 00 - S y o w a  
e x p e r i m e n t  2 1  J a n . 1 9 9 0  03 : 0 3 K a s h i m a 

T i d b i n b i l l a 

2 n d  24- h o u r 2 5  J a n . 1 9 9 0  1 9 : 2 0 - S y owa 
e x p e r i m e n t  26 J a n . 1 9 90 1 9 : 23 K a s h i m a 

T i d b i n b i l l a 

T a b l e  2 .  Obs e r v e d  s o u r c e  I i s t o f  24- h o u r VLB I e x p e r i m e n t s  

0 1 04-408 , 0308 -6 1 1 ,  0402 - 3 6 2 , 0420 -0 1 4 ,  0454-234 , 
0 5 37 -44 1 , 0607 - 1 5 7 ,  0637 -752 , 0727- 1 1 5 ,  1 0 34- 29 3 ,  
1 05 7 - 79 7 , .1 1 0 1 -325 , 1 1 0 4 - 445 , 1 206 - 3 9 9 , . 1 22 6 + 02 3 ,  
1 25 1 - 7 1 3 , 1 25 3 - 0 5 5 , C E NT- A ,  1 3 34- 1 27 ,  1 424-4 1 8 , 
1 5 1 0 - 08 9 , 1 548+0 5 6 , 1 54 9 - 79 0 , 1 7 3 0 - 1 30 ,  1 7 4 1 - 0 3 8 , 
1 8 3 1 - 7 1 ' ,  1 92 1 -293 , 2 1 3 4 + 00 , 2 1 45 + 067 , 2223 - 052 , 
2 3 5 5 - 5 34 

T a b l e  3 .  P e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  r e c e i V i n g s y s t e m  
i n  t h e Sv owa S t a t i o n 

D i s t a n c e  f r o m K a s h i m a :  
An t e n n a  D i a m e t e r : 
R a d o m e  D i a m e t e r : 
R e c e i v i n g F r e q u e n c y  

S b a n d : 
X b a n d : 
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1 1 400 k m  
1 1  m 
1 7  m 

2200 - 2320 M H z  
7 8 6 0  - 8 6 0 0  M H z  



A p e r t u r e  E f f i c i e n c Y  
S b a n d : 57  % 

X b a n d : 5 9  % 
S y s t e m N o i s e T e m p e r a t u r e  

S b a n d : 1 1 1 k 
X b a n d : 1 2 6 k 

F r i n g e  D e t e c t a b  i i i  t y  
S b a n d : 1 .  77 x 1 0 -4 '; y - 1 

X b a n d : I . 6 1  x 1 0 -4
,; y - l 

2 . 3 .  Co r r e l a t i o n P r o c e s s i n g 

T h e  " S h i r a s e "  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n d a t a  f r o m  S y o w a  

S t a t i o n l  i n  A p r i l  1 9 90 . T h e  d a t a  w e r e  c r o s s - c o r r e l a t e d  a t  t h e 
K a s h i m a K - 3  c o r r e l a t o r  i mm e d i a t e l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o r m c b s e r v a b l e s ,  

$ u c h  a s  d e l a y t i m'e , d e l a y r a t e  a n d  f r i n g e  a m p l i t u d e . D e l a y t i m e 
i s  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  t i m e d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a c e r ­

t a i n  w a v e  f r o n t  a t  o n e  e n d  o f  b a s e l i n e  a n d i t s a r r i v a l a t  t h e  
o t h e r e n d . De l a y r a t e  i s  r a t e  o f  c h a n g e  o f  t h e d e l a y t i m e . B y  

c o r r e l a t i n g t w o  s t a t i o n ' s  d a t a ,  g o o d  f r i n g e s  w e r e  d e t e c t e d  a t  
b o t h  S a n �  X b a n d . , (  On e o f  t h e m  i s  s h o w n  i n  F i l L  3 ) . I n  

o r d e r t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  r e c o r d i n g 
s y s t e m s , i . e . ,  K - 4 t y p e  a n d  Ma r k - I I I  t y p e , n e w c o r r e l a t i n g s o f t ­

w a r e  h a d  t o  b e  d e v e l o p e d . 

F i g .  3 

D e l a y 
COARSE SEARCH rUNCT I ON ( 16X64 ) 
AMP MAX • 6 . 059E-84 at ( 8 , 31 ) 
RESID.UAL DELAV . =-6 . 391E-8Ssac rRt�eE RATE --9 . 564E-83Hz 

T h e  d e t e c t e d  f r i n g e  a t  X b a n d  s i g n a l f r om 3C2 1 3 B  f o r  
S y owa S t a t i o n - K a s h i m a b a s e l i n e 

2 . 4 .  An a l Y s i s  a n d  G e o d e t i c  R e s u l t s 

A f t e r  c o r r e l a t i o n p r o c e s s i n g ,  t h e p o s i t i o n s  o f  S y o w a  S t a t i o n 
a n d  T i d b i n b i  I i a w e r e  o b t a i n e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  p a r a me t e r  a d j u s t m e n t i n  
t h e l e a s t s q u a r e s  e s t i m a t i o n u s i n g t h e d e l a y o b s e r v a b l e s .  B y  
t h a t  e s t i m a t i o n ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n o f  K a s h i m a w a s  f i x e d  a t  t h e  p o s i -
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t i o n o n  J a n . 2 0 , 1 9 9 0 , w h o s e  x , y ,  a n d  z 

-3997890 . 3 54m , 3276580 . 5 1 2m
(
4

) 
a n d  3 7 24 1 1 8 .  8 0 0 m , 

t h e  V L B I c o o r d i n a t e  s y s t e m . T h e  m a j o r  r a d i o  
we r e  a l s o f i x e d  a t  t h e  v a l u e s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  V L B I 

c o m p o n e n t s  a r e 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , i n  
s o u r c e  p o s i t i o n s  
g r o u p  a t  Go d d a r d  

S p a c e  F I  i g h t  C e n t e r , NASA . Bu t s o m e  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  w h i c h a r e  n o t i n c l u d e d  i n  

c a t a l o g o f  t h e GSFC V L B I g r o u p ,  we r e  a d j u s t e d  

t h e r a d i 0 s o u  rc e 
i n  t h e a n a l Y s i s .  

O t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f  t h e  l e a s t  s q u a r e s  a n a l y s i s  p r o c e s s  w e r e  

i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e n o r m a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e  f o r  g e o d e t i c  V L B I 
d a t a  a n a l y s i s ( 5 ) . T h e  p o s i t i o n a l c o o r d i n a t e s  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  

s t a t i o n s  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d  i n  T a b l e  4 ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h t h e i r  o n e  s i g m a  
f o r m a l e r r o r s .  

T a b l e  4 ;  

S t a t i o n 

S y owa S t a t i o n 

T i d b i n b i  I i a 

P o s i t i o n o f  S y o wa S t a t i o n a n d  T i d b i n b i l l a 

o b t a i n e d  b y  V L B I e x p e r i m e n t  i n  J a nu a r y ,  1 990 

1 s t 24- h o u r e x p e r i m e n t 2 n d  24- h o u r  e x p e r i m e n t  

( 20 J a n u a r y  ) ( 25 J a n u a r y  ) 

x 1 7 66 1 9 8 . 06 + 1 - 0 . 0 8 m 1 7 66 1 9 7 . 93 + 1 - 0 . 08 m 

y 1 460404 . 00 + / - 0 . 0 8  m 1 460403 . 9 1  + / - 0 . 0 8 m 
z -593226 8 . 45 + / - O .  1 7  m -593226 8 . 1 7  + 1 - 0 . 1 8  m 

x -446093 3 . 56 + / - 0 . 0 5 m -446093 3 . 47 + / - 0 . 06 m 

y 2 6 8 2 764 . 82 + 1 - 0 . 0 3 m 2682 764 . 77 + 1 - 0 . 0 4 m 
z - 36743 8 1  . 2 1  + 1 - 0 . 06 m - 3674380 . 92 + 1 - 0 . 07 m 

2 . 5 .  D i s c u s s i o n  

T h e  a d j u s t e d  r e s u l t s s h o w  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  e r r o r s  t h a n  
t h o s e  c o m m o n  i n  c u r r e n t g e o d e t i c  VL B I  e x p e r i m e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  z - c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  S y owa S t a t i o n p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h o u g h t  
t o  b e  d u e  t o  a n  o b s e r v i n g s c h e d u l e  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  p r e c i s e g e o d e ­
S y ,  t h a t i s , a n  i m p e r f e c t  s k y  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e o b s e r v e d  s o u r c e s . 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n o f  T i d b i n b i  I i a w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  m u t u a l 
v i s i b i l i t y l i m i t a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i n  
p a r t  b e c a u. s e  o f  m a c h i n e t i m e r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  T i d b i n b i l l a 
a n t e n n a  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5  h o u r s  f o r  t h e  s e s s i o n o n  J a n . 20 a n d  2 1  
�o u r s  f o r  t h a t  o n  J a n . 25 ) , a n d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  
r a d i o  s o u r c e  c a t a l o g i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e  ( w e  h a d  t o  'u s e  
t h e  s o u r c e s  i n  a l i m i t e d  d e c l i n a t i o n r a n g e ) . U n s u i t a b l e  o b s e r v i n g 
s c h e d u l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  l i m i t e d s k y  c o v e r a g e , e l o n ­
g a t e  t h e e r r o r  e l l i p s o i d  o f  e s t i m a t e d  s t a t i o n p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e 
b a s e l i n e d i r e c t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e e r r o r s  o f  v e r t i c a l  c o m p o n e n t  
a r e  u s u a l l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  h o r i z o n t a l c o m p o n e n t s . B o t h  o f  
t h e s e  e f f e c t s  r e s u l t  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  e r r o r  i n  t h e  z - c o m p o ­
n e n t  o f  p o s i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l Y  t h a t  o f  S y o w a  S t a t i o n .  A n o t h e r  
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p o s s i b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n t o  t h e l a r g e r  e r r o r s  i s  t h e  i n f e r i o r s t a ­

b i  I i t v  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  s t a n d a r d  a t  S y ow a  S t a t  i o n ,  c om p a r e d  t o  

t h e  H - m a s e r  o s c i l l a t o r s  u s e d  a t  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s . F i g .  4 s h ows 

t h e  s t a t i o n l o c a t i o n s  a n d  b a s e l i n e l e n g t h s o b t a i n e d  b y  V L B I 

e x p e r i m e n t  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 990 . 

3 .  C o n c l u s i o n 

We p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s o f  t h e  t e s t  VL B I  e x p e r i m e n t w i t h  a n  

A n t a r c t i c  s t a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e i n  t h e  wo r l d .  W e  s u c c e s s ­
f u l l y g o t  a l o t o f  g o o d S a n d  X b a n d  f r i n g e s  o n  t h a b a s e l i n e 

a m o n g  S v o w a  S t a t i o n i n  An t a r c t i c a ,  K a s h i m a i n  J a p a n  a n d  T i d b i n ­

b i l l a i n  Au s t r a l i a .  F r o m  t h e d e l a y o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  we d e t e r m i n e d  

t h e  p o s i t i o n o f  S y o w a  S t a t i o n i n  An t a r c t i c a ,  w h o s e  e s t i m a t e d 

e r r o r  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  8 c e n t i m e t e r s  f o r  x a n d y c o m p o n e n t s ,  l e s s  

t h a n  1 8  c e n t i m e t e r s  f o r  z c o m p o n e n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t a t i o n p o s i ­
t i o n s  d e r i v e d  f r o m t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  h a v e  l a r g e r  e r r o r s  t h a n  t h e  

a c c u r a c y  e x p e c t e d f r o m a c o n v e n t i o n a l g e o d e t i c  V L B I e x p e r i me n t , 
We c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  V L B I e x p"e r i m e n t c o n n e c t i n g A n t ­

a r c t i c a w i t h o t h e r  c o n t i n e n t s  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l .  T h e  r e s u l t s i s  
i n i t i a l  v a l u e o f  f u t u r e  m e a s u r em e n t  o f  An t a r c t i c  p l a t e  b y  f i x e d  
V L B I s y s t e m . 

F i g .  4 T h e  s t a t i o n c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a n d  b a s e l  i n e l e n g t h  
o b t a i n e d  b y  t e s t  V L B I e x p e r i m e n t s  

4 .  F u t u r e p l a n s  

N o w , S y o w a  S t a t i o n d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a n y  V L B I d a t a a c q u i s i t i o n 

t e r m i n a l . W e  a r e  p l a n n i n g t o  h a v e  a p e r m a n e n t  V L B I d a t a  a c q u i s i -

425 



t i o n t e r m i n a l  a t  S y o w a  S t a t i o n i n  c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h  N a t i o n a l 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l a r R e s e a r c h ( N I P R ) , J a p a n . J a p a n e s e  a n t a r c t i c  

r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  b y  N I PR .  N I P R i s  a n  i n s t i ­

t u t e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g t h e b u d g e t  r e l a t i n g t o  a n t a r c t i c  

r e s e a r c h  f o r J a p a n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t .  C R L  w i  I I  s u p p o r t  t h e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n o f  V L B I s y s t e m ( H -Ma s e r  f r e q u e n c y  s t a n d a r d ,  K - 4 d a t a  

a c q u i s i t i o n t e r m i n a l ) a t  S y owa S t a t i o n .  I n  a f e w y e a r s  l a t e r  
( J a n . 1 9 9 4 1 ) ,  J a p a n e s e  a n t a r c t i c  VL B I  p r o g r a m w i  I I b e  s t a r t . W h e n  

t h e f i x e d  V L B I s t a t i o n a t  S y o wa S t a t i o n w i  I I  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  we 

w i l l  c o n d u c t  t h e V L B I e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  S y ow a  S t a t i o n r e g u l a r l y .  
T h e  r e g u l a r e x p e r i m e n t s  w i  I I p r o d u c e v e r y  u s e f u l d a t a  f o r  

( a )  An t a r c t i c  p l a t e  mo t i o n ,  
( b )  Mo n i t o r i n g t h e  e a r t h  r o t a t i o n ,  

( c )  R a d i o  a s t r o n o m y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n h e m i s p h e r e ,  
( d )  R e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  i o n o s p h e r i c  p r o p a g a t i o n .  
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A New Transportable VLBI System 

T A Clark (Code 926.9, NASA/GSFC, Greenbelt MD 20771; 
clark@tomcat.gsfc.nasa.gov) 

D B Shaffer (Interferometries & NASA/GSFC, Greenbelt MD 
20771) 

R M Allshouse (Bendix Field Engineering Corp., Columbim MD 
21045) 

Through the last decade, mobile VLBI systems have been used to obtain em­
level accuracy geodetic measurements in support of several scientific and 
operational programs. The modus operandi has been to move a mobile sy�tem 
(consisting of two large trailers, one with a 3-5 m diameter antenna and 
another filled with expensive electronics) to a site for a few days of observing, 
and then to rapidly move to another site. Low-cost and easily transportable 
GPS systems are now proving to be a cost-effective alternative to VLBI for 
regional scale (i.e. , <! 1000 Icm) measurement campaigns. The scientific 
problems of the next decade (post-glacial rebound, monitoring changes in sea 
level, etc.) still require VLBI systems which can be installed at I·emote 
locations but with the more stringent demand for mm-Ievel performance-­
comparable to the "best" achieved by VLBI with larger, fixed antennas now 
in use. 

We envision a new class of VLBI system which would be transported to a 
remote location and operated within the global VLBI network for periotls of 
several months (vs. days for the present mobile VLBI systems); the nee� for 
high mobility becomes a low priority when weighed against system accuracy, 
ease of transportation, ease of assembly, reliability and costs of re:note 
operations. Such a system would provide high accuracy measurements at the 
remote location and serve as a fiducial station for a dense local GPS network. 

Since VLBI sensitivity is of over-riding importance for such operations, the 
Mark-4 VLBI system is being developed with data recording capabilities of 
- 1  GBit/sec (a 4-fold increase over the present Mark-3 system), which halves 
the diameter of the antenna required to achieve a given level ot performance. 
Further system sensitivity improvements can be achieved through the use of 
high-efficiency microwave optics with off-axis shaped antenna reflectors and 
new low-less dual frequency antenna feeds, and with improved cryogenic 
microwave receivers. With the improved optics and electronics, pell'formance 
comparable to (or better than) that achieved by Mojave (12 m antenna) VLBI 
station during the NASA COP's EROE (Extended R&D Experiment) could 
be achieved with a 3-5 m diameter transportable antenna system. 

The NASA CDP, in cooperation with NOAA and USNO, has embarked on 
the development of just such a system. The existing MV-3 mobile VLBI 
system is being relocated to the NASA Goddard Optical Research !Facility 
(GORp) and will serve as the development "test bed" with the goal of having 
the prototype operating within about two years. 
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Current Precision of VLBI Vertical Determinations 

DANIEL S. MACMILLAN & JIM R. RAy 

Interferometrics Inc.lGotMard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, Maryland 

The precision of NASA Crustal Dynamics Project R&D experiments was examined to derive !he current 
precision of VLBI vertical determinations. Observed leng!h scatter was decomposed into modeled (based on 
formal errors) and unmodeled (excess scatter) errors. These errors were further decomposed into average local 
station vertical and horizontal errors. Inferred vel1ical scatter of 1 1 .0 mm for !he two-year ATD series is about 
twice !he 6.8 mm for !he three-week long ERDE burst. This ditTerence occurs primarily because !he short-term 
ERDB campaign did not sample !he full range of unmodeled atmospheric errors experienced by !he longe�term 
ATD set. Some reduction in error was produced by increased number of observations and better group delay 
precision. R&D precision is better !han !he aversge of all Mark m VLBI data by more !han a factor of two. 

INTRODUCTION 

Over the last two decades. better instrumentation, 
observing strategies, and data analysis methods have 
improved VLBI baseline length precision from 1 meter to 
better than 1 centimeter [Clark et al. , 1989]. This 
improvement is shown in the average performance of the 
ensemble of all VLBI stations [Caprelte el al. , 1990]. 
Since 1984, NASA's Crustal Dynamics Project (CDP) has 
conducted a series of R&D sessions using the best VLBI 
stations with sensitive fixed antennas and the most advanced 
observing techniques. These R&D experiments have 
produced significantly better geodetic precision than the 
average VLBI session. 

It is important to reassess the precision of VLBI vertical 
determinations in light of current consensus in the 
geodynamics community that vertical motions of the earth's 
surface are related to critical geophysical problems, for 
example, global sea level rise, post-glacial rebound, and 
volcano monitoring. The purpose of this study was to 
evaluate the current precision of VLBI vertical 
determinations by analyzing state-of-the-art R&D 
experiments. We have studied two series of R&D 
experiments to obtain measures of both long- and short­
term VLBI precision. Baseline length repeatability results 
were used to derive an empirical VLBI error budget. To 
obtain the magnitudes of different sources of error, we 
have decomposed VLBI errors into broad source categories 
as well as into average local station (vertical and horizontal) 
errors. 

An underlying motivation for this study was to assess the 
significance of atmospheric error on geodetic VLBI by 
analyzing the R&D experiments. The R&D schedules were 
specifically designed to observe to low elevation in order to 
better model the effect of atmospheric delay. When low 
elevation observations are made, the correlation between 
estimates of vertical site position and the zenith atmospheric 
delay decreases so that the formal errors of the geodetic 
estimates are reduced. However, atmosphere model errors 
increase as elevation angle decreases, thus producing a 
potentia: for increased scatter in geodetic estimates. This 

428 

is because the atmospheric thickness increases rapidly as 
elevation angle decreases. This fact combined with the true 
variability of the atmospheric profile (site and season) 
implies that the unmodeled atmospheric error (variance) 
should also increase as elevation angle decreases. The 
atmospheric delay using the standard mapping functions 
(that relate zenith path delay to the delay at arbitrary 
elevations) does not deviate significantly above 5° from the 
model (or actual) atmosphere profile delays that were used 
to generate (for example, by fitting) the mapping functions. 
However, the atmospheric profile parameters of standard 
dry mapping functions are held fixed in most current VLBI 
geodetic analysis, independent of site location and season. 
(In addition, the effect of inversions has been ignored in 
standard analyses, although both of these shortcomings 
could be addressed. For instance, there is a Lanyi inversion 
height parameter that could be used [Lanyi, 1984].) Other 
atmospheric conditions like gradients are not generally 
modeled. In this study, we have estimated the size of the 
total unmodeled atmospheric error. 

METHODOLOGY 

Choice of Data Sets 

For this study, we were interested in estimating both 
long- and short-term precision of geodetic VLBI. This is 
because the performances over different time scales 
presumably reflect properties of the unmodeled errors. If 
atmospheric error sources predominate, as is widely 
expected [Herring el al. , 1990, Davis et aZ. , 1991], then 
the long-term geodetic repeatability will likely be poorer 
because of exposure to a wider range of atmospheric 
conditions. Two data sets ideal for this study are the ATD 
(Advanced Technique Development) and ERDE (Extended 
R&D Experiment) experiment series conducted by NASA's 
COP. The ATO experiments used a high-quality network 
of stations with fast slewing (except Ft. Davis) antennas: 
Mojave (CA), Westford (MA), Fairbanks (AK), and Ft. 
Davis (TX). This series of 18 experiments consisted of 
monthly sessions during 1987 and bimonthly sessions in 
1988. (The series is nearly homogeneous: 5 sessions used 



modified networks; Ft. Davis was not used in the February, 
November, and December 1987 sessions; Goldstone-DSSl3  
(CA) was substituted for Ft. Davis in  July 1988; and Pie 
Town (NM) was substituted for Fairbanks in September 
1988.) By spanning a two-year period, the ATDs were 
designed to uniformly sample seasonal variations. The 
experiment schedules (designed by A. Niell, Haystack 
Observatory) were nearly azimuthally symmetric in sky 
coverage down to the lowest observation angles (4.50 at 
Westford), and made use of extensive subnetting. This 
network has long enough baselines ( >  2000 km) to sense 
vertical errors, correlated with atmospheric effects, in 
baseline lengths. 

In contrast to the ATDs, ERDE was a burst of 12 
sessions over only 17 days in October 1989. ERDE used 
basically the same North American network of the ATDs 
with the substitution of Pie Town for Ft. Davis and the 
addition of Haystack (MA). The aim of ERDE was to 
achieve the best geodetic precision possible at the time. In 
part, ERDE was also designed to sample a short period of 
time to eliminate seasonal variations (principally 
atmospheric) or long-term systematic errors. In addition, 
the spanned bandwidth and channel bandwidth (data 
sampling rate) at X-band were twice that of the ATDs 
(standard). In this way, the group delay precision of 
individual observables was improved as expected over the 
ATDs [Ray and Corey, 1991]. The observation schedules 
were similar to the A TOs but with the addition of even 
lower elevation coverage at Pietown and Haystack, down 
to 2.50•  More than twice as many observations were 
scheduled (more than 2000 observations per day over 10 
baselines) than for the A TOs. 

Solution Procedure 

The experiments were analyzed in a standard manner with 
the Kalman filter (SOLVK) [He"ing et al. , 1990]. In the 
analysis, all positions were referenced to Westford. The 
reference clock was Fairbanks for the ATDs and Westford 
for ERDE. At each remote station in each experiment, the 
stochastic clock model consisted of a random walk plus 
inte�rated random walk with Allan standard deviation of 
10-1 at 50 minutes. He"ing et al. found this value to be 
optimal by comparing Kalman filter solutions using 
simulated and real VLBI data over a wide range of 
atmospheric and clock conditions. The value is also 
consistent with reasonable behavior for masers plus Mark 
III instrumentation. 

The a priori dry (hydrostatic) zenith delay was given by 
the Saastamoinen dry zenith delay. For the ATDs, the 
CfA2.2 mapping function [Davis et al. , 1985] was used for 
the dry atmosphere. (For the ATDs, results are not very 
dependent on the dry mapping function.) Since 
observations at Pietown and Haystack were made down to 
elevations of 2.50 in ERDE, the MIT dry mapping function 
(Herring, MIT, private communication) was used since it 
was fit to ray tracings below So. Surface meteorological 
data (pressure, temperature, and relative humidity) was 
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input data for these dry mapping functions. For a:l of these 
dry mapping functions, the lapse rate VIas held fixed r.t -·;;.6 
Klkm and the tropopause height at 10 lan. The res;rl i.I!ll 
wet troposphere delay component was estimated wiili e.he 
Chao wet mapping function. 

The Kalman filter estimates the wet zenith delay (total 
atmospheric delay - hydrostatic delay) as a random VJaik 
process. Site-dependent atmospheric variances v/ere 
determined independently for each experiment fro:'1ll fue 
delay rate residuals by the KALAN procedure [He"in� et 
al. , 1990]. The random walk variances determined m this 
way were usually less than 0.3 ps2/s and ranse from about 
0.05-0.6 ps2/s. There is 80m3 evidence for seasonal 
dependence of the atmosphere variances obtc.inecll from the 
rate residuals. For example, Figure 1 shows the 
atmosphere variances for Westford as a fulIlction of t(me of 
year. There is a clear tendency for the atmosp:lteric 
variances at Ft. Davis, Westford, and Fa�rbanks tc be 
greatest from May to September. (The Mojave variatitn is 
more complicated than this.) For each station, most of 1I1e 
points from 1988 are very close to OJ:' are consistent " ,ith 
the trend from 1987. This implies thtt the seasonall lrelds 
are real and provides some confidence that the rate 
residuals do contain informa�ion about atmos�lleric 
fluctuations as expected [Treuhaft and Lanyi, 1987]. 

E"or Estimate Methodology 

We have chosen to study baseline !ength estiml:tes 
because length measurements are independent of the 
secondary uncertainties associated with the orientatim\ of 
the coordinate system [He"ing, 1986]. Errors in 
determinations of the local vertical coordinates contribute 
increasingly to length scatter as baseline length ir.creru;es 
and dominate baseline length errors for baselines 8ref.ter 
than about 2000 km. This is important since it is 
preferentially the vertical coordinate ehat we are tryinB to 
distinguish from zenith atmospheric delay by observing at 
low elevations. 

For each baseline, the repeatability of le::lgth estim�tes 
was determined. For the ATDs. this is the weighted 'l1DS 
scatter (wrms) about the best fit line through the lenlJths 
versus time; and for ERDE, this is the wrms abeut the 
mean length over the 3 week burst. The WmlS (ObselVed 
scatter) is a measure of total random error and can be 
decomposed into modeled (expected scatter) End unmodded 
(excess scatter) components 

(I)  
The modeled error is  simply the formal error of the length 
estimate. This arises from the propagation of measurerr.ent 
noise and the atmospheric and clock model process I'\:>ise 
through covariances with the geodetic parameters. we 
nonatmospheric modeled comp:menl was estinmted by 
performing a filter run with the atmosphere mode! rurneCJ 
off so that the zenith wet delay was not estime.ted. The 
resulting formal error of the nength estirr:.ate (from the 
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covariance matrix) is produced from the measurement noise 
and clock model process noise propagated through 
correlations with nonatmospheric parameters, which allows 
the portion of the modeled error due to the additional 
estimation of atmospheric parameters to be determined, that 
is 

This difference includes contributions from correlations of 
the atmosphere parameters with all the nonatmosphere 
parameters (including clock parameters). One would also 
like to estimate how much of the length scatter is produced 
by atmospheric effects that have been modeled inadequately 
or incorrectly. In principle, one can decompose the 
unmodeled error into atmospheric and nonatmospheric 
components. 

("unmode1r = ("unmodelatm>2 + (cfnmodelnonatlli (3) 

Several of the most important possible sources of 
unmodeled error are atmospheric delay, antenna 
deformation, atmosphere loading, and ocean loading. The 
atmosphere component should vary with elevation angle and 
season. However. given the uncertainty in decomposing 
the unmodeled error, it is simply taken as an upper bound 
on the unmodeled atmosphere error. 

(cfnmodel.llli � (wrms)2 _ (CJ'I1odel)2 = (cfnmodel)2 

The elevation cutoff tests [Herring, 1986; Davis et al. 
1991] described in the next section are a technique for 
distinguishing between different unmodeled errors assuming 
they have different elevation angle dependences. 

RESULTS 

Cutoff Tests 

One of the most sensitive ways of revealing elevation 
angle dependence is through elevation cutoff tests where 
data are excluded below a certain elevation cutoff 
threshold. In this way, the effect of unmodeled 
atmospheric errors is reduced, although the formal modeled 
error will increase. One can then study the behavior of the 
unmodeled error as a function of elevation cutoff threshold. 
Elevation cutoff tests were performed for the ATD and 
ERDE series at cutoff angles between 0° (no observations 
were excluded for this case) and 16°. The 0° cutoff 
corresponds to the lowest observing angle at a given 
antenna: Westford (4.5°), Fairbanks (6°), Ft. Davis (7°), 
Mojave (10°), Haystack (2.5°), and Pietown (2.5°) Each 
elevation cutoff threshold was applied at all stations. For 
the ATD series, this is nearly the same as applying the 
cutoff only at Westford; Westford made about 2 to 3 times 
as many observations below 10° as Fairbanks. 

The elevation cutoff test is a method for detecting the 
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presence of atmosphere model errors. The wrms length 
scatters were computed for all baselines as a functi�n of 
elevation cutoff angle. For 011 the ATD Westford 
baselines, the wrms actua:ly decreases with increasing 
elevation cutoff angle and reaches a minimum between 10° 
and 12°. This is shown in Figure 2 for the Westford­
Mojave baseline for which the modeled (formal) err:>r as 
well as the inferred unmodeled error determined with 
equation (1) are also plotted. Since the formal error 
reflects the geometric correlation between the vertical and 
the zenith atmospheric delay, it increases monotonicLly as 
low elevation points are eliminated from the solution. The 
unmodeled component of the �rms scatter also has a 
minimum between 10° and 12° fo::, the Westford base:ines. 
Most importantly, the unmode:ed error increases as the 
elevation cutoff decreases b�low 10° to 12°. The large 
increase of unmodeled error below 10° indicates that there 
is probably a random error in th: atmosphere modeling for 
elevations less than 10°. Assuming that the formal errors 
are accurate, the size of the unmodeled error imp:ief a 
large potential for improvement in baseline lsngth 
estimation by improved atmospile::ic calibratinn. 

There are several observations one can mElee abo\:t the 
nature of this unmodeled error. A large part of the p.xc� 
scatter for Westford baselines is produced by a few outlier 
experiments. The most distinct exomple is in the Westford­
Mojave baseline length scatter, which is shown in Figure 
3. Removing the three outlier experiments essentially 
removes the elevation cutoff deJ)eDdence of the excess 
scatter below 10° and brings the total scatter as a function 
of elevation cutoff angle down to the level of the formal 
error. The three Westford-Mojave outliers are also 
elevation-cutoff-dependent oatliero for the other Westford 
baselines, although not so pronounced. This implies that it 
is likely that there were atmosphere model errors associated 
with Westford on these days. 

Since atmosphere errors increase as elevation decreases, 
it can be argued that the outlier experiments, which nre 
elevation-cutoff sensitive, nre produced by imprope::-Iy 
modeled atmospheric conditions. Possible candidates for 
such conditions are gradients or large deviations ef the 
atmosphere profile from that assumed by the mapping 
functions. Other possible contributors to unmndeled scatter 
are seasonal behavior at Fairbanks £lid ncnatmospheric 
errors at Ft. Davis. Seasonnl behavior of Fairbarks 
baseline lengths has been observ� and is attributed to deep 
thermal inversions that occur in the winter [A. Niell, 1990]. 

Similar cutoff tests were also done for the ERDE s,ries. 
A typical example of the observed length scatter as a 
function of elevation cutoff is given in Figure 4 fer the 
Westford-Pietown baseline. Most of the elevation cutoff 
dependence is �elow 5° .  The ERDE elevation cutoff 
dependence of the excess (un modeled) scatter is reduced to 
about half that of the ATDs. A smaller excess scatte:r is 
expected since ERDE sampled the atmosphere for less than 
three weeks; whereas, the A TDs snmpled a tw�-year period 
that could include seasonal variations as we�1 as extreme 
atmospheric conditions. 
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Station Coordinate Errors 

From baseline length precision results we derived average 
station coordinate errors. This was done by decomposing 
baseline length errors into average local station vertical and 
horizontal errors 

(4) 

where aL is the baseline length error, aH is the site 
horizontal error, flv is the site vertical error, fL == L2/2R2, 
R is the earth's radius, and L is the baseline length. This 
relation is purely geometric and assumes the station 
coordinate errors are Gaussian and uncorrelated. This local 
vertical error is free of secondary earth orientation 
uncertainty since it is derived from length uncertainties. 
This approach is desirable in order to assess model errors 
(e.g., atmospheric delay model errors) independently from 
earth orientation effects. 

The repeatability should scale approximately with baseline 
length according to equation (4). The observed length 
scatters (repeatabilities) have been computed using all of 
the observations (down to 4.50 at Westford) for the ATDs 
without elevation cutoff and applying a 4.50 cutoff for the 
ERDE series to eliminate differential effects due to 
observations below 4.50• Figure 5 shows the observed 
length dependence for these experiments. The best fit 
quadratics through the points are 

wrms(ATD) == [(3.3 min)l + (1 .2 ppb • L)l ]11l 

wrms(ERDE) == [(1.4 mmil + (0.75 ppb • L)l ]In. 

Observed scatter has been decomposed into modeled and 
unmodeled components according to equations (1-3) and 
then into local station errors by equation (4). The latter 
decomposition was performed by fitting the observed 
scatters for all baselines but solving for separate vertical 
and horizontal errors for Ft. Davis versus non-Ft. Davis 
sites. Ft. Davis was treated separately from the other ATD 
stations since it is thought to have peculiar station­
dependent errors that are unlikely to be related to 
atmospheric effects. The fit in Figure 5 for the ATDs 
corresponds to non-Ft. Davis baselines. Figure 5 shows that 
the Ft. Davis baseline length repeatabilities are 
systematically higher than for the non-Ft. Davis baselines. 

The resulting ATD error budget in Table 1 is an 
empirical decomposition of VLBI errors over a relatively 
long time span. The inferred average uncertainties for the 
local ATD station (non-Ft. Davis) coordinates are 

av .. 1 1.0 DUD and aH .. 2.� ,mm. 

The modeled vertical error of 4.4 mm is largely 
atmospheric; only about 1 mm is from instrument noise 
and clocks. The remaining 4.3 mm is the additional error 
from estimating atmospheric parameters. Observed VLBI 
vertical uncertainties are 4 to 5 times worse than horizontal 
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TABLE 1 . ATD ERROR BUDGET 
(millimeters) 

(Iv (lH (lL 
1000 km SOOO km 

� 1 1 .0 2.3 3.5 6.8 
(non-Ft. Davis) 

modeled error 4.4 1 .7 2.5 3.5 

atmospheric 4.3 1.4 2. 1 3.2 
noise + clocks 0.9 0.9 1.3 1 .3 

unmodeled error 10. 1 1 .5 2.4 S.8  
(mostly atmospheric) 

10.6 t [ Ft. Davis 19.2 1 . 1  2.6 

• peculiar additional unmodelec1 error at Ft. Davis 

uncertainties. This is qualitatively consistent with Herring 
[1986], although the level of e:rror here is much smaller 
than at that time. However, the level of modeled error is 
only 2 to 3 times greater in the vertical than in the 
horizontal. The sensitivity of the repeatability to minimum 
elevation angle shown in Figure 1 for the Westford-Mojave 
baseline implies that the excess scatter (unmodeled error) 
of 10. 1 mm beyond the modeled (formal) erro:r is 
dominated by atmospheric effecls. At Ft. Davis, there is 
an additional unmodeled vertical error of 19.2 mID, wruch 
is nonelevation cutoff dependent and probably of 
nonatmospheric origin. 

A measure of short-term geodetic precision of VLBI 
technique is given by the ERDE series. The observed 
length scatters yield average local coordinate errors shown 
in Table 2 of 

(Iv l1li 6.8 mm and (lH l1li 1 .0 mm, 

which are about half the level of the A TOs. Further 
decomposition yielded an unmodeled vertical componer.t of 
5.9 mm, which is again about half that of the AIDs. The 
modeled (formal) error for ERDE is also less than that of 
the A TDs. One can see from Table 2 that most of the 
modeled vertical error arises from estimating atmospheric 
parameters. The reduction in ERDE of observational noise 
does not produce a commensurate reduction in the formal 
error of all the geodetic coordinates. While some of the 
observed reduction of the modeled error for ERDE is 
explained by more observations per session and more 
precise observables, most of the difference in both modeled 
and unmodeled error is probably due to the shorter time 
span of ERDE. Additionally, we note that the atmospheric 
variances derived from delay rate residuals are relatively 
small for all the ERDE sessions and are roughly in 
agreement with those derived for the September-October 
ATDs. Compared with the ATDs, both the observed and 
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TABLE 2. ERDE ERROR BUDGET 
(millimeters) 

4.50 elevation cutoff 

f1v O'H O'L 1000 km 5000 km 

wnns 6.8 1 .0 1 .6 4.0 

modeled error 3.4 0.6 1 .0 2.0 

atmospheric 3.3 0 0.6 1 .8  . 
noise + clocks 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 

unmodeled error S.9 0.9 1.2 3 .S 
(mostly atmospheric) 

modeled horizontal inferred errors are reduced by a factor 
of about 2 to 3, consistent with a combination of about 
twice the group delay precision and about twice as many 
observations ( - 2 V2). There is not a comparable 
improvement in the vertical because of the predominant 
effect of atmosphere errors. 

In Table 3, the performance of various VLBI data sets are 
compared in order to put the errors derived for the R&D 
experiments into perspective. The average of all Mark III 
data [Caprette et al. , 1990] for baseline lengths less than 
8500 Jan (148 baselines) yields an inferred vertical error of 
26.4 IDID. This number includes the effects of mixed 
networks and includes experiments that used small mobile 
antennas with minimum elevation limits of 200• This is 
close to the level of unmodeled error for the ATD Ft. 
Davis baselines given in Table 1 .  An example of long-term 
repeatability for an operational network with high-quality 
fixed stations is provided by the IRIS-A network. For 

TABLE 3. INFERRED PRECISIONS FOR VARIOUS 
DATA SETS 
(millimeters) 

O'L 
1000 km 5000 km 

long-term repeatabilities 
average of all 
Mark III data · 26.4 4.9 7.S 

IRIS 1990 13.3 3.S 

1 1 .0 2.3 

5.1 

3.5 

short-term repeatability 

6.8 1 .0 1.6 

-

16.0 

8.6 

6.8 

4.0 

• for baseline lengths � 8500 km (148 baselines) 
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1990 on baselines sampled by more than fifty sessions, 
IRIS-A had an inferred vertical scatter of 13.3 mm, which 
approaches the level of 1 1.0 mm for the ATDs. 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Given the increasing geophysical emphasis on problems 
involving the vertical, we have derived an error budget for 
the VLBI determination of local station vertical and 
horizontal coordinates. The ATDs provide a measure of 
long-term. state-of-the-art VLBI performance. As expected, 
the observed ATD scatter of 1 1 .0 mm as well as the excess 
scatter of 10. 1 mm is larger than (by almost tWice) that of 
the short-term. ERDE series, but less than half the observed 
scatter of the full Mark III data set. This error budget also 
gives a broad category decomposition of VLBI error. The 
formal (modeled) error is produced by instrument noise and 
process noise introduced through the atmosphere and clock 
models. We find that the observed scatter is much larger 
than the formal error and that this is likely to be caused by 
mismodeling of atmospheric propagation. For example, 
standard analysis uses mapping functions that fix the lapse 
rate and tropopause height at average values appropriate for 
mid-latitudes. Additionally, we have seen that the observed 
length scatter for the ATD experiments contains a large 
contribution from a few outlier experiments. The cause of 
these outliers appears to be atmosphere related, since the 
length residuals for these experiments are elevation cuCoff 
dependent. but specific mechanisms to account for their 
behavior have not been identified. 
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Global Warming signals in Earth Rotation 

T M Eubanks (U.S. Naval Observatory, Washington, DC 20392) 

Geodetic measurements of the Earth's rotation rate can be used as 
a proxy index for changes in the meridional temperature gradient in 
the atmosphere. Most global warming models do not predict a 
uniform global temperature rise, but instead typically a warming of 
higher latitudes in winter, while the meteorological data suggest that 
the warming is concentrated at low latitudes. These data suffer, 
however, from a number of problems, including undersampling and! 
the urban "heat island" effect. The geodetic data thus have the 
potential for resolving some important issues in the global warming 
debate. 

Close agreement is found between changes in the Length of the Day 
(oLOD) as measured by methods such as Very Long Baseline 
Interferometry, and zonal atmospheric angular momentum changes, 
caused by zonal wind variations, over time scales less than a few 
years. Global scale zonal winds are nearly geostrophic and are thus 
related to the meridional gradients of the atmosphere temperature. 
If the atmosphere is assumed to be geostrophic and barotropic, then 
changes in aLOn can be directly related to changes in T2o, the 
second zonal spherical harmonic of the atmospheric temperature 
distribution, through 

(1), 

Where T20 is in °C and aLOD is in milliseconds. The accuracy of the 
modern oLOD data is such that, in principle, long term tempera�ure 
changes could be monitored at the 0.1 °C level using geodetic data. 
Changes in oLOD caused by the core will limit the ability of cLOD 
data to monitor changes in T20, however the seasonal T2° cycle can be 
accurately monitored. This talk will describe an analysis of a proxy 
T20 index derived from aLOn data: 
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